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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

November
2009

Celebrating 10 Years
at Nick’s Place
Rhea and Barry McVicker are most fully energized when they are engaged
in the work of Nick’s Place. The McVickers invest heart and soul in their
work with young men seeking a safe place to recover from the illnesses of
addiction and alcoholism. Nick’s Place is celebrating 10 years of service this
November. I invite you to offer up prayers of thanksgiving for the McVickers and the alumni and current residents of Nick’s Place.
Nick's Place was founded in 1999 in memory of Rhea’s son, Nicholas Cristarella (1974-1997). Nick was a smart, handsome young man with his
whole life ahead of him. He had a wonderful sense of humor and a strong
love for his family. Nick's life ended as a result of the disease of addiction
and alcoholism. He struggled with his addiction from his early teen years,
until his death at age 22. Nick's Place is in his honor... to help other young
men in their journey through recovery from this disease.
Nick's Place is a one of a kind recovery house for young men 18-25 who
have completed a treatment program for addiction/alcoholism. The mission is to provide a clean, safe, supervised, drug and alcohol free environment to help young men new to recovery transition back to their families
and communities. Young men who participate in Nick's Place stay for a period of 3-12 months.
(continued on page 9)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means for
small farmers to make enough money to support
themselves while using the premiums to improve their
standard of living.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered at both worship services, every Sunday morning. We
offer traditional wine and grape
juice. Two crystal chalices are
used; the grape juice will appear white and the communion wine will appear dark red. If you would like more
information about communion, contact Pastor Marv.

Here’s what’s available:
• pillow packets (pre-ground) of
Regular (Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each pillow
packet makes one pot (about 64
oz) of coffee ($2)
• a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf coffees ($7 for 12-oz pkg; $8 for 16oz pkg
To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@juno.com).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, speak to
George Wenchel or email him at
george.wenchel@verizon.net.

THE TABLE MINISTRY

FACEBOOK

Neighborhood Life is the optimal place for life change
similar to the experiences of the early church where
spiritual development and outreach happened right
where you live… by building genuine friendships with
both CELC and non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a natural part of your everyday life; by responding to the needs of others in your neighborhood and
beyond.

CELC is on Facebook! We have an official Facebook page
to help spread the word about our church and get out
the news about all the great things happening here. Anyone can view the page– just copy this link
<http://www.facebook. com/pages/BethesdaMD/Christ-Lutheran-Church/20291809087> or go to our
website, heartmindsoul.com and follow the link on the
homepage. If you have a Facebook account, become a
fan of the church’s page! That
way you can easily access the
page from your own account
and stay connected.
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Why The Table and Neighborhood Life? Neighborhood
Life responds to a fragmented world—one with declining social ties and lives stretched thin by… demanding
work hours, long commutes, jam-packed schedules…

Contact Sanna Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com; 301571-0050); Florence Heacock (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com); Larry Goolsby (301-9466479; goolsbyl@comcast.net).

CELC Celebrates
We need you to participate!
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church is celebrating its
75th Anniversary this year. We have several ways you
can help honor our rich heritage.
•

Help plan our celebration events. Contact any of
the planning team if interested.

•

Share “What CELC Means to Me.” Forms are available in the narthex under the bulletin board and
will be mailed to you.

•

Submit names of people you would like to get an
invitation to our 75th celebration.

•

•

•

•

Come to a special worship service on Sunday, December 6, at 10:30 am and stay for a reception.
Please RSVP to Laura North (301-652-5160) by November 20.
Bring tea sandwiches, cookies/bars, cheeses &
crackers, veggies, and fruit to the reception
(contact Sanna Solem, sannasolem@gmail.com or
301-571-005 or Suzanne Parrott, 703-759-9034 or
sgparrott8@cox.net)
Help set up and decorate on Saturday, December 5
at 9:00 am (contact Ray Albright, 301-656-5695 or
rj.albright2@verizon.net or Vicki Lemley, 301-6526749 or v.lemley@yahoo.com)
Help clean up on Sunday, December 6, after 1:00
pm (contact Daniel Suhr, daniel.suhr@fed-soc.org
or 414-588-1658)

75th Special Offering: A special offering of any amount
is welcome to cover expenses and for future programs.
Check out the table in the colonnade. On display are
many photo albums showing the history of our congregation, as well as bulletins, worship books, and picture
directories.
We have created many memories since 1934 and are
creating many more to celebrate in the future. Join us!
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Backpacks for the Homeless
Thanksgiving is nearly here! We support the homeless in Bethesda by providing backpacks for those who are part of
the lunch program sponsored by Bethesda Cares and hosted by CELC. We will stuff the backpacks after the meal on
Thanksgiving Eve, November 25, 7:00 pm. and will distribute them on Thanksgiving. Below find articles we will be collecting for the homeless. Contact Sanna Solem (301-571-0050 or sannasolem@gmail.com) or Florence Heacock (301452-2491 or flohea@heartmindsoul.com) for more information.
Men—white socks, gloves, hats, t shirts, sweatshirts, toothbrushes/paste; Women—white socks, hats, gloves, scarves,
toothbrushes/paste, feminine products; Children—10 backpacks—socks, hats, gloves, scarves, crayons, paper,
color/writing books; For all—towels and washcloths
Goal—a Bible in each pack!
The general age for items for the boys and girls is from about 3 to 10. If you stuff a backpack for a boy or girl, please tag
the backpack to the appropriate age grouping. And if you stuff a backpack for a woman or man, please tag it also.
Of course you can just purchase items in bulk. I will keep a record of the items donated and will keep you informed.
Remember the goal is to have the same items “stuffed” into each backpack.
Sanna Solem

Martha’s Table
We have the wonderful opportunity to
serve dinner to the homeless through
Martha’s Table in Washington, DC. On the
third Saturday of every month, a group of
volunteers serves soup, sandwiches, dessert, and drinks to dozens of men,
women, and children out of a mobile soup
kitchen van provided by Martha’s Table.
Please prayerfully consider committing three hours in
the upcoming months. If you are already participating
in this ministry, spread the word to your friends and co
-workers about your experience. We carpool from
Christ Lutheran, leaving the church no later than 4:00
pm and returning sometime around 7:00 pm. We meet
in the small parking lot off of Glenbrook Road, on the
side of the church building.
Steve North is a trained driver; please consider becoming a back-up driver for us. We also need you to ride
along and help serve the food. Please sign up on the
Service Opportunities bulletin board in the narthex or
contact Steve North (stevelauranorth@gmail.com).
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Interfaith
Clothing Center
Join us at the Interfaith Clothing Center, 751 Twinbrook Parkway, Rockville, MD 20851, 11:00 am-1:00
pm, followed by lunch, on Saturdays: November 21
and December 12. The Interfaith Clothing Center
serves about 14,000 individuals every year. Clients
come from all corners of the County and are young
and old, male and female, single and married, and
span all races and religions. They are working poor,
homeless, disabled, immigrants, parolees, and seniors.
To volunteer, contact Deborah Lambert (301-9835034) or Florence (flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
Dates in 2010 will generally be the first Saturday of the
month except when in conflict with a holiday weekend: January 9, February 6, March 6, April 3, May 1,
June 5, and July 10.

Join us on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 25, at 7:00 pm. We will gather for
dinner, worship, and a time of serving others.
We will be stuffing the backpacks that will be
distributed on Thanksgiving morning to our
brothers and sisters who come to CELC as
part of the Bethesda Cares lunch program.
(See page 10 for more information on the
backpack ministry.)

Thankoffering Sunday
On Sunday, November 22nd, at the 11:15 service, we will have our annual Thankoffering Service. For generations, women of the Lutheran
church have gathered to give thanks to God for all the blessings of our
lives, and particularly the blessings that come to us through this community of women. Thankofferings show gratitude for God’s blessings. In
both significant and ordinary moments, we can say “thank you” to God!
Thankofferings help Women of the ELCA provide new resources, events
and programs. These offerings help the grants program which supports
annual domestic and international grants that support women and children in crisis, health projects and community-building programs.
In 2009, $75,000 went to 39 projects, 31 domestic and 8 international,
ranging from domestic violence to cancer awareness to life skills and
health education. They also include the work of our Women of the ELCA
in providing scholarships that help women all over the country complete
their higher education, change careers, or grow in leadership. Thankofferings also support the organization’s crucial annual gift to the ELCA,
which supports global mission, the ELCA’s world hunger program and
much more.
Our women’s circles have participated in a tradition through the years of
collecting monies during the year in a Thankoffering box which is placed
in a special location in the house, a visible reminder of blessings received. Small contributions are often added to these boxes daily as a particular blessing is noted. At both the 9:15 and 11:15 services, we will
have a gathering of these contributions which are given directly to the
churchwide organization to support its ministry.

blessings they have received throughout the year. Envelopes marked
"Women of the ELCA" will be provided in the pews on November 8, 15
and 22. Checks can be made payable
to CLCW with the notation “Thankoffering” in the lower left corner. The
envelopes can be placed in the offering plate or mailed to Mary Merrick,
9707 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814.
Thank you and have a Happy Thanksgiving!
Christ Lutheran Church Women

We encourage all members and friends of CELC to participate in these
thankofferings as a way of showing their thankfulness for the many
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
BUZZ

Godly Play

FINK

Please join us for BUZZ, our new
Sunday morning adventure for kids
ages 3-7. Buzz teaches children the
timeless truths of the Bible in a way
that engages and excites kids!

Godly Play teaches elementary
aged children (grades 2-5) the art
of using religious language—
parable, sacred story, silence and
liturgical action—helping them
become more fully aware of the
mystery of God’s presence in their
lives.

You are invited to participate in
the fun-filled (and frequently educational) Fink sessions every Sunday morning from 10:20 to 11:00
in the sanctuary.

Buzz helps children know, love, and
follow Jesus in a fun way:
Buzz Bond connects children with
each other; God’s Sightings teach
children that God is at work in their
lives; Bible Buzz engages the kids
with God’s Word; Buzz in Action
helps children see how to live out
what they learn; Let’s Pray gets
children praying in creative, heartshaping ways; and Faith Buzz at
Home carries the lesson home to
share with parents.
We gather at 10:20 upstairs for a
time of singing, sharing, and learning all about Jesus’ love for us!
Laura North, minister of children
and families (301-652-5160 or
laura@heartmindsoul.com) will be
“buzzing” with the children.

Godly Play is an approach of faith
formation and spiritual direction
for children that is rooted in the
liturgical practice of the Christian
faith. It encourages the child’s
journey of becoming aware of
God’s presence and the acquisition of religious language. Godly
Play is inspired by Biblical storytelling and the Montessori method of
education, as interpreted by author, teacher and Episcopal priest,
Jerome W. Berryman.

We have fun using music, game
shows, skits, PowerPoint presentations, and more to open dialogues
about faith in a dynamic way.
If your age is between 11 and 111
and you desire to grow, you meet
the qualifications to join us on
Sundays and become a Fink. If you
have any questions, contact Steve
North (stevelauranorth@
gmail.com).

Deborah and Dave Lambert are
sharing Godly Play with our older
elementary school aged children.

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Christ Jesus…)
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)
Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (service)
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (worship)

… Developing families of faith
6
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
Dates to
Remember

Moms With Young Children—
Children—
Join Us!

Please mark your calendars: Buzz,
Godly Play, and FINK will not meet
on Sunday, November 29
(Thanksgiving weekend).
Party Time! On Sunday, December
20, we will celebrate Jesus’ birthday! Plan to join us at 10:20 in the
upstairs classroom for a time of
singing, storytelling, crafts, and
snacks!

Proverbs 22:6
Direct your children onto
the right path, and when
they are older,
they will not leave it.

This is an invitation for Moms with children newborn to first
grade:
It’s time for fun and fellowship! Please join us on Saturday,
November 14, 3:00-5:00 pm in the Hospitality Room at
CELC. Let’s get together in a relaxed environment and
have some fun and build relationships with other
moms!
Loving child care will be provided, so bring the children along!
Please contact Laura North (laura@heartmindsoul.com or 301-652-5160) for
more information or if you have any questions. I look forward to seeing you
on November 14!
Blessings,
Laura North, Minister of Children and Families

Guiding Star
Child Development Center
We continue to enroll new children every month at both of our centers: Guiding Star 1 at 7009 Wilson Lane, Bethesda,
and Guiding Star 2 at 8011 Old Georgetown Road. Thanks to our recent growth, we are in need of qualified teachers. So
if you know any qualified early childhood educators, please tell them to contact Sylvia Moreno, our senior director and
director of Guiding Star 1, at 301-229-3004, or Yokechia Holmes, director of Guiding Star 2, at 301-656-9003. We are
looking for great teachers who love working with young children.

The Connection
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Give the Gift of Life
FAQ:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood
More than 38,000 blood donations are needed everyday
A single car accident can require up to 100 pints of blood
Shortages of all blood types occur during winter and holiday seasons
One donation can save up to three lives
The average donation takes 10-12 minutes

Eligibility:
•
•
•

A healthy donor can give every 56 days
A donor must weigh 110 pounds and 17 years of age
In good general health

We will be hosting a blood drive at CELC in December.
Date to be announced soon.

Volunteer Work Efforts
As previously reported, we had a volunteer work day
at CELC on 9/11 for a National Day of Service. On that
rainy day over 40 volunteers came from Fannie May,
Greater DC Cares, AmeriCorps, CELC congregation and
neighbors to pitch in.
As tasks at the facility are never quite finished, thanks
to Edens&Avant, a national shopping center development and management company with offices in Bethesda, we held an October 12th volunteer event with
over 15 helping hands providing landscaping, painting,
carpentry and general maintenance of the church
property. Edens&Avant staffers were also assisted
that day by CELC congregation members Ray Albright,
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Jerry Black and Brian Lemley. Both Greater DC Cares
and Edens&Avant also provided the majority of the
supplies used.
To date in 2009 our growing volunteer pool has completed over 100 separate tasks on the CELC property.
This work is much appreciated and all helps to reduce
expenses, beautify grounds and increase awareness of
the many CELC community missions that we actively
support at our facilities.
Many thanks to all involved.
Barry Lemley

plug into a strong young person's
recovery network.

(continued from page 1)

The goals of the recovery house
create a positive and supportive
environment. These are the goals:

•
•

•

•
•

Residents remain drug and
alcohol free.
Prepare residents through life
management discussion and
counseling to make good,
sound decisions regarding saving money, budget and credit.
Prepare residents to deal with
issues surrounding the workplace.
Assist residents in strengthening family relationships.
Residents form new healthy
friendships to help them sustain their recovery and lead
healthier, happier lives.

Nick’s Place functions as a spiritual
development community based on
the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous.
• Residents are required to attend daily Alcoholics or Narcotics Anonymous (AA/NA)
meetings and work with a
sponsor in the program.
• Counseling: residents are provided relapse prevention
counseling that includes identifying triggers; understanding
the relapse process and related programs such as relationship management, angerimpulse control and money
management.

The testimony of alumni is that
their residency at Nick's Place provided the structure they needed to
begin the journey of recovery. The
alumni are active at Nick's Place
and assist in helping new residents

•

•

•

•

Interview and Job Placement
Assistance: to provide a better
understanding of the mechanics of applying for an interviewing for various employment opportunities.
Moral Development: to
strengthen commitment to
self and community - to help
them understand their place
in society.
Assistance in Strengthening
Healthy Family Relationships:
to provide a structure that a
recovering person can return
to if appropriate.
Practical Life Skills: cooking,
cleaning, banking, laundry - to
build confidence.

Nick's Place is a private 501(c)3
non-profit organization. They are
eligible to receive tax-deductible
gifts. If you are looking for a place
to invest in the lives of young men
I would encourage you to consider
Nick’s Place. Thank you Rhea and
Barry!
In Christ,
Pastor Marv

Saturday, January 9, 2010
“Break Down the Barriers”
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Carol Howard Merritt
Author of Tribal Church: Ministering to the Mission Generation (www. Tribalchurch.org)
Workshop hosted by the Metro DC Synod Division for Congregational Life

The Connection

9

Faith in Action
Thanks to everyone who contributed to our first Faith in Action
Sunday!
We canceled our regular Sunday
morning worship services and participated in servant events in the
community.
A group went down to Rock Creek
Park and cleaned up after Ellen’s
Run. This was a nice tie-in with an
event held in honor of Ellen
Schneider, who was a long-time
member of CELC.

Another group helped
paint the outside of
the community based
shelter managed by
Interfaith Works. This
was a great chance to
make a difference in
the way women are
welcomed to this
place of refuge for
them.
A third group made
403 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for Martha’s Table. CELC
has supported and participated in
serving food to the homeless in
Washington, DC through Martha’s

Table for many years. This was a
chance to help out even more.
A fourth group worked at church
and made cards and other treasures for the children who are receiving medical care at NIH and
living at The Children’s Inn. Many
smiles will be evident as the children check their mailboxes. We
adopt The Children’s Inn every
May and intentionally pray for the
children, their families, and caregivers and also provide a meal.
We shared lunch together and
closed with a celebration worship
service, giving thanks to God for
being able to make a difference in
people’s lives by putting
our Faith in Action.
Your Faith in Action
Planning Team:
Daniel Suhr, Jill North, Lisa
Stechschulte, Steve North,
and Laura North
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Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact
Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net;
301-946-6479)
“Head-to-Heart (FINK)” —Anyone
from 11 to 111. Biblical/interactive
teaching with brain-based teaching and changes to the heart. Sundays, 10:15 am in the Sanctuary.
Contact Steve North (301-8718161; steve@sycamore.us)
“Questions of Life” —A course on
Christianity for new, returning,
and mature believers, with prayer,
a DVD/workbook, discussion, fellowship and a meal. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
“Women’s Healing Ministry” —A
12-step, Christian recovery ministry based on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as well as fellowship and God’s healing
power to help heal hurts
and overcome personal
defects and replace them
with life’s abundance. First and
third Sundays, 3:30-5:30 pm, The
Upper Room. Contact: Florence
Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul;
301-452-2491)

“The Table Ministry”—1st Century
table experience, around the Table
of Christ. Build genuine friendships
in and out of CELC, grow spiritually
on every day basis, and respond to
the needs of others. Three-session
series, with meal, in Host Homes.
Contact: Florence Heacock (301452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com)
“Men’s Master Builders” meets
for breakfast and in-depth Bible
study with a focus on men’s issues
at 9:00 am on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the month in the
Hospitality Room. Contact Steve
Peth (sptopeka@earthlink.net;
301-564-1232) or Tim Bradley (301
-977-0906; tbradley4001@yahoo.com)
“Young Adults”
meet for Bible
study, dinners,
service projects,
and other activities. Contact Lisa (lisasteck@
gmail.com) or Rebecca
(rsg1107@aol.com).

“THRIVE” for women seeking indepth Bible study, meets September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of each month.
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna
Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:00 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary
Merrick (301-571-7212)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact: Alice Daniel (301949-4688)
Prayer Room I is open for prayer
from 8:15 am to noon on Sundays.
Prayer Room II is open for prayer
throughout the week. Contact
Paula Mathis (mathispaula@
cs.com) or Laura North
(laura@heartmindsoul.com)

Reasons to Join a Small Group:
• You will understand the Bible better in a small group.
• You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family.
• Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
• You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better.
• You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and
work associates.
• You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had!
• You will deepen your understanding of worship.
• You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun

Thanksgiving Prayers
A Thanksgiving prayer brings to mind a festive table
filled with turkey, cranberries, and other traditional
dishes. Families surround the table with mouths watering as young cousins eyeball pumpkin pies with
whipped cream. Before the turkey is carved, the family
joins hands with heads bowed and offers words of
thanks for the meal spread before them.
For a way to express their thankfulness for survival and
the first harvest, the deeply religious Pilgrims looked
to the Bible. They found the celebrated Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot), or Feast of Ingathering. The ingathering of Israelites
(delivered from the desert of Sinai) and their harvest were celebrated in this feast and is the most
joyous of all feasts still today
(Leviticus 23).
Another reference to giving thanks
is found in the account of ‘setting’ what Samuel called
the Ebenezer Stone. This was a memorial to remind
them to be grateful for God’s help during an attack
from the Philistines (1 Samuel 7:10-12). Actually, the
Bible speaks of giving thanks nearly from cover to
cover. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says “No matter what happens, always be thankful, for this is God's will for you
who belong to Christ Jesus.”
All early celebrations had one common theme—God.
Thanksgiving was directed toward God, their Creator,
Protector, and Provider. They believed that all good
things ultimately came from Him as they do today.
Other verses that include thanks can be read in Psalm
100:4, Psalm 105:1, and 1 Corinthians 15:57. For more
information go to www.allaboutprayer.org.
In giving thanks to God for your “Thanksgiving,” following is a simple children’s prayer:
Thank you God for all that grows,
Thank you for the sky's rainbows,
Thank you for the stars that shine,
Thank you for my family and friends,
Thank you for the moon and sun,
Thank you God for all you've done!
Florence D. Heacock, Minister of Small Groups
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Prayer of St. Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow
love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may not
so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that
we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to
eternal life.
St. Francis was born at Assisi in 1182. After a carefree
youth, he turned his back on inherited wealth and committed himself to God. Like many early saints, he lived a
very simple life of poverty, and in so doing, gained a
reputation of being the friend of animals. He established the rule of St Francis, which exists today as the
Order of St. Francis, or the Franciscans. He died in 1226,
aged 44.
The prayer has many of the biblical truths of what it
means to be a Christian—to seek to give, and in so doing, receive blessings; that the Lord's Prayer asks God to
forgive us as we forgive, and that the goal of eternal life
can only result from us putting to death our old sinful
lives.
Pointers for Prayer: Sometimes Christians are called to
turn the world upside down. To bring the exact opposite of what we find in our world. St. Francis’ prayer is a
bold one, asking for strength to give of ourselves to
meet the needs of others. He recognizes that it “is in
giving that we receive,” that as we give of ourselves, we
receive the peace and blessing of our risen Lord Jesus.
We cannot earn eternal life, but that we are pardoned
from the sins that block our claim on it. Think about the
situations that you are involved in that require peace,
consolation, hope, light and joy. Then, if you're bold
enough, pray the prayer!

Master Builders Men’s Ministry
We meet first and third Saturday
morning each month. Come join
us at 9:00 am at Church for better
understanding of the Bible
through discussion and fellowship
with friends.
We have continued our discussion
of reconciliation after experiencing wrongs, confrontations, arguments or misunderstandings. Recently we read Genesis 32:1-21
when Jacob was preparing to meet
his brother Esau twenty years after Jacob schemed to gain the first
son’s birthright from Esau and
Esau had threatened to kill him.
Now Jacob was coming home with
his extended families and was
wondering how to prepare and
what he could expect from the
meeting—including the possibility
that Esau would kill him.
Jacob sent gifts in advance, prepared for the contingency that he
would be attacked and prayed to
God for support. In effect he was
praying for the best but preparing
for the worst. Is that good guidance for us today? He did place his

trust in God who had told him to
return home, but could he trust in
God alone to prevent harm from
Esau? What did he have to do himself?
When we face confrontations after prior misunderstandings,
should we say leave it to the Lord
to resolve? Or do we undertake
responsibilities ourselves to correct the situation? Are we accountable for trying to make reconciliation work, or do we say, “It
is the other party’s fault and responsibility for reconciliation?”
Perhaps the specific action responsibility is ours, but prayer to
God can help us find the strength
and understanding to select the
best action.
Other readings pending
will guide us
how to complete a reconciliation
through the
lesson in
Genesis about

when Jacob and Esau are reunited.
In 1 John we will discuss the famous text about love—God’s love
and our human love. In Colossians
we will examine how to practice
love in our lives and with our
neighbors, friends and our community. And as we always do in
our sessions, we will relate from
personal experiences how these
messages fit our daily, specific circumstances. It is always fascinating to see how each Saturday the
message rings so true to events
and circumstances we are actually
experiencing day to day.
We welcome all men to our
“friends in fellowship.” Remember
the time: first and third Saturday
of the month (November 7 and 21)
at 9:00 am at church. For more
information please contact Ray
Albright (301-656-5695 or
rj.albright2@verizon.net) or Richard Czypinski (240-505-9505 or
richard@heartmindsoul.com).
Ray Albright

Women… Plan to attend a

Taizé Prayer Services
Women's Retreat, November 14-15
November 16
December 14
January 18
Mondays, 7:15-8:00 pm
Hospitality Room at CELC

The Shepherd's House, Ezekiel's Place Retreat Center
www.ezekielsplace.com
(The Center is located on 105 acres of land, 15 miles west of
Martinsburg, WV, within 2 hours of Washington, DC and Baltimore, MD)
Contact: Florence at flohea@heartmindsoul.com or 301-452-2491
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Rock Creek
Chamber
Players
The Rock Creek Chamber Players will
give a free public concert in the
sanctuary of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church on Sunday, November
15, at 3:00 pm.
The program will include Crusell's
quartet, op. 7, for clarinet and
strings; Turina's quartet for piano
and strings; and the Idylle and Valse
from Godard's Suite, performed by
the gifted nine-year-old flutist Emma
Resmini with piano accompaniment.
All are welcome!

Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
Chris Almont; Carla Meldau; John Cole; Laura &
Brandon Burns; Cindy Hines; Jo Schaeffer; Irma
Ristau; Darlene Erickson; Cheryl Davis; Anne
Goeltz; Ching Yee; Helen Schuetze; Oscar Line;
Nate Kenney; David Kappes; Dennis Kerksick;
Jonathan England; Lilly and Paul Dymond; Daniel
Smith; Joe Naughton; Danny Strunk; Megan Condon; Christine Weeks; Dr. Matthew and Nancy
Sleeth; the young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and
Jane Seaks; the ministry of the Mi Refugio school
in Guatemala; the children undergoing treatment
at The Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of
Health and their families and caregivers; the Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project in Zambia.

NLH Auxiliary
Fall Festival
The annual Fall Festival sponsored by the National Lutheran Home Auxiliary is Saturday, November 14, 8:30 am-2:00 pm.

Rockville Men’s
Chorus
The Rockville Men’s Chorus
will be performing on Saturday, November 21, at 3:00
pm at the National Lutheran
Home, 9701 Veirs Drive,
Rockville.
Contact Rae or Stacy at 301598-1399, x 20906.
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This is the biggest bazaar with the best buys! Don’t miss the silent auction
and Grandma’s Attic for one-of-a-kind items. Jewelry, stamps, books,
crafts, handwork, homemade baked good and candy, plants and flowers,
fantastic lunch, and the Home Chorus concert!
All proceeds are used to enhance the quality of life for the residents of the
National Lutheran Home—birthday and Christmas parties and presents,
trips for sightseeing and lunch, special entertainment, and more!
The National Lutheran Home (www.nlha.com) is located at 9701 Veirs
Drive, Rockville. Please call the auxiliary office for more information at 301424-9560, ext. 250.

Sunday

1

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

2

3

4

5

9:15
Contemporary

Friday

6

Saturday

7
Womens’s and
Men’s Groups
9:00-10:30 am

Choir 8:00 pm

11:15
Traditional
10:15
Christian Ed

8

9

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

10

11

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

12

13

Choir 8:00 pm

14
Moms with
Young Children
3:00-5:00 pm

10:15
Christian Ed

Moms with

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

Taize Prayer
Service
7:15-8:00 pm

Martha Circle
10:00 am

Council
7:00 pm

Choir 8:00 pm

Connection
Deadline 5 pm

Womens’s and
Men’s Groups
9:00-10:30 am

10:15
Christian Ed

Interfaith
Clothing Center
11:00-1:00
Martha’s Table
4:00-7:30 pm

22

23

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

24

25

26

Thanksgiving
Eve Worship
7:00 pm

Thanksgiving

27

10:15
Christian Ed
Thankoffering
Sunday

29
9:15 & 11:15
Worship
10:15
Christian Ed

30

November 2009
Please see page 10 of this newsletter or
the Sunday morning bulletin for small
group ministry opportunities
available throughout the week!
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Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
The Rev. Marvin Tollefson
Pastor

9:15 am
Laura North
Minister of Children & Families
Office Administrator

10:15 am

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music

11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education/Faith Formation
for children and adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Ji-Na Kim
Organist

Mission of The Connection
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Administrator of Finance

Church Council
June Bradley, president
Larry Goolsby, secretary
Marielle Arsac, Ingrid Dallaire,
Rebecca Gambler, Paula Mathis,
Barry McVicker, Suzanne Parrott,
Thomas Schulze, Tim Smith,
and Lisa Stechschulte

To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!
Questions? Please call Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

December Connection Deadline
Submissions for the December issue of The Connection are
due by 5:00 pm on Friday, November 20. Please email them
to laura@heartmindsoul.com or drop them off in Laura’s
office.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

