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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

November
2008

Giving Thanks
at Just the Right Time
Thanksgiving 2008
1 Thessalonians 5

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

16

Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit.
20
Do not despise the words of prophets,* 21but test everything; hold fast to
what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 23May the God of peace
himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept
sound* and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who
calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
These are trying times! The stock market goes up and down without warning and many have lost retirement funds and investments. The credit markets are frozen and the availability of loans uncertain. Housing prices are
falling and home foreclosures ongoing. These are stressful days.
What is the path to follow? I would like to share the outline for our faith
journey as found in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-25. It is just the right time for giving thanks.
• “Rejoice always” (v. 16) — We remain healthy when living in a positive
state of mind internally, it’s a lot harder to be negative toward others.
(continued on page 6)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee
provides the means for small
farmers to make enough
money to support themselves
while using the premiums to
improve their standard of living.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered at both worship services, every Sunday morning. We
offer traditional wine and grape
juice. This is to honor our children
and those adults who would like a grape juice alternative. Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice will
appear white and the communion wine will appear dark
red. If you would like more information about communion, please contact Pastor Marv.

Here’s what’s available:
• pillow packets (preground) of Regular (Mind
Body Soul) and Decaf
(Columbian). Each pillow
packet makes one pot
(about 64 oz) of coffee ($2)
•

a variety of whole bean and ground regular and decaf
coffees ($7 for 12-oz pkg; $8 for 16-oz pkg

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@juno.com).

THE TABLE MINISTRY
GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Why The Table and Neighborhood Life? Neighborhood
Life responds to a fragmented world—one with declining
social ties and lives stretched thin by… demanding work
hours, long commutes, jam-packed schedules…
Neighborhood Life is the optimal place for life change
similar to the experiences of the early church where
spiritual development and outreach happened right
where you live… by building genuine friendships with
both CELC and non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a natural part of your everyday life; by responding
to the needs of others… in your neighborhood and beyond.
Contact Sanna Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com; 301571-0050); Florence Heacock (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com); Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479;
goolsbyl@comcast.net).
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Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to
greet worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up,
speak to George Wenchel or email him at
george.wenchel@verizon.net.

November

Young Adult
Ministry
Join us for our monthly potluck on November 7 at 8:00
pm. This month we'll be at Lisa's and enjoying a "PreThanksgiving
Thanksgiving Dinner." Bring your
favorite Thanksgiving dish. Directions
will be sent in the
Evite. Feel free to bring friends! Want to make sure
you're included? Send Lisa (lisasteck@gmail.com) or
Rebecca (rsg1107@aol.com) an email.
Meet us for Bible Study on the first and third Sundays
of the month (November 2 and 16 this month) from
10:30 to 11:10 am in the Family Ministry room. We're
studying James. No advanced reading is required.
Help us reach out to those less fortunate this month.
We will be making sandwiches for the homeless and
serving them at Martha's Table on November 15. Join
us at the church in the family ministry room at 2:00
pm to make sandwiches; we'll leave at 4:00 pm to
drive to Martha's Table and usually return to the
church around 7:30 pm. We're also going to need
sandwich ingredients; see the list in the next article.

Hungry?
Hey, CELC!
We invite you to feed the hungry with us this Thanksgiving season! Please join us in providing ingredients
and making sandwiches for Martha's Table. We'll be
sandwich making on November 15 from 2:00 pm to
4:00 pm in the family ministry room.
To contribute to the sandwich ingredients, please
bring any of the following ingredients or a monetary
donation to worship with you on November 9:
Wheat and white bread, ham, bologna,
turkey, and American cheese.
We look forward to serving with you!
The Young Adults of CELC
P.S. On December 3, we'd love to have you join us in
hosting a Parents' Night Out for the community.
Come play, sing, dance, create, and have a blast with
kids! We need lots of volunteers, so we hope you'll
join us! All volunteers will need to have completed
the Kid Safe program; please contact Laura
(laura@heartmindsoul.com) if you have not yet completed this.

Looking ahead to December:
We are sponsoring a Parents' Night Out for the community on Wednesday, December 3. If you want to
join in working with kids, please contact Laura
(laura@heartmindsoul.com) about doing the Kid Safe
program--the church's program for keeping children
and teens safe.
December's potluck will be on December 5. Want to
host? Contact Lisa (lisasteck@gmail.com) or Rebecca
(rsg1107@aol.com).

Reminder:
Turn your clocks back one hour
2:00 am on Sunday, November 2.
The end of Daylight Saving Time

Questions? Want to join the email list? Have an event
suggestion? Contact Lisa at lisasteck@gmail.com or
Rebecca at rsg1107@aol.com.
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Children and Family Ministry
Pathfinders
News!
Pathfinders is our Sunday morning
adventure for kids ages 3-11. We
gather at 10:15 upstairs for a time
of singing, sharing, and learning all
about Jesus’ love for us!
Please mark your calendars: we
will not meet on Sunday, November 30 (Thanksgiving weekend).
It’s Party Time! On Sunday, December 21, we will celebrate Jesus’ birthday! Plan to join us at
10:15 in the upstairs classroom for
a time of singing, storytelling,
crafts, and snacks!

Moms With Young Children—
Children—
Join Us!
This is an invitation for Moms with children newborn to kindergarten:
It’s time for fun and fellowship! Please join us on Saturday,
November 15, 3:00-5:00 pm in the Hospitality Room at
CELC. Let’s get together in a relaxed environment and have
some fun and build relationships with other moms!
Loving child care will be provided, so bring the children
along!
Please contact Laura North (laura@heartmindsoul.com or 301-652-5160) for
more information or if you have any questions. I look forward to seeing you
on November 15!
Blessings,
Laura North, Minister of Children and Families

Wows and Pows
Start a family mealtime tradition with this conversation starter. At the dinner
table, have family members each share something about their day that made
you say, “Wow! That was great!” and “Pow. That hurt.” (This is also known
as sharing highs and lows.)
This prompt will help everyone reflect on their day and identify feelings with
experiences. Before clearing the table, pray together about your experiences.

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Christ Jesus…)
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)
Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (service)
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (worship)

… Developing families of faith
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Thankoffering Sunday
On Sunday, November 23, at the 11:15 service, we will have our annual
Thankoffering Service. The women's circles have participated in a tradition
through the years of collecting monies during the year in a Thankoffering
box which is placed in a special location in the house, a visible reminder of
blessings received. Coins are often added to these boxes daily as a particular blessing is noted.
At both the 9:15 and 11:15 services, we will have a gathering of these coins
which are given directly to the churchwide organization to support its ministry. Thankofferings help Women of the ELCA provide resources, events,
programs and much more. Thankofferings also support the organization’s
crucial annual gift to the ELCA, which supports global mission, the ELCA’s
world hunger program and much more.
We encourage all members and friends of CELC to participate in these
thankofferings as a way of showing their thankfulness for the many blessings they have received throughout the year. Envelopes marked "Act
Boldly" will be provided in the pews on November 9, 16, and 23. "Act
Boldly—To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ" is
the triennium theme for the Women of the ELCA for 2005-2008. Checks

can be made payable to CLCW with
the notation "Thankoffering" in the
lower left corner. The envelopes
can be placed in the offering plate
or mailed to: Mary Merrick, 9707
Old Georgetown Road., Bethesda,
MD 20814.
Thank you and have a Happy
Thanksgiving!
Christ Lutheran Church Women

Cell Phone Recycling
The Good Deed Foundation, of which the Women of the ELCA is now a member, has a goal to
recycle one million cell phones. These recycled cell phones can generate much needed income
to lift women and families out of poverty and provde 911 emergency phones for senior citizens
and people at risk.
Please bring your unused cell phones to CELC and deposit in the marked container in the narthex.
Thanks for participating!

Join us on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, November 21, at 7:00 pm. We will gather for dinner, worship, and a time of serving others. We
will be stuffing the backpacks that will be distributed on Thanksgiving morning to our
brothers and sisters who come to CELC as part
of the Bethesda Cares lunch program. (See
page 10 for more information on the backpack
ministry.)
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Giving Thanks at Just the Right Time
(continued from page 1)

• “Pray without ceasing” (v. 17) — Prayer draws us into
a God mind-set. When we experience our lives fully belonging to God, we begin to discover that others are
children of God, too. Our relationship with God keeps
our focus on others so that we deepen our relationship
with others, and engage all, with the kind of grace and
love that Jesus lived and taught.
• “Give thanks in all circumstances” (v. 18) — An
“attitude of gratitude” is contagious. Thankful, positive
people see opportunities where others see problems.

When dealing with difficult people, think of the opportunity you’ve been given to speak a word of grace in their
lives. Give thanks for the challenge because every time
we deal with someone in love we move ourselves more
in the direction of Christ’s example.
• “Do not quench the Spirit” (v. 19) — The Spirit “moves
in mysterious ways,” revealing how God is moving in a
given situation. The Spirit disciplines us in our reaction to
others, moving us away from our own set of rules and
self-righteousness actions. We can close off opportunities for spiritual growth. When faced with a difficult person or circumstance, one of the best ways to react is by
first saying to ourselves, “What is God going to teach me
through this?”
• “Do not despise the words of prophets” (v. 20) —
Scripture is our textbook for building relationships with
all the other human beings in the world. God’s Word is
spoken through prophets and other writers, and is the
ultimate training manual for both our human and divine
relationships. Scripture is, teaching us to “hold fast to
what is good” (v. 21) and “abstain from every form of
evil” (v. 22).
It is the right time for giving thanks!
Pastor Marv

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
FRAGRANCE-FREE FAITH COMMUNITY
It has been well documented that exposure to scented products can heighten symptoms
in patients with asthma and allergies, as well as other systemic problems.
In caring for all God’s people and in consideration of these issues, CELC respectfully requests
that you refrain from wearing scented products while worshiping, praying, studying,
and/or visiting our faith community.
Examples of these products include (but are not limited to)
colognes, perfumes, deodorants, hand lotions, hair products, body washes, soft soap,
alcohol-based hand cleaners, air fresheners, and fabric softeners.
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Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact
Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net;
301-946-6479)
“Head-to-Heart (FINK)” —Anyone
from 11 to 111. Biblical/interactive
teaching with brain-based teaching and changes to the heart. Sundays, 10:15 am in the Sanctuary.
Contact Steve North (301-8718161; steve@sycamore.us)
“Questions of Life” —A course on
Christianity for new, returning,
and mature believers, with prayer,
a DVD/workbook, discussion, fellowship and a meal. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
“Women’s Recovery Group” —A
12-step, Christian recovery ministry based on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as well as fellowship and God’s healing
power to help heal hurts
and overcome personal
defects and replace them
with life’s abundance. Sunday
nights, 6:00-8:00 pm, The Upper
Room. Contact: Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul; 301-4522491)

“The Table Ministry”—1st Century
table experience, around the Table
of Christ. Build genuine friendships
in and out of CELC, grow spiritually
on every day basis, and respond to
the needs of others. Three-session
series, with meal, in Host Homes.
Contact: Florence Heacock (301452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com)
“Men’s Master Builders” meets
for breakfast and in-depth Bible
study with a focus on men’s issues
at 9:00 am on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the month in the
Hospitality Room. Contact Steve
Peth (sptopeka@earthlink.net;
301-564-1232) or Tim Bradley (301
-977-0906; tbradley4001@yahoo.com)
“Young Adults”
meet for Bible
study, dinners,
service projects,
and other activities. Contact Lisa (lisasteck@
gmail.com) or Rebecca
(rsg1107@aol.com).

“THRIVE” for women seeking indepth Bible study, meets September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of each month.
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna
Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:00 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary
Merrick (301-571-7212)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact: Alice Daniel (301949-4688)
Prayer Room I is open for prayer
from 8:15 am to noon on Sundays.
Prayer Room II is open for prayer
throughout the week. Contact
Paula Mathis (mathispaula@
cs.com) or Laura North
(laura@heartmindsoul.com)

Reasons to Join a Small Group:
• You will understand the Bible better in a small group.
• You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family.
• Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
• You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better.
• You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and
work associates.
• You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had!
• You will deepen your understanding of worship.
• You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun
The Connection 7

Guiding Star
Child Development Center
7009 Wilson Lane, Bethesda
Hello CELC family,
Well Fall is here and Guiding Star
has had some exciting events happening at the center! We had the
great privilege to have the Cabin
John Volunteer Fire Station to visit
our center on October 17th. Since
this month is Fire Safety Month
and we were learning about community helpers, this was a great
opportunity to learn about both!
There were several firemen present and they brought 3 engines
with them! The children were able
to see one of them dress-up in
their fire gear, and they learned
what to do in a fire. They also
were able to get inside one of the
trucks. They had a wonderful
time! Here are some pictures of
this fun event!
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Some other fun activities that we
did this month included a fieldtrip
to Butler’s Orchard for our Seedlings Class (3’s &4’s)! They visited
the orchard on October 22nd and
they had a great time picking
pumpkins, doing the corn maize
and going on a hay ride!

On another note, we will be joining a preschool fair taking place in
Potomac. While our center has
grown to its capacity in our 2’s and
under classrooms, we are on the
hunt for the elusive preschooler.
I’m sure we will have a good report very soon in this area!

Our center will also be having a
Fall Festival on October 31st at
3:30 pm. Each class will have its
own party, with fun crafts, food,
and face painting. We will also
have a Bounce House for the children to enjoy. All the parents have
been invited to come and join the
fun!

Well that’s all the news for now,
but believe me, next month will be
just as exciting!
Sincerely,
Yokechia

Guiding Star
Child Development Center
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda
Plans are well underway to open Guiding Star Child Development Center at our second location here at CELC, 8011 Old
Georgetown Road.
Thanks to Barry Lemley and his crew and to the Greater Bethesda—Chevy Chase Chamber of Commerce for their help in
refurbishing the infant house (now called the Joyous Little Ones
Home!) and the undercroft to get the space ready for Guiding
Star.
Inspections of all three spaces (including Luther Hall) by the Office for Child Care will be completed by the end of October.
Stay tuned for details on Opening Day!
Guiding Star is seeking an awesome management candidate to
join our growing center. Candidates should have a bachelor’s
degree, 90 hour course (if degree not in ECE or Elem. Ed), classroom experience, excellent written/oral communications skills,
strong computer skills, some marketing experience, time management skills and multi-tasking abilities.
Our awesome candidate should also be Christian and absolutely
love young children and working with their families. Other valued qualities are capable team building and problem solving,
flexibility as each day is not the same, reliability, and finally a
positive attitude.
We offer excellent pay, competitive benefits, and a great work
environment.
Guiding Star is also seeking qualified, creative, loving, experienced senior staff and awesome assistant teachers.
Email our Senior Director, Sylvia Moreno, at sylvia@starcdc.com.
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Martha’s Table
We have the wonderful opportunity to serve dinner to the homeless through
Martha’s Table in Washington, DC.
We began this ministry after the youth participated in World Vision’s 30
Hour Famine in November 2005. As part of the weekend, the youth made
sandwiches and took them down to Martha’s Table. They were touched by
the story of the organization and how it serves the homeless and decided
they wanted to participate. So they signed up!
Now, on the third Saturday of every month, a group of volunteers serves
soup, sandwiches, dessert, and drinks to dozens of men, women, and children out of a mobile soup kitchen van provided by Martha’s Table.
Please prayerfully consider committing three hours of your time in the upcoming months. If you are already participating in this ministry, spread the
word to your friends, neighbors, and co-workers about your experience. In
addition to members of our CELC community, we’ve also had co-workers and
friends of our youth join us.
We carpool from Christ Lutheran, leaving the church no later than 4:00 pm
and returning sometime around 7:00 pm. We meet in the small parking lot
off of Glenbrook Road, on the side of the church building.
Steve North is a trained driver; please consider becoming a back-up driver
for us. We also need you to ride along and help serve the food.
Please sign up on the Service Opportunities bulletin board in the narthex or
contact Steve North (stevelauranorth@gmail.com).

Backpacks
for the
Homeless
At Pastor Marv’s 25th Anniversary
Celebration, Sue Kirk, from Bethesda Cares, commented on how
the backpacks for the homeless
gave s sense of dignity to the individuals who left CELC on past
Thanksgiving Days with brand new
backpacks on their backs.
So now it is time to start gearing
up for this Ministry once again.
Thanksgiving 2008 will be here
before we know it. Below find articles we will be collecting for the
homeless. You may contact Sanna
Solem (301-571-0050) or Florence
Heacock (301-452-2491) for more
information.
Men—50 backpacks—white socks,
gloves, hats, t shirts, sweatshirts,
toothbrushes/paste
Women—15 backpacks—white
socks, hats, gloves, scarves,
toothbrushes/paste, feminine
products

Living Love
By
Serving Others

Children—10 backpacks—socks,
hats, gloves, scarves, crayons, paper, color/writing books
For all—towels and washcloths
Please contribute only these items
listed above.
Goal—a Bible in each pack!
If you find good buys, let me know
so that I can tell others.
(sannasolem@gmail.com)
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Fall Festival
The annual Fall Festival sponsored
by the National Lutheran Home
Auxiliary is Saturday, November 8,
9:30 am-2:00 pm.
Items include a Silent Auction,
Christmas Room, Grandma’s Attic,
Bakedn Goods, Candy, Jewelry,
Plants, Resident Crafts, Handwork,
Books, Postcards, Stamps and
more… Gift Shop 50% off sale.
Lunch is served from 11:00 am to
1:00 pm for $8 or lighter fare for
$4.

of the National Lutheran Home—
birthday and Christmas parties
and presents, trips for sightseeing
and lunch, special entertainment,
hair care equipment, audio books
on CD, and purchasing a bus.
The Auxiliary is also looking for
donations of items to be sold
(used household goods that are
clean and in good condition, jewelry, books) to be brought to the
Home by November 1. They are
need people to make candy and
baked goods to be delivered November 8.

Items for the silent auction are
also needed: handmade crafts,
concert or sporting event tickets,
collectibles, or a donation of services or special skills, for example,
lawn care, photography, cooking,
painting, music lessons, catering,
and home repair.
The National Lutheran Home
(www.nlha.com) is located at 9701
Veirs Drive, Rockville. Please call
the auxiliary office for more information at 301-424-9560, ext. 250.

All proceeds are used to enhance
the quality of life for the residents

Saturday, December 6th, 2008 – Special Christmas Program
5:00 pm Christmas

Music Concert

featuring Traditional & Contemporary Works
performed by choir and other musicians

Worship this Christmas with us:
Wednesday, December 24, 2008 –
Christmas Eve
7:00 pm
11:00 pm

Family Candlelight Service
Traditional Candlelight Service
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Men’s Master Builders
We recently read an account
about how fear and rage are rising
around us in these times of financial and economic crisis. Unfortunately that fear and rage spill over
into the heat of the election and
all of it together is described as
the “perfect storm” of distress,
anger, tension and uncertainty.

Our recent lessons were based on
readings from Luke, Numbers and
Joshua. We found new understandings about the power of
blessings, how the naming of
Joshua by Moses illustrates the
principles and elements of good
leadership, and how to leave your
legacy of living as a Christian.
Joshua’s instructions to his people
as he neared his own death gives
insights today about how to study
your history and choose your priorities in order to bring order to
your present life and the lives of
others. Our discussions can be
“elevated” but also very practical.
Come find out for yourself!

No one of us has the answer, but
each one of us can contribute to
the solution—prayer for trust in
our faith that peace can be found
and prevail through Christian behavior toward each other. And
how can we translate that behavior into our daily lives? Come
share your ideas with us at the
Men’s Group on Saturday mornings at 9:00 AM at church—every
first and third Saturday of the
month. We take turns leading the
message of the day and we bring
surprise treats to share.

We welcome all men to our
“friends in fellowship.” Remember
the times: next sessions November
1 and 15, and regularly first and
third Saturday of the month at
9:00 am at church. For more information please contact Ray Albright
at rj.albright2@verizon.net or 301656-5695 or Richard Czypinski at
Richard at richard@heartmindsoul.com or 240-505-9505.

Kirk in Concert!
Kirk Georgia, the drummer in our praise band that leads our 9:15 am contemporary worship service, will be playing Mozart’s Requiem on Monday, November 3 at
7:00 pm at the Church of the Ascension and Saint Agnes. The address of the church
is 1217 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington DC (at the corner of 12th Street
and Mass Ave).

12 The Connection

Look Behind
the Walls
Good News Jail & Prison Ministry of
Montgomery County is now conducting an exciting new program
called Look Behind the Walls (LBW).
LBW is an opportunity for folks in
the community and local churches
to have a tour of the Montgomery
County Correctional Facility in
Boyds. During this 60 minute
guided tour, attendees can see
what it is like inside the Jail, and
more importantly, see first hand
the exciting life-changing ministry
that is going on there.
Dates for the tour are Saturday,
November 8 and Saturday, December 13; both tours start at 9:00 am.
All attendees are required to arrive
15 minutes early for check-in and
should be at least 21 years of age.
If you, or someone that you know is
interested in attending, they can
simply contact Chaplain Russ Isler
at 240-773-9902 or
russ.isler@goodnewsjail.org to reserve a spot. The Correctional Facility is located at 22880 Whelan
Lane, Boyds, MD 20841.

Patience—
Patience—Fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 6:-22-23…”But when
the Holy Spirit controls our
lives [is your life-guide], he will
produce this kind of fruit in us:
love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol.” I see and hear
Thanksgiving and Christmas in
the “fruits of the Spirit.”
Thanksgiving is here [perhaps every day of the year],
and the celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, will arrive in about 45 days. In your preparations for the Holidays, and especially for the birth of
Jesus Christ, how do you exhibit, or live, the “fruit of
the Spirit”—patience? How does one walk, live, talk,
see the fruits before, during, and after Christmas
2008?
The “fruit of the Spirit” focus for November is
“patience.” In you and your family’s preparation for
your Holidays, Thanksgiving and Christmas 2008, what
is your “patience” level on a scale of 1-10, one (1) being the least patient?
Are you “patiently” waiting and working to spend time
with God and be filled with the Holy Spirit, so you will
have “Holy Spirit-filled patience” when out shopping,
driving on the roadways, and at family and social activities, etc.? Any one of the fruits of the Spirit is the
spontaneous work of the Holy Spirit in you. The Holy
Spirit guides you to produce the fruit of the Spirit character traits that are found in the nature of Christ.
When you have an intimate relationship with and
knowledge of Christ, you obtain the fruits.

John 15:4-5 teaches that if you want the fruit of the
Spirit to grow in you, you must join your life to His:
“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch
cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and
you cannot be fruitful apart from me. Yes, I am the
vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me,
and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from
me you can do nothing.”
You must know Him, love Him, remember Him, and
imitate Him. If you do this, you will
fulfill the intended purpose of the
law—the First and Second Commandments—to love God with all your
heart, mind, and soul, and love your
neighbors as yourself.
The Thesaurus states that the word
“patience” is endurance, staying power, tolerance, lack
of complaint, persistence, fortitude, and serenity. As
you wait and prepare for your family’s and friends’
Thanksgiving and Christmas 2008, take time to grow
close to and know our Savior, Jesus Christ. I ask that
you spend some time in the Bible to learn, see, and
hear the teachings of God in the fruits of the Spirit:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control—especially patience.
May the love of God surround you and your loved
ones throughout your 2008 Holiday Season. May you
grow closer to our Savior, Jesus Christ, and for the
Holy Spirit to live in you and give you all the fruits of
the Spirit. During your 2008 Holiday Season, I pray for
all to have “patience” and to wait upon our Lord.
In Christ,
Florence Heacock, Minister of Small Groups

Prayer …”Lord, I am asking You to bestow patience in myself, my family, children, grandchildren, friends, the world,
today. Only You can teach and give patience of mind, soul, and spirit. Only You can steady us and bring calm, serenity, quiet, and rest to them. When our hearts are troubled, when plans go haywire, when others let others
down, help us know and rely on Your Word—teach me patience and peace.”
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CELC on
Facebook
CELC is now on Facebook! We have
an official Facebook page to help
spread the word about our church
and get out the news about all the
great things happening here. Anyone can view the page– just copy
this link <http://www.facebook.
com/pages/Bethesda-MD/ChristLutheran-Church/20291809087>
or go to our website, heartmindsoul.com and follow the link on the
homepage. If you have a Facebook
account, become a fan of the
church’s page! That way you can
easily access the page from your
own account and stay connected.
Facebook has
quickly grown
in popularity
over the last
few years, starting as a site for college students and expanding into a
networking site accessible to anyone. People from all over the world
and of all different ages now use
Facebook to stay in touch with
friends, plan events, share pictures,
and explore whatever interests
them. CELC has joined with the
hopes of using the page as another
way to stay connected with the congregation and community by sharing
information about our mission and
vision, upcoming events, and to help
people connect to others also attending CELC. The Page will also help
spread the news to people from outside our immediate community
about the church and ways for them
to become involved.
Check out the Page and help us
spread the good news about Jesus
using a great new tool! Thanks to
Sarah North for setting this up.
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Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
Kechia and Jarrel Holmes and family; Oscar Line;
Marc Kraus; Nate Kenney; Lyla Tollefson; Lou
Schlicher; Robert Harris; Phil Wilson; David Kappes; John Dalton; Dennis Kerksick; John Sackett;
Manglika Pereira; Jonathan England; Angelica &
Luis Rodgriguez; Lilly and Paul Dymond; Daniel
Smith; Melissa Day; Joe Naughton; Frederick
Washington; Cynthia Hawkins; Henry Davis; Danny
Strunk; Megan Condon; Niina Tang; Christine
Weeks; Gail Gerhart; Grace Bowden; Ann Richardson; Diana; Dr. Matthew and Nancy Sleeth; Ruby
Yoshioka; the young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and
Jane Seaks; Noah Harris; Nancy Harris; the ministry of the Mi Refugio
school in Guatemala; the children undergoing treatment at The Children’s
Inn at the National Institutes of Health and their families and caregivers;
the Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project in Lusaka, Zambia.

Hospice Caring
Training
Have you ever thought of volunteering? Since 1989 Hospice Caring, Inc.
has been providing practical and emotional support to adults and children
facing life-limiting illness and grief at no charge.
Hospice Caring, Inc. has opportunities for those who would like to facilitate
adult or children’s grief groups, or become a caregiver and share in someone’s end-of-life journey.
Our next training classes will be held November 11-13, 2008 from 8:30am
to 4:30 pm. For more information or to register please call Karen or Penny
at 301-869-HOPE (4673).
Make a difference in the lives of others, and become a part of the Hospice
Caring family!
518 South Frederick Avenue
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
301-869-HOPE (4673)
www.hospicecaring.org

Sunday

2

Monday

Tuesday

3

4

9:15
Contemporary

Wednesday Thursday

5

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Election Day
(CELC is a polling
place)

10:15
Christian Ed

6

Friday

Saturday

7

1

Young Adults
Potluck

Women’s Thrive
9:00-10:30
Men’s Master
Builders
9:00-10:30

Choir
7:30 pm

11:15
Traditional

9

8
10

9:15& 11:15
Worship

11

12

13

14

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

10:15
Christian Ed

15
Women & Men
9:00-10:30
Make sandwich
2:00 pm

Choir
7:30 pm

Moms with
Young children
3:00-5:00 pm
Martha’s Table

16

17

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

18

19

21

22

28

29

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Martha Circle
10:00 am

10:15
Christian Ed

20
Choir
7:30 pm

Council
7:00 pm

Connection
Deadline 5 pm

23
9:15 & 11:15
Worship
10:15
Christian Ed

24

25

26

27

Thanksgiving
Eve Worship
7:00 pm

Thanksgiving

Thankoffering
Sunday

30
9:15 & 11:15
Worship
10:15
Christian Ed

November 2008
Please see page 7 of this newsletter
or the Sunday morning bulletin for small group ministry opportunities available throughout the week!

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
The Rev. Marvin Tollefson
Pastor

9:15 am
Laura North
Minister of Children & Families
Office Administrator

10:15 am

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music

11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education/Faith Formation
for children and adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

vacant
Organist & Pianist

Mission of The Connection
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Administrator of Finance

Church Council
June Bradley, president
Larry Goolsby, secretary
Ingrid Dallaire, Rebecca Gambler,
Paula Mathis, Barry McVicker,
Maura Miller, Suzanne Parrott,
Tim Smith, and Joan Williams

To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!
Questions? Please call Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

December Connection Deadline
Submissions for the December issue of The Connection are
due by 5:00 pm on Thursday, November 20. Please email
them to laura@heartmindsoul.com or drop them off in
Laura’s office.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

