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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT

Celebrating 80 Years!

SUMMER TIME
An Article by PASTOR TONY

The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind… Love
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew
22:37-39)

We knew it would happen and it has. The days of
summer are upon us. So, like the intelligent beings
that we are—summer is that special time when we
try to crowd as many events into our daylight hours
as possible. We sail, golf, garden, swim, travel,
lounge, grill and go for walks with friends, tour
historic places and visit or are visited by grandchildren. We try to get out the door of our homes and
workplaces to use every bit of sunlight to do those
things that we really enjoy most.
Weekends are especially precious summer days.
Each year state park attendance records soar
with growing crowds of campers
(continued on page 2)
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SUMMER TIME
(continued from page 1)

and sightseers from Friday through
Sunday and some families live there
throughout the week. Activities for
families, friends, church groups,
co-workers and favorite groups
abound during summer months with
elaborate outdoor meals of barbeque,
hamburger, hotdog, salad, ice cream,
lemonade, deserts and watermelon.
Unfortunately, as we crowd out our
weekends, we put church on hold.
So let me suggest that this year, we
try to find place for God our Creator,
as we enjoy God’s beautiful outdoors.
Once, while on a road trip, Joanne
pointed at the distant beautiful tall
trees that lined the horizon. She said,
“How can anyone look at this beauty
and not believe there is a gracious
God who created it?” I heartily agreed
with that sentiment and added,
“We should always stop and give God
thanks!”

salad fixings for a neighbor. Other ways
to give thanks to God is to offer to pickup cleaning or groceries for the elderly
couple next door.
Summer evenings are always good to
catch up on reading or setting aside
time to meditate and pray. Nevertheless,
however or wherever the days of
summer might find you, at home or
a multitude of others places, I pray
that you will give gratitude to God for
strength, health and faith this summer.
Gratitude is called Eucharist. In Greek,
it is also an expression of our profound
thankfulness to God at the Table of the
Lord for the many blessings in our lives.
So enjoy your summer and remember
to bring God along in all that you do.
I wish you a summer of wonderful joy.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Tony Carpenter

Giving thanks to God for the summer
days is one way to keep in touch with
our Creator. Yes! We all can use the
extended summer daylight to do so
many things and especially help others. Why not include on your summer
to do list: a visit to favorite friends;
a visit to an elderly family member;
or share a bouquet of flowers with a
sick loved one who is confined indoors
because of illness. We might also
consider, when preparing one of those
easy summer meals, throwing on an
extra burger or adding a few more
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IN AND AROUND CELC
Welcome to CELC!

Fair Trade Coffee

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the
means for small farmers to make enough money
to support themselves while using the premiums
to improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:

Holy Communion
Information
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice is white
and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like
more information about communion, contact Pastor
Tony by e-mail at PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.com



pillow packets
(pre-ground) of Regular
(Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each
pillow packet makes one
pot (about 64 oz.) of
coffee ($2)



a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf coffees
($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg and decaf)

To learn more about this coffee,
visit www.equalexchange.com

Greet and Treat Ministry
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat
ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces
to greet worshippers each Sunday morning!
To sign up, contact Bobby (bobby@heartmindsoul).

Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente at carpedm28@verizon.net.

Find us on Facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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Rainbow Via de Cristo
Location & Directions
Trinity Lutheran Church, Lexington Park, MD
Location & Directions
Trinity Lutheran Church
46707 Shangri La Drive
Lexington Park, MD 20653
Church website: www.trinitylutheranlp.org

Join us on Saturday, July 11th from 5:30 - 8pm with fellowship, food, singing and a 4th day
talk . Please bring a main dish or dessert to share, and a beverage of your choice.
Musician should bring your instruments.

JUNE
2 Richard Czypinski
7 David Coyoy
10 Penny Smith
30 Nick Hauser

ANNIVERSARY
June 19th 50th
Wedding Anniversary
Tim & Penny Smith
If you have not submitted your birthday for our records,
please do so — yellow slips are available in the narthex.

4

SAVE THE DATE!
invites you to our celebration of
80 years
of Christian faith and ministry.

A Special Worship Service
on

Sunday, September 20, 2015
at 10:30 a.m.

Reception to follow

8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20814
301-652-5160 www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org

ABOUT THE HISTORY/REMEMBRANCE DISPLAY...

Do you have pictures, etc. you would like to share?
Drop off or forward to the church office to Ingrid Dallaire's attention.
Need help to organize and display items. If you would like to volunteer,
contact Ingrid Dallaire at 301-455-6962 or Ingrid.Dallaire@LongandFoster.com

ABOUT INVITATIONS...

Do you know someone we should invite?
Think about out of town family, friends, etc. Please forward their email address/mailing
address to Membership@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

ABOUT THE RECEPTION...
Donations and Helpers needed.
Please contact Dave Lambert at 301-983-5034.
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Phone: 301 656 9003
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Greetings CELC,
Well we are officially at the end of our 2014-2015 school year!!! We are so proud of how successful our school
year has been. The children have had a great time learning and growing throughout the year. The Land of
the Letter People curriculum continues to impress; combining creativity and open ended experiences for our
preschoolers. They will be well prepared for kindergarten and beyond! Speaking of which; our Pre-K children
have been practicing for their upcoming graduation ceremony; they are just so excited!!
Summer camp begins June 1. We have lots of fun activities planned for our summer camp program. This year
our camp’s theme will be “Explorations and Discoveries!!” Each week the children will explore and learn with
entertaining themes such as “Science Rocks” and “Little chefs can cook”. In addition to the camp activities;
field trips, water play, exciting story times, puppet shows, and a traveling zoo will complete our summer
program. If you know of anyone who is looking for a terrific summer camp, please tell them about our
summer camp program!
Finally I plan to post updates and photos throughout the summer of all the fun activities and
events on GS’s Facebook page. You are welcome to check us out and of course like our page .
That’s all the news for now.
I pray you all have a safe and enjoyable summer!
Sincerely,
Sylvia
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Join Us Sundays for Challenging Lifestyles
By Larry Goolsby

As many of you already know, Challenging Lifestyles is now presenting the excellent video and discussion series by John
Ortberg on the impact of Jesus, “Who is This Man – The Unpredictable Impact of the Inescapable Jesus.” The series
documents how Jesus has profoundly shaped not just Christianity but all other aspects of our culture and world as well.
We show a brief video for each segment of this series – based on Ortberg’s book of the same name – followed by
plenty of time for reflection and discussion.
Response to the series has really been good, and it has been wonderful to be with the church members and their
families who have come together for this very educational and inspirational series. We will continue into the first part
of June, and we hope you'll be with us and encourage others to come. We meet between the services, and are
holding the series in the Hospitality Room instead of our usual location in the Upper Room.
This experience has been a good reminder of how thoroughly important Jesus has been, and continues to be,
to both our individual lives and the world around us. His impact is not something to be studied and talked about
just for a couple of hours on Sunday, but is instead a part of all we are and do.
These discussions also point to one way we can become a more outward-facing congregation that can engage our
neighbors and community more fully. Whatever the faith and beliefs of those who live around us, they too in many
ways have experienced Jesus’s “unpredictable impacts” whether they are aware of it or not. As we prepare for
and experience CELC’s coming transitions, we will be called upon more than ever to find common touch points
with those outside our walls and to frame our mission in ways they can more easily understand.
I’m reminded of one of the Bible readings we had a few Sundays ago from Matthew 16 – here are verses 13-16
that describe this conversation between Jesus and the disciples:

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
14
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
16
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
13

So who would you say Jesus is – not just in a few words but in a thoughtful conversation with someone outside our
circle of members and friends? The Ortberg series is helping to equip us with better answers to these and many
other questions of life and faith, and we hope you’ll join us if you haven’t already.
We are always looking in our group for new resources like this series that can help us focus on the “challenges” of our
Christian “lifestyle” – thus the name for our Sunday morning gatherings – and have some others in mind for the coming
months. Please consider making this hour of exploring our faith through conversation, Bible study, and prayer a part of
your week. If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me at clgoolsby@verizon.net or (301) 946-6479.

We welcome your presence any Sunday!
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Check out CELC’s online giving page!
Go to the church's website to access the page!
Each holiday season, Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church anticipates and relies on a seasonal
increase in contributions. It is through the donations of every individual and family in the
congregation that we are able to carry on our work now and throughout the year.
In contrast, the church usually experiences a sharp drop in giving right after the holidays,
and into January and February, as well as the summer months. We all may go on vacations,
but the church itself never goes on vacation, and the bills must continue to get paid.
End-of Year Gifts are strongly encouraged and much appreciated, but that is in addition to
regular giving all year long, which is absolutely essential to the financial operations of the church.
To set up a recurring giving schedule, Go to the church website, www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org
and look for the Online Giving button below:

Just click on this button on the website home page and follow the instructions:

Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our church year round. Consider
scheduling a recurring electronic contribution today. It’s easy! You will no longer need to write
out checks and prepare envelopes every week. Even when travel, illness or other circumstances
prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to be received on
an uninterrupted basis.
Secure donation services are provided by Vanco Services, LLC. Vanco processes electronic donations for thousands
of churches and nonprofit organizations. The Simply Giving® Program Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union is
operated by Vanco Services. Simply Giving® is a registered trademark of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent
Federal Credit Union assumes no responsibility for the products and services offered by Vanco Services under the
Simply Giving® Program.
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CELC
Community
Breakfasts
Dates:

June
21st
July
19th
No August breakfast

Time:
Contact person:
ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —
June 21st, then July 19th and No August Breakfast 2015
10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together.
This is also an opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions,
and questions regarding the future of CELC. If you would like to
bring a food item to share,
Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org)
or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.christlutheranbethesda.org
10

O Lord, we thank thee for our daily bread.
May it strengthen and refresh our bodies!
And we pray thee, nourish our souls with
thy heavenly grace through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

Jeremiah 29:12 In those days when you pray, I will listen.

Prayer Corner

Prayer

Our prayer list…

Prayer an object of worship,
or a spiritual entity through deliberate
communication. Prayer can be a form
of religious practice, may be either
individual or communal and take place
in public or in private. It may involve the
use of words or song. When language is
used, prayer may take the form of a
hymn, incantation, formal creed, or a
spontaneous utterance in the praying
person. There are different forms of
prayer such as petitionary prayer,
prayers of supplication, thanksgiving,
and worship/praise. requesting guidance,
requesting assistance, confessing sins or
to express one's thoughts and emotions.
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Terrance Green, Gail Ahrendts, Dr. Gertrude
Haugan, Amy, Gerald Calabrese Alexandra
Egress, Hafizi Family, Chee Kin Tang, Family
of Michael Buxton, Dallaire Family, Michael
Small, Suzan Swanton, Mary Anne Poch,
Aaron, Patricia Nuzum, Wertlieb, Bob
Blatzheim, Pastor Jon Hundt, Ariane Hafizi,
Darlene Grander’s son; Evin Biel; Terry Seaks
& Family of Jane Seaks; Tom Parrott, husband
of Suzanne Parrott; ; Elke Meldau-Womack;
Marie-Laure; Oscar Line; The young men of
Nick's Place; The ministry of the Mi Refugio in
Guatemala; The children at The Children's Inn
at NIH and their families and caregivers.

...AN EXCITING ARTICLE IN THE GAZETTE
$25 million community center coming to downtown Bethesda
Church and nonprofit plan to build center downtown
by Kate S. Alexander Staff writer

A Bethesda church and the nonprofit Graceful Growing Together will use state money to help build an integrated
church and community center in Woodmont Triangle.
Maryland lawmakers approved a $150,000 earmark, known as a bond bill, for the project, which is expected to cost
about $24 million to $26 million, according to Barry Lemley, president and executive director of Graceful Growing
Together .

Since 1938, Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church has owned the downtown Bethesda property where the community
center will be built, Lemley said.
Graceful Growing Together is a nonprofit whose sole member is the church, Lemley said. The nonprofit has a 25-year
lease to manage the center once it is built. The church will own the building and land.
Currently, the church has several buildings on its property. The buildings not only provide worship space, but have also
housed community programs, a culinary arts incubator and community programs such as some Bethesda Cares’
services. In total, Lemley said, the church has about 14,000 square feet there.
“We’ve always been a congregation that shared its facilities as they were available,” he said.

Roughly eight years ago, the church decided to not just share its facilities, but construct a new building that would
“really embrace the needs of the community,” Lemley said.
What it envisioned was a larger building that could house the church and also function as a community center with
space for meetings, recreation, senior activities and a day care center, plus a theater and room for the programs that
currently share its space.
Bethesda has no community center downtown that will provide what the Graceful Growing Together project would
offer, Del. Marc A. Korman said.
Korman (D-Dist. 16) of Bethesda sponsored the bill to fund the project, with support from the entire District 16
delegation. In the Senate, Susan C. Lee (D-Dist. 16) of Bethesda was a sponsor.

“We want to grow around Metro stations, and I think that is great, but we need to make sure we are providing all types
of infrastructure — not just school and roads, but community centers like this,” Korman said.
The Graceful Growing Together project hits all of the marks for state support through a bond bill, Korman said.
To fund the lion’s share of the project, the church plans to sell about half of its roughly 2-acre site to a developer to
build 107 condos, Lemley said.
As part of the deal, the developer also will build the new community center at cost, with no markup. The parcel hasn’t
been sold, but is under contract, he said.
The church and Graceful Growing Together hope to break ground on the project in 2016 and be open by mid-2018,
Lemley said. During construction, the church has an agreement with Imagination Stage to use space several blocks
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away, he said. Once built, he said, the community center will have seven levels and 64,000 square feet.
Lemley said that in the next few weeks, the church and Graceful Growing Together will hold public hearings with adjacent homeowners and other neighbors.
Lemley said his organization is considering asking the state in future years for more money through bond bills. The
group asked for $400,000 toward the project and received $150,000.

Christ Lutheran Church and Community Center
View from Old Georgetown and Glenbrook Road
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...From the Music Ministry
A SEASON OF BEAUTIFUL MUSIC
The first half of 2015 has been a very busy
one in the Sanctuary, especially in the area
of music. The month of May was
exceptionally filled with music concerts that
were moving and unique.
Every month from September through May,
the Rock Creek Chamber Players, a network
of local musicians, puts on a concert once a
month on the 2nd Sunday at 3 pm.
Mother’s Day weekend was filled with music at CELC. On Saturday, May 9th, our church choir, along with
two members of Rock Creek Chamber Players, Anne Frank, cellist and Willem von Eeghen, violinist, put on
another successful “CREATION SINGS” Spring Choral Concert.
The next day, on May 10th, the Rock Creek Chamber Players performed a Mother’s Day concert.
The following Sunday, May 17th, there was a concert that was the
first of its kind in the Metro DC area. Members of Rock Creek
Chamber Players partnered with our church, Music for Food, a
musician-based benefit organization based in Boston, and Manna
Food Center, based in Rockville. The purpose was to raise money
for food for the hungry in the Metro DC area. The concert was free,
but donations of $25 per person were requested. The musician
members of Music for Food had agreed to match whatever
donations came in. A Facebook page was created with an online
giving component. To everyone’s great surprise and joy, over 180
people showed up to the concert, and online donations and concert
donations have surpassed $11,000, so over $22,000 is going
toward the great cause!

We recently received news from our organist, Luis Reyes, that he will be leaving us
after Sunday, June 21st, to pursue a doctoral degree at University of Southern
California. We will have a Farewell celebration for him on June 21st, at the Community
Breakfast and during the 11:15 am Traditional service.
If you are interested in singing with our choir, whether to sing on Sunday for our 11:15
am Traditional service, or to sing in our upcoming concerts, please contact
Richard Czypinski at 301-652-5160 or
Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

17

Women's Bible Study - Thrive
Thrive will meet twice in June (first and third
Saturday) and then once in July (date to be
determined). We are off on holiday in August
and will resume our Bible Studies in September.
Our group generally meets twice a month on the
first and third Saturdays and we also
enjoy a breakfast at 9:00 with Bible Study from
9:30 - 10:30 AM. Some of our meetings are at the
Church, but most are held in individual homes.
We are pleased to welcome anyone interested in
|innovative and exciting Bible Studies.

Have a great summer!
for more information:

Please contact Sanna Solem on 301-571-0050 or
sannalsolem@gmail.com; or talk with me at Church.

FAITH FORMATION
FOR CHILDREN
Age 3 – Elementary School Age

CELC’s Sunday School
takes place
every Sunday
at 10:15 am
Contact Judy at
mish2t@gmail.com
Sunday School is now on Holiday,
will resume on August 30

18

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles,
and joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships,
and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic
Sunday morning experience for those
wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing,
and supportive fellowship. Sundays,
10:15 am in The Upper Room.
Contact Larry Goolsby: 301-9466479; or clgoolbylsby@verizon.net
“THRIVE” for women
seeking in-depth
Bible study, fellowship, fun, outreach
ministries meets
September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each
month. Breakfast included.
Contact Sanna Solem at:
sannalsolem@gmail.com
or 301-571-0050

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship.
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer
Services and prayer study. Contact
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study and
fellowship based on material provided by the Women of the ELCA,
meets at 10:00 am on the third
Tuesday of each month. Contact
Wilma Christ, 301-530-5023, for
details.
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based
on material provided by the Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Contact Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)

“Men’s Master Builders”
A few years ago,
CELC had a growing
and active men’s
small group/bible
study.











Several men
of CELC have lost
their men’s small
group – are there a
few guys out there
who are interested
in facilitating/
participating in a
“men’s small group”? If so, please
talk with Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email




Mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

Reasons to Join a
Small Group:

19

You will understand the
Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel
like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more
meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle
times of crisis, change, and
stress better.
You will have a natural way
to share Christ with friends,
relatives, and work
associates.
You will develop leadership
skills you never knew you
had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship,
laughter, and fun.

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org
CLC@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Pastor Tony Carpenter
Interim Pastor
PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Regular Schedule
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

9:15 am

Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator
Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

11:15 am

W. Karunaratne
Finance Administrator

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
Ages 3 thru Elementary School age
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Luis Reyes
Organist/Pianist
Luis@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Church Council
Sanna Solem, President
Eleanor Black, Vice President
Larry Goolsby, Secretary
Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer
Farshad Bahari
Don Cuming
Alice Daniel
Frank Goodyear
Lisa Rickard
Nathan Sprenger
Church Council meets every
3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm
Church members are welcome to attend
Our church website is now
ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Thursday, August 20th.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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