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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind… Love
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew
22:37-39)

Celebrating 80+ Years!

CHANGE

CHANGE

Article by PASTOR KARIS GRAHAM

" I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church
in Cenchrea. I ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy
of the saints and to give her any help she may need from you,
for she has been a great help to many people, including me.
Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus.
They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches
of the Gentiles are grateful to them. …Greet Mary, who worked
very hard for you. Greet Andronicus and Junias, my relatives
who have been in prison with me. They are outstanding among
the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was. Greet Rufus,
chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, too."
Romans 16:1-2
Paul got Church leadership right! This passage points to the importance of not only team work but being kind to all that work as
part of God's kingdom. He was intentional and took the time to
ask about others. I'll be looking to Paul's principles are crucial for
us as we move ahead at Christ Lutheran and dance with change.
(continued on page 2)
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As your new interim pastor, I'm honored and
excited to lead Christ Lutheran during this
pivotal period of transition. Change is necessary
for growth to occur, no doubt. All spiritual
growth, like physical growth, involves change
and I am eager to lead us through this process.
I'm also sensitive to the crisis that change brings,
too. Change can be very, very scary. Since we're a
small congregation there's a high degree of ownership. Thus, often times, to accept the new involves
the loss of the way things have been done in the
past. Yet, we're called to cheer on one another
and be open to new ways the Creator speaks.
I also realize change also brings the risk of
failure. So many smaller congregations are on
the verge of closure that resisting change becomes
the last gasp of air and they're tempted to hold
on. The greater the change the greater the risk
and the greater perceived threat to stability.
However, this is our time to create a forwardleaning, new dance with God... not our last dance.
When I was a child I feared the dark because
I couldn't see what was in the room. Thus,
I slept with my flashlight alongside my stuffed
bear. The same is true of change. Change brings
uncertainty and the unknown. So, as human
beings, we respond in one of the four ways:
Some see change as a friend to be embraced,
some see change as a companion to be selected
with care, some people see change as a stranger
to be accepted with caution, some see change as
an enemy to resist.
Understanding how we respond to change can
enable us to love one another and respond with
kindness. Nonetheless, change is here and Christ
Lutheran is moving towards an exciting new
future. Let us extend a caring hand to one another
as we move forward.
Pastor Karis
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IN AND AROUND CELC
Fair Trade Coffee

Welcome to CELC!

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the
means for small farmers to make enough money
to support themselves while using the premiums
to improve their standard of living.

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more
about our faith community?
Please email the church,
CLC@CristLutheranBethesda.org,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Here’s what’s available:


pillow packets
(pre-ground) of Regular
(Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each
pillow packet makes one
pot (about 64 oz.) of
coffee ($2)



a variety of whole bean
and ground regular and decaf coffees
($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg and decaf)

Holy Communion
Information
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used;
the grape juice is white and the communion wine is
dark red. If you would like more information about
communion, contact Pastor Karis by e-mail at
PastorKaris@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

To learn more about this coffee,
visit www.equalexchange.com

Greet and Treat Ministry

Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente at carpedm28@verizon.net.

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat
ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces
to greet worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up,
contact Bobby at bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org.

Find us on Facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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Join Us Sundays for Comeback Church Lifestyles!
By Larry Goolsby

As you know, the Sunday morning Challenging Lifestyles group recently adopted a new name and mission
– to be the Sunday focus of the conversations taking place as many of us study, discuss, and pray about
how we “come back” as described in the book Comeback Churches. (These “comeback conversations”
are also taking place on Saturday mornings up until Lent begins – see schedule below.)
The Comeback Churches book was written specifically about churches like ours that are experiencing
the challenges – and opportunities – coming about because of great change in recent years both within
our church community and in the broader community around us. As these changes occur, we must make
sure we remain a relevant and powerful force to minister to each other and to carry out God’s other
purposes and plans.

This challenge requires us to strengthen and be more intentional about our relationships within this church
and with our community; our prayer life, worship, and mission activities; and our willingness to meet new
and prospective members where they are and serve their needs. The opportunities include bringing
The Good News to those who want a church experience; revitalizing our church life and faith community;
and growing in vitality, caring, ministry, and in many other ways including numbers.
This book reports on more than 300 formerly declining congregations across ten different denominations
and outlines suggestions that can revitalize a body of believers. Any church can become healthy again,
enjoy renewed vitality, and make a difference if we are willing to work on the kinds of steps outlined in the
book. Comeback Churches addresses churches who once were filled in the 1950s and 1960s and now
hold a fraction of their capacity. Our church too can return to healthy prayerful, spiritual, biblical, and
evangelistic regeneration. We extend a warm invitation to everyone, both on this list and others in our
church community, to join us Sundays between the services – or Saturday mornings – and be a part of
this exciting and promising journey!
We still have some of the Comeback Churches books on hand and urge you to get a copy if you haven’t
already and join one of the groups going through the book. If you don’t have a book yet, come anyway!
Our Sunday Comeback Church Lifestyles group meets at our regular time between the services, and the
Saturday groups meet from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. Saturday mornings. All meetings are held in the Hospitality
Room for easy access from the worship service and so we can spread out our books and materials on the
tables there. (If there’s a space conflict, we’ll announce that and move upstairs to the Upper Room.)
The remaining schedule for our conversations is:
January 23, 24 - Chapters 10 and 11 - Change Agents and Transformations
(May be postponed due to inclement weather)
January 30, 31 - Chapter 12 - Top Factors and Biggest Challenges
February 6, 7 - Chapter 13 - Comeback Conclusions
As a small group, we continue our tradition of fellowship and Bible study, keeping in mind the readings for
each week and how our time together gives us inspiration and strength for every day ahead as we walk with
Jesus down the Christian lifestyles path. These are exciting times for CELC, and times that will challenge
us as well – but “with God, all things are possible,” and we invite you to be an active part of the journey!
We invite your questions and suggestions; contact me at clgoolsby@verizon.net or (301) 946-6479.

We welcome your presence any Sunday!
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O Lord, we thank thee for our daily bread.
May it strengthen and refresh our bodies!
And we pray thee, nourish our souls with
thy heavenly grace through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

Jeremiah 29:12 In those days when you pray, I will listen.

Prayer Corner

Prayer

Our prayer list…

Prayer an object of worship,
or a spiritual entity through deliberate
communication. Prayer can be a form
of religious practice, may be either
individual or communal and take place
in public or in private. It may involve the
use of words or song. When language is
used, prayer may take the form of a
hymn, incantation, formal creed, or a
spontaneous utterance in the praying
person. There are different forms of
prayer such as petitionary prayer,
prayers of supplication, thanksgiving,
and worship/praise. requesting guidance,
requesting assistance, confessing sins or
to express one's thoughts and emotions.

Leif Hansen Family, Dr. Albert Esch,
Wilma Christ family, Dr. Gertrude Haugan,
Patricia Nuzum, Dallaire Family, Ernest Yambot,
Amy, Patricia Nuzum, Marcia Phillips,
Gracy George, Mr. P.V. George, Samuel Family,
Ruth and Andrew Dambowy, Tom Parrott, husband
of Suzanne Parrott; ; Elke Womack; Marie-Laure;
Oscar Line; Bea Golfer; The young men of Nick's
Place; The ministry of the Mi Refugio in Guatemala;
The children at The Children's Inn at NIH
and their families and caregivers.
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COMEBACK CHURCHES LIFESTYLE
for
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH (CELC)
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20815
Jesus loved the church and gave Himself for her (Eph. 5:25)
Join us in prayer, study, and discussion!
Saturdays, 9-10:30 a.m.
Jan 23 Chapters 10 & 11, Jan 30 Chapter 12 February 6 Chapter 13
Sundays – 10:15-11:15 a.m.
Jan 24 Chapters 10 & 11, January 31 Chapter 12, February 7 Chapter 13
In Acts 20:28, Paul exhorted the elders of the church at Ephesus to be “shepherds of
the church of God” (NIV), meaning that they should care for and guard the church.
In 1 Corinthians 14, Paul encouraged the leaders in Corinth to edify, build up, and
strengthen the church through worship. Without fail, Paul wrote of his prayers for the
church. For these reasons, your church’s Pastor Carpenter and the members of the
Redevelopment Working Group are praying for CELC and are passionate about helping
CELC to return to healthy prayerful, spiritual, biblical and evangelistic regeneration.
Comeback Churches is a focus on churches where Scripture is an assumed
priority. It is a book not only about research, but strong about churches
involved in the daily flow of life. Leading missiologist Ed Stetzer sheds new
light on a crucial issue in Comeback Churches. Coauthored with Pastor Mike
Dodson, their exceptionally researched book reports on more than 300 formerly
declining congregations across ten different denominations, ringing the bell
about what it takes today to revitalize a weakened body of believers.

There is hope for your church, Christ Lutheran Church! Any church can become
healthy again, enjoy renewed vitality, and make a difference if you’re willing to
study and take the steps outlined in the book, “Comeback Churches”, a practical
and powerful book and Bible study for churches who once were large church
buildings filled in the 1950s and 1960s, and now hold a fraction of their capacity.
Overall, our church is struggling, and striving to return to healthy prayerful,
spiritual, biblical and evangelistic regeneration.
Books and study sponsored by your (CELC’s) church’s Pastor,
Dr. Karis Graham and the Redevelopment Working Group

For information, please contact:
Sanna Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com)
Ray Albright (rj.albright2@verizon.net)
Don Cumings (cumingd@aol.com)
Larry Goolsby (clgoolsby@verizon.net)
Shawn Johnson (imperial@comcast.net)
Lallitha John (lallithamol@aol.com)
Paula Mathis (mathispaula@cs.com)
Florence Heacock (flohea@gmail.com)
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THRIVE
Women’s Bible Study
at
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
This Bible study continues to Thrive after many years, with sisters, coming
and going. In this exciting group, each woman receives tremendous Biblical
knowledge and wisdom, spiritual growth and knowledge for her life, family
and relationships. We face each other's lives and our own, sometimes with
tears and often with great humor and laughter.
These meetings are truly a valuable experience for all who attend, whether
as another beginning or continuation of her spiritual life and world.

If you are interested in learning more about this vibrant group called Thrive,
please feel free to contact me on 240-476-7633 or sannalsolem@gmail.com
Thrive is currently participating in the Comeback Churches study held on
Sundays and Saturday mornings. However, Thrive will resume its regular
Bible Studies on February 20, 2016. (Saturday).

And in March we will meet on the first and third Saturday of the month.
We meet in homes and at the church. If you are curious and want to see what
Thrive can offer you in terms of Bible Study and fellowship please join us.

We welcome all!
Sanna Solem
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LENTEN SEASON
Lent (Latin: Quadragesima - English: Fortieth) is a solemn religious observance in the liturgical
calendar of many Christian denominations that begins on Ash Wednesday and covers a period of
approximately six weeks before Easter Sunday. The traditional purpose of Lent is the preparation
of the believer through prayer, penance, repentance of sins, almsgiving, atonement and self-denial.
This event, along with its pious customs are observed by Christians in the Anglican, Calvinist, Lutheran,
Methodist, and Roman Catholic traditions. Its institutional purpose is heightened in the annual
commemoration of Holy Week, marking the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, which recalls the
tradition and events of the New Testament beginning on Friday of Sorrows, further climaxing on Jesus'
crucifixion on Good Friday, which ultimately culminates in the joyful celebration on Easter Sunday
of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. During Lent, many of the faithful commit to fasting or giving up
certain types of luxuries as a form of penitence. Many Christians also add a Lenten spiritual discipline,
such as reading a daily devotional, to draw themselves near to God. The Stations of the Cross,
a devotional commemoration of Christ's carrying the Cross and of his execution, are often observed.
Many Roman Catholic and some Protestant churches remove flowers from their altars, while crucifixes,
religious statues, and other elaborate religious symbols are often veiled in violet fabrics in solemn
observance of the event. Throughout Christendom, some adherents mark the season with the traditional
abstention from the consumption of meat.

LENTEN MID-WEEK SCHEDULE
Please remember to invite a friend. I hope you will come and become one
who enjoys telling others about the good news of Jesus Christ this year.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, February 9th
February 9th, at 7pm in Hospitality Room

Ash Wednesday, February 10th

7:00 p.m. Service with Holy Communion and Distribution of Ashes

Wednesday Lenten Services

will begin on February 17th with light meal of bread and soup at 6:30 p.m.

Every Wednesday in Lent until Holy Week:
Feb. 24th, March 2nd, 9th, 16th
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES
Palm Sunday (Sunday of the Passion)

March 20th, Regular Services

Maundy Thursday Thursday, March 24th, 7 pm Service
Good Friday Friday, March 25th, 7 pm Service

Easter Sunday Resurrection of Our Lord) March 27th Regular Services
PALM SUNDAY,
March 20th (Regular Schedule):
In many Christian churches, Palm Sunday includes a procession of the
assembled worshipers carrying palms, representing the palm branches the
crowd scattered in front of Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem..

MAUNDY THURSDAY,
March 24th at 7 pm:
Is the Christian feast, or Holy day, falling on the Thursday before Easter.
It commemorates the Maundy and Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the
Apostles as described in the Gospels. It is the fifth day of Holy Week,
and is preceded by Holy Wednesday and followed by Good Friday.

GOOD FRIDAY
March 25th at 7 pm:
Good Friday is a religious holiday observed primarily by Christians
commemorating the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and his death at Calvary.
The holiday is observed during Holy Week as part of the Paschal
Triduum on the Friday preceding Easter Sunday, and may coincide with
the Jewish observance of Passover.

EASTER SUNDAY
March 27th (Regular Schedule)
(Regular Worship Schedule including 9:15 am Contemporary Service, Children’s
Easter Egg Hunt at 10:20 am, 11:15 am Traditional Service.

Easter is a Christian festival and holiday celebrating the resurrection of
Jesus Christ on the third day after his crucifixion at Calvary as described in the
New Testament. Easter is the culmination of the Passion of Christ, preceded by Lent,
a forty-day period of fasting, prayer, and penance.
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CELC
Community
Breakfasts
Dates:

February 21st
March
20th
April
17th

Time:
Contact person:
ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —
February 21st, March 20th, and April 17th 2016
10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together.
This is also an opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions,
and questions regarding the future of CELC. If you would like to
bring a food item to share,
Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org)
or Larry Goolsby (clgoolsby@verizon.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.christlutheranbethesda.org
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Melissa Graves

to Join Graceful Growing Together (GGT)
as Executive Director
Melissa Graves is the former Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran Social
Services of the National Capital Area (LSS/NCA), a 93 year old human
service agency that provides intensive services to more than 2,000 families
in the Washington region every year with programs that include Adoption,
Foster Care, Refugee Resettlement and Employment, Youth Haven for
children affected by HIV/AIDS, and Disaster Preparedness. Under her
leadership, LSS/NCA exceeded financial performance goals, increased
revenue, deepened program impact, developed a comprehensive quality
assurance program, completed multiple strategic planning processes,
and launched new communications and fundraising initiatives.
Ms. Graves has committed her career to increasing the capacity of the nonprofit
sector and to organizations serving at-risk children and families. Throughout
20 years in roles as executive, fundraiser, and consultant, she has worked with
numerous organizations including For Love of Children, The Fishing School,
Montgomery Housing Partnership, and the Metropolitan Center for Assault
Prevention.
Melissa will join Graceful Growing Together, Inc. (GGT) as Executive Director on March 1, 2016.
Ms. Graves has also served on a number of nonprofit Boards including Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Service, Nonprofit Montgomery (finance committee), the Greater Washington Board of Trade Workforce
Development Committee, and formerly as President of the Consortium for Child Welfare.
Ms. Graves is a member of Leadership Greater Washington (‘08). She holds a Masters Degree in Public
Administration from George Mason University.
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Press Release Date - Feb 1, 2016

Contact B. Lemley

Graceful Growing Together Names former LSS/NCA CEO, Melissa Graves as Executive Director;
outgoing ED Barry Lemley elected to remain as President of GGT Board
Bethesda, Maryland - Graceful Growing Together, Inc (GGT) today announced that Melissa Graves has been named
Executive Director effective March 1, 2016. Barry Lemley, GGT’s current President and Executive Director will step down as
Executive Director and will remain on the Board as President to assist in managing the transition and Board strategic leadership.
Melissa Graves, former CEO of Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area assumes, responsibility to realize the vision
and implement plans for the GGT Community Center that will be an innovative multi-use neighborhood resource for health and
wellness. The GGT Center will be a 64,000 GSF facility in the heart of Downtown Bethesda that will offer multiple health and
human services to the Bethesda community. Early priorities will include increasing community awareness about the project,
developing plans for community programming and usage of space for nonprofits, hiring Center staff, and launching a capital
campaign.
“We have been encouraged by support of our center plans as witnessed by increasing zoning approval, site plan comments and
grants from Montgomery County and the Maryland Senate and House”. Said Barry Lemley. “After 7 years as the GGT Board’s
founding part time Executive Director we have been able to see our plans move from vision into reality and the Board agreed that
was time to hire a dedicated executive to partner with the Board to fully implement that vision and mission.”
“In Melissa Graves, we are fortunate to have selected a well-known leader with over 20 years of proven nonprofit experience with
public partners, faith and community based organizations in the Greater Washington Metropolitan area” Lemley said. “The GGT
Board is enthusiastic about Melissa’s leadership and the management and organizational development skills and experience she
brings to GGT.
In accepting the position Melissa Graves said, “The community center concept of GGT that brings faith, health, wellness,
creativity, communal spaces and nonprofit services to downtown Bethesda will be an extraordinary contribution to Montgomery
County and a model for the region. I am honored to be part of this important community project”.
About Graceful Growing Together, Inc
Graceful Growing Together, Inc (GGT) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization incorporated in Maryland in 2007 and received an IRS
501(c)(3) determination letter in 2008. We have previously been an informal outreach arm of Christ Lutheran Church providing
community services in Bethesda since 1936. The GGT organization has implemented essential governance, ownership and
government approvals, initial funding and has a completed new branding and strategic plan for 2015-2019. Our approved plans
include the construction, non-profit leasing and management of a 64,000 GSF Community Center designed to support our mission.
GGT and Christ Lutheran Church are currently under contract land sale and construction with Bush Construction Company and
financing with EagleBank. The project is currently in the design development and site approval phases and expects construction for
begin in early e 2017 with goal of occupancy in early 2019. GGT will offer certain programs from its current and planned Bethesda
transition site before and during construction.

GGT’s VISION states:
Graceful Growing Together: The faith-based initiative enhancing social services for the Bethesda community:
Connect, Enrich, Innovate
GGT’s MISSION states:
Connect the community with a convenient, safe, sustainable and affordable social services center,
Enrich people’s lives and help them grow through caring relationships and meaningful services,
Innovate by offering a continuum of services responsive to community needs and aspirations.
As stated by Chuck Short, Special Assistant to the Montgomery County Executive “your center will be an integral part of the new
Bethesda. And Gabe Albornoz, Director of Recreation for the County said “your concept is ideal for a neighborhood multigenerational health and wellness center.”
For more information please visit us at http://gracefulgrowingtogether.org/
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The Rock Creek Chamber Players
holds a
FREE concert
at Christ Lutheran Church
every month except December,
on the 2nd Sunday of the month,
September through May.

The Rock Creek Chamber Players is an open-ended group of musicians whose main
joint activity is a free public concert series.

For additional information, visit our Facebook page and like us here:
www.facebook.com/rockcreekchamberplayers
Contact program coordinator Ann Franke
at annfranke@verizon.net or 202-775-1968.

The season continues with monthly concerts
on the second Sundays through May, except December.

Join us on February 14th and March 13th!
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Martin Luther Beer & Marching Society
Men's Fellowship

The comedian Joe E. Lewis said: “I went on a diet. I swore off drinking beer and heavy eating, and in two weeks I lost fourteen
days.”
Good gracious! Let us ensure that this doesn’t happen to the members of the MLB&MS in the new year!
To that end,the MLB&MS will gather at 6:30 PM on Monday February 22 at Rock Bottom in Bethesda
and Tuesday, March 22 at a location to be announced, to enjoy fine fellowship, good food, and fine craft beers. Join us and bring a
friend.
Herr Biermeister
Location:
Rock Bottom
Bethesda, MD 20814

Situated in the Town Square in Rockville, Maryland, Gordon Biersch offers fresh, handcrafted beer and premium,
made-from-scratch food...all served up in a friendly and fun atmosphere! Surrounded by modern day decor and
handsome wood furnishings, guests are able to watch the brewing process through the glass walled brewery.
http://www.gordonbiersch.com/locations/rockville?action=view

A Little Outreach
Did you know that 1,909 postcards advertising our Christmas Choral Concert and 1,802
postcards for our Christmas Eve service were sent to our members, friends and new residents
of Bethesda, Chevy Chase, Kensington, Garrett Park, Glen Echo, Cabin John and portions
of Silver Spring and DC that are less than 4 miles from our church? On average, nearly
150 new households every month move into our area! Mailing lists, postcards and postage
cost a lot but that's what we are all about – reaching out to our community. If you would
like to help with this effort, here are some levels of giving beyond your usual tithe:

$225 – yearly post office permit to use bulk-rate stamps
$150 – roll of 3,000 non-profit stamps
$49 – roll of 100 stamps for first-class letters
$34 – roll of 100 stamps for postcards
Just write "Card Ministry" in the memo line of your check.
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Congregational Meetings
Town Hall Meeting

Saturday, February 6th
10 am — 2 pm

Annual Meeting & Vote
Sunday February 28

from 10:15 a.m. to 11 a.m.
In the Sanctuary

JANUARY
7 Caroline Derringer
12 Eleanor Black
19 Tim Smith

FEBRUARY
4 Gertrude Haugan
8 Larry Goolsby
12 Samuel & Sophia Johnson
13 Alireza Motameni
15 Gloria Tarfa
28 Georgine Sitaniapessy

MARCH

If you have not submitted your birthday for our records,
please do so — yellow slips are available in the narthex.
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1 Emma Czypinski
12 Carter Czypinski
13 Anne Posner
14 Karen Derringer
23 Cynthia Willkomm
30 Judy Hults

Rainbow Via de Cristo

POTLUCK GATHERING
Join us on Saturday, March 12 from 5:30 - 8pm with fellowship, food, singing and a 4th day
talk. Please bring a main dish or dessert to share, and a beverage.
Musicians should bring your instruments.

Saturday, March 12, 2016
5:30—8 pm
Location:
Our Savior Lutheran Church
13611 Laurel Bowie Road, Laurel, MD 20708
http://www.oslclaurel.org

SPRING WEEKEND RETREATS
Men's Weekend:
April 7-10, 2016
Women's Weekend:
April 14-17, 2016

A typical weekend begins on Thursday evening and closes late Sunday afternoon. A team of clergy
and lay people present a program based on the topics of grace, Christian living and the church.
There are numerous opportunities for discussion, reflection, prayer, sharing, spiritual counseling,
communion, singing and fellowship. These weekends, the Via de Cristo (Way of Christ), are for all adult
Christians that have an active desire to deepen their faith, knowledge, discipleship and love of Christ.
Over the years, participation in this opportunity for spiritual growth has helped over 2,000
parishioners in the Washington DC Metropolitan Region become more dedicated followers
of Jesus Christ. This movement was founded in Spain in the 1940's; the local community has
been active since 1979 and is one of 44 Via de Cristo communities in the United States.
Visit www.rainbow-vdc.com for more information.
If you would have any questions about the Ultreya, please email Rainbow's Fourth Day Coordinator, KP Reed
(fourthday@rainbow-vdc.com) or see Dave/Dee Lambert. You can also check http://rainbow-vdc.com for the latest info.
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Guiding Star
Child Development
Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center
provides exceptional child development
services in a safe, nurturing Christian
environment. Our philosophy: Safety is
essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.

We offer child care in Bethesda:
8011 Old Georgetown Rd
For more info, call 301-656-9003.

FAITH FORMATION
FOR CHILDREN
Age 3 – Elementary School Age

CELC’s Sunday School
takes place
The church of the first century
was incredibly dynamic and
flexible. Communities of Jesus
followers met together in their
homes, learning and growing
together by meeting one
another’s needs. That early life
of the Fellowship of Believers is described in Acts 2:41-47.

every Sunday
at 10:15 am
Contact Judy at mish2t@gmail.com

Over the years and through the centuries, Christians
have continued to find that the best way to experience
true Christian fellowship is in a small group.
It’s a place where you can come to give and receive ideas,
help, and encouragement. It’s a place where you're part
of a group that's seeking to grow in their faith just as you
are; a group that will be with you through your struggles
and rejoice with you in your triumphs. It's a place where
you usually gain lifelong friends!
Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or you're
a seasoned Christian, you'll be challenged and moved by
participating in a small group.

22

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles,
and joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships,
and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are
respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through
the love and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.
“Challenging Lifestyles”
—A dynamic Sunday morning experience for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ
in the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual,
nurturing, and supportive fellowship.
Sundays, 10:15 am in The Upper
Room. Contact Larry Goolsby:
301-946-6479; or
clgoolbylsby@verizon.net
“THRIVE” for women
seeking in-depth
Bible study, fellowship, fun, outreach
ministries meets
September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each
month. Breakfast included.
Contact Sanna Solem at:
sannalsolem@gmail.com
or 301-571-0050

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship.
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer
Services and prayer study. Contact
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based
on material provided by the Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Contact Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)








“Men’s Master
Builders”
A few years ago,
CELC had a growing
and active men’s
small group/bible study.



Several men
of CELC have lost their
men’s small group –
are there a few guys
out there who are interested in facilitating/
participating in a
“men’s small group”? If so, please
talk with Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email




Mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

Reasons to Join a
Small Group:
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You will understand the
Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel
like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more
meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle
times of crisis, change, and
stress better.
You will have a natural way
to share Christ with friends,
relatives, and work
associates.
You will develop leadership
skills you never knew you
had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship,
laughter, and fun.

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org
CLC@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Pastor Karis Graham
Interim Pastor
PastorKaris@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Regular Schedule
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

9:15 am

Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator
Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

11:15 am
Karu Sooriya
Finance Administrator

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
Ages 3 thru Elementary School age
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Christopher Koelzer
Organist/Pianist
Chris@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Church Council
Sanna Solem, President
Eleanor Black, Vice President
Larry Goolsby, Secretary
Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer
Farshad Bahari
Don Cuming
Alice Daniel
Frank Goodyear
Lisa Rickard
Nathan Sprenger
Church Council meets every
3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm
Church members are welcome to attend
Our church website is now
ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Thursday, March 24th.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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