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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind… Love
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew
22:37-39)

Celebrating 80 Years!

BEING JOYFUL IN JOYFUL SEASON
An Article by BOBBY LARSEN

Singing Praise and Hymns in the name of Jesus.
Can you imagine singing Hymn 222, “O Bread of Life from Heaven”,
alongside Jesus and the angels on the mountaintop of Mount Olive.
What tone would Jesus sing in? Was he bass or a tenor? Was there a
down-home Hebrew twang to his voice? Or was there an unwavering
crystal pitch? Did he close his eyes and sing to his Father? Or did he
look into his disciples’ eyes and smile at their deep camaraderie?
Did he usually start the song? Or did he join in when John started it,
or Bartholomew? Did he only sing Psalms from the Old Testament?
Or did he make up songs?
Imagine being alongside Jesus and the angels in all their glory.
Just the glow of the glory would bring you Great Joy; the Joy of the
Holy Spirit, while singing about the wonderful beauty, peace and
praise that you would have. I can hardly wait to hear Jesus and angels
singing in Heaven, and singing right alongside them. The Bible says
the aim of song is “to raise the sound of joy” (1 Chronicles 15:16).
Have Joy in your heart and soul, and share it to all you pass/meet.
God’s Joy is unimaginably powerful. He is God.

(continued on page 2)
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BEING JOYFUL IN JOYFUL SEASON
(continued from page 1)

When He speaks, galaxies come into being. And
when He sings for Joy, more energy is released that
exists in all the matter and motion of the universe.
We are singing people, because we are the children
of a singing God.
I rejoice when a company of spiritual worshippers
stand near me on Sunday morning. I feel
supported and empowered by the release of
spiritual energy from the hearts of people in love
with Jesus. There, I said it! IN LOVE WITH
JESUS. Be Proud to love and sing Praise to Jesus.
Jesus wants us to have his Joyful glory right here
on earth, singing, giving, and experiencing the
joyful peace that Jesus brings, that we share with all
the people we meet; by doing this, we will be
“Living in such a way that those who know us, but
don’t know God, will come to know God because
they know us”. People will see Jesus’ work in your
action toward people, and they will see the joyful
glory that you carry from Jesus.
We are in the season of Giving, being Joyful and
celebrating the Joyful birth of the Son of God.
Whether we are having seasonal cheer with our
friends, or meeting someone on the street, give
that cheer in the name of Jesus, with his Joyful
spirit, peace and kindness. Make your action reflect
your Love of Jesus. Keep in mind that God wants
us to bring as many people as we can to his Joyful
glory in Heaven. We can start by being Joyful to all
of God’s people. Even God loves a party, but it will
be a Joyful glorious spiritual one in Heaven, with
all of our friends, and the people we meet, because
our action on earth will show them the way to
Jesus. Now, go in the name of Jesus, and the more

people we bring to the Joyful glorious party, the
happier we will make God’s Joyful glorious party.
This Joyful Season, be God’s gift to his people by
giving your Joyful Glorious Spirit to all of God’s
people, and sing the Hymns and Praise of Jesus!
PSALM 100:1-5 (in pew Bible page 482)
Shout with joy to the Lord, O earth!
Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing with joy.
3
Acknowledge that the Lord is God!
He made us, and we are his.
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
Give thanks to him and bless his name.
5
For the Lord is good.
His unfailing love continues forever,
And his faithfulness continues to each generation.
1
2

Now go be that Joyful Gift in the name of Jesus.
Forever in Jesus name.
Bobby
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IN AND AROUND CELC
Welcome to CELC!

Fair Trade Coffee

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the
means for small farmers to make enough money
to support themselves while using the premiums
to improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:

Holy Communion
Information
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice is white
and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like
more information about communion, contact Pastor
Tony by e-mail at PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.com



pillow packets
(pre-ground) of Regular
(Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each
pillow packet makes one
pot (about 64 oz.) of
coffee ($2)



a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf coffees
($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg and decaf)

To learn more about this coffee,
visit www.equalexchange.com

Greet and Treat Ministry
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat
ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces
to greet worshippers each Sunday morning!
To sign up, contact Bobby (bobby@heartmindsoul).

Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente at carpedm28@verizon.net.

Find us on Facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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Rainbow Via de Cristo

Ultreya Community Gathering Potluck
Saturday, Nov. 14
5:30-8:00 pm
Location & Directions
Trinity Lutheran Church
6600 Laurel Bowie Road, Bowie, MD 20715
Church website: http://www.tlcbowie.org

Join us on Saturday, November 14th from 5:30 - 8pm with fellowship, food, singing and a 4th day talk .
Please bring a main dish or dessert to share, and a beverage of your choice.
Musicians should bring your instruments.

SPRING WEEKEND RETREATS
Men's Weekend:
April 7-10, 2016
Women's Weekend:
April 14-17, 2016

A typical weekend begins on Thursday evening and closes late Sunday afternoon. A team of clergy
and lay people present a program based on the topics of grace, Christian living and the church.
There are numerous opportunities for discussion, reflection, prayer, sharing, spiritual counseling,
communion, singing and fellowship. These weekends, the Via de Cristo (Way of Christ), are for all adult
Christians that have an active desire to deepen their faith, knowledge, discipleship and love of Christ.
Over the years, participation in this opportunity for spiritual growth has helped over 2,000 parishioners
in the Washington DC Metropolitan Region become more dedicated followers of Jesus Christ.
This movement was founded in Spain in the 1940's; the local community has been active since 1979
and is one of 44 Via de Cristo communities in the United States.
Visit www.rainbow-vdc.com for more information.
If you are interested in attending these events, Talk to Dave and Dee Lambert.
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MANY THANK YOU’S
TO ALL WHO HELPED MAKE OUR
TH
80 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION MEMORABLE!
Pastor Tony for his guidance, leader ship, cr eativity and outr each to Bishop
Graham and participating ministers to create a wonderful service. And for working with
Richard to create a beautiful order of worship and music.


 Bishop Richard Graham, Pastor Lowell Schuetze, and Pastor Marv Tollefson, for

their wonderful messages and reflections, and vision for the future.

 Richard Czypinski for br inging together so many musical aspects to include the

choir, praise band, guest musicians to include our very own Ruth Albright and her group.
Richard also partnered with Dave Lambert and Alice Daniel to create, research and update
the database of invitees, designed the bulletins with input from Pastor Tony, prepared the
historical slide and video presentations, and was in involved with many aspects of the
media to include the bulletin, and website. And more…..
 Bobby Larsen for getting many of the behind the scenes things done to include pr inting the bulletins,

coordinating all the church sprucing up efforts, helping to clean up the building and parking lot, serving as Crucifer in
the service, and answering the multitude of questions that came during the planning and orchestrating process.
Showed up even when sick.

 Karu Sooriya for keeping tr ack of all the honor /memor ial gifts and giving.

 Angelica Rodriguez for all her many special loving touches in keeping the building clean and pr esentable,

above and beyond her normal responsibilities.

 Dave Lambert for coor dinating, cr eating, and sour cing the invitation and save-the-date cards, and tracking all of

the RSVPS and dedications as they came in. He also managed to source special banners with Thrivent funding. Then
he took on planning and orchestrating the reception with his special assistant Dee Lambert. Oh, and then there is the
professional photographer that Dave and Dee provided for. And more…...

 Reception Team of Shawn & Catherine Johnson, Dee Lambert, Paula Mathis, Larry Goolsby (also a photogr apher )

Lisa Bente, Lisa Rickard, Elke Womak and Judy Hults. Lisa R, Elke and Dee made all those wonder ful
sandwiches!

 Barry Lemley for being the Community Outr each liaison and cr eating the GGT Bulletin Boar ds.
 Alice Daniel for cr eating the histor ical displays with Frank & Margaret Goodyear’s assistance. Alice also

assisted with Outreach by providing many names and addresses of former members.

 Sanna Solem and Florence Heacock for leading intentional pr ayer effor ts sur r ounding this event.
 All of the service participants, including Chris Koelzer, our organist, choir and praise band, and other instrumentalists

named in the bulletin, including 6 singers from Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Bethesda, Suzanne Parrott, Tim &
Penny Smith, Don & Mary Cuming.

 Frank Goodyear and Tim Smith for ser ving as par king lot attendants.
 Plus everyone unnamed (you know who you ar e) who pitched in to make it a special celebr ation in which we

praised our dear Lord and gave thanks for how blessed we are.

With Appreciation,
Ingrid Dallaire
80th Anniversary Chair
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Join Us Sundays for Comeback Church Lifestyles!
By Larry Goolsby
As we all know, CELC recently embarked on an exciting new – and yes, “challenging” – course of study,
discussion, and prayer based on the book Comeback Churches. This book specifically speaks to the
situation we have at CELC – we have changed greatly in recent years as has the community around us,
and the way churches in general must advance their mission has had to evolve accordingly if they are
to remain a relevant and powerful force to carry out God’s purposes and plans.
We have a supply of the Comeback Churches books on hand and urge everyone to get a copy and join
one of the groups going through the book; we are asking a $10 donation per book. Our Challenging
Lifestyles group is among those taking up this challenge, and we’ve decided to update our name to
reflect not only this book but also the future course that CELC will be on as we “come back” to a vibrant
and strong community of those following Jesus Christ.
In addition to Comeback Church Lifestyles at our traditional time between the services Sunday mornings,
we have begun a Saturday group that will meet most Saturday mornings 9:00 to 10:30 for those who
prefer to participate then – watch for announcements each week.
This book reports on more than 300 formerly declining congregations across ten different denominations,
ringing the bell about what it takes today to revitalize a weakened body of believers. Any church can
become healthy again, enjoy renewed vitality, and make a difference if we are willing to study and take
the steps outlined in the book. Comeback Churches addresses churches who once were filled in the 1950s
and 1960s and now hold a fraction of their capacity. Our church too can return to healthy prayerful,
spiritual, biblical and evangelistic regeneration. We extend a warm and fresh invitation to everyone, both
on this list and others in our church community, to join us Sundays between the services – or Saturday
mornings – and be a part of this exciting and promising journey!
And – remember that as a small group, we also carry on our tradition of fellowship and Bible study
as we always have, keeping in mind the readings for each week and how our time together gives us
inspiration and strength for the week ahead and every day beyond as we walk with Jesus down the
Christian lifestyles path. These are exciting times for CELC, and times that will challenge us as well – but
“with God, all things are possible,” and we invite you to be an active part of the journey!

We welcome your presence any Sunday!

8

CELC
Community
Breakfasts
Dates:

November 15th
December 20th
January 17th

Time:
Contact person:
ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —
November 15th - December 20th 2015 and January 17th
10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together.
This is also an opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions,
and questions regarding the future of CELC. If you would like to
bring a food item to share,
Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org)
or Larry Goolsby (clgoolsby@verizon.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.christlutheranbethesda.org
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O Lord, we thank thee for our daily bread.
May it strengthen and refresh our bodies!
And we pray thee, nourish our souls with
thy heavenly grace through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

Jeremiah 29:12 In those days when you pray, I will listen.

Prayer Corner

Prayer

Our prayer list…

Prayer an object of worship,
or a spiritual entity through deliberate
communication. Prayer can be a form
of religious practice, may be either
individual or communal and take place
in public or in private. It may involve the
use of words or song. When language is
used, prayer may take the form of a
hymn, incantation, formal creed, or a
spontaneous utterance in the praying
person. There are different forms of
prayer such as petitionary prayer,
prayers of supplication, thanksgiving,
and worship/praise. requesting guidance,
requesting assistance, confessing sins or
to express one's thoughts and emotions.
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Dr. Albert Esch, Gail Ahrendts family, Bruce Risser
family, Pastor John D. Muller family,
Wilma Christ, Terrance Green, Dr. Gertrude
Haugan, Amy, Gerald Calabrese Alexandra
Egress, Hafizi Family, Chee Kin Tang, Family of
Michael Buxton, Dallaire Family, Michael Small,
Suzan Swanton, Mary Anne Poch, Aaron, Patricia
Nuzum, Wertlieb, Bob Blatzheim, Ariane Hafizi,
Darlene Grander’s son; Evin Biel; Terry Seaks &
Family of Jane Seaks; Tom Parrott, husband of
Suzanne Parrott; ; Elke Meldau-Womack;
Marie-Laure; Oscar Line; The young men of Nick's
Place; The ministry of the Mi Refugio in
Guatemala; The children at The Children's Inn
at NIH and their families and caregivers.
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HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING
Prayers of thanks and special thanksgiving ceremonies are common among almost all religions
after harvests and at other times.[1] The Thanksgiving holiday's history in North America is rooted
in English traditions dating from the Protestant Reformation. It also has aspects of a harvest festival, even though the harvest in New England occurs well before the late-November date on which
the modern Thanksgiving holiday is celebrated.[1][2]In the English tradition, days of thanksgiving
and special thanksgiving religious services became important during the English Reformation in
the reign of Henry VIII and in reaction to the large number of religious holidays on the Catholic
calendar. Before 1536 there were 95 Church holidays, plus 52 Sundays, when people were required to attend church and forego work and sometimes pay for expensive celebrations. The 1536
reforms reduced the number of Church holidays to 27, but some Puritans wished to completely
eliminate all Church holidays, including Christmas and Easter. The holidays were to be replaced
by specially called Days of Fasting or Days of Thanksgiving, in response to events that the Puritans viewed as acts of special providence. Unexpected disasters or threats of judgement from on
high called for Days of Fasting. Special blessings, viewed as coming from God, called for Days of
Thanksgiving. For example, Days of Fasting were called on account of drought in 1611, floods in
1613, and plagues in 1604 and 1622. Days of Thanksgiving were called following the victory over
the Spanish Armada in 1588 and following the deliverance of Queen Anne in 1705.

NOVEMBER
11 Frank Goodyear
14 Ruth Lewis

DECEMBER

If you have not submitted your birthday for our records,
please do so — yellow slips are available in the narthex.
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4 Mitch Miller
6 Paula Bobb-Semple
11 Alice Daniel
24 Nathan Sprenger
25 Marion E. Cole
27 Karu Karunaratne
30 Deborah Lambert
31 Rev David Buehler
31 Dave Lambert
31 Elke Womack

16

COMEBACK CHURCHES LIFESTYLE
for
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH (CELC)
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20815
Jesus loved the church and gave Himself for her (Eph. 5:25)
Join us in prayer, study, and discussion!
Saturdays, 9-10:30 a.m.
November 7, 14, 21 (Nov. 28 - NO CLASS -Thanksgiving Weekend)
December 5, 12, 19 (Dec. 26 - NO CLASS - Christmas Weekend)
January 9, 16, 23, 30 (Jan. 2 – NO CLASS - New Years Weekend)
Sundays – 10:15-11:15 a.m.
November 1, 8, 15, 22 (Nov. 29 - NO CLASS - Thanksgiving Wknd)
December 6, 13, 20 (Dec. 27 - NO CLASS - Christmas Weekend)
January 10, 17, 24, 31 (Jan. 3 - NO CLASS - New Years Weekend)
In Acts 20:28, Paul exhorted the elders of the church at Ephesus to be “shepherds of the
church of God” (NIV), meaning that they should care for and guard the church.
In 1 Corinthians 14, Paul encouraged the leaders in Corinth to edify, build up, and strengthen
the church through worship. Without fail, Paul wrote of his prayers for the church. For these
reasons, your church’s Pastor Carpenter and the members of the Redevelopment Working
Group are praying for CELC and are passionate about helping CELC to return to healthy
prayerful, spiritual, biblical and evangelistic regeneration.
Comeback Churches is a focus on churches where Scripture is an assumed
priority. It is a book not only about research, but strong about churches
involved in the daily flow of life. Leading missiologist Ed Stetzer sheds new
light on a crucial issue in Comeback Churches. Coauthored with Pastor Mike
Dodson, their exceptionally researched book reports on more than 300 formerly
declining congregations across ten different denominations, ringing the bell
about what it takes today to revitalize a weakened body of believers.
There is hope for your church, Christ Lutheran Church! Any church can become
healthy again, enjoy renewed vitality, and make a difference if you’re willing to study and take
the steps outlined in the book, “Comeback Churches”, a practical and powerful book and Bible
study for churches who once were large church buildings filled in the 1950s and 1960s, and
now hold a fraction of their capacity. Overall, our church is struggling, and striving to return to
healthy prayerful, spiritual, biblical and evangelistic regeneration.
Books and study sponsored by your (CELC’s) church’s Pastor,
Dr. Tony Carpenter and the Redevelopment Working Group

For information, please contact:
Sanna Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com)
Ray Albright (rj.albright2@verizon.net)
Don Cumings (cumingd@aol.com)
Larry Goolsby (clgoolsby@verizon.net)
Shawn Johnson (imperial@comcast.net)
Lallitha John (lallithamol@aol.com)
Paula Mathis (mathispaula@cs.com)
Florence Heacock (flohea@gmail.com)
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Guiding Star
Child Development
Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center
provides exceptional child development
services in a safe, nurturing Christian
environment. Our philosophy: Safety is
essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.

We offer child care in Bethesda:
8011 Old Georgetown Rd
For more info, call 301-656-9003.

FAITH FORMATION
FOR CHILDREN
Age 3 – Elementary School Age

CELC’s Sunday School
takes place
The church of the first century
was incredibly dynamic and flexible. Communities of Jesus followers met together in their homes,
learning and growing together by
meeting one
another’s needs. That early life of
the Fellowship of Believers is described in Acts 2:41-47.

every Sunday
at 10:15 am
Contact Judy at mish2t@gmail.com

Over the years and through the centuries, Christians
have continued to find that the best way to experience
true Christian fellowship is in a small group.
It’s a place where you can come to give and receive ideas,
help, and encouragement. It’s a place where you're part
of a group that's seeking to grow in their faith just as you
are; a group that will be with you through your struggles
and rejoice with you in your triumphs. It's a place where
you usually gain lifelong friends!
Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or you're
a seasoned Christian, you'll be challenged and moved by
participating in a small group.
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Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles,
and joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships,
and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.
“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic
Sunday morning experience for those
wishing to learn, experience the
lifestyle of Jesus Christ in the 21st
Century “challenging lifestyles.”
A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive fellowship.
Sundays, 10:15 am in The Upper
Room. Contact Larry Goolsby:
301-946-6479; or
clgoolbylsby@verizon.net
“THRIVE” for women
seeking in-depth
Bible study, fellowship, fun, outreach
ministries meets
September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each
month. Breakfast included.
Contact Sanna Solem at:
sannalsolem@gmail.com
or 301-571-0050

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship.
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer
Services and prayer study. Contact
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based
on material provided by the Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Contact Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)








“Men’s Master
Builders”
A few years ago,
CELC had a growing
and active men’s
small group/bible study.



Several men
of CELC have lost their
men’s small group –
are there a few guys
out there who are interested in facilitating/
participating in a
“men’s small group”? If so, please
talk with Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email




Mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

Reasons to Join a
Small Group:
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You will understand the
Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel
like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more
meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle
times of crisis, change, and
stress better.
You will have a natural way
to share Christ with friends,
relatives, and work
associates.
You will develop leadership
skills you never knew you
had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship,
laughter, and fun.

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org
CLC@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Pastor Tony Carpenter
Interim Pastor
PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Regular Schedule
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

9:15 am

Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator
Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

11:15 am
Karu Sooriya
Finance Administrator

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
Ages 3 thru Elementary School age
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Christopher Koelzer
Organist/Pianist
Chris@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Church Council
Sanna Solem, President
Eleanor Black, Vice President
Larry Goolsby, Secretary
Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer
Farshad Bahari
Don Cuming
Alice Daniel
Frank Goodyear
Lisa Rickard
Nathan Sprenger
Church Council meets every
3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm
Church members are welcome to attend
Our church website is now
ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Thursday, December 17th.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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