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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind… Love
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew
22:37-39)

Journeying With Jesus
Article by PASTOR KENDALL
Through the Night of Dark and Sorrow
Into Resurrection and Easter Light
Embracing Change,
Giving Priority to God’s Gospel Mission
When I think of worship in Holy Week, the first hymn that
comes to mind is “Through the night of dark and sorrow onward
goes the pilgrim band, singing songs of expectation, marching
to the promised land…” While this classic and familiar hymn
dating from 1789, takes us to darker places, it speaks reflectively
of our experiences of darkness in our journey of life as disciples
of Christ.
Martin Luther wrote and spoke about the struggle of the soul.
Luther called it A nfechtung, its literal meaning being
“temptation.” This word Luther went on to describe in his
theological works as “Trials” or the “dark night of the soul.”
Luther saw them as a necessary part of Christian life when a
Christian is subject to testing by Satan, and it brings about
affliction and tribulation. In the temptation,
(continued on page 2)
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Luther wrote, God puts the Christian through
a test to measure the depth and sincerity of
their faith and to bring it to a higher level.
Luther experienced this many times in his
journey of ministry in which he described
being set upon and put to a trial.
Indeed Luther’s writings of the Small
Catechism (the small book for life), include
morning and evening prayers, which he
described as a discipline of Christian life,
a gift to the faithful to keep them strong in
the day and in the night, to ward off the
Trials or A nfechtung. Luther’s concept of
Anfechtung, is recognized in the theological
world as a one word theological concept,
describing an experience of fear and
trembling before awakening that is an
important part of growth in Christian life.

From the dark night, the soul emerges
into resurrection light. When I am preparing
for funerals or memorials, some are surprised
that I want to talk directly about death. This is
because the healing comes from facing death
straight on, recognizing that it has no effect on
us, because we are simply moving into God’s
hands as God promises. Though we die,
we live. Once we recognize that it is OK to die,
that God is there for us, we find God has given
us the power to deal with life, and not only
that but to experience joy in the midst of the
struggle. Another joyful paradox of life in
Christ. Perhaps the cross being the most deep
and meaningful paradox faith and life in Christ.
When we are experiencing fear,
God wants us to hold on to him, and to trust
him, trust that he will bring us through the night
of sorrow into the light of RESURRECTION
which is EASTER – the empty tomb.
That death is not the end.

I am sure we have all experienced one of
those dark nights of the soul at some point.
From what I hear from those who describe
them, and from my own personal experiences
with them, those dark nights of the soul arise
out of a deep fear, it’s a trembling over some
kind of fear, usually involving a challenge or
change. Like the experience of Jesus going
to the cross when he became afraid and asked
God to take that cup away from him, his
human frailty and weakness was taking hold,
keeping him from embracing the journey,
the mission of the Gospel, that God had put
before him. Something was pulling him
away from that mission of the Gospel, which
would take him to the cross. And then after
he experienced it, he passed through it, and
suddenly he appeared strong and confident as
he undertook the difficult path that God had
given him. Luther argued that this experience
is a necessary part of Christian spiritual
growth that brings about inner strength for
the mission. In my experience this is true
as well. Somehow out of the inner struggle,
God brings about clarity and strength of
purpose and mission.

A peace filled message for us at EASTER
is that though we may find ourselves at a
cross roads of pain and struggle, as individuals,
as partners, in community and as church,
that through prayer and faith, God will bring
us through the struggle, the trial, and give
us the answers, in the
EPIPHANY OF THE RESURRECTION.
An Empty tomb leads to New Life, …
I pray that God breaks through your fears
and struggles of this day, to bring Resurrection
Light, answers to your questions, a Renewed
Sense of Mission for the Gospel, and New Life.
JOYOUS EASTER,
PASTOR KENDALL
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DO YOU NEED A “SPIRITUAL DAY OF FUN AND REFLECTION”
Join our Pastor Kendall who is leading Noon Worship on
SATURDAY MAY 6TH 2017
And we will
Enjoy together the Cathedral Flower Mart Day with Entertainment,
a Craft Fair and International Embassy May Day Flower Demonstration
And the National Cathedral, All Hallows Guide “Annual Flower Mart”

At the NATIONAL CATHEDRAL
FLOWER MART

FLOWER MART 2017
Friday, May 5 | 10:00am

An irresistible array of festival foods, children’s rides, artisanal and boutique gifts and, of course,
|herbs and flowers, once again fills the nave and grounds of the Cathedral at this year’s Flower Mart.
Drawing locals and tourists alike since 1939, this festival of flowers and fun celebrates All Hallows’
Guild’s centennial of service to the 59 acres of gardens and grounds around Washington National
Cathedral.
This year, we are thrilled to welcome Washington, D.C. mayor Muriel Bowser as our Honorary
Chair and look forward to her remarks to open Flower Mart 2017 at 10 a.m. on Friday, May 5.


All Hallows Guild Centennial Tent: A fascinating look back at All Hallows Guild’s first
100 years and its enduring contribution to the gardens and grounds surrounding the Cathedral.



The Spirit in Bloom: Celebrating the Outdoors at the National Cathedral featuring works of art by
members of the Cathedral community and the Botanical Society of the National Capital Region.
Pilgrim Gallery, 7th floor, National Cathedral.



Our 1890’s Antique Traveling Carousel (one of the last 2 remaining in the country) Our century-old
carousel, now on the National Register of Historic Places, is a favorite of young and old. Lovingly
restored over a 20-year period, each hand-painted animal is a work of art with special significance.
Open and running both days of Flower Mart.



Cathedral Tower Climb is a breath-taking experience and one of our most popular events. Saturday
only! Climb the 333 steps to the dizzying heights of the bell-ringing chamber in the great Central
Tower of Washington National Cathedral, 300 feet above the ground, for some of the best views of
Washington. Hear a demonstration of the bells and learn about the architecture of the Cathedral.
The Tower is open to the public only once or twice a year.
Tower Climbs will be Saturday - 10 am to 3:30 pm (except noon) every half hour. $10 per person.



Two Daughters continue the Puppet Show:
A Flower Mart children’s favorite! Always creative, whimsical, and delightful.



International Floral Displays: Countries and Embassies present their one of a kind- floral display
that tells each country’s story in a beautiful way presented in the majesty of the Cathedral nave.

For Plant Lovers & Gardeners – this year our largest plant booth (Premier Plants – sponsored
by All Hallows Guild) will stock even more annuals, perennials and locally-grown herbs.
Also, new offerings include miniature conifers in containers and lovely hanging baskets.
White Elephant Tent: It’s back and is going to be even bigger than ever in a new location
on the North Lawn.


(continued on page 4)
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Forgiveness – Getting Down to Cases
By Larry Goolsby
Many of you have participated in both the Sunday morning adult discussions and the Wednesday
evening Lent fellowship hours where we’ve been covering forgiveness and how we can live up to
this central pillar of our faith every day. Our discussions have been based on the book Forgiveness:
A Lenten Study, by Marjorie J. Thompson.
We learned once again that sharing our thoughts and questions in a supportive group setting is a critically
important way to expand our understanding, get answers to tough questions, find help with difficult
situations, and of course deepen our faith. At every session, we quickly turned to personal experiences
and questions that others in the group, as well as Pastor Kendall of course, helped us explore and answer.
The book’s chapters took us through a sequence of steps in understanding the profound nature of
‘forgiveness and how we can both receive this incredible gift from God and give it. Knowing that
we can’t give what we don’t already have, one of the first challenging questions we explored is how
we receive God’s forgiveness. While it’s easy to assume that “of course, I will accept His forgiveness,”
the subject is more complicated than that when we become fully aware of our actions and motivations.
Many of us, without realizing it, can decide in some situations that we don’t deserve forgiveness and
that no one – not even God – should, or even can, forgive us. This can be a convenient way to avoid
confronting the sin in question and reconciling with the person at odds with us – as the book noted,
this is the “flight” portion of the “fight or flight” reaction so common in the face of conflicts.
Too often, we choose “flight” so we don’t have to resolve the problem, or choose “fight”
so that we simply lash back without, once again, coming to a resolution.
We shared many experiences where we quickly chose one or the other and took things no further.
As we saw in the book, Psalm 139 is a remarkable overview of these common human emotions,
and how even enmity toward others is something quite permissible when taken to God in prayer.
To quote page 27, “When we release pain and anger to God over people who seem impossible to
embrace with love, the Spirit begins a mysterious process in our hearts.” This process opens our
eyes to both the strengths and faults that we each have – and how God loves all of our being,
faults included, and forgives us just as we are.
Another area that generated much discussion – and again many real-life examples – was how we
extend forgiveness to others. We all recognized ourselves in the three examples the book gave
of “bad apologies”: not fully acknowledging the injury done or not taking direct responsibility;
not expressing sorrow or shame; and defending ourselves. Again quoting from the book,
we’ve all heard the first type of bad apology with these expressions: “If some of what I said
was disrespectful…,” “Mistakes were made,” and “I’m sorry if you felt hurt by what I did.”
Tying these to both our own statements and those we often hear from others let us know how
common is this way of dodging a sincere apology – seeming to express forgiveness but actually
falling short.

One more topic that kept us talking was the nature of God’s love and judgment, which was discussed
in Chapter 4, “Repentance.” “Jesus Christ is the embodied paradox of divine love and justice,
revealing God’s grace as a form of judgment and offering God’s judgment in the form of grace.”
If you think that’s a profound statement, you’re right – and I don’t believe any of us felt we got
nearly to the end of all the ways this can be experienced and understood.
Needless to say, these examples just touch the surface of all we shared and gained from being part
of these discussions, not to mention the fellowship and the prayers that opened and closed them.
We warmly invite you all to join us and become part of this time together each Sunday at 10:15,
as we continue strengthening our CELC community and our Christian faith.

We welcome your presence any Sunday!
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1 Peter 4:10
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of God's varied grace.
Colossians3:23-24
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.

COUNCIL REVIEW of BUILDING PROJECT
Monthly Update
As the Trustees for the Congregation, the Council is currently undergoing an extensive review of the
Building Project. In July 2016, Council hired a financial consultant, John Handley, to help Council, DSC,
and GGT to begin the process of reviewing the church’s building project and financial status. Since then,
the Council, DSC, and GGT have worked together, with John Handley, and held several consolidated financial
pro forma meetings to thoroughly analyze the church’s total building project.
At the December 15, 2016, Council meeting, DSC and GGT leadership unanimously recommended to Council to
immediately move forward with the full-scope Construction Documents phase, with a budget of up to $900,000
as authorized by the congregation at the Congregational Meeting on November 20, 2016, for the full-scope
Construction Documents.
At the December 15, 2016, meeting, the Council, DSC, and GGT presented a motion to authorize CELC’s
architect, Michael Foster, to begin the construction documents phase, with the provision that if Council
determines that the costs of constructing and operating the full Design Development are beyond the financial
capabilities of the church to sustain, the Council may, in its sole discretion, authorize the architect to redesign
the Design Documents for a three-story building option.
CELC Council is continuing an in-depth review of all aspects of the building project, for the purposes of
preparing a recommendation from the Council to the Congregation of the appropriate size and scope of the
proposed project, including a review of the current priorities, planning and proposed administrative structures.
At the February 26, 2017, Congregational Meeting, Council and John Handley presented a summary analysis
of the financial and other information that is related to the development project, which included financial
circumstances of various sizes of the building.
This is the first of what we hope to provide as Monthly Updates on the Council’s review process,
and the steps that the Council has undertaken.


Council has asked for the full cooperation from the Development Steering Committee (DSC),
a subcommittee to the Council and under Council’s authority. For purposes of the review, the DSC has
been requested to include specified members of the Council in all meetings, and to facilitate the Council’s
establishing relationships with the architect, banking institutions, and builder, and to notify and include
Council designees in ongoing dialogues. These steps will assure that DSC and Council will meet and
work together in the best ways possible.



Council is meeting with the project architect, Michael Foster, to evaluate options for the project and
priorities given the mission of the Church and Church development as a priority.



Meeting with Synod and national church mission experts, and church development specialists knowledgeable on mixed-use building projects and successful church mission and redevelopment for advice.



Meeting with financial resources and experts to review and determine the best options for the Church’s
redevelopment.



Meeting and working with Bush builders to identify best options, given the perspectives and cooperative
relationship with the builder.



Reviewing status of all aspects of the building structure to determine what adjustments may be best for
facilitating successful redevelopment of the church, while meeting community needs.



Meeting with the GGT Inc. Board, the first of such meetings, to discuss ongoing situations, and, together,
work toward any needed adjustment.
(continued on page 7)
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Thus far, the Council (1) has met with and notified DSC members of the ongoing review, and has arranged
a first meeting of representatives; (2) has scheduled a meeting of the full Council with the members of DSC,
together with the architect scheduled for May 17, 2017; (3) has requested a meeting with the full Council and
board of GGT Inc. scheduled for May 6, 2017; (4) has requested that DSC help facilitate a meeting between Bush
contractors and Council representatives; (5) has requested DSC facilitate a meeting with financial institutions and
Council representatives; (6) has begun initiatives with the Synod to identify experts in the field of structuring
mixed-use buildings to best facilitate church redevelopment; and (7) many other related meetings for purposes
of open information gathering and review.
Council sees this review as affirming with enormous appreciation the ongoing and past work on the project,
while recognizing the need for a fresh look from today’s challenges and perspectives and with the specific priority
of ensuring the building project is structured in a way that is most financially sound for the congregation (based
on current circumstances) and structured in the very best way possible to facilitate the congregation’s mission
and growth once built. For this purpose, we are looking not just at internal analyses, but we are challenging past
assumptions with refreshing new perspectives, and also looking to experts in the fields to help us with a neutral
fresh analysis

We hope to have a report to be presented at a Special Congregational Meeting this spring or early summer.
We ask you to keep us all in prayer.
By the Executive Committee, for the Congregation Council.
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REMEMBERING WHO WE ARE…
God gives us the gift of our Mission Statements to help us stay centered and on track,
as we evaluate and define what we do:
The Mission of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, is based on the Great Commission given to us
from Jesus in Matthew 28:19 which is stated below along with verse 20:
“Therefore, Go and make Disciples of all Nations, Baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the on and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always , to the very end of the age.”
Missions statements help us stay focused on our mission in Christ, for that is the main thing
Jesus called us to do together, the loving sharing of our faith, and helping others to know God.

The CHURCH’S Primary Parts…
Like a Flower in bloom the Church at its healthiest is one that reflects many kinds of active
ministries within in the church, being engaged by the people of the church. The Church is like
a sanctuary for the people of God, filled with the Holy Spirit, to follow that spirit into loving
discipleship and mission activities all of which serve to touch others, grow us individually as
we serve in these ministries, and that grow the Church, like fertilizer.
These ministries are set out on in Constitution and ByLaws too as part of our
mission in the church – that is what we do, together with other churches, to serve God.
Below is a dialogue of the different parts of the church’s mission and work;
We are gathered together as Christ’s Church for the
Worship God in proclamation of the Word and
administration of the sacraments and
We are called to participate in God's mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall:
through lives of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, witness, and service.
Proclaim God's saving Gospel of justification by grace for Christ's sake through
faith alone, according to the apostolic witness in the Holy Scripture, preserving
and transmitting the Gospel faithfully to future generations.
Carry out Christ's Great Commission by reaching out to all people to bring them
to faith in Christ and by doing all ministry with a global awareness consistent
with the understanding of God as Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of all.

Serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, caring for the sick and
the aged, advocating dignity and justice for all people, working for peace and
reconciliation among the nations, and standing with the poor and powerless,
and committing itself to their needs.

(continued on page 9)
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Nurture its members in the Word of God so as to grow in faith and hope
and love, to see daily life as the primary setting for the exercise of their
Christian calling, and to use the gifts of the Spirit for their life together
and for their calling in the world.
Manifest the unity given to the people of God by living together in the
love of Christ and by joining with other Christians in prayer and action
to express and preserve the unity which the Spirit gives.
Each church is unique in expressing the various aspects of
Christian vocational calling, but they usually form circles around
Worship and worship leadership
Nurture and care for others in the congregation, community and world;
Teaching the Faith to adults, adolescents and/or children;
Prayer Ministries and Spiritual leadership;
Small Group ministries of teaching and fellowship;
Hospitality and Fellowship Ministries;
Financial Stewardship ministries and administration, helping people give;
Social Outreach and care for the Poor;
Church leadership ministries involving council or group leadership;
Event Ministries and Outreach;
Mission outreach to build the church;
Promotional Outreach;
Welcome Ministries of care and welcoming;
Administration ministries that facilitate the church’s daily organization
Music and song ministries of sharing our musical talents…

and these are just a few.
If you are not actively involved yourself in a ministry of your faith, ask yourself, Why not?
Pray to God where do my gifts and passion fit in the mission of the church?
A good question for each of us is where do I fit in the petals of the church’s
flowering mission in Christ.
Do I feel a call to serve I Worship?
Do I love to teach and want to teach others?
Do I feel a call to pray with others and help them understand a spiritual oneness with God?
Do I like to work on doing projects within the church building or landscape?
Do I feel a call to sing?
Do I like to work with children and feel a call to share my faith there?

Church Vocational Experts teach:
“where your passion and your gifts meet, that is the place of your calling”
and I would add that at this place is also your most content and happiest self!
QUESTION: Where do your passions and gifts meet? Is that your Calling?
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THRIVE - WOMAN'S BIBLE STUDY AT CELC

Women's Bible Study - Thrive meets (generally) on the first and third Saturday's
of each month. From 9:00-9:30 AM we have breakfast and then conclude our
meetings at 10:30. We meet in homes and sometimes at places like La Madeline.
For more information please contact me at church - my phone - 240-476-7633
or on sannalsolem@gmail.com

"Dear friends, no matter how we find them,
are as essential to our lives as breathing in and breathing out."

April
11 Ingrid Dallaire
21 Peter Hults
25 Victoria Derringer
28 Mark Miller
29 Florence Heacock
May
1 Catherine Johnson
5 Margie Goodyear
12 Shawn Johnson

Prayer
The Parrott, Clemmer, & Willkomm Families;
Jeanne To Than Hien; William Masetti; ; Sarah Hokins;
Biggi; Dr. Carson Schneck; Marie-Laure Arsac-Shea;
Martin Rimestad; Leif Hansen Family; Bernice Lewis family;
Wilma Christ family; Dr. Gertrude Haugan; Patricia Nuzum;
Dallaire Family; Elke Womack;
Gracy George, Mr. P.V. George, Ernest Yambot; Oscar Line;
The young men of Nick's Place;
The ministry of Mi Refugio in Guatemala;
The children at The Children's Inn at NIH
and their families and caregivers.
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Stewardship begins with our gifts from God.
It continues through our service to others.
"God has given each of you a gift from his great variety
of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another. "
1 Peter 4:10 (NLT)

Stewardship begins with our gifts from God.
It continues through our service to others.
"Everything in the world is about to be wrapped up, so take nothing for granted. Stay wide-awake
in prayer. Most of all, love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes up for practically
anything. Be quick to give a meal to the hungry, a bed to the homeless—cheerfully. Be generous with
the different things God gave you, passing them around so all get in on it: if words, let it be God’s
words; if help, let it be God’s hearty help. That way, God’s bright presence will be evident in everything
through Jesus, and he’ll get all the credit as the One mighty in everything—encores to the end of time.
Oh, yes!" 1 Peter 4:7-11 from The Message by Eugene H. Peterson
2017 Pledge Cards will be available early this year. Please pray about how you can further the mission
of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bethesda. Even if you are not able to estimate your giving for
the year at this point in time, please return the card so we know you have seen it and prayed for the
future of our church.
Your Stewardship Committee,
Dave, Florence, Sanna, Larry and Shawn

Welcome to CELC!

Fair Trade Coffee

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church?
Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email the church, CLC@CristLutheranBethesda.org,
to begin receiving our weekly e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides
the means for small farmers to make enough
money to support themselves while using the
premiums to improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:
pillow packets (pre-ground) of Regular
(Mind Body Soul) and Decaf (Columbian).
Each pillow packet makes one pot (about
64 oz.) of coffee ($2) a variety of whole bean
and ground regular and decaf coffees
($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg
and decaf)

Greet and Treat Ministry
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat
ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces
to greet worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up,
contact Bobby at bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org.

Find us on Facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

To learn more about this coffee,
visit www.equalexchange.com
Proceeds from the coffee will be given to
support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school
for impoverished children in Guatemala.
Please contact Lisa Bente at
carpedm28@verizon.net.

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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CELC
Community Breakfasts
Join us in the Hospitality Room on

Sunday, April 23rd, 2017
10:15—11:15 a.m.
If you would like to bring a food item to share,
Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org)

Tuesday

Rachel Circle, a home Women’s Bible study and fellowship, meets at 7:30 pm
on the second Tuesday of each month. Contact Alice Daniel, 301-949-4688.

Wednesday

Lunch Bunch meets ver y Wednesday for Lunch 12:30-1:30pm
Church Council meets the 3rd Wednesday of very month at 7pm in Hospitality room.

Thursday

Choir Rehearsal (Adult) at 8:00 pm, choir room (first floor). Contact Richard, 301-652-5160.

Saturday

THRIVE, for women seeking in-depth Bible study, prayer, spiritual growth, fellowship,
love, and breakfast, 9:00 -10:30 am on the first and third Saturdays of each month.
Contact Sanna Solem (240-476-7633; sannalsolem@gmail.com).

Sunday Today,
Thursday April 20th, Choir Season is in “Full Sing”, Choir practices on Thursdays at 8pm.
If you are interested in singing, contact Richard Czypinski
THRIVE, 9:00 -10:30 am on the first and third Saturdays of each month.

May 20, CELC Chur ch Council RETREAT in Harpers Ferry, West Virginia
Sunday April 23rd Community Breakfast at 10:15am in Hospitality r oom, contact
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of your Spirit
lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES
Palm Sunday (Sunday of the Passion)

April 9th, Regular Services

Maundy Thursday Thursday, April 13th, 7 pm Service
Good Friday Friday, April 14th, 7 pm Service

Easter Sunday Resurrection of Our Lord) April 16th Regular Services
PALM SUNDAY,
April 9th (Regular Schedule):
In many Christian churches, Palm Sunday includes a procession of the
assembled worshipers carrying palms, representing the palm branches the
crowd scattered in front of Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem..

MAUNDY THURSDAY,
April 13th at 7 pm:
Is the Christian feast, or Holy day, falling on the Thursday before Easter.
It commemorates the Maundy and Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the
Apostles as described in the Gospels. It is the fifth day of Holy Week,
and is preceded by Holy Wednesday and followed by Good Friday.

GOOD FRIDAY
April 14th at 7 pm:
Good Friday is a religious holiday observed primarily by Christians
commemorating the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and his death at Calvary.
The holiday is observed during Holy Week as part of the Paschal
Triduum on the Friday preceding Easter Sunday, and may coincide with
the Jewish observance of Passover.

EASTER SUNDAY

April 16th (Regular Schedule)
(Regular Worship Schedule including 9:15 am Contemporary Service, Children’s
Easter Egg Hunt at 10:20 am, 11:15 am Traditional Service.
Easter is a Christian festival and holiday celebrating the resurrection of
Jesus Christ on the third day after his crucifixion at Calvary as described in the
New Testament. Easter is the culmination of the Passion of Christ, preceded by Lent,
a forty-day period of fasting, prayer, and penance.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR JUNE 4TH!
The Choir of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bethesda
will be putting on a

Benefit Concert for Bethesda Cares
on

Sunday, June 4th at 3:00 pm
Followed by a Reception in the Hospitality Room.
15

The Choir of
Presents

CREATION SINGS!

2017
Benefit Concert

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
8011 OLD GEORGETOWN RD.
BETHESDA, MD 20814
www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org
301-652-5160

Choir selections will include classical and contemporary choral works,
with piano/organ accompaniment,
with occasional violin, cello, and acapella works.
A freewill offering will be taken to support the work of Bethesda Cares.
There will be a Reception to Follow.
PLEASE INVITE FRIENDS, FAMILY & NEIGHBORS!
SPREAD THE WORD! IT’S FREE!
16

17

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles,
and joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships,
and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are
respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through
the love and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.
“Challenging Lifestyles”
—A dynamic Sunday morning experience for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ
in the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual,
nurturing, and supportive fellowship.
Sundays, 10:15 am in The Upper
Room. Contact Larry Goolsby:
301-946-6479; or
clgoolbylsby@verizon.net
“THRIVE” for women
seeking in-depth
Bible study, fellowship, fun, outreach
ministries meets
September-July, normally on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays, at 9:00-10:30 am
of each month. Breakfast included.
Contact Sanna Solem at:
sannalsolem@gmail.com
or 301-571-0050

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship.
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer
Services and prayer study. Contact
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)

Reasons to Join a
Small Group:







“Men’s Master
Builders”
A few years ago,
CELC had a growing
and active men’s
small group/bible study.
Several men of CELC have lost their
men’s small group –
are there a few guys
out there who are interested in facilitating/
participating in a
“men’s small group”?
If so, please talk with
Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email






Mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.
18

You will understand the
Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel
like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more
meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle
times of crisis, change, and
stress better.
You will have a natural way
to share Christ with friends,
relatives, and work
associates.
You will develop leadership
skills you never knew you
had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship,
laughter, and fun.

Guiding Star
Child Development
Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center
provides exceptional child development
services in a safe, nurturing Christian
environment. Our philosophy:
Safety is essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.

FAITH FORMATION
FOR CHILDREN

We offer child care in Bethesda:
8011 Old Georgetown Rd
For more info, call 301-656-9003.

Age 3 – Elementary School Age

CELC’s Sunday School
takes place
every Sunday
at 10:15 am

Contact Judy at mish2t@gmail.com

The church of the first century was
incredibly dynamic and
flexible. Communities of Jesus followers met together in their
homes, learning and growing
together by meeting one
another’s needs. That early life
of the Fellowship of Believers is described in Acts 2:41-47.
Over the years and through the centuries, Christians
have continued to find that the best way to experience
true Christian fellowship is in a small group.

It’s a place where you can come to give and receive ideas,
help, and encouragement. It’s a place where you're part of
a group that's seeking to grow in their faith just as you are;
a group that will be with you through your struggles and
rejoice with you in your triumphs. It's a place where you
usually gain lifelong friends!
Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or you're a
seasoned Christian, you'll be challenged and moved by
participating in a small group.
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Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org
CLC@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Pastor Kendall Summers
Pastor
PastorKendall@comcast.net

Regular Schedule
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

9:15 am

Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator
Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

11:15 am

Christopher Koelzer
Organist/Pianist

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
Ages 3 thru Elementary School age
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Chris@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Church Council
Florence Heacock, President
Larry Goolsby, Vice-President
Nathan Sprenger, Secretary
Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer
Farshad Bahari
Don Cuming
Frank Goodyear
Lallitha John
Church Council meets every
3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm
Church members are welcome to attend
Our church website is now
ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Thursday, May 25th.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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