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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
nei ghbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

A Matter of Seeing
"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler
of God's creation. I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I
wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—
neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, 'I
am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not
realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you
to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white
clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to
put on your eyes, so you can see. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.
So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him,
and he with me. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me
on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his
throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches." Revelations 3:14-22
“Every Christian can serve Christ better by looking at faith through the
eyes of a convert.”
Many people outside the church actually have a high regard for the Bible.
They believe it to be a book about God where answers to the great questions of life can be found. They don’t often read it, but the few times they
have attempted to do so, it all seemed so difficult and hard to understand
(continued on page 14)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee
provides the means for small
farmers to make enough money
to support themselves while
using the premiums to improve
their standard of living.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered at both worship services, every Sunday morning. We
offer traditional wine and grape
juice. This is to honor our children
and those adults who would like a grape juice alternative. Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice will
appear white and the communion wine will appear dark
red. If you would like more information about communion, please contact Pastor Marv.

Here’s what’s available:
• pillow packets (pre-ground)
of Regular (Mind Body Soul)
and Decaf (Columbian). Each
pillow packet makes one pot
(about 64 oz) of coffee ($2)
•

a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf coffees ($7 for 12-oz pkg; $8 for
16-oz pkg

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@juno.com).

THE TABLE MINISTRY
GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Why The Table and Neighborhood Life? Neighborhood
Life responds to a fragmented world—one with declining
social ties and lives stretched thin by… demanding work
hours, long commutes, jam-packed schedules…
Neighborhood Life is the optimal place for life change
similar to the experiences of the early church where
spiritual development and outreach happened right
where you live… by building genuine friendships with
both CELC and non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a natural part of your everyday life; by responding
to the needs of others… in your neighborhood and beyond.
Contact Sanna Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com; 301571-0050); Florence Heacock (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com); Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479;
goolsbyl@comcast.net).
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Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to
greet worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up,
speak to George Wenchel or email him at
george.wenchel@verizon.net.

Join us for our annual

Sunday, September 7
12:3012:30-2:30 pm
A free party for the entire community!
Moonbounce
Music by Ransom
Games
Prizes

Subs and Pizza
Popcorn
Fruits and veggies
Sweets

Information on our many ministries will be available
in the Hospitality Room
Invite your families, friends, neighbors, and co-workers!
The Connection 3

Guiding Star
Child Development Center
Hello CELC partners,
I can’t believe it’s back to school time already! We
had a great summer at Guiding Star with our children and families. Our children enjoyed weekly
camp activities such as cooking, special crafts, water
play, and field trips to a beautiful nearby park. On
August 22, we celebrated the end of summer with of
course a party! Parents joined us for our ice cream
social and the moonbounce was a hit.
Now I look forward to the beginning of our first
school year. I am thrilled to welcome new children
to our preschool classrooms. Speaking of which,
since opening the older classrooms two weeks ago,
we have enrolled ten children! Each family I have
toured has had wonderful comments about the facility and staff. I am very encouraged by the positive
word of mouth about Guiding Star in the community. A wonderful testament to great teamwork!
Speaking of teamwork, the progress made at our
second location has been tremendous and swift. Lu-

4 The Connection

ther Hall has been transformed into a bright, clean, and
highly functional child care space. I thank God daily for
all the skilled and willing hands from CELC and the community that have contributed to this reality. Thank you
Barry and CELC volunteers! I am planning Back to
School nights for both centers and all are welcome to
come and meet our staff and tour classrooms. The details are below:
Guiding Star, Wilson Lane
Friday, September 19
5:00-7:00 pm
Guiding Star, Old Georgetown Road
Friday, September 26
5:00-7:00 pm
Until next month…
Blessings,
Sylvia

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact
Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net;
301-946-6479)
“Head-to-Heart (FINK)” —Anyone
from 11 to 111. Biblical/interactive
teaching with brain-based teaching and changes to the heart. Sundays, 10:15 am in the Sanctuary.
Contact Steve North (301-8718161; steve@sycamore.us)
“Questions of Life” —A course on
Christianity for new, returning,
and mature believers, with prayer,
a DVD/workbook, discussion, fellowship and a meal. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
“Women’s Recovery Group” —A
12-step, Christian recovery ministry based on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as well as fellowship and God’s healing
power to help heal hurts
and overcome personal
defects and replace them
with life’s abundance. Sunday
nights, 6:00-8:00 pm, The Upper
Room. Contact: Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul; 301-4522491)

“The Table Ministry”—1st Century
table experience, around the Table
of Christ. Build genuine friendships
in and out of CELC, grow spiritually
on every day basis, and respond to
the needs of others. Three-session
series, with meal, in Host Homes.
Contact: Florence Heacock (301452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com)
“Men’s Master Builders” meets
for breakfast and in-depth Bible
study with a focus on men’s issues
at 9:00 am on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the month in the
Hospitality Room. Contact Steve
Peth (sptopeka@earthlink.net;
301-564-1232) or Tim Bradley (301
-977-0906; tbradley4001@yahoo.com)
“Young Adults”
meet for
dinner, prayer,
fellowship, Bible
study, fun, laughter, Rob Bell DVDs. Contact Richard Czypinski (richard@ heartmindsoul.com or Lisa Stechschulte
(lisasteck@gmail.com)

“THRIVE” for women seeking indepth Bible study, meets September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of each month.
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna
Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:00 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary
Merrick (301-571-7212)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact: Alice Daniel (301949-4688)
Prayer Room I is open for prayer
from 8:15 am to noon on Sundays.
Prayer Room II is open for prayer
throughout the week. Contact
Paula Mathis (mathispaula@
cs.com) or Laura North
(laura@heartmindsoul.com)

Reasons to Join a Small Group:
• You will understand the Bible better in a small group.
• You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family.
• Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
• You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better.
• You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and
work associates.
• You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had!
• You will deepen your understanding of worship.
• You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun
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CELC on Facebook
CELC is now on Facebook! We have an official Facebook page to help
spread the word about our church and get out the news about all the
great things happening here. Anyone can view the page – just click here
or go to our website, heartmindsoul.com, and follow the link on the
homepage. If you have a Facebook account, become a fan of the
church’s page! That way you can easily access the page from your own
account and stay connected.
Facebook has quickly grown in popularity over the last few years, starting as a site for college students and expanding
into a networking site accessible to anyone. People form all over the world and of all different ages now use Facebook
to stay in touch with friends, plan events, share pictures, and explore whatever interests them. CELC has joined with
the hopes of using the page as another way to stay connected with the congregation and community by sharing information about our mission and vision, upcoming events, and to help people connect to others also attending CELC. The
Page will also help spread the news to people from outside our immediate community about the church and ways for
them to become involved.
Check out the Page and help us spread the good news about Jesus using a great new tool! Thanks to Sarah North for
setting this up.

Greet and Treat
First Impressions
We have all heard numerous saying and perspectives
on first impressions. "You only get one chance to
make a first impression." "First impressions are lasting
impressions." Job interview as well as marketing
guides emphasize the need for a good first impression.
OK, George, where are you going with this?
On Sunday mornings, our guests, as they enter the
narthex start forming their first impressions. Should
we care about this? After all we have excellent services, both the Spirited Traditional and the Contemporary. We do a thorough job of "Passing the
Peace". And we have a strong Mission Statement. Isn't the worship experience really the important part of being in church?
YES, but it is the entire experience that is important
and that starts with how we meet and greet our guests
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when they enter the Narthex. Greet and Treat is the
mechanism that we use to try to make the first impression on them after they enter the building, and we
need to be pro-active in doing this.
Lisa Bente has been doing this for the last four years
and has asked for a pinch hitter, so the coach is sending me in for her. While in recent months we have
always had coverage each Sunday, the previous methods of getting groups to cover various months is no
longer as good a solution as it once was. The more
who participate in this ministry, the better! I will be
speaking (oh no, not again) to both services on the
Sunday after Labor Day weekend (formerly known as
Rally Day) to expand on this. Having said this, I should
also mention that attendance will be taken.
George Wenchel

Backpacks
for the
Homeless
At Pastor Marv’s 25th Anniversary
Celebration, Sue Kirk, from Bethesda Cares, commented on how
the backpacks for the homeless
gave s sense of dignity to the individuals who left CELC on past
Thanksgiving Days with brand new
backpacks on their backs.
So now it is time to start gearing
up for this Ministry once again.
Thanksgiving 2008 will be here
before we know it. Below find articles we will be collecting for the
homeless. You may contact Sanna
Solem (301-571-0050) or Florence
Heacock (301-452-2491) for more
information.
Men—50 backpacks—white socks,
gloves, hats, t shirts, sweatshirts,
toothbrushes/paste

Martha’s Table
We have the wonderful opportunity to serve dinner to the homeless through
Martha’s Table in Washington, DC.
We began this ministry after the youth participated in World Vision’s 30
Hour Famine in November 2005. As part of the weekend, the youth made
sandwiches and took them down to Martha’s Table. They were touched by
the story of the organization and how it serves the homeless and decided
they wanted to participate. So they signed up!
Now, on the third Saturday of every month, a group of volunteers serves
soup, sandwiches, dessert, and drinks to dozens of men, women, and children out of a mobile soup kitchen van provided by Martha’s Table.
Please prayerfully consider committing three hours of your time in the upcoming months. If you are already participating in this ministry, spread the
word to your friends, neighbors, and co-workers about your experience. In
addition to members of our CELC community, we’ve also had co-workers and
friends of our youth join us.
We carpool from Christ Lutheran, leaving the church no later than 4:00 pm
and returning sometime around 7:00 pm. We meet in the small parking lot
off of Glenbrook Road, on the side of the church building.
Steve North is a trained driver; please consider becoming a back-up driver
for us. We also need you to ride along and help serve the food.
Please sign up on the Service Opportunities bulletin board in the narthex or
contact Steve North (stevelauranorth@gmail.com).

Women—15 backpacks—white
socks, hats, gloves, scarves,
toothbrushes/paste, feminine
products
Children—10 backpacks—socks,
hats, gloves, scarves, crayons, paper, color/writing books
For all—towels and washcloths

Living Love
By
Serving Others

Please contribute only these items
listed above.
Goal—a Bible in each pack!
If you find good buys, let me know
so that I can tell others.
(sannasolem@gmail.com)
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Joy—
Joy—Fruit of the Spirit
It has been said, “joy is an attitude of gratitude.” Since
joy is mentioned more than 200 times in the Bible, it
must be pretty important in God’s eyes.
Joy is the second of the nine “fruits of the Spirit”. It says
in Galatians 5:22-23: ”But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering [patience], kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such
there is no law. And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in
the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one
another.”
Nehemiah 8:10 says, "Go and enjoy choice food and
sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not
grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength." Quin
Sherrer says, “Lord, Your Word says the joy of the Lord
is our strength. Help all your people, children, and
grandchildren learn how to know joy regardless of
situations and disappointments, victories or defeats
they encounter.”
The Joy of the Lord is the joy that springs up in our
hearts because of our relationship to the Lord. It is a
God-given gladness found when we are in communion
with God. When the goal of everyone in CELC’s community is to know more about the Lord, the by-product is
His joy! In CELC, as a discipling community, “to those
who have or know the Word of God, have a responsibility and accountability to walk and talk as His disciple” in
communion with God, each other, our communities,
business/employment lives, and families, children’s’
and grandchildren’s’ lives—all with “joy is an attitude of
gratitude.”
At The Table
Ministry, we in
CELC’s community have been
given a ministry
to “walk and
talk” the joy of
the Lord. It
teaches in Ne-
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hemiah 8:12: “that the people
went to their houses to eat
and drink, to share and rejoice, because they took to
heart the words of Nehemiah,
Ezra, and the Levites”
(Nehemiah 8:1-9). [Please take
time to read Nehemiah 9,
which is one of the most eloquent recitals of God’s marvelous acts in Israel’s history
and one of the great psalms in Scripture. Below, other
Psalm references.]
Joy, when grounded in commitment to God, sees things
from His point of view. We can pray for and encourage
each other, children, and grandchildren to be joyful for
every day, for every blessing, every friendship, everything God has given them to enjoy. Also, we have a responsibility and accountability to Him to pray for and
encourage each other to find the joy of the Lord even in
the disappointing, challenging, and struggling times of
life. [Psalm 8, 105, 106.]
I pray, “Lord, it is my heart’s desire that all your people,
children, and grandchildren will grow to know you, continually rejoice in You—keeping their faith anchored in
Jesus, the Rock. May joy bubble up from deep within
them. Help them laugh at the impossible and believe
You for the answers.
Lord, we ask that You help all people, children, and
grandchildren to grow in relationship with you and learn
to be joyful always; pray continually; and give thanks in
all circumstances, for this is God’s will for them in Christ
Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-19
In conclusion, please take time to read, reflect, meditate, and pray with 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28: ”Now we
ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard
among you, love because of their work. Live in peace
with each other. And we urge you, brothers, warn those
who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back
wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other
and to everyone else. Be joyful always; pray continually;
(continued on next page)

Joy—
Joy—Fruit of the Spirit
(continued from previous page)

give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not put out the
Spirit's fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid
every kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The
one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. Brothers, pray for us. Greet all the brothers with a
holy kiss. I charge you before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers. The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”
Florence D. Heacock
Minister of Small Groups

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
FRAGRANCE-FREE FAITH COMMUNITY
It has been well documented that exposure to scented products can heighten symptoms
in patients with asthma and allergies, as well as other systemic problems.
In caring for all God’s people and in consideration of these issues,
CELC respectfully requeststhat you refrain from wearing
scented products while worshiping, praying, studying,
and/or visiting our faith community.
Examples of these products include (but are not limited to)
colognes, perfumes, deodorants, hand lotions, hair products, body washes, soft soap,
alcohol-based hand cleaners, air fresheners, and fabric softeners.

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to Him.
For He laid the earth’s foundation on the seas And built it on the ocean depths.”
(Psalm 24:1 NLT)
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Luther Hall Transformation
When Council made the decision to expand our Guiding Star Child Development Center mission into Luther Hall, there
were several things to get done in very little time. After a call to action was put out to start the “heavy lifting,” the CELC
and Bethesda communities responded in grand fashion by giving their time, talent and other donations to the cause. At
the same time and as part of the effort, we helped Diana and her family move from the Katrina House to their new
home; we relocated Bethesda Cares Homeless Lunch program and other CELC missions to the Katrina House; we

Dottie Davis Hofstad asks Pastor Marv
how she and Wes can help with Luther
Hall plans.

Dottie and Wes jump-start the heavy
lifting.

Some pews go into the Katrina House; no,
it’s not the new transition sanctuary.

Gold’s Gym personal trainers and friends
feel good about their accomplishments.

Paint donated by Duron; Juenemann and crew
donate their labor.

Teams assemble more than 120 pieces of
furniture for Guiding Star.

But the stroller instructions say “very easy
to assemble”

More furniture arrives for the next crew
to assemble.

Cardboard gets hauled away to the recycling center.
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Thanks, Volunteers
washed and donated “new china” and furniture to Lutheran Social Services for distribution to 75 refugee families. This
CELC effort is being submitted to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans “Care Abounds in Communities” program for matching funds.
These pictures capture just some of the fun, fellowship and hard work that went into the effort. Many thanks to all
who contributed in any fashion. There will be plenty of mission, fellowship and cost-saving opportunities in the future.
Don’t hesitate to sign up and help.
Submitted by Barry Lemley, Owner’s Rep

Steamers and Honest Tea donate crab feast
and drinks for the volunteer staff.

Photos by Brian Lemley

Ray and Thomas suggest that eating crabs
is more difficult than assembling furniture.

Volunteers help move Diana and family to
their new home in North Bethesda.

Diana’s move is almost complete.

Jerry Black looks lost without Eleanor’s
help to install flex screens.

Pastor Marv comes to Jerry’s rescue and
together they get the job done in 30 minutes.

Less talk gets more dishes done (good
kitchen help is hard to find).

LSS dishes washed, dried and packed,
kitchen crew has time for a picture.

Here’s the new Luther Hall ready for Guiding Star’s second location.
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Young Adult
Ministry
CELC's Young Adult Ministry will be launching a
series of ministry, outreach, and social events
this fall. Included will be service opportunities to
reach out to the local community; social activities including dinners and an '80s prom; and
monthly Bible studies.
Dates for these events will be announced in the
coming weeks.
Please contact Lisa at lisasteck@gmail.com or
Rebecca at rsg1107@aol.com more information.

Awakening
Music Festival
The Awakening Music Festival is an outdoor Contemporary Christian music festival featuring live music,
great food, kids’ activities, and the message of salvation. This all-day event is about building relationship
and bringing people together to celebrate God’s love.
The fifth annual festival will be held on Saturday, September 13 at Bull Run Parks’ Special Events Center in
Centreville, VA. This year’s artists include Newsboys,
Skillet, Matthew West, Echoing Angels, Britt Nicole,
Nevertheless, Run Kid Run, and special guest speaker
Justin Lookadoo. The festival also includes rock climbing walls, gladiator jousting, volleyball, a giant slide, a
children’s slide and obstacle course, petting zoo, pony
rides, and games and crafts for all ages.
Visit the website at www.awakeningfest.com.

Come See What the Fun Is All About!
Sunday
September 7
12:30-2:30 pm
Christ Lutheran Church
Fall Festival
Music by Ransom
Subs and Pizza
Popcorn
Snacks
Games
Prizes
Moon bounce
Ministry information
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Children and Family Ministry
Martha’s
Table
provides a great
opportunity for
families to serve
together.
Help others who
would otherwise
go hungry.
See page 7 for
more
information.

Wows and
Pows

Pathfinders

Start a family mealtime tradition
with this conversation starter. At
the dinner table, have family
members each share something
about their day that made you say,
“Wow! That was great!” and
“Pow. That hurt.” (This is also
known as sharing highs and lows.)

Pathfinders is our
Sunday morning
adventure for kids
ages 3-11. We
gather at 10:15
upstairs for a time
of singing, sharing, and learning all
about Jesus’ love for us!

This prompt will help everyone
reflect on their day and identify
feelings with experiences. Before
clearing the table, pray together
about your experiences. Consider
keeping a journal to watch how
God is working in your family.

We begin anew this fall on Sunday,
September 14.
Plan to join us on September 7,
12:30-2:30, for our annual Fall Festival. We will have a moon bounce
and other games for children of all
ages and of course prizes and
food.

If you have any questions about CELC’s Family Ministry,
please contact Laura North, minister of children and families,
in the church office at 301-652-5160 or by email at laura@heartmindsoul.com.

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Christ Jesus…)
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)
Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (service)
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (worship)

… Developing families of faith
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A Matter of Seeing
(continued from page 1)

that they gave it up. We who attend Sunday school
and Bible studies usually have a better understanding
of it, but often we, too, miss its power.
But consider the person with little church background
who joined a congregation through marriage. He wasn’t there long before he attended a study where the
pastor explained the overall plan of the Bible and gave
some guidelines about how to go about reading it
without being overwhelmed by the sheer length and
density of the text. That young man went home and
began reading an old Bible he had. He quickly found it
to be pretty rough going, but then the pastor introduced him to a modern translation, and then he really
took off. The young man attended every Bible study
the church held from that time onward, stayed afterward to ask questions and began studying the Scriptures seriously. When the pastor occasionally mentioned a book about the Bible that he thought was
helpful, this guy would go out and buy it and then read
it. And all the time his life was changing for the better.
A growing interest in the Bible is often the way a convert draws closer to God. We know that everyone
benefits when we approach the Bible with that level of
concentration.
There are other faith practices that can deepen our
journey with God. Two of these practices are worship
and fellowship. We need to avoid, however, the danger of holy things becoming routine. It reminds me of
the following story. “ A longtime member of one
church related the following story. He cornered his
pastor one Sunday after the service and asked, How
come every Sunday you say, ‘Let us repeat the Lord’s
Prayer’?”
“The pastor, surprised by the question, replied, ‘Well,
the Lord’s Prayer is a traditional part of the service.
Jesus gave it to us as a model of prayer.’ ‘No,’ said the
old man, ‘you’re not understanding my question. What
I’m asking is, how come you say, ‘Let us repeat the
Lord’s Prayer’? Shouldn’t we pray it?’ That man had
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been with that congregation all his life, but he was
looking at their worship service with the eyes of a convert.”
We’re not cool with anyone falling on the ground in
gratitude; we’re not at ease with extremes. We like
the middle ground. We’re often leery of people with
deep convictions.
That brings me to a couple of verses in Revelation that
can bring us up short. To the church at Laodicea, Revelation’s message is: “I know your works; you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were either cold or
hot. So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I am about to spit you out of my mouth”
(Revelation 3:15-16).
John of Patmos, who wrote Revelation, was a Christian
of deep passion, but his words need not be heard as a
call to become religious extremists. They are a call,
however, to seek the passion and the vision of the new
convert so that our Christianity never becomes merely
part of the background blur of our lives.
The most important things in life are related to God
and are holy. Our relationship with God and with
loved ones is the core of life. Therefore, we need to
keep our eyes sharply focused on the presence of God
and the call to a deeper faith walk. May God warm
your heart and sharpen your vision.
In Christ,
Pastor Marv

Making the Connection
Recently in our Sunday morning
Challenging Lifestyles group discussion hour, we talked at length
about how we connect with people, specifically prospective members or just those who visit the
church and are curious to know
more about us. We reviewed
some recent interesting examples
that we knew about– without
doubt, not a very large or perhaps
valid sample, but very likely representative.
One instance that impressed me
was the recent Saturday when
Barry Lemley invited volunteers to
help with work needed to get the
Guiding Star daycare area ready in
Luther Hall and to help move the
family that had been living in the
Glenbrook house. Barry asked
CELC members, of course, but he
also put the workday on our web
site and invited anyone who saw
the announcement to come. The
event was also posted on some
area web sites that collect volunteer opportunities. The result was
that a number of people from the
area joined us during the work
day, and the couple I spoke to
briefly stayed a good portion of

the day. They did not signal any
specific interest (at least for now)
in the church itself or in attending,
but they were excited to be a part
of our church-related undertaking.
The theme that emerged from our
chat is that they really wanted to
volunteer for a good cause, and
our work day provided that opportunity.
I’ve been thinking since then of
ways we should be prepared to
always take advantage of these
opportunities to connect with
people that God places before us.
First, there are clearly a number of
people nearby who will turn out
for an activity where they are getting something concrete accomplished. While we shouldn’t cut
back on any of the other things we
do as a church family, whenever
we can think of an activity that
actually “gets something done,” it
may be an excellent chance to
make connections we wouldn’t
otherwise get. Other cleanup,
renovation, and assistance activities, like those Barry organized,
could be in our future if we make
them happen.

Thinking back to my encounter
with the couple that day, I wish I
had been more prepared to engage them about what CELC is and
stands for. Chances are they didn’t
come specifically to hear about
the church or to get a “CELC 101”
course, but– they could have been
curious without saying so. I could
have done more than I did by saying a few brief words about our
church community and how we
serve God through our worship
and community life, and yes,
through events like the work day.
Such a conversation could have
“planted a seed” that might sprout
right away, or at some later time.
We shouldn’t miss a chance to
make connections when they are
dumped right into our lap!
The Bible teaches us to love our
neighbors and to be in community
with each other. God opens many
doors all the time like the episode
above, and all we have to do—
with a little preparation of
course—is walk through them.
—Larry Goolsby

Small Group Leaders Forum
Saturday, October 4, 10:30-11:30 am
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Expressions of Abundance:
Let Your Light Shine!
Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area (LSS/NCA) invites you to Expressions
of Abundance: Let Your Light Shine! Thursday, October 2. Hear first-hand how your volunteerism and support directly impact the lives of LSS/NCA clients in Foster Care & Adoption,
Refugee & Immigrant Services (RIS), Disaster Preparedness & Response, and Youth Haven
Programs for children and teens affected by HIV/AIDS. Joanne Noll of Christ Lutheran, DC
will be honored for her volunteer support of the Metro-region RIS program.
Join us for this annual breakfast event from 7:45-8:45 a.m. (registration begins at 7:15
a.m.) at the Bethesda North Marriott (metro-accessible by Red Line to White Flint, 5701
Marinelli Road). Breakfast is provided free of charge by our sponsors; contributions will be
welcomed.
For more information and to RSVP, contact Summer Parrish at LSS/NCA at (202) 723-3000
ext. 199 or ParrishS@lssnca.org. We look forward to seeing you!

Interfaith Works
We’re Having a Different Kind of Conversation about Poverty in Montgomery County
YOU are invited to participate!
On Wednesday evening, September 24, 7:00-9:30 pm.
Interfaith Works (formerly Community Ministry of
Montgomery County) is hosting an open meeting for
changing the Conversation about Poverty in Montgomery County.
There have been many conversations over the years
about poverty and much good work has been done.
This meeting is NOT another brainstorming session;
rather it is an opportunity for us to reflect and stir up
our own thinking on this issue.
This session is open to anyone who would like to engage in a conversation around this issue. No need to
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rsvp. Just show up! We know the right people will be
in attendance.
Location: VisArts, 155 Gibbs Street, Suite 300, Rockville
20850
Questions: Contact
Becky rwagner@ioworksmc.org
Adria aolaleye@ioworksmc.org
Or call 301-315-1099.
Visit our website for more details www.iworksmc.org

Musings on Our World
A Literary Challenge for you. Can you guess the authors? If not the answers are at the end, but not necessarily in correct order. Enjoy!
"To see a World in a grain of sand,
And a Heaven in a wild flower;
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand,
And Eternity in an hour".
"My heart leaps up when I behold a rainbow in the
sky:
So was it when my life began, so is it now I am a
man,
So be it when I shall grow old or let me die!
The Child is the father of the Man: and I wish my
days to be
Bound each to each by natural piety."
"Farewell, farewell! But I tell to thee, thou Wedding
Guest!
He prayeth well, who loveth well, both man and
bird and beast.
He prayeth best, who loveth best, All things both great
and small;
For the dear God who loveth us, He made and
loveth all."
"The woods are lovely, dark and deep. But I have
promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep, and miles to go
before I sleep."
"Pile the bodies high at Austerlitz and Waterloo.
Shovel them under and let me work –
I am the grass: I cover all.
And pile them high at Gettysburg, and pile them
high at Ypres and Verdun.
Shovel them under and let me work.
Two years, ten years, and passengers ask the
conductor:
What place is this? Where are we now? I am the
grass. Let me work. "

"Shall I praise the heavens, the trees, the earth,
Because their beauty and their strength last
longer?
Shall I wish there or never to had birth,
Because they're bigger and their bodies
stronger?
Nay, they shall darken, perish, fade and die,
And when unmade so ever shall they lie,
But man was made for endless immortality."
"The problem of restoring to the world original
and eternal beauty, is solved by the redemption of
the soul. The reason why the world lacks unity,
and lies broken, and in heaps is, because man is
disunited with himself."
"I never saw a moor, I never saw the sea;
Yet know I how the heather looks and what a
billow be.
I never spoke with God, nor visited in Heaven;
Yet certain am I of the spot as if the checks
were given."
"I reckon I got to light out for the Territory ahead
of the rest, because Aunt Sally she's going to adopt
me and sivilize me and I can't stand it. I been
there before."
"Ye who love the haunts of Nature,
Love the sunshine of the meadow,
Love the shadow of the forest,
Love the wind among the branches,
And the rain-shower and the snow-storm,
And the rushing of great rivers
Through their palisades of pine-trees,
And the thunder in the mountains,
Whose innumerable echoes
Flap like eagles in their eyries;Listen to these wild traditions,
To this Song of Hiawatha!"
Compiled by Sanna Solem
Anne Bradstreet, William Wordsworth, William
Blake, Emily Dickenson, Samuel L. Clemens, Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Robert Frost, Carl Sandburg ,
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Samuel Taylor Coleridge
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Hospice
Caring
Training
Have you
ever thought
of volunteering? Since
1989 Hospice
Caring, Inc.
has been providing practical and emotional support to adults and children facing
life-limiting illness and grief at no
charge.
Hospice Caring, Inc. has opportunities for those who would like to
facilitate adult or children’s grief
groups, or become a caregiver and
share in someone’s end-of-life journey.
Our next training classes will be
held September 16-18, 2008 and
November 11-13, 2008 from
8:30am to 4:30 pm. For more information or to register please call
Karen or Penny at 301-869-HOPE
(4673).
Make a difference in the lives of
others, and become a part of the
Hospice Caring family!
518 South Frederick Avenue
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
301-869-HOPE (4673)
www.hospicecaring.org

Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
Nate Kenney; Lyla Tollefson; Oscar Line; Juan,
Meghan, and Julia Mendez; John Sackett;
Manglika Pereira; Jonathan England; Angelica
& Luis Rodgriguez; Lilly and Paul Dymond;
Daniel Smith; Melissa Day; Sanna Solem; Joe
Naughton; Joan Williams; Bridget and Michael Rybacki; Frederick Washington; Cynthia
Hawkins; Henry Davis; Danny Strunk; Megan
Condon; Niina Tang; Christine Weeks; Gail
Gerhart; Grace Bowden; Ann Richardson;
Diana; Dr. Matthew and Nancy Sleeth; Ruby
Yoshioka; Robert Corbey; the young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and Jane
Seaks; Robert and Noah Harris; Nancy Harris; the ministry of the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the children undergoing treatment at The Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of Health and their families and caregivers; the Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project

Lost and Found Concert
Thrivent for Lutherans Annual Help the Homeless Benefit Concert
Featuring "Lost and Found."
October 4, 2008, 6:00 pm
F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre, Rockville, MD
Tickets: $20.00
For more information: 240-314-8690
DIRECTIONS
F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre is located in the Rockville Civic Center Mansion
Park at 603 Edmonton Drive. Call 240-314-5004 for more specific directions to the theater.
Schedule of Events:
5:30-6:45 Silent Auction and Reception
7:00-9:00 Concert
9:00-10:00 Desserts and Announcement of Silent Auction Winners
Lost and Found website -- http://speedwood.com/
Video of the Lutheran Song: http://youtube.com/watch?v=102kvQ1dWoY
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Sunday
Sunday Morning
Worship:
9:15
Contemporary

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

Wednesday Thursday

3

4

Friday

Saturday

5

6
Women’s Thrive
9:00-10:30
Men’s Master
Builders
9:00-10:30

10:15
Christian Ed
11:15
Traditional

7

8

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

9

10

11

12

13

19

20

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

10:15
Christian Ed
Fall Festival
12:30-2:30

14

15

16

17

18

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

Martha Circle
10:00 am

Praise Band
6:30 pm

10:15
Christian Ed

Council
7:00 pm

Choir
7:30 pm

Women
9:00-10:30
Men
9:00-10:30
Martha’s Table

21

22

23

24

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

9:15 & 11:15
Worship
10:15
Christian Ed

26

27

Praise Band
6:30 pm

10:15
Christian Ed

28

25

Connection
Deadline 5 pm

29

30

Choir
7:30 pm

September 2008
Please see page 9 of this newsletter
or the Sunday morning bulletin for small group ministry
opportunities available throughout the week!

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
The Rev. Marvin Tollefson
Pastor

9:15 am
Laura North
Minister of Children & Families
Office Administrator

10:15 am

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music

11:15 am

Kate Scott
Organist & Pianist
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Administrator of Finance

Church Council
Steve North, president
Larry Goolsby, secretary
June Bradley, treasurer

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education/Faith Formation
for children and adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!
Questions? Please call Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

September Connection Deadline
Ingrid Dallaire, Rebecca Gambler,
Paula Mathis, Barry McVicker,
Maura Miller, Suzanne Parrott,
and Joan Williams

Submissions for the September issue of The Connection are
due by 5:00 pm on Wednesday, August 20. Please email
them to laura@heartmindsoul.com or drop them off in
Laura’s office.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

