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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)
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Power in Service
An article From Pastor Jon
“But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!” “From now on the Son
of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”
The whole notion of power is quit fascinating. Where does it come from?
Who has it ? How is power defined? Can anyone have power? How does
power manifest itself? Well, according to Baltimore magazine, power can
be defined as follows:
To us, power is that elusive combination of elements that allows an individual to get his or her way, no matter the obstacles. It’s an elixir of strength,
leadership, vision, wherewithal, means, moxie, and desire. Power is not
influence. And power is definitely not a popularity contest; many of the
people on our list of the Power 50, We Name the People Who Run This
Town, will never be accused of being “all warm and fuzzy.” This ranking
of the 50 most powerful people in Baltimore area is not a scientific list,
but it is based on hard number and achievement and records. Power isn’t
something you can measure, like an election: it’s rooted in perception and
experience and gut reaction.
To go along with that definition of power, I am would like to share with you
a couple of the people they named and their descriptions of these people.
(continued on page 2)
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Power in Service
The #1 most powerful person in Baltimore is said to be
William R. Brody, President of Johns Hopkins University. His nickname is Big Boss. Hopkins’s East Baltimore
urban redevelopment — including biotech labs being
built in (and on) adjoining neighborhoods—rolls on without a hitch, thanks to Brody’s (and Hopkins’s clout).
Brody oversees an economic and scientific juggernaut
(more than $7 Billion of business generated statewide). Is
the head of Hopkins’s power troika (along with Hopkins
medical school CEO Ed Miller and Health System President Ron Peterson) and serves as the living embodiment
of Hopkins’s institutions and brand, both locally and
across the globe. Hopkins has the nation’s highest rated
hospital and is the largest private employer in the state. A
recent endowment-building drive blew past the $2 Billion
goal a year early; the new mark is $3.2 Billion. The bottom line: Politicians and developer come and go; Hopkins is eternal.

Ms. Oliver began her teaching career in Montgomery
County Public Schools in August 2000. Determined to
make a difference in the lives of at risk children, she chose
to teach at Broad Acres Elementary, a culturally diverse
and highly impacted school in Silver Spring, Maryland. At
that time, Broad Acres was being considered for reconstitution by the state due to several years of declining test
scores.

Governor Martin O’Malley made the list at #12. His
nickname is “The Chose One.” A Democratic Governor
leads a Democratic General Assembly and works alongside a Democratic majority Congress—we don’t see
much resistance to his agenda. Bottom line: Former
golden boy has regained his luster. The list goes on to
include Ray Lewis, Barbara Mikulski, Shelia Dixon, Cal
Ripken Jr., Patricia Jessamy, and Elijah E. Cummings.
Over and over again, there is a litany of reasons for their
power, Money, prestige, influence… Baltimore magazine
made good on their promise that this list would be about
“numbers, achievements, and records.”

Now in her sixth year as a kindergarten teacher, Ms.
Oliver remains optimistic as ever believing that all students are capable of learning and achieving. Her dedication to student success is evident form the moment you
enter her classroom. She provides hands-on, differentiated
lessons and activities tailored to meet the specific needs of
her students . She believes that I is essential to build a rapport with each of her students and their families, so that
students feel comfortable exploring, working , taking
risks, and learning. Kim Oliver takes pride in being the
“first teacher” for many of her students and strives to develop and instill a love of learning. She recognizes the importance of quality early childhood education programs
and is an advocate for our youngest learners.

Montgomery County Public Schools decided to take action and worked to restructure the school internally. During the restructuring process. Kim served as a teacher
leader and is credited with having a major role in the instructional design of the school. Significant school—wide
gains in student achievement have been made. Broad
Acres has achieved Adequate Yearly Progress for the past
three years, meeting or exceeding all requirements for the
No Child Left Behind Act.

In stark contract to this kind of definition of power, Jesus
exercises his power in service. He says, ‘I am among you
as one who serves.” “The greatest among you must become like the youngest (like a child), and the leader like
one who serves.” Through his teaching and preaching,
healing, walking, talking, eating, and sleeping with people who were considered to be outcasts, he lived the life
he preached—he lived a life of service. He lived that life,
even when it threatened to claim his own. Today, our
lives are different, changed, infected with God’s grace
and love, God’s presence and Spirit, God’s peace, even in
the face of adversity, On a day like today, it is only fitting
to share a story of service.

Just as Jesus’ power is in his service, so is Kim’s, and
likewise, ours is too. For God who made us for life in
community has gifted us with the Holy Spirit and
equipped us to do powerful things. These things we do,
these acts of service, often times however, will go ununnoticed by the likes of Baltimore magazine, the Fortune
500, and other such organizations. Kim was recognized for
service though; Jesus’ service and teachings were recognized and led to his death; the question is this-where will
our acts of service take us? Could it be that they will take
us to the place of the cross, a cross roads of sorts where
flung wide open; where God has changed all of us through
His Son, Jesus the Christ; and we are gifted with the
chance to change the world as Jesus did, as Kim is doing,
and as your dong each and every day. For if you change
one person, you change the world. We may come, and we
may go, but service is eternal. The life given to us through
Jesus’ service is eternal. Amen

In 2006, Kimberly Oliver, was named the National
Teacher of the Year. This is not only a big deal for her, a
Kindergarten teacher in Montgomery County, it was a big
deal for the state of Maryland, Kimberly was the first
teacher form the state of Maryland to be named National
Teacher of the Year.
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IN AND AROUND CELC
FAIR TRADE COFFEE

WELCOME TO CELC!

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means for
small farmers to make enough money to support
themselves while using the premiums to improve their
standard of living.

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Here’s what’s available:
 pillow packets (pre-ground) of
Regular (Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each pillow
packet makes one pot (about 64
oz) of coffee ($2)
 a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf coffees ($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16oz pkg and decaf)

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the
grape juice is white and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like more information about communion, contact Pastor Jon.
(pastrojon@heartmindsoul.com

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com).

THE TABLE MINISTRY
Why The Table and Neighborhood Life? Neighborhood
Life is the optimal place for life change similar to the
experiences of the early church where spiritual development and outreach happened right where you live…
by building genuine friendships with both CELC and
non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a natural
part of your everyday life; by responding to the needs
of others in your neighborhood and beyond.
If you would like to participate in a Table group, please
contact Sanna Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com), Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com), or Larry
Goolsby (goolsbyl@comcast.net).

Find us on facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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Annual Community
Festival

Sunday, September 9th, 2012
12:30-2:30 pm
A day full of fun, food, family,
friends and games!
A great FREE event for all ages!
Volunteers wanted. Participants
needed!
Invite family, friends, and
neighbors to share in the fun.
Games outside; ministry information and food inside.
Contact Bobby Larsen at bobby@heartmindsoul.com
for more information.
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Mart ha Circle
A Bib le st u d y an d f ello w sh ip b ased o n m at er ial p r o vid ed b y t h e Wo m en o f t h e ELCA,
m eet s at 10 am o n t h ir d Tu esd ay o f each m o n t h . This m onth Mart ha Circle w ill m eet on
Sept em ber 18. Co n t act Wilm a Ch r ist , 301-530-5023, f o r d et ails.
Th e f o llo w in g ar t icle w as t aken f r o m t h e Mar t h a Cir cle Ar ch ives, it is co m m o n ly u sed as
a f ar ew ell w h en f in ish in g a m eet in g , b u t w e w o u ld like t o t ake t h is t im e t o sh ar e it w it h
yo u t h e co n g r eg at io n .

MIZPAH
It w as f ir st said at Mizp ah , in Isr ael, o ver 1000 year s ag o b et w een
Jaco b , so n o f Issac an d h is Un cle Lab an . Jaco b w as leavin g f o r h is
h o m e in Can aan w it h h is w ives, ch ild r en an d f lo cks. Lab an w as
u n w illin g t o let h im g o , an d in an g er p u r su ed h im .
On t h e w ay Go d sp o ke t o Lab an in a d r eam , t ellin g h im t o b e car ef u l
n o t t o t h r eat en Jaco b in an y w ay. So w h en t h ey m et , t h ey r eco n ciled an d m ad e an
ag r eem en t . Th ey sat u p a m o n u m en t o f st o n es sayin g “ Th is
p ile o f r o cks w ill b a r em in d er f o r each o f u s.” an d Lab an
said , “ May t h e Lo r d w at ch b et w een m e an d t h ee w h ile w e
ar e ab sen t o n e f r o m an o t h er .” Th e p lace w as called Mizp ah ,
m ean in g “ Wat ch To w er .”

NOW TODAY
Wh at d o w e m ean o r im p ly w h en w e say t h o se f ew w o r d s at t h e clo se o f a m eet in g ?
Let ’s t ake a m o m en t t o lo o k at t h e w o rd s m o r e clo sely
1) The w ord May:
Th is w o r d exp r esses a w ish o r a d esir e as if yo u w o u ld say
I w ish o r d esir e t h at t h e Lo r d ….
2) The Lord:
Th e Lo r d w h o is Ou r Lo r d , t h e o n e w e b o t h b elieve in as o u r Fat h er . An d sin ce h e is
o u r Fat h er , w e ar e h is ch ild r en r elat ed t o o n e an o t h er t h r o u g h Jesu s, o u r Savio r .
He is t h e Lo r d w e all w o r sh ip , p r aise an d ser ve t o g et h er .
I w ish o r d esir e t h at o u r Fat h er ….
3) Wat ch
Keep an d g u ar d u s, t ake car e o f u s, keep u s saf ely, keep an eye o n u s. In o t h er w o r d s
I w ish t h at o u r Fat h er w ill b e t h e Pr o t ect o r ….
(Continued on page 6)…………….
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(….Continued from Page 5)

MARTHA CIRCLE
4) Bet w een Me and Thee or you and Me or us
Bet w een m e an d t h ee im p lies t h at t h ere is an in t im at e r elat io n sh ip b et w een yo u
an d m e, co m m o n b o n d , a clo se f r ien d sh ip in w h ich o n e can co n f id e. As f r ien d s in
Ch r ist w e h ave co n f id en ce an d t r u st in t h is Divin e p r o t ect io n an d w at ch f u lln ess.
We sh ar e t h is t o g et h er . It is o u r w ish t o sh ar e t h is p r o t ect io n .
5) While w e are absent one f rom anot her
Wh ile w e ar e sep ar at ed f r o m each o t h er . Th is d o es n o t im p ly a f in al p ar t in g o r
sep ar at io n , b u t r at h er it an t icip at es t im e w h en w e w ill so o n m eet ag ain .
So I u n d er st an d t h is b en ed ict io n t o m ean t h at w h en w e jo in h an d s an d say it
t o g et h er w e ar e exp r essin g a w ish t h at t h e Lo r d w ill p r o vid e h is lo vin g car e, keep
h is, p r o t ect in g ar m s ar o u n d yo u an d ar o u n d m e u n t il w e g r eet each o t h er o n ce
ag ain . An d yo u kn o w w h en w e g ive a f ar ew ell g r eet in g , su ch as “ g o o d b ye, Go d b e
w it h yo u ,” w e lo o k at each o t h er , n o t d o w n as in p r ayer . So m ay I ask yo u t o jo in m e
in m y cr u sad e in u rg in g ever yo n e w it h w h o m yo u g ive t h is w ish t o lo o k u p in t o t h e
eyes o f t h e f r ien d o r f r ien d s.

Praise God for all of our musicians, who continue to bless us all with the many gifts
and talents they have, and the deep level of commitment it takes to be involved in
music ministry in the church practically every week of the year. I want to say
“Thank You, Thank you, Thank You!” to all of the musicians who are part of our
ministry. You don’t even realize how much you are appreciated and loved!
I want to, at this time, especially acknowledge and thank Anders Eliasson, our contemporary praise band drummer, who is returning to school to study Audiology.
Anders has been a wonderful musician and friend, and we will miss not only his drumming (& soundboard
tweaking) skills, but his humor and his kind spirit in our midst.
Choir will be starting up again in September. The official start date is Thursday,
September 13th. Choir will be every Thursday night from 8:00—9:30 pm. We are always
searching for more singers. If you enjoy singing with others and would like to try out singing with the choir, just come on and join us on a Thursday night, let me know on a Sunday
morning, or contact me at the church at 301-652-5160 or my e-mail address:
richard@heartmindsoul.com
Yours in Christ,
Richard Czypinski, Minister of Music

Taizé Prayer Services
Join us on the third Monday of each month, 7:15-8:00 pm, in the Sanctuary
September 17, October 15, November 12, December 10.
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Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact Larry
Goolsby (301-946-6479;
lgoolsby@aphsa.org)
“THRIVE” for
women seeking indepth Bible study,
fellowship, fun,
outreach ministries meets September-July, 9:0010:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month. Breakfast included. Contact Sanna Solem
(sannalsolem@gmail.com; 301571-0050)
“Men’s Master
Builders” Stay
tuned for further
information about a different
activity or service project we
can do soon.
Contact Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net)
“Monday Night Group” meets
weekly, 7:30-9:00 pm for study,
prayer, fellowship in the Hospitality Room. Contact Steve North
(steve.celc@gmail.com; 301-8718161)
“The Table Ministry”—21st Century table experience, around the
Table of Christ. Build genuine
friendships in and out of CELC,

grow spiritually on every day basis,
and respond to the needs of others. Three-session series, with
meal, in Host Homes. Contact:
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com)
“PrayerLife Ministry”—meets for
prayer, study, discussion, fellowship. PrayerLife outreach includes
Taizé Prayer Services and prayer
study. Contact Florence Heacock
(301-452-2491), Larry Goolsby
(301-946-6479), or Dave Lambert
(301-983-5034)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:30 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Wilma Christ
(301-530-5023)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact Alice Daniel (301949-4688)
“Women’s Healing Ministry” —A
12-step, Christian recovery ministry based on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as well as fellowship and God’s healing power
to help heal hurts and overcome
personal defects and replace them
with life’s abundance. Contact
Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com; 301452-2491).

Small Group
Ministers Forum
Saturday, September 8
9-10:30 a.m. Hospitality Room
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SMALL GROUPS – CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
Florence D. Heacock, Minister of Small
Groups
Small groups and Christian education are
synonymous. The following several short
small group articles were taken from a
website www.simplesmallgroups.com.
I find that these writers speak for the
small group/Christian education culture
and was written by people 45 and under,
whom I believe is the future of our world.
Therefore, how are we, at CELC, living
the life of Jesus to mentor and teach our
brothers and sisters in Christ, living our
lives as Jesus has taught, and as an example for the future of younger and older
generations of “the church”, serving our

community and others—biblical,
missional, fellowship---“community”?
A few years ago, CELC had a
growing and active men’s small
group/bible study. Several men of
CELC have lost their men’s small
group – is there a few guys out
there who are interested in facilitating/participating in a “men’s
small group”? If so, please talk
with Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email
me at flohea@heartmindsoul.com,
and I will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

What the Small Groups Movement Needs
Depending on how you keep track, small groups, as an identified ministry
within the church, has been around for approximately 40 years. Sure, there
were variations on the home-gathering theme through the centuries but the
term "small group", to identify a gathering of disciples, was not used until
approximately 40 years ago. Since that time, groups have fought for respect,
a seat at the ministry table, and relevance in the broader church landscape. It
got it. Regardless of size, style, or age of congregation more and more churches
are implementing small groups.
Small groups are a distinguished ministry in the church, but are at a crossroads.
Sunday school enjoyed about 150 years of respect before people started threatening to kick it to the curb. Church leaders
won't be as patient with small groups. For the last decade, many small groups ministries have over-promised and underdelivered. Not the majority. But some. For now such an opinion is in the irrelevant minority. So what needs to happen
for small groups to thrive for 150 years? In my humble opinion here are six suggestions for the small groups’ movement:

1. We need professors. Would someone to get a PhD in education and help lay the
research-based foundation of small groups? We have far too many books and articles
that are hearsay, anecdotes, and inspiration but not rooted in reality. One popular book
on groups was written with only 30% of the author's church in the program. Hardly a
note-worthy trend. We could really use research that helps us improve! So, would a
few of you go to a state university (not a seminary that is already biased), get a PhD and come back and help us?
2. We need Senior and Executive Pastors. Want to know why nearly every church has a youth pastor? Because nearly
every senior pastor started out as a youth pastor. There's nothing wrong with that, but it would help the small group team
if some of you would jump up a level or two and lead and preach with the underlying assumption that we were designed
for Christian community. What if some of us who were completely captivated with Acts 2 preached it, organized staff
around it, and lived it. I'd listen to your podcasts.
3. We need theological articulation. Yes, we have Acts 2, but we need good writers who can exegete
scripture, understand layers of theology, and love church history to explain, defend, and champion the
cause of 10-20 people who meet for fellowship, to become like Jesus, and live missional lives. There's
a lot of scripture that speaks of God's dream of community so let's hear it (and preach it)!
4. We need a common shared language. We're pretty close to this, actually. For a century and a half,
“Sunday School” had the same name. But we have groups, clusters, communities, clubs...we have
leaders, facilitators, helpers. Diversity is fun, but a shared language would be cool. Let's just commission Bill Donahue, Carl George, and Lyman Coleman to take care of this for us.
We need honest assessment. There are some things small groups do very, very well. And there are other things
small groups do poorly. Let's be honest. Let's assess and set up small groups to do what small groups do best.
How can small groups hope to be the family of God, reach out to the lost, disciple the immature, serve the needy,
and deploy during church emergencies by meeting for two hours once or twice a month. Not going to happen,
even if you say it in a book.
We need next generation leaders. We need men and women in their 20s and early 30s who bleed and lead. One
small group leader stated, “The last large small groups conference I attended could have been a convention for
the AARP (no offense to you all). I felt young and I'm not - I just look it ;-). I know this is already happening in
movements like Acts 2, but it would be sweet to see younger and older leaders/
pastors hang out together, collaborate together, and learn from one another.
OK, that's my...er...`six cents’...I hope I inspire someone to do something.”
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Building Community Outside "Normal" Group Time
Often we try to cram our small group into the allotted group time. We meet once or twice a month for two
hours and expect our group to become a tight-knit family. That's not probably going to happen if your group
only gets together for normal group time. So how do you help people connect with one another outside of the
official group meeting? Here are a few simple tips:
 Attend the same church service and sit together
 Create an email distribution list or Facebook page and maintain an
electronic conversation
 Serve together in a children's ministry
 Meet at a coffee shop together
 Eat an exotic or off-beat restaurant together
 Watch a movie together and discuss it over dinner
 Split up into foursomes and meet in smaller groups for dinner
 Do a service project together

Cultivating a Heart for Others: Recovering your Missional Edge
There are three patterns of a healthy group: Connecting with one another (the RELATIONAL pattern), Changing to be like Christ (the GROWTH pattern), and Cultivating a heart for others (the MISSIONAL pattern).
That last pattern is the most neglected in the typical small group. Many groups do the relationships pretty well
and they might even experience some spiritual growth. But they often forget about the most important biblical
pattern of a healthy group. So how can you tell if you've lost that "missional feeling?" Here are four tips you
have a problem:
1. Listen to the prayer requests. Are they are all about personal
stuff but never about the friend or neighbor who needs Christ?
2. Does your group get excited about fun social stuff but never
serve? If you can plan parties and picnics but not service opportunities, you have probably lost your missional edge.
3. Does your group like to study Bible but doesn't focus on how to
share Biblical truths with others outside the group? Do you study for
the sake of personal improvement but not to pass along to others what
you've learned?
Listen for complaints. If your group complains about how messed up the world is or what they don't like about
the church service, you know you need to work on the missional edge. The world has always been broken.
Our conversations should be about how to expand the Gospel message not what's wrong in the world!
If you want to fix the problem start with number one: work on your prayers. Encourage your prayer time to be
focused on lost friends and family. Spend more time praying for missionaries, mission trips, and opportunities
to share the Gospel. Have each person name one person they feel spiritually burdened for. If you recover the
missional pattern in your prayers, you will soon see it come alive in your group!
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History of Small Groups
SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

Churches grow warmer through fellowship
Churches grow deeper through discipleship
Churches grow stronger through worship
Churches grow broader through ministry
Churches grow larger through evangelism.
All five dimensions were present in the church of Acts
and are still present in today’s small groups.
Later, small group movements sometimes accompanied periods of reform in the church. For example, in
1670 Philip Spener, who was a Lutheran pastor in
Frankfurt, Germany, organized what he called
“cottage prayer meetings.” These meetings were
similar to today’s small groups and were largely responsible for a major revival. Many forms of ministry
can have a valuable impact on the church—from
preaching to Pathfinders to social programs—and
each has its place in the church. Small groups are
more personal and facilitate stronger relationships,
but larger groups are more open to outsiders and
have more resources available to help those in need.
The church must have both.

People Connect
In the History of Small Group Ministry, Scott Severance
writes…..small group ministry is a major ministry model of the
New Testament. Jesus chose twelve disciples and spent one-onone, interactive time with them. After He returned to heaven,
the disciples established small groups of believers. The author
of Luke describes the early church this way:
[The believers] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. . .
All the believers were together and had everything in common.
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he
had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.
This is a wonderful example of the small group ideal. Because
Luke tells us that the believers ate together in homes, we know
that the size of the groups was not great. Each group enjoyed
community, prayer, and study. (At that time, the New Testament had not been written, so the groups studied the apostles’
teachings, many of which have since become part of the New
Testament. Today small groups should study the Bible.) Warren
asserts that there are “five dimensions of church growth”:
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If you would like to participate in a small group, facilitate or start a small group or prayer group, contact
Larry Goolsby (lgoolsby@aphsa.org) or Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

GROUPS THRIVE
Use groups for assimilation,
community, and discipleship,
and ministry.

CULINARY ARTS UPDATE

Development
Town Hall Meeting

On June 9, 2012, the People-4-People Employment
Assistance Program launched a Culinary Arts Job
Training Program for unemployed persons seeking employment in the
food service industry.
Students received instructions in food safety,
practical kitchen skills,
as well as job readiness
training.

Saturday, October 13
10 am—2 pm
In Sanctuary
Very important information, results, and
recommendations from the Capital Campaign
Feasibility Study will be shared and discussed.
Please bring a snack with you.

This pilot program was sponsored by seven Montgomery County churches (Immanuel’s Church, People’s Community Baptist Church, Lutheran Church
of St. Andrew, Resurrection Baptist Church, Mount
Jezreel Baptist Church in Silver Spring and Redeemer Lutheran Church, St. Paul Catholic Church
in Damascus), and Christ Lutheran non-profit GGT
in Bethesda provided the licensed kitchen space.

Congregational
Meeting & Vote
Sunday, October 28
10:15 am
Between Services, in the Sanctuary.

Chef Paul and Chef DaVid are managing partners of
the Chef Master CDER Café in Silver Spring. Their
company, ChefMaster.org of Metro DC, was hired to
provide the Culinary Arts Job Training. Both chefs
are Certified Instructors and Registered Proctors for
the National Restaurant Association ServSafe®
course.

The purpose of Celebrate Recovery ministry
is to fellowship and celebrate God´s healing
power in our lives through the "8 Recovery
Principles." This experience allows us to "be
changed." We open the door by sharing our
experiences, strengths and hopes with one
another. In addition, we become willing to
accept God´s grace in solving our lives´
problems. By working and applying these
Biblical principles, we begin to grow spiritually.
We become free from our addictive, compulsive and dysfunctional behaviors. This freedom creates peace, serenity, joy and most
importantly, a stronger personal relationship
with God and others. As we progress through
the program we discover our personal, loving
and forgiving Higher Power - Jesus Christ, the
one and only true Higher Power.
For more information about Celebrate
Recovery, talk with or contact Florence
Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

Instruction was held on 3 Saturdays in June and 3
Saturdays in July at the Christ Lutheran non-profit
Graceful Growing Together (GGT) licensed kitchen
in Bethesda. An additional evening of preparation
for the graduation reception was held at the Chef
Master CDER Café.
At the graduation ceremony held at the Lutheran
Church of St. Andrew in Silver Spring, students
showcased their new culinary skills for 77 friends,
relatives and invited guests.
Several of the Culinary Arts Job Training students
have passed the ServSafe® proctored examination.
Some have honed their skills by volunteering at the
Chef Master CDER Café or for the Bethesda Cares
Farm to Freezer program. So far one student has
taken a field trip to a commercial supplier where restaurants shop.
People-4-People Employment Assistance Program
personnel will continue to work with and mentor students for a full year.
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It’s All About Prayer!
swer so you can thank Him
promptly. Another method is to
write the entire prayer in your
journal. Make it a personal letter
to the Lord on a daily basis.

have to concentrate more on what
we're praying about.

Praying or talking with God can be as
easy as breathing; it may happen almost effortlessly. In the front of your
prayer diary list three or four promises
from the Scripture on prayer. Read
them as an encouragement before you
start. Start your prayer time with a
hymn, focusing your heart and mind on
the Lord. When you pray through your
prayer list for the day, include the
items on your daily schedule. Pray also
about the things not on your schedule
but still on your heart. Below are some
practical prayer guidelines. Not all of
the suggestions will apply to your particular situation, but perhaps some will
be helpful for you to grow in your
PrayerLife.
1. Choose a specific place to
pray away from distractions so you
can concentrate.

4. Keep a note pad handy so you
can jot down different things that
come to mind while you're before
the Lord.
5. Make a list to keep track of your
prayer needs. This can be done
several ways. Each day you pray
for a different set of needs
6. Redeem time for praying out of
unused corners of your schedule.
Those who have to drive to work
can use the time talking with the
Lord instead of screaming at traffic
(just don't close your eyes!). Busy
homemakers can combine prayer
with housework, especially if the
task doesn't require a lot of concentration. Joggers, swimmers and cyclists can use their workout time for
prayer. Sometimes my best times
with the Lord have been chats during long, early morning walks or
jogs along the beach.

2. Pray at the same time every
day, if at all possible. Make it part
of your regular routine and it will
become habit. Schedule it in your
Blackberry.

7. Change the pace during your
prayer time. Include praise,
thanksgiving and singing as well as
petition. Spend some of your time
reflecting on the Scripture, meditating on it and digesting its meaning.

3. Pray out loud. Many people can
pray under their breath or in their
minds for long periods and still
maintain intensity, but for most of
us it's a quick ticket to dreamland.
When we pray out loud we have to
form intelligent sentences. We

8. Keep a prayer journal. One
method is to keep track of what you
prayed for and when you prayed for
it. Leave a space to jot down the
answer when it comes. This will
help you to keep alert to God's an-
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9. Pray with someone else.
Though some prayers can only
be said in solitude, there will be
times when you'll want to join
hearts with another person in
prayer. If you commit to meet on
a regular basis, the accountability
can really help build consistency.
Such prayer trysts can become
powerful, life-changing events.
10. Pray one-sentence prayers.
If the thought of laboring over a
topic wears you out, pray short,
sincere prayers instead.

PRAYERS
OF THE PEOPLE FOR
WORSHIP SERVICES

CELC PrayerLife Ministry has
small groups of prayer ministers. During the past couple of
years, several prayer ministers
compose and deliver our worship service prayers of the
people. If you are interested in
either composing and delivering
and/or only delivering the worship Prayers of the People,
please contact Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net)
or Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

Thrive Women’s Bible Studies
The Thrive sisters are winding our way through all of the books of the Bible. At this time we all agree that we are getting a better understanding of the Book as a whole and its history. If you are interested in joining our Bible studies, we
meet twice a month, usually the first and third Saturdays at 9:00 AM. Our next gathering is September 22nd. Remaining dates are October 6th and 20th, November 3rd and 17th and December is TBA. The dates at this time are flexible
so please get in touch with me if you want to join us. We welcome all!
Contact Sanna at (sannalsolem@gmail.com)

Pastor Jon’s Farewell Reception for his service to our Congregation will be
on September 30th between services 10:15-11:15am. Contact Georg Wenchel
at george.wenchel@verizon.net. to volunteer, give donation or baked goods.
“THANK YOU Pastor Jon”
Reasons to Join a Small Group:









You will understand the Bible better in a
small group.
You will begin to really feel like part of
God’s family.
Prayer will become more meaningful to
you.
You will be able to handle times of crisis,
change, and stress better.
You will have a natural way to share Christ
with friends, relatives, and work associates.
You will develop leadership skills you never
knew you had!
You will deepen your understanding of
worship.
You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun.

Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
Arlys; Family of Brian Lemley; Paul
Swanson; Laura North; Ethan
Dschaak; Brent, Jake, and Casey
Dschaak; Alicia Owens; Steve Perkins and family; Bill Booth; Ethan
Dschaak; Tom Parrott; Marie EasonWilliamson; Andrew and Ruth Dambowy; Elke Meldau-Womack; Gene
Saylor; Michael Foster; Dr. Lindi Wu;
Marie-Laure; Phoebe Clater; Deborah Lambert; Anne
Goeltz; Oscar Line; Danny Strunk; Megan Condon; the
young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and Jane Seaks; the ministry of the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the children undergoing treatment at The Children’s Inn at the National
Institutes of Health and their families and caregivers; the
Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project in Zambia. Carol
Yvonne Lummus Francis; Linda.
13

14

NO Friday Night Classes in Fall of 2012

THE
JESUS
LIFESTYLE

“How To Understand
the Old Testament”
Why is integrity so important? Many people struggle with
integrity. Lying is considered acceptable, resulting in a
breakdown of trust in society. Integrity is the key to:





Strong personal relationships (Exodus 18:16-18)
Long-term success (Proverbs 11:3)
Good Leadership ( Proverbs 20:28)
Pleasing God (1Chronicles 29:17)

Our culture is obsessed
with lifestyle.
Jesus didn’t leave us a lifestyle magazine. He sat
down on a mountainside
and began to teach—The
Sermon on the Mount,
“Beatitudes” (Matthew 5)
—the life that Jesus wants
us to live.
Join us for one of several
opportunities, to experience…..
“The Jesus Lifestyle” series.

Contact Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com)
or Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcas)
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
www.heartmindsoul.com

“How To Pray and
Fast Like Jesus”
We are the stewards of God’s gifts to us. Everything we
have belongs to God; He is sharing it with us.





Give regularly (1 Cor. 16:2)
Give proportionately (2 Cor. 8:12)
Give generously (2 Cor. 9:6)
Give cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:7)

For fellowship, discussion and listening to Nicki Gumbel
teach on integrity.

Matthew 5:11-13
God blessed you when you are mocked and persecuted
and lied about because you are my followers. Be happy
about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in
heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were
persecuted, too.
The resource is available for all Small
Groups and Christian education classes.
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CELC Community
Connection
Breakfasts
Dates:

September 23
October 14
November 4
December 2

Time: 10:15-11:15 a.m.
Contact person: Florence Heacock
flohea@heartmindsoul.com

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —
September 23, October 14, November 4, and Dec 2 10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together. This is also an
opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions regarding
the future of CELC If you would like to bring a food item to share, please
contact Florence Heacock or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.heartmindsoul.com
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of care giving training in the congregation. The training is led
by the congregation's Stephen Leaders--those who attend a one-week Stephen Series Leader's
Training Course.
Stephen Minister training is an engaging, enjoyable learning experience that combines reading,
lecture, discussion, skill practice, life application, video, and spiritual growth activities. It equips
Stephen Ministers to provide a high level of confidential, Christ-centered care to care receivers in
their faith communities.
Stephen Ministry began in 1975.
The Stephen Series is now in more than 11,000 congregations from more
than 150 Christian denominations, in all 50 states, 10 Canadian provinces,
and 23 other countries.
More than 60,000 pastors, church staff, and laypersons have been trained as
Stephen Leaders (those who oversee and direct Stephen Ministry in the
congregation) at a Stephen Series Leader's Training Course.
More than 500,000 people have trained as Stephen Ministers in their congregations.
More than a million people have received care from a Stephen Minister in a
formal one-to-one Stephen Ministry caring relationship, and millions of
others have received care from Stephen Ministers in informal ways.
Please pray for CELC’s parish as it begins the journey of reactivating our Stephen Ministry.
If you are interested in Stephen Ministry, please talk with Lisa Rickard, Elke Womack, or Florence Heacock.
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Fall is Here, and So Is Challenging Lifestyles
By Larry Goolsby

Along with many other church activities, Challenging Lifestyles
gets back into full swing this fall. (And we didn’t really ever slow
down over the summer!) For those who may not be completely
familiar with Challenging Lifestyles, here is a quick summary. Our
group normally meets every Sunday between the services (at
10:15) in the education wing, top floor, in the “Upper Room” – a
large and airy room with a circle of comfortable chairs. The
group’s name comes from the well-known Alpha series of the
same title and also describes the typical topics of each Sunday’s
gathering. We bring the challenges of daily living – at home, at
the workplace, in the world of news and politics, wherever – and
discuss them through the lens of Biblical teachings and of our
mutual friendship and support as fellow Christians. We don’t
always solve all the problems on the table, but we grow spiritually,
take a few more steps along our lifelong faith journey, and come
to better understand and appreciate God’s grace and love.
As our “regulars” know, this description doesn’t really capture all the meaningful fellowship, sharing, laughs, and
mutual support that come from this hour-plus together each week. We set the tone of each session with prayer and
a reading of the week’s Bible selections (one each from the Old Testament, Psalms, New Testament, and Gospels).
Discussion kicks off with what meaning we took from the readings, together with what we learned from the pastor’s
message (for those who went to the first service). We bring our concerns to each other and enjoy getting to know
each other better. Our group also strengthens the church in turn by making us more aware of our CELC community
and how we can help the entire congregation grow in love and fellowship.
In addition to studying the Bible and how it applies to our daily living, we also frequently watch DVDs, including the
excellent series by Rob Bell. We are considering others for possible use this fall that cover such subjects as stewardship.
We also have a weekly e mail list that includes reminders of activities each Sunday, a calendar of other upcoming
events, an advance look at the week’s Bible readings, prayer requests, and any other news of interest to the group.
Among the passages we use for our guidance and inspiration is this one from Acts 2, “The Fellowship of the
Believers”:
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were
together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.
46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being saved.
Please consider joining us Sunday mornings for this spirit-filled time together if you aren’t already coming. We
warmly welcome new members, visitors, family members and friends – all are welcome to join us or just drop by as
you can. We hope you will accept our invitation; please contact Florence Heacock, flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or
Larry Goolsby, goolsbycl@comcast.net.
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Faith Formation
For Children & Youth
Join us for our Sunday morning Faith Formation for
Children on Sunday, September 16th, at 10:20 am!
Wanda Francis will be teaching, and this is for kids
ages 3-Elementary school-age. We help children
know, love, and follow Jesus in a fun way. We
gather at 10:20 upstairs for a time of singing, sharing, and learning all about Jesus’ love for us!

SATURDAY
NIGHT
MOVIE
at
Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Contact Bobby at 301-652-5160 or e-mail Bobby at
bobby@heartmindsoul.com for more information.

Movie Dates, 5-7 p.m. on these Saturday
nights: October 20, November 10,
& December 8: “Miracle on 34th Street”

“Doing the Right Thing”
Ethics Series by Breakpoint Ministries
“Doing the Right Thing” is an exploration of ethics, and the
Colson Center has a DVD curriculum suitable for small group
or classroom study. This DVD package set will examine and
discuss questions such as: How did we get into this mess? Is
there truth or a moral law that we can all know? If we know what
is right, can we do it? What does it mean to be human, and why
does it matter? How do we rebuild and apply ethics and morality
in the marketplace and public life? A Six - Part Exploration of
Ethics Join hosts Brit Hume, Chuck Colson, Dr. Robert George
and a distinguished panel as they undertake a six part exploration of Ethics before a live student audience in Princeton, NJ.
The panel, students and interviewed guests will examine and
discuss these questions over six thirty minute sessions: How
did we get into this mess? Is there truth, a moral law we can all
know? If we know what is right, can we do it? What does it mean
to be human? Ethics in the Market Place Ethics in Public Life
Panelists and guests include: Donovan Campbell, Chuck Colson,
Doug DeVos, Joni Eareckson Tada, Dr. Robert George, Jim
Grant Dr. Chris Hook, Brit Hume, Alveda King, Dr. David Miller
Michael Miller, Eric Pillmore, Dr. Neil Plantinga, Dr. Scott Rae,
Bob Rowling, Dr. Stan Samenow, Fr. Robert Sirico, BenStein,
Glenn Sunshine, Dr. Ken Swan, Doing the Right Thing is a joint
project between the Colson Center for Christian Worldview
(Lansdowne, VA) and The Witherspoon Institute (Princeton,
NJ). This project was made possible through the support of a
grant from the John Templeton Foundation. For information,
contact Florence Heacock at flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or
Larry Goolsby at lgoolsby@aphsa.org.
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Guiding Star
Child Development
Center
Guiding Star Child Development
Center provides exceptional child
development services in a safe,
nurturing Christian environment.
Our philosophy: Safety is essential.
Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.
We offer child care at two locations in
Bethesda: 7009 Wilson Lane and 8011
Old Georgetown Rd for information:
301-229-3004.

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
Rev. Jonathan Hundt
Interim Senior Pastor

9:15 am

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator

10:20 am

Ji-Na Kim
Organist

11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
(Resuming Sunday, September 16th
Ages 3 thru Elementary School age)
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Finance Administrator

Church Council
George Wenchel, President
Nathan Sprenger, Vice President
Tim Smith, Secretary
Alireza Motameni, Treasurer
Pastor Jon Hundt,
Paula Mathis,
Barry McVicker
Suzanne Parrot
Frank Goodyear
Cynthia Willkomm
Eleanor Black
Farshad Bahari
Sanna Solem

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the October issue of The Connection are due
by 5:00 pm on Thursday, September 20.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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