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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind… Love
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew
22:37-39)

The Season of lent
An Article by Pastor Tony Carpenter
The Season of Lent March 2015 Newsletter
The Season of Lent is the “Bottom Line of the
Christian Faith”. Lent is a journey of penitence and
purification. It is a pathway of Christian observance to
bring us back to a loving relationship with Jesus Christ.
This year’s midweek Lenten study is John Ortberg’s book,
Who Is This Man. His historical summary of Jesus adds
light to Jesus’ impact on the world. Jesus’ ministry so
touched the lives of men and women of His day that His
followers continue to change lives 2000 years later.
Ortberg says that in such a short life span, his ministry
ignited a revolution of humanity, thus, creating a whole
new vision of what it means to be a human being. He left
the world with a radically new idea that the “least of these”
were to be treasured.
Jesus did not start out by saying to the disciples,
“Here are proofs of my divinity; affirm
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The Season of lent
(continued from page 1)

them and I’ll accept you”. Rather, he
modeled the worth God places on human
life (Matthew 6:26; 10:29-31; 12:11-12).
We live in a different world today because
of Jesus, regardless of what folks think
about him. His ministry unlocked a message of God’s love for |all that has brought
influences and |challenges upon all human life, even to this very day.
Each week we will explore a series
of topics related to Jesus’ impact on the
world through featured video notes, group
discussion questions and scripture. Our
challenge for this Lenten study is to make
each lesson a relevant message for all who
come, that all of us will get to know more
about Jesus’ impact on the world and discover how we fit in.

for yourself Jesus’ vision for
us to lead lives of dignity,
compassion, forgiveness,
and hope.
Please check our CELC
website and Sunday
bulletin for more Lenten
program activities. This is
also my special invitation
to you to join us in worship each Sunday not
just during the Lenten Season but every Sunday
of the year. And remember you are always
encouraged to invite a friend.
Blessings and Peace,

Pastor Tony Carpenter
March 2015

As we move through the studies of
Lent let us not forget that our ultimate
preparation is repentance during which
we anticipate Good Friday and Easter.
Just as we carefully prepare for big events
in our personal lives, Lent invites us to
make our hearts ready for remembering
Jesus’ passion and celebrating Jesus’
resurrection.
Please come and join us over a
simple meal of bead and hot soup as we
engage in lively discussions of how Jesus’
influence has swept over history, thus
offering his inspiration to virtually every
field of human experiences to name a few,
the arts, science, government, medicine,
education and religion. Come and discover
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IN AND AROUND CELC
Welcome to CELC!

Fair Trade Coffee

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the
means for small farmers to make enough money
to support themselves while using the premiums
to improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:

Holy Communion
Information
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice is white
and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like
more information about communion, contact Pastor
Tony by e-mail at PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.com



pillow packets
(pre-ground) of Regular
(Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each
pillow packet makes one
pot (about 64 oz.) of
coffee ($2)



a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf coffees
($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg and decaf)

To learn more about this coffee,
visit www.equalexchange.com

Greet and Treat Ministry
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat
ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces
to greet worshippers each Sunday morning!
To sign up, contact Bobby (bobby@heartmindsoul).

Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente at carpedm28@verizon.net.

Find us on Facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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Rainbow Via de Cristo
Dave and Dee Lambert invite you to be their guests at the bi-monthly community
gathering of Rainbow Via de Cristo. This family-friendly potluck will be held on
Saturday, March 14th, from 5:30pm until 8:00pm at Our Savior Luther an
Church, 13611 Laurel-Bowie Road, Laurel, MD 20708. Come and meet other
Lutherans in our vicinity! There will be first-rate food, fantastic fellowship,
marvelous music and sensational singing. Please bring a dish or desert
and a drink to share. Musicians, please bring your instruments.
For more information about Via de Cristo in our area,
visit http://www.rainbow-vdc.com

MARCH
1 Emma Grace Czypinski
12 Carter Czypinski
30 Judy Hults

If you have not submitted your birthday for our records, please
do so — yellow slips are available in the narthex.
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Lent (Latin: Quadragesima - English: Fortieth)
Lent is a solemn religious observance in the liturgical
calendar of many
Christian denominations that begins on Ash Wednesday
and covers a period of approximately six weeks before
Easter Sunday. The traditional purpose of Lent is the
preparation of the believer through prayer, penance, repentance of sins, almsgiving, atonement and self-denial.
This event, along with its pious customs are observed by
Christians in the
Anglican, Calvinist, Lutheran, Methodist, and Roman
Catholic traditions. Its institutional purpose is heightened in the annual commemoration of Holy Week,
marking the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus,
which recalls the tradition and events of the New Testament beginning on Friday of Sorrows, further climaxing
on Jesus' crucifixion on Good Friday, which ultimately
culminates in the joyful celebration on Easter Sunday of
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. During Lent, many of
the faithful commit to fasting or giving up certain types
of luxuries as a form of penitence. Many Christians also
add a Lenten spiritual discipline, such as reading a daily
devotional, to draw themselves near
to God. The Stations of the Cross, a devotional commemoration of Christ's carrying the Cross and of his
execution, are often observed. Many Roman Catholic
and some Protestant churches remove flowers from
their altars, while crucifixes, religious statues,
and other elaborate religious symbols are often veiled
in violet fabrics in solemn observance of the event.
Throughout Christendom, some adherents mark the
season with the traditional abstention from the
consumption of meat.

LENTEN SEASON
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FAITH FORMATION
FOR CHILDREN
Age 3 – Elementary School Age

CELC’s Sunday School
takes place
every Sunday
at 10:15 am

6

Check out CELC’s online giving page!
Go to the church's website to access the page!
Each holiday season, Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church anticipates and relies on a seasonal
increase in contributions. It is through the donations of every individual and family in the
congregation that we are able to carry on our work now and throughout the year.
In contrast, the church usually experiences a sharp drop in giving right after the holidays,
and into January and February, as well as the summer months. We all may go on vacations,
but the church itself never goes on vacation, and the bills must continue to get paid.
End-of Year Gifts are strongly encouraged and much appreciated, but that is in addition to
regular giving all year long, which is absolutely essential to the financial operations of the church.
To set up a recurring giving schedule, Go to the church website, www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org
and look for the Online Giving button below:

Just click on this button on the website home page and follow the instructions:

Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our church year round. Consider
scheduling a recurring electronic contribution today. It’s easy! You will no longer need to write
out checks and prepare envelopes every week. Even when travel, illness or other circumstances
prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to be received on
an uninterrupted basis.
Secure donation services are provided by Vanco Services, LLC. Vanco processes electronic donations for thousands
of churches and nonprofit organizations. The Simply Giving® Program Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union is
operated by Vanco Services. Simply Giving® is a registered trademark of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent
Federal Credit Union assumes no responsibility for the products and services offered by Vanco Services under the
Simply Giving® Program.
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CELC
Community
Breakfasts
Dates:

March
April
May
June

15th
19th
17th
21st

Time:
Contact person:
ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —
March 15th, then April 19th and May17th, 2015
10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together.
This is also an opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions,
and questions regarding the future of CELC. If you would like to
bring a food item to share,
Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org)
or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.christlutheranbethesda.org
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THIS MONTH’S CALENDER
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Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles,
and joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships,
and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic
Sunday morning experience for those
wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing,
and supportive fellowship. Sundays,
10:15 am in The Upper Room.
Contact Larry Goolsby: 301-9466479; or goolsbycl@comcast.net
“THRIVE” for women
seeking in-depth
Bible study, fellowship, fun, outreach
ministries meets
September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each
month. Breakfast included.
Contact Sanna Solem at:
sannalsolem@gmail.com
or 301-571-0050

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship.
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer
Services and prayer study. Contact
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study and
fellowship based on material provided by the Women of the ELCA,
meets at 10:00 am on the third
Tuesday of each month. Contact
Wilma Christ, 301-530-5023, for
details.
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based
on material provided by the Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Contact Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)

“Men’s Master Builders”
A few years ago,
CELC had a growing
and active men’s
small group/bible
study.











Several men
of CELC have lost
their men’s small
group – are there a
few guys out there
who are interested
in facilitating/
participating in a
“men’s small group”? If so, please
talk with Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email




Mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

Reasons to Join a
Small Group:
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You will understand the
Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel
like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more
meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle
times of crisis, change, and
stress better.
You will have a natural way
to share Christ with friends,
relatives, and work
associates.
You will develop leadership
skills you never knew you
had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship,
laughter, and fun.

Join Us Sundays for Challenging Lifestyles
By Larry Goolsby

One Sunday this past January, our gospel reading was Mark 1:9-11, which describes Jesus’ baptism
by John the Baptist. This reading and Pastor Tony’s message were enhanced by one of the many
musical gifts that Richard Czypinski and the Praise Band always bring us each week, a wonderful
rendition of “Down to the River to Pray.” The chorus goes as follows:

As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol’ way
And who shall wear the robe and crown?
Good Lord show me the way.
Especially for those of us like me from rural backgrounds, this vivid image of a river and baptism has
special meaning. In addition, I grew up “half Baptist” – my mother was a Baptist until my early teens,
when she “came over” to the Methodist church – and seeing baptisms in that church’s baptismal
pool was an interesting part of my religious education. Baptist churches “out in the country” often
used the real thing – ponds or creeks.
According to sources on the web, this song has been around in various forms since the mid-1800s,
and was likely written originally by an African-American slave. In modern times, it became popular
because of the 2000 movie “O Brother, Where Art Thou?”
Beyond its connection to baptism, the song has a very direct and simple message about faith,
prayer, and walking with God – it’s a very compact summary of many of our core beliefs and values.
I imagine many of us have that feeling as we come together on Sundays – not all that many words
(or songs) perhaps, but large quantities of inspiration and meaning.
This is true as well in our Challenging Lifestyle sessions each Sunday, where the weekly Bible
readings and thoughts we share among our group – combined with our worship service – leave
us refreshed and ready for the new week ahead. We invite you to join us Sundays – we meet in
the Upper Room upstairs between the services, and welcome first-timers and visitors.
Please contact me at clgoolsby@verizon.net or (301) 946-6479 with any questions.

We welcome your presence any Sunday!
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Congregation Meeting
The Congregational
Annual Meeting set for March 8th
on a Sunday from 10:15 a.m. to 11 a.m.

BE THANKFUL
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire,
If you did, what would there be to look forward to ?
Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn.
Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow.
Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you the opportunities for improvement.

Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character.
Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you valuable lessons.
Be Thankful when you are tired and weary, because it means you have made a difference.
It is easy to be thankful for the good things.
A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who are also thankful for the setbacks.
Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive.
Find a way to be thankful for your troubles and they can become your blessings.
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Thinking on these things…
The most destructive habit …………………….Worry
Greatest Joy……………………………………...Giving
Greatest Loss……………………………………..Loss of
self-respect
Most Satisfying Work…………………………...Helping
others
Ugliest personality trait …………………………Selfishness
Most endangered species ……………………….Dedicated
leaders
Greatest natural resource……………………….Our youth
Greatest “shot in the arm”………………………
Encouragement
Greatest problem to overcome………………….Fear
Most Effective Sleeping Pill……………………..Peace of
mind
Most Powerful force in life ……………………..Love
Most Crippling Failure Disease ………………...Excuses
Worst Thing to be without …………………….. Hope
Most beautiful attire ……………………………..Smile
Most powerful channel of communication …….Prayer

Looking for Some
Packrats

Church History
Thanks to those who have already shared their
archives with us; we now have Membership
Directories from 1968, 1987, 1995, 1997, 2006
and 2012. If you have copies from other years,
we would love to borrow and copy them.
We are also looking for documents related
to significant events such as a wedding, funeral,
1st communion and confirmation. Old photographs are also of interest. Your originals will
be returned.
If you have materials to share or have any
questions, see Richard Czypinski
or Dave Lambert.

The church of the first century
was incredibly dynamic and flexible. Communities of Jesus followers met together in their homes,
learning and growing together by
meeting one
another’s needs. That early life of
the Fellowship of Believers is described in Acts 2:41-47.

Guiding Star
Child Development Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center provides
exceptional child development services in a safe,
nurturing Christian environment. Our philosophy:
Safety is essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.

Over the years and through the centuries, Christians
have continued to find that the best way to experience
true Christian fellowship is in a small group.
It’s a place where you can come to give and receive ideas,
help, and encouragement. It’s a place where you're part
of a group that's seeking to grow in their faith just as you
are; a group that will be with you through your struggles
and rejoice with you in your triumphs. It's a place where
you usually gain lifelong friends!

We offer child care in Bethesda:
8011 Old Georgetown Rd
For : 301-656-9003.

Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or you're
a seasoned Christian, you'll be challenged and moved by
participating in a small group.
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O Lord, we thank thee for our daily bread.
May it strengthen and refresh our bodies!
And we pray thee, nourish our souls with
thy heavenly grace through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

Jeremiah 29:12 In those days when you pray, I will listen.

Prayer Corner

Prayer

Our prayer list…

Prayer an object of worship,
or a spiritual entity through deliberate
communication. Prayer can be a form
of religious practice, may be either
individual or communal and take place
in public or in private. It may involve the
use of words or song. When language is
used, prayer may take the form of a
hymn, incantation, formal creed, or a
spontaneous utterance in the praying
person. There are different forms of
prayer such as petitionary prayer,
prayers of supplication, thanksgiving,
and worship/praise. requesting guidance,
requesting assistance, confessing sins or
to express one's thoughts and emotions.
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Hafizi Family, Chee Kin Tang, Family of
Michael Buxton, Dallaire Family, Michael
Small, Suzan Swanton, Mary Anne Poch, Aaron, Patricia Nuzum, Wertlieb, Bob Blatzheim,
Mary Ann Poch, Pastor Jon Hundt, Florence
Heacock, Ariane Hafizi, Jonathan Nofziger,
Wallesz; Darlene Grander’s son; Evin Biel;
Terry Seaks & Family of Jane Seaks;
Jean Altman,Tom Parrott, husband of
Suzanne Parrott; ; Elke Meldau-Womack;
Marie-Laure; Oscar Line; The young men of
Nick's Place; The ministry of the Mi Refugio in
Guatemala; The children at The Children's Inn
at NIH and their families and caregivers.

YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED SOMETHING DIFFERENT ONLINE,
AND/OR IN OUR PUBLICATIONS!
Our church’s website is now

ChristLutheranBethesda.org
But fear not! The church still owns the domain name heartmindsoul.com, so if you type that into
your browser address window, it will still get to our new website, just as if you had typed in the domain
ChristLutheranBethesda.org. This is a part of some focused changes we are making to our web presence
based on an ELCA Synod-sponsored analysis of all ELCA church websites, and their recommendations to
improve our visibility on the internet.
Also, all of our heartmindsoul.com e-mail addresses will still get to us for quite some time,
but our actual e-mail addresses are now @ChristLutheranBethesda.org, So... when it is convenient for you,
kindly check your e-mail address books and change our e-mail addresses from “@heartmindsoul.com”
to “@ChristLutheranBethesda.org”. The new domain is not case-sensitive, and can be in all lower-case
letters but we capitalized certain letters for emphasis here, and you are welcome to do the same if you wish.
As for the staff, our actual e-mail addresses are now:
Pastor Tony, Interim Pastor
PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Bobby Larsen, Office Administrator
Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
Richard Czypinski, Minister of Music & IT Administrator
Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
W. Karunaratne (Karu), Financial Administrator:
Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
Luis Reyes, our new Organist/Pianist:
Luis@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
And Florence Heacock still has her church e-mail address, but it is now:
Florence@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

CHOIR SEASON THURSDAY
REHEARSALS HAVE RESUMED
If you are interested in singing with our choir, whether to sing on Sunday
for our 11:15 am Traditional service, or to sing in our upcoming concerts,
please contact Richard Czypinski at 301-652-5160 or
Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
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Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org
clc@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Pastor Tony Carpenter
Interim Pastor
PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Regular Schedule
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

9:15 am

Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator
Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

11:15 am

W. Karunaratne
Finance Administrator

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
Ages 3 thru Elementary School age
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Luis Reyes
Organist/Pianist
Luis@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Church Council
Sanna Solem, President
Eleanor Black, Vice President
Larry Goolsby, Secretary
Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer
Farshad Bahari
Don Cuming
Alice Daniel
Frank Goodyear
Lisa Rickard
Nathan Sprenger
Church Council meets every
3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm
Church members are welcome to attend
Our church website is now
christlutheranbethesda.org

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Thursday, March 26th.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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