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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind… Love
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew
22:37-39)

An Article by
Pastor Tony Carpenter

Nurturing the Faith at Advent
I once read a newsletter article written by The
Rt. Rev. Mark S Sisk, Bishop of the New York Episcopal
Diocese. He wrote, “I have come to understand that at the
core of every healthy congregation there are three crucial
elements: the worship of God, the nurture of the faithful,
and the bearing of witness by word and deed to God’s
abiding love for us and for all”. I firmly agree that these
three elements are crucial components of the Christian
Church. They may become complex in their particular
expressions, but are essential to the work of any healthy
church.
November is a time to prepare for the winter weather
ahead as well as a time to prepare for the Advent Season.
The first Sunday of Advent 2014 is November, 30.
(continued on page 2)
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Nurturing the Faith at Advent
(continued from page 1)

This is also a very special time to
remember those we do not see often in
worship. Perhaps as we are changing out
our goblins and witches costumes from
Halloween, now is also the time to give
some thought to how and why we might
help ourselves and others to celebrate
Christmas this year.
Coming to worship during the
season of Advent can be difficult as well
as coming to worship on Christmas Eve
or Christmas Day. But I also believe that
it’s an excellent time to share the message
of Advent with members of our own
community of faith, especially those who
are sick and shut-in. It is also important
for us to remember this wonderful time to
offer words of encouragement, prayers
and support to others who are facing
medical needs. Prayer and encouragement
are important parts of the care we give to
others, as well as, the care we receive from
each other.

was already an oldie. Many times when
I heard it I was reminded, that is Jesus’ song.
He is the only one who can really keep his
promises. He is the only one who can and
will be with us, no matter what, and no matter
when. We can lean on him as a promise for
our lives. That is the root and stem and energy
of our endurance. This year, I invite you to find
your own way to share that good news and
promise of Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,
today and forever, as the writer to the Hebrews said so well.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Tony
11/02/2014

In short, it is the careful attention to
the ordinary in our days as believers: the
good days and the bad, “in sickness and in
health” days; it is in the birthing and in the
dying, it is the triumphs and the defeats, the
joys and the disappointments. These are all
part of our Christian nurture and focus.
As we find ourselves this Advent
season, just like the wise men and the
shepherds in the fields looking for some
way to prepare for the coming of Christ,
I invite all of us to think of ways that we
might make this year’s Advent a time to
help share the joyous message of our
Christian faith.. Advent tells the story of
our faith by reminding us of God’s unselfish
and wonderful love for us all.
A number of years ago the song,
“Lean on Me” was “re-recorded” since it
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IN AND AROUND CELC
Welcome to CELC!

Fair Trade Coffee

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means
for small farmers to make enough money to
support themselves while using the premiums to
improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:

Holy Communion
Information
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice is white
and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like
more information about communion, contact Pastor
Tony by e-mail at pastortony@heartmindsoul.com

Greet and Treat Ministry



pillow packets
(pre-ground) of Regular
(Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each
pillow packet makes one
pot (about 64 oz.) of
coffee ($2)



a variety of whole bean
and ground regular and
decaf coffees ($8 for 12oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg
and decaf)

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact
Bobby (bobby@heartmindsoul).

Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).

Find us on Facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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Thankoffering Service
On Sunday, November 23rd, at the 11:15 service, we will have our annual
Thankoffering Service. For generations, women of the Lutheran Church have gathered to give
thanks to God for all the blessings of our lives, and particularly the blessings that come to us
through this community of women. Beginning in the late 19th century, Lutheran women were
given small Thankoffering boxes to be placed in a special location in their homes as a visible
reminder of blessings received. Coins and small offerings were added throughout the year in
giving thanks for blessings received in significant and ordinary moments of life. Through these
boxes came the idea of an annual Thankoffering church service to celebrate their collection.
Thankofferings go in full to support the church wide ministries of Women of the ELCA (WELCA)
to provide new resources, events and programs. These offerings help the grants program support
annual domestic and international grants that support women and children in crisis, health projects
and community-building programs. They also include the work of our Women of the ELCA in
providing scholarships that help women all over the country complete their higher education,
change careers, or grow in leadership. To date, WELCA has delivered more than $3.1 million in
grants to domestic and international organizations, and more than $630,000 in scholarships to
Lutheran women. They also support the organization’s crucial annual gift to the ELCA,
which supports global mission, the ELCA’s world hunger program and much more.
Each year, in thousands of congregations, Thankofferings are collected to support the
life-changing ministries of the church wide women’s organizations. Last year’s Thankoffering
collections totaled $903,374, an increase of $45,926 in 2012. We would encourage all members
and friends of CELC to participate in these Thankofferings as a way of showing their thankfulness
for the many blessings they have received through the year. Special envelopes marked
“Women of the ELCA” will be provided in the pews. Please make checks to payable CLCW
(Christ Lutheran Church Women) with the notation “Thankofferings” in the lower left corner.
The envelopes can be placed in the offering plate.

Thank you for giving!
Christ Lutheran Church Women
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Join CELC Staff on

Thanksgiving Eve

Wednesday, November 26th, at 6:30 pm
in the Hospitality Room

We will gather for dinner, worship, fellowship and thanksgiving.
The meal’s main courses are prepared by the staff, and additional side
dishes and dessert may be brought by others.

November
11 Frank Goodyear
14 Ruth Lewis

If you have not submitted your birthday for our records, please
do so — yellow slips are available in the narthex.
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AUXILIARY’S ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL
At The Village at Rockville
Saturday, November 8, 2014
9:30 a.m.—2 p.m.
Lunch 11 a.– 1:30 p.m., Tickets $5 & $10

Christmas Décor — Bake Sale — Jewelry
Gift Shop 50% off
Plants — Grandma’s Attic — Stamps
And More…

All proceeds benefit the residents.

Thanks to Thrivent for their financial support
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Nov 2 - End of Daylight
Saving Time
American inventor and politician Benjamin Franklin is often
credited with being the inventor of Daylight Saving Time.
In his 1784 essay “An Economical Project for Diminishing the Cost
of Light” he proposed to economize the use of candles by getting
people out of bed earlier in the morning to make use of the morning
sunlight. However, ancient civilizations are known to have engaged
in a practice similar to modern Daylight Saving Time where they
would adjust their daily schedules to the Sun's schedule. For example,
the Roman water clocks used different scales for different months of the Year.

Remember: Spring Ahead, Fall Back

BE THANKFUL
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire, If you did, what would there be
to look forward to ?
Be thankful when you don’t know something for it gives you the opportunity to learn.
Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow.
Be thankful for your limitations Because they give you the opportunities for improvement.
Be thankful for each new challenge Because it will build your strength and character.
Be thankful for your mistakes they will teach you valuable lessons.
Be Thankful when you are tired and weary Because it means you have made a difference.
It is easy to be thankful for the good things. A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who are
also thankful for the setbacks.
Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive. Find a way to be thankful for your troubles and
they can become your blessings.
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MEN'S FELLOWSHIP
Next gathering:
Tuesday, November 18, 6:30pm at
Gordon Biersch
200 E Middle Lane
Rockville, MD 20850

The Martin Luther Beer & Marching Society (MLB&MS) gathers monthly to enjoy the
beauty of fine beers. Come join us for burgers, beer, and fellowship for excellent craft
beers at such places as Growler's Brew Pub, Gorden Biersch Brewery, Dogfish Head Alehouse
and Rock Bottom Brewery. Bring a friend, and please let Herr Biermeister Doug Hackett
(301-299-5203) know that you are coming so he can set aside enough tables. MLB&MS'
name honors Martin Luther who was known to enjoy beer and had the good sense to marry
Katharina von Bora, a former nun who was an accomplished beer brewer. This fellowship
group is sponsored by Emmanuel Lutheran and welcomes all men of legal drinking age from
CELC to attend their gatherings.

Guiding Star
Child Development Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center provides
exceptional child development services in a safe,
nurturing Christian environment. Our philosophy:
Safety is essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.

The church of the first century was incredibly dynamic
and flexible. Communities of
Jesus followers met together in their homes, learning
and growing together by
meeting one another’s
needs. That early life of the Fellowship of Believers is
described in Acts 2:41-47.
Over the years and through the centuries, Christians
have continued to find that the best way to experience true Christian fellowship is in a small group.

It’s a place where you can come to give and receive
ideas, help, and encouragement. It’s a place where
you're part of a group that's seeking to grow in their
faith just as you are; a group that will be with you
through your struggles and rejoice with you in your
triumphs. It's a place where you usually gain lifelong
friends!

We offer child care in Bethesda:
8011 Old Georgetown Rd
For : 301-656-9003.

Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or
you're a seasoned Christian, you'll be challenged and
moved by participating in a small group.
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Reformation Sunday

FAITH FORMATION
FOR CHILDREN
Age 3 – Elementary School Age
Reformation Sunday is observed in October,
recalling Martin Luther’s posting of 95 theses on the door
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany,
on October 31, 1517. The theses were theological issues
Luther wished to debate with the hope that the church
would reform its practice and preaching to be more
consistent with the Word of God as contained in the Bible.
The act sparked a movement in history known as the
Reformation and laid foundations for the Lutheran
tradition. A hymn penned by Luther, “A Mighty Fortress
is our God,” is often sung at this service. This worship
service commemorating the Reformation is sponsored
annually by the Metropolitan Washington DC Synod of the
ELCA and members of the Lutheran Lay Fellowship serve
as ushers. This year, seven members of CELC attended
this service at the National Cathedral; Florence Heacock
and Dave Lambert served as ushers.

CELC’s Sunday School
takes place
every Sunday
at 10:15 am

THE FALL CHOIR SEASON
THURSDAY REHEARSALS
HAVE RESUMED
If you are interested in singing with our choir,
whether to sing on Sunday for our 11:15 am
Traditional service, or to sing in our upcoming
concerts, please contact Richard Czypinski at
301-652-5160 or richard@heartmindsoul.com.
We are currently in the process of seeking out a
new organist/pianist/choir accompanist.
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Check out CELC’s online giving page!
Go to the church's website to access the page!
Each holiday season, Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church anticipates and relies on a seasonal
increase in contributions. It is through the donations of every individual and family in the
congregation that we are able to carry on our work now and throughout the year.
If you need a convenient way to make recurring contributions or plan to make an additional gift
before the end of the year, we encourage you to check out our electronic giving options through
our Online Giving page. We have a lot of options on our Online Giving page. As the pace of life
speeds up around the holidays, you may find electronic giving a most welcome way to make
contributions.
To set up a recurring giving schedule, Go to the church website, www.heartmindsoul.com,
and look for the Online Giving button below:

Just click on this button on the website home page and follow the instructions:

Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our church year round. Consider
scheduling a recurring electronic contribution today. It’s easy! You will no longer need to write
out checks and prepare envelopes every week. Even when travel, illness or other circumstances
prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to be received on
an uninterrupted basis.
Secure donation services are provided by Vanco Services, LLC. Vanco processes electronic donations for thousands of
churches and nonprofit organizations. The Simply Giving® Program Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union is
operated by Vanco Services. Simply Giving® is a registered trademark of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent
Federal Credit Union assumes no responsibility for the products and services offered by Vanco Services under the
Simply Giving® Program.
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CELC
Community
Breakfasts
Dates:

November 16th

December 21st
January 18th

Time:
Contact person:

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —
November 16th, then December 21st and January 18th, 2014
10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together.
This is also an opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions,
and questions regarding the future of CELC. If you would like to
bring a food item to share,
Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@heartmindsoul.com)
or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.heartmindsoul.com
11

12

THIS MONTH’S CALENDER
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Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles,
and joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships,
and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic
Sunday morning experience for those
wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing,
and supportive fellowship. Sundays,
10:15 am in The Upper Room. Contact Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479; or
goolsbycl@comcast.net)
“THRIVE” for women
seeking in-depth
Bible study, fellowship, fun, outreach
ministries meets
September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each
month. Breakfast included.
Contact Sanna Solem
(sannalsolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship.
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer
Services and prayer study. Contact
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study and
fellowship based on material provided by the Women of the ELCA,
meets at 10:00 am on the third
Tuesday of each month. Contact
Wilma Christ, 301-530-5023, for
details.
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based
on material provided by the Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Contact Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)

“Men’s Master Builders”
A few years ago,
CELC had a growing
and active men’s
small group/bible
study.

Several men
of CELC have lost
their men’s small
group – are there a
few guys out there
who are interested
in facilitating/
participating in a
“men’s small group”? If so, please
talk with Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email
mensministry@heartmindsoul.com,
and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

Reasons to Join a
Small Group:
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You will understand the
Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel
like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more
meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle
times of crisis, change, and
stress better.
You will have a natural way
to share Christ with friends,
relatives, and work
associates.
You will develop leadership
skills you never knew you
had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship,
laughter, and fun.

Join Us Sundays for Challenging Lifestyles
By Larry Goolsby

The Gospel reading for November 2 is Matthew 5:1–12, the famous Beatitudes from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.
While we have all no doubt heard and read them many times, this series of eight very concise statements that show how to
be blessed by God are so full of meaning that they are important to study and reflect on again and again. Here is the text:
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8 Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
“Beatitude” comes from Latin origins and means “happiness.” In each of these, Jesus cites a familiar Old Testament context,
but then teaches a new meaning for that condition. One characteristic of the Beatitudes that immediately jumps out is their
contradictory nature – you will be comforted if you mourn for example, or you will be blessed if you are reviled.
This is entirely typical of Jesus’ teachings throughout the New Testament and further illustrates that God’s way of living is
usually in contrast to the world’s.
As the Bible commentary I use notes, there are three other ways to understand the Beatitudes in addition to these contrasts.
They are a code of ethics for Jesus’ disciples and for all believers; they show how the superficial “faith” of the Pharisees fell
so short of the real faith that Jesus demands; and they show how Old Testament’s expectations will be fulfilled in the new
Kingdom of God.
These reflections reminded me of one of the comments I heard this past week upon the anniversary of Martin Luther’s
nailing of the 95 theses to the Wittenberg church door on October 31, 1517. Luther did not set out to spark the Reformation
and the Protestant denominations that broke away from the Catholic Church; he was instead simply following his conviction
that God was showing him a much different path of faith from that which had become common and accepted. He was persecuted for deviating from the orthodoxy of the time, but his faithful and humble obedience to God’s will had impacts that he
could not have imagined at the time. His life is another reminder that we must obey teachings like the Beatitudes with joy
and confidence, even if the rewards don’t seem immediately apparent.
This example of “challenge” to our “lifestyles” is exactly the kind of rich discussion we have each week in our Challenging
Lifestyles group Sundays between the services. We invite you to join us for conversation, sharing, and prayer as we study
the Bible and its meaning for our daily lives.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me at clgoolsby@verizon.net or call (301) 946-6479.

We welcome your presence any Sunday!
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Prayer Corner

Our prayer list…

Mr. Hogan, Mary Ann Poch, Pastor Jon Hundt, Dr. Henry A.
Myers, Maryanne Foster, Jean Altman; Milton Johnson,
Florence Heacock, Ariane Hafizi, Jonathan Nofziger,
Wallesz; Darlene Grander’s son; Evin Biel; Terry Seaks &
Family of Jane Seaks; The Lemley family; Ethan Dschaak,
nephew of Sanna Solem; Tom Parrott, husband of Suzanne
Parrott; ; Elke Meldau-Womack; Dr. Lindi Wu;
Marie-Laure; Oscar Line; The young men of Nick's Place;
The ministry of the Mi Refugio in Guatemala;
The children at The Children's Inn at NIH and their families
and caregivers.
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O Lord, we thank thee for our daily bread.
May it strengthen and refresh our bodies!
And we pray thee, nourish our souls with
thy heavenly grace through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

Jeremiah 29:12 In those days when you pray, I will listen.

Prayer
Prayer an object of worship, or a spiritual entity through deliberate communication. Prayer can be a form of religious
practice, may be either individual or
communal and take place in public or in
private. It may involve the use of words
or song. When language is used, prayer
may take the form of a hymn, incantation, formal creed, or a spontaneous utterance in the praying person. There are
different forms of prayer such as petitionary prayer, prayers of supplication,
thanksgiving, and worship/praise. requesting guidance, requesting assistance,
confessing sins or to express one's
thoughts and emotions.
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Looking for
Some Packrats
Church History
Thanks to those who have
already shared their archives with us; we now
have Membership
Directories from 1968, 1987, 1995, 1997, 2006
and 2012. If you have copies from other years,
we would love to borrow and copy them. We are
also looking for documents related to significant
events such as a wedding, funeral, 1st
communion and confirmation. Old photographs
are also of interest. Your originals will be
returned. If you have materials to share or have
any questions, see Richard Czypinski or Dave
Lambert.

Rainbow Via de Cristo

Via de Cristo is based on the essentials of Christianity, concentrating on the person and teachings of Jesus Christ. The focus is not on Via de Cristo itself, but on the local church. The objective of the movement is to inspire, challenge and equip local church members for Christian
action in their homes, churches and communities.

The next community gathering, called a Ultreya, will be Saturday, November 8, 2014 5:308:00pm. There will be fellowship, food, singing and a 4th day talk. Please bring a main dish
or dessert to share, and a beverage. Musicians should bring their instruments.
Location:
Trinity Lutheran Church
6600 Laurel Bowie Road
Bowie, MD 20715
Church website: http://www.tlcbowie.org
For more information, see http://www.rainbow-vdc.com or
E-mail Rainbow's Fourth Day Coordinator, KP Reed.

Thinking on these things…
The most destructive habit …………………….Worry
Greatest Joy……………………………………...Giving
Greatest Loss……………………………………..Loss of self-respect
Most Satisfying Work…………………………...Helping others
Ugliest personality trait …………………………Selfishness
Most endangered species ……………………….Dedicated leaders
Greatest natural resource……………………….Our youth
Greatest “shot in the arm”………………………Encouragement
Greatest problem to overcome………………….Fear
Most Effective Sleeping Pill……………………..Peace of mind
Most Powerful force in life ……………………..Love
Most Crippling Failure Disease ………………...Excuses
Worst Thing to be without …………………….. Hope
Most beautiful attire ……………………………..Smile
Most powerful channel of communication …….Prayer
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Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com

Pastor Tony Carpenter
Interim Pastor
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

Regular Schedule

9:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator

10:15 am

W. Karunaratne
Finance Administrator
Church Council
Sanna Solem, President
Eleanor Black, Vice President
Lisa Rickard, Secretary
Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer
Nathan Sprenger
Frank Goodyear
Farshad Bahari
Alice Daniel
Don Cuming
Larry Goolsby
Church Council meets every
3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm
Church members are welcome to attend

11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
Ages 3 thru Elementary School age
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Thursday, November 20th.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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