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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

JUNE, JULY
& AUG 2012

Mark 10:35-45
An article From Pastor Jon
Betty Crocker Festivities
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they
said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”
36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in
your glory.”
38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup
I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”
39 “We can,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the
baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to
grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”
41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and
John. 42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are
regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials
exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to
become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be
first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
The ability of a story to transport us to another time or place; our
ability to relate to the characters; the opportunity
35 Then
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A Tale of Two Cities
to believe for a moment that we could be in this story
emotionally; all are characteristics of a good story. If
the story can do those things, it doesn’t matter if the
story has been written for children, teens, young
adults, men or women; People will be able to relate.
The story below was written originally for children,
and at the same time, I think it has implications for our
life together. I hope you enjoy.
Once upon a time, in a land, far, far away, there lived a
Muffin Man. This Muffin Man was a proud muffin. He
didn’t live on Drury Lane, rather, he lived in the town
of Duncan Hines. This was a good little town, as Dunkin Hines goes, and the muffins of Dunkin Hines, although they weren’t the softest, they were certainly
light and fluffy and full of life. The Muffin Man, who
lived in Dunkin Hines, and who was very proud, loved
to participate in the Betty Crocker Bowl festivities.
These festivities, the Betty Crocker festivities, these
were the games the town of Dunkin Hines would compete in every year against the people of Pillsbury! The
winner of these games would get bragging writes for
the next year, the best seats at all the sporting events,
valet parking at the restaurants and first choice of tables, the list goes on and on. So you can see how important it would be for the Muffin Man of Dunkin
Hines to win, to beat the people from Pillsbury, to run
them back to their side of town in shame so that he
could enjoy all of the things that came with winning
the Betty Crocker Bowl festivities. The only thing was,
the Muffin Man didn’t want all of the bragging rights,
or seats at the movies, or parking—the Muffin Man
wanted to be friends with the people from Pillsbury.
All of this competition was tearing their towns apart, it
was building walls between them, and that was eating
the Muffin Man up inside.
The Muffin Man had to do something about
this, otherwise he was just going to fall to pieces.
Every year, the night before the Betty Crocker Bowl
festivities began, there was a town mixer. It wasn’t
much of a mixer though because the people from Dunkin Hines and the people of Pillsbury were so caught
up in the winning and losing, they forgot to get to
know one another. The Muffin Man had a plan. It was
customary, during these festivities, for the winner of
an event to be awarded a prize. The Muffin Man, during the mixer, however, had a different plan…he went
around swapping out the awards for little pieces of
paper. On each peace of paper…do you know what it
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said…the little slips of paper said, “You are the winner—good job☺Bake your favorite dessert, and bring it
to the family of the person(s) you competed against
and share it together.”
The next day when the Betty Crocker Bowl festivities began, and the time was approaching to hand
out the first award, no one but the Muffin Man had any
idea about what was going to happen! They were all
clueless that the awards had been changed for the tiny
pieces of paper. You can imagine the commotion after
the first competition ended. Mr. Blueberry couldn’t
believe what he was reading! It was shocking! It was
unheard of! Who muffin in Pillsbury would be caught
dead sharing desert with someone from Dunkin Hines…
and yet…this idea was appealing. Mr. Blueberry couldn’t explain it, he just knew deep down that spending
time with Mr. and Mrs. BananaNutBran would be good
for all of them. Event after event passed, and so did the
shock about the awards. The games went from cut
throat, muffin eat muffin attacks, to jubilant, happy,
and fun. One by one, the people from Pillsbury and the
people of Dunkin Hines learned the joy of fellowship
with one another—a joy born of the spirit of service.
As years past, the Betty Crocker Bowl festivities
would come, and they would go, but the opportunities
the Pillsbury’s and the Dunkin Hines’ had to gather together in service of one another and in fellowship,
well…there were a multitude…there never seemed to
be enough opportunities to gather. All of them speak
of those games, the way they used to be, and the way
they changed for the better on that mysterious day of
the nineteenth year after the twenty-second beater, of
the third shelf-life of the Safeway store.
Jesus says, “whoever wishes to become great
among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes
to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give
his life a ransom for many.”

IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!
New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the
grape juice is white and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like more information about communion, contact Pastor Jon.
(pastrojon@heartmindsoul.com

FAIR TRADE COFFEE
Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means for
small farmers to make enough money to support
themselves while using the premiums to improve their
standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:
 pillow packets (pre-ground) of
Regular (Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each pillow
packet makes one pot (about 64
oz) of coffee ($2)
 a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf coffees ($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16oz pkg and decaf)
To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com).

Find us on facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

THE TABLE MINISTRY
Why The Table and Neighborhood Life? Neighborhood
Life is the optimal place for life change similar to the
experiences of the early church where spiritual development and outreach happened right where you live…
by building genuine friendships with both CELC and
non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a natural
part of your everyday life; by responding to the needs
of others in your neighborhood and beyond.
If you would like to participate in a Table group, please
contact Sanna Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com), Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com), or Larry
Goolsby (goolsbyl@comcast.net).

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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JESUS COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS
By Bobby Larsen

Today I’d like to give a sermon on God’s love. I walk into the church and look up above the altar and see our Lord Jesus
hanging there for all of his people, but at that moment I feel as if he is only speaking to me-telling me that I must open
up and share the stories that I have heard. So, I catch my breath and walk straight to the podium to share with the
congregation the words of our Lord
What a beautiful cross we have here at Christ Lutheran Church so, strong, shining and hanging high above the congregation. Jesus looking down on us, Jesus surrounding all of us in his love, with his hands engulfing the congregation showing
his love, giving his never ending Holy love for each of us right now. Some say Jesus never comes down from the cross.
This is my story
There is a young man, Bill, in his late twenty’s. He has a degree from college and is a good guy, fun loving, and caring
but not a Christian; he just can’t see what all the hype about church, religion, and Jesus is all about. Bill has a
wonderful fiancée named Jane, who is a Christian. She is outgoing, always helping the needy, and feeding the hungry.
Bill has no real love or care in the world, except his fiancée, Jane, whom he loves and cares for more than anyone.
Jane is his true love. Bill cannot image being without his Jane.
Bill and Jane are on their way to Jane’s parent’s house. They were running a bit late because of the heavy rains that
had just stopped, and the roads were wet and slick as they drove around the bend. A truck had slid across the road.
With the roads being wet, Bill could not stop and their car went into a skid, and Jane’s side of the car smashed into the
side of the truck, sending her body out of the car onto the pavement. When Bill awoke, he found Jane’s body mangled
in a bloody mess with her chest slit open. As Bill kneeled down and held her body with his arms and hands, pulling her
body to his chest, not thinking or minding the pool of blood soaking onto his shirt and seeping into his body as Bill
kneeled down saying, “Please no do not take my love, my only true love. Please, Lord Jesus, not my Jane. I’ll gladly
trade places with my loving Jane. Just take me Lord. I’m not the one who gives unto your people. She is the one who
understands Your love, not me. Take me, Lord. Please, let it be me, my Lord, I’ll trade places. Anything, but not her.
What do I have to do, Lord, to be with my Jane?” As Bill, in that faithful moment, wanted to show his love for her on
earth, to show Jane that she is loved, he said to our Lord. “I will Jesus. I will give to the needy, feeding the poor, so
that I can share Jane’s love on earth, and I can share in heaven.” Jesus came down from the cross to Bill and showed
him the way through the death of his fiancé, Jane, so that he, too, could share the glory of God in heaven with Jane.
If I’m allowed to go on, I will tell of Jesus love coming down from the cross:
Little boy named Roy was an only child living with his parents. His parents were not Christian. They did not go to church.
The family was always working to care for others in the community, always helping out by making baked goods or
mending a fence for their neighbors. One day, when the family was getting ready for bed, two people broke into the
house. Roy’s father rushed to the front of the house when he heard the noise. Roy and his mother were in the other
room, when his mother immediately pushed him under the sofa and told him to be silent. Roy saw his father shot in the
head, and his mother beaten to death. He stayed under the sofa, and when the police arrived, they found the boy not
making a noise, being silent under the sofa. Roy was later put into an orphanage, where he was soon adopted into a
Christian family that went to church. Roy went to Sunday school. He was getting along just fine, but one day, while in the
sanctuary helping his Sunday school teacher prepare for a program, Roy was found staring up at the cross of Jesus.
Roy asked, “When does Jesus come down from the cross?“ The Sunday school teacher said, ”Jesus never comes down
from the Cross.” Roy thought for a moment and said, “That’s not true. When my parents were killed that day, I was
hiding behind the sofa. Jesus was with me telling me to be silent, and that I will be safe, and God will look after me.”

(continued on page 9)
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History of Small Groups
SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

Churches grow warmer through fellowship
Churches grow deeper through discipleship
Churches grow stronger through worship
Churches grow broader through ministry
Churches grow larger through evangelism.
All five dimensions were present in the church of Acts
and are still present in today’s small groups.

People Connect

Later, small group movements sometimes accompanied periods of reform in the church. For example, in
1670 Philip Spener, who was a Lutheran pastor in
Frankfurt, Germany, organized what he called
“cottage prayer meetings.” These meetings were
similar to today’s small groups and were largely responsible for a major revival. Many forms of ministry
can have a valuable impact on the church—from
preaching to Pathfinders to social programs—and
each has its place in the church. Small groups are
more personal and facilitate stronger relationships,
but larger groups are more open to outsiders and
have more resources available to help those in need.
The church must have both.

If you would like to participate in a small group, facilitate or start a small group or prayer group, contact
In the History of Small Group Ministry, Scott Severance
writes…..small group ministry is a major ministry model of the Larry Goolsby (lgoolsby@aphsa.org) or Florence HeaNew Testament. Jesus chose twelve disciples and spent one-on- cock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com)
one, interactive time with them. After He returned to heaven,
the disciples established small groups of believers. The author
of Luke describes the early church this way:
[The believers] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. . .
All the believers were together and had everything in common.
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he
had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.
This is a wonderful example of the small group ideal. Because
Luke tells us that the believers ate together in homes, we know
that the size of the groups was not great. Each group enjoyed
community, prayer, and study. (At that time, the New Testament had not been written, so the groups studied the apostles’
teachings, many of which have since become part of the New
Testament. Today small groups should study the Bible.) Warren
asserts that there are “five dimensions of church growth”:

GROUPS THRIVE
Use groups for assimilation,
community, and discipleship,
and ministry.

The Connection
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Town Hall Meeting
Saturday, June 23 10 am – 3 pm,
Please bring snack and drink.

Call Committee Update
Call Committee members were able to participate in practice interviews and learned lessons about good candidate
question content and technique. The Council President
and the Call Committee Chair contacted the Bishop to follow up on the letter that was sent to him last month.
When a slate of names of candidates is collected, the
bishop’s office will send it to us.
Steve North,
Call Committee Chair

The purpose of Celebrate Recovery ministry
is to fellowship and celebrate God´s healing
power in our lives through the "8 Recovery
Principles." This experience allows us to "be
changed." We open the door by sharing our
experiences, strengths and hopes with one
another. In addition, we become willing to accept God´s grace in solving our lives´ problems. By working and applying these Biblical
principles, we begin to grow spiritually. We
become free from our addictive, compulsive
and dysfunctional behaviors. This freedom
creates peace, serenity, joy and most importantly, a stronger personal relationship with
God and others. As we progress through the
program we discover our personal, loving and
forgiving Higher Power - Jesus Christ, the one
and only true Higher Power.
For more information about the Celebrate Recovery training coming to Washington, DC.
June 2, 2012 – Washington DC – One Day
Seminar, talk with or contact Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
6
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Guiding Star Child
Development Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center provides
exceptional child development services in a safe,
nurturing Christian environment. Our philosophy:
Safety is essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.
We offer child care at two locations in Bethesda:
7009 Wilson Lane and 8011 Old Georgetown Rd
for information: 301-229-3004.

Faith Formation
Opportunities
Join us for our Sunday morning Faith Formation Opportunities for children and youth this Sunday, June
3rd, at 10:20 am! This is our final class before summer break.
Our Sunday morning adventure for kids ages 3elementary school teaches children the timeless
truths of the Bible in a way that engages and excites
kids! We help children know, love, and follow Jesus
in a fun way. We gather at 10:20
upstairs for a time of singing, sharing, and learning all about Jesus’
love for us! Laura North shares with
the children. Contact Laura at
301-871-8161
or laura128.personal@gmail.com)
If your age is between 11 and 111
and you desire to grow, you are invited to participate in the fun-filled (and frequently educational)
Head-to-Heart sessions every Sunday morning from
10:20 to 11:00 in the sanctuary.
We have fun using music, game shows, skits, PowerPoint presentations, and more to open dialogues
about faith in a dynamic way. Currently we are experiencing the New Testament. If you have any
questions, contact Steve North
(steve.celc@gmail.com).

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

"The Jesus Lifestyle"...DVD series
that is based on Jesus' teaching in the
Sermon on the Mount, and teaches us
ways we can apply this teaching to our
own lives and lifestyles. Friday, June
8th and 22, 7-9 p.m. Contact: Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century
“challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical,
prayerful, spiritual, nurturing,
and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact Larry
Goolsby (301-946-6479;
lgoolsby@aphsa.org)
“THRIVE” for
women seeking indepth Bible study,
fellowship, fun, outreach ministries meets September
-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of each month.
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna
Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)
“Men’s Master Builders” We will
not be meeting this summer, but
stay tuned for further information
about at a different activity or
service project we can do soon.
Contact Bobby Larsen
(301-652-5160, Ext. 4)
bobby@heartmindsoul.com) or
Pastor Jon Hundt
(pastorjon@ heartmindsoul.com)

“Monday Night Group” meets
weekly, 7:30-9:00 pm for study,
prayer, fellowship in the Hospitality Room. Contact Steve North
(steve.celc@gmail.com; 301-8718161)

“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:30 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Wilma Christ
(301-530-5023)

“The Table Ministry”—21st Century table experience, around the
Table of Christ. Build genuine
friendships in and out of CELC,
grow spiritually on every day basis,
and respond to the needs of others. Three-session series, with
meal, in Host Homes. Contact:
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact Alice Daniel (301949-4688)

“PrayerLife Ministry”—meets for
prayer, study, discussion, fellowship. PrayerLife outreach includes
Taizé Prayer Services and prayer
study. Contact Florence Heacock
(301-452-2491), Larry Goolsby
(301-946-6479), or Dave Lambert
(301-983-5034)

“Women’s Healing Ministry” —A
12-step, Christian recovery ministry based on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as
well as fellowship and
God’s healing power to
help heal hurts and
overcome personal defects and replace them with life’s
abundance. Contact Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com;
301-452-2491)

Reasons to Join a Small Group:









You will understand the Bible better in a small
group.
You will begin to really feel like part of God’s
family.
Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle times of crisis, change,
and stress better.
You will have a natural way to share Christ with
friends, relatives, and work associates.
You will develop leadership skills you never knew
you had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun.

Small Group
Ministers Forum
Saturday, June 9
9-10:30 a.m.,
Hospitality Room
Saturday, July 28
9-10:30 a.m.,
Hospitality Room
Saturday, September 8
9-10:30 a.m.
Hospitality Room

The Connection
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It’s All About Prayer!
swer so you can thank Him
promptly. Another method is to
write the entire prayer in your
journal. Make it a personal letter
to the Lord on a daily basis.

have to concentrate more on what
we're praying about.

Praying or talking with God can be as
easy as breathing; it may happen almost effortlessly. In the front of your
prayer diary list three or four promises
from the Scripture on prayer. Read
them as an encouragement before you
start. Start your prayer time with a
hymn, focusing your heart and mind on
the Lord. When you pray through your
prayer list for the day, include the
items on your daily schedule. Pray also
about the things not on your schedule
but still on your heart. Below are some
practical prayer guidelines. Not all of
the suggestions will apply to your particular situation, but perhaps some will
be helpful for you to grow in your
PrayerLife.
1. Choose a specific place to
pray away from distractions so you
can concentrate.

4. Keep a note pad handy so you
can jot down different things that
come to mind while you're before
the Lord.
5. Make a list to keep track of your
prayer needs. This can be done
several ways. Each day you pray
for a different set of needs
6. Redeem time for praying out of
unused corners of your schedule.
Those who have to drive to work
can use the time talking with the
Lord instead of screaming at traffic
(just don't close your eyes!). Busy
homemakers can combine prayer
with housework, especially if the
task doesn't require a lot of concentration. Joggers, swimmers and cyclists can use their workout time for
prayer. Sometimes my best times
with the Lord have been chats during long, early morning walks or
jogs along the beach.

2. Pray at the same time every
day, if at all possible. Make it part
of your regular routine and it will
become habit. Schedule it in your
Blackberry.

7. Change the pace during your
prayer time. Include praise,
thanksgiving and singing as well as
petition. Spend some of your time
reflecting on the Scripture, meditating on it and digesting its meaning.

3. Pray out loud. Many people can
pray under their breath or in their
minds for long periods and still
maintain intensity, but for most of
us it's a quick ticket to dreamland.
When we pray out loud we have to
form intelligent sentences. We

8. Keep a prayer journal. One
method is to keep track of what you
prayed for and when you prayed for
it. Leave a space to jot down the
answer when it comes. This will
help you to keep alert to God's an-

8
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9. Pray with someone else.
Though some prayers can only
be said in solitude, there will be
times when you'll want to join
hearts with another person in
prayer. If you commit to meet on
a regular basis, the accountability
can really help build consistency.
Such prayer trysts can become
powerful, life-changing events.
10. Pray one-sentence prayers.
If the thought of laboring over a
topic wears you out, pray short,
sincere prayers instead.

PRAYERS
OF THE PEOPLE FOR
WORSHIP SERVICES

CELC PrayerLife Ministry has
small groups of prayer ministers. During the past couple of
years, several prayer ministers
compose and deliver our worship service prayers of the
people. If you are interested in
either composing and delivering
and/or only delivering the worship Prayers of the People,
please contact Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net)
or Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

(continued from page 4)

Jesus come down from the cross

Now take a look around. Is YOUR Jesus just up on the cross? Or is your Jesus here, right now? I felt Jesus looking
down upon us when I walked into the sanctuary and up to the podium. But, I felt Him loving each and every one of us.
Do not keep Jesus’ love to yourself. The love of Jesus must be shared for the entire world to see, to show His people
the way to the Holy land of God’s love. God will bless all those who enlarge His family and all the Angels will rejoice
with Great Joy and sing in the name of the LORD. Jesus is not on the cross, but walking with each and every one of us,
to help us find and stay on the path to God’s Holy land.
Come one, come all to Jesus.
Amen

Psalm 54
Come with great power, O God, and rescue me!
Defend me with your might.
O God, Listen to my prayer.
Pay attention to my plea.
For Strangers are attacking me;
Violent men are trying to kill me.
They care nothing for God.
But God is my helper.
The Lord is the one who keeps me alive!
May my enemies’ plans for evil be turned against them.
Do as you promised and put an end to them.
I will sacrifice a voluntary offering to you;
I will praise your name, O Lord,
For it is good.
For you will rescue me from my troubles
And help me to triumph over my enemies.

Taizé Prayer Services
Join us on the third Monday of each month, 7:15-8:00 pm, in the Sanctuary
June 18, July 16, August – no service, September 17, October 15, November 12, December 10.
The Connection
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Thrive Women’s Bible Studies
The Thrive sisters are winding our way through all of the books of the Bible. At this time we all agree that we
are getting a better understanding of the Book as a whole and its history. The latest study was of Deuteronomy. For
many Deuteronomy is the name o the old cat from the Play “Cats.” Is that how you look at Deuteronomy? The author
of Deuteronomy was also old, Moses, who was 120 at the end of his life. Moses led his people out of Egypt and finally
to the edge of the Promised Land. An incredible life’s journey this Moses took. And Deuteronomy the cat, was beloved
by his people (cats) especially at the end of his life as his journey was long also.
Deuteronomy 34:46-47
“Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your children to obey
carefully all the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you—they are your life”
This passage is especially poignant as it sums up a great deal– live by the Word as the Word is your life.
If you are interested in joining our Bible studies, we meet twice a month, usually first and third Saturdays at 9:00 AM.
We have two meetings in June and one in July and take a hiatus in August and resume in late September. The dates at
this time are flexible so please get in touch with me if you want to join us. We welcome all!
Contact Sanna at (sannalsolem@gmail.com)

Culinary Arts Update
The National Restaurant Association ServSafe® class
is being taught at CELC once a month. In June and
July, there will be a culinary arts job training program using our kitchen facilities.
The GGT Culinary Arts
Initiative has teamed-up
with the People-4-People
Employment Assistance
Program to offer a Job
Training Program to 8 unemployed persons looking
for a job in the food service industry. Over the course of 7 weekly sessions,
students will be receiving instruction in food safety
as well as learning practical kitchen skills. The program is being funded by 7 Montgomery County
churches and Christ Lutheran GGT is providing the
licensed kitchen space. For graduation at the end of
training, students will showcase their new culinary
skills at a reception in Luther Hall for family, friends
and invited guests. Look for more information about
this subject in the next issue of The Connection!
10
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Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
Allen Chips; Arlys; Sarah Hopkins;
Family of Brian Lemley; Paul Swanson; Laura North; Ethan Dschaak;
Brent, Jake, and Casey Dschaak;
Alicia Owens; Steve Perkins and
family; Bill Booth; Ethan Dschaak;
Tom Parrott; Marie EasonWilliamson; Andrew and Ruth Dambowy; Elke Meldau-Womack; Gene
Saylor; Michael Foster; Dr. Lindi Wu; Marie-Laure; Phoebe
Clater; Deborah Lambert; Anne Goeltz; Oscar Line; Danny
Strunk; Megan Condon; the young men of Nick’s Place;
Terry and Jane Seaks; the ministry of the Mi Refugio school
in Guatemala; the children undergoing treatment at The
Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of Health and their
families and caregivers; the Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project in Zambia.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

June 2012

3

10
9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am

Connection
Breakfast
followed by
Adult Christian
Ed.

4

5

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

11

12

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Martha Circle
10:30 am

6

13

2
Women’s Groups
9:00-10:30 am

Please see page 7 of this newsletter for
small group ministry opportunities throughout the week!

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.
10:20 am
Children & Youth
Faith Formation
(LAST CHILD
CLASS BEFORE
SUMMER BREAK)

Saturday

7

8

9

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

"The Jesus
Lifestyle"
DVD series
7-9 pm

14

15

16

21

22

23

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

"The Jesus
Lifestyle"
DVD series
7-9 pm

28

29

Small Group
Ministers’ Forum
9:00-10:30 am

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

Taizé Prayer
Service
7:15-8:00 pm

Flag Day

17

18

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am
Adult Christian
Ed.

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Fathers Day

Taizé Prayer
Service
7:15-8:00 pm

24

25

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

19

20

Summer
Begins

26

27

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

Town Hall
Meeting
10 am –3 pm,
Please bring
snack and
drink.

30
Women’s Group
9:00-10:30 am

Sunday

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

6

7

12

13

14

"The Jesus
Lifestyle"
DVD series
7-9 pm

Movie Night
“The Color of
Freedom”

Independence
Day

8

9

10

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

11

Place TBA

15
9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am

Connection
Breakfast
followed by
Adult Christian
Ed.

16

17

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Martha Circle
10:30 am

18

19

20

Women’s Group
9:00-10:30 am
Small Group
Ministers’ Forum
9:00-10:30 am

Taizé Prayer
Service
7:15-8:00 pm

22

23

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am
Adult Christian
Ed.

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

29

30

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

21

24

25

26

27

28

"The Jesus
Lifestyle"
DVD series
7-9 pm

31

July 2012
Please see page 7 of this newsletter for
small group ministry opportunities throughout the week!

Sunday

Monday

29

30

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

31

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

August 2012
Please see page 7 of this newsletter for
small group ministry opportunities
throughout the week!

5

6

7

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

12

13

14

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am
Adult Christian
Ed.

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Martha Circle
10:30 am

19

20

21

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am
Adult Christian
Ed.

September
Connection
Deadline
5 pm

"The Jesus
Lifestyle"
DVD series
7-9 pm

15

16

17

18

22

23

24

25

"The Jesus
Lifestyle"
DVD series
7-9 pm

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

26

27

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

28

29

30

31

1

THE

JESUS
LIFESTYLE

June 8th

June 22nd

“HOW TO Understand

“HOW TO Pray and

the Old Testment”

Fast Like Jesus”

Why is integrity so important?

We are the stewards of God’s
gifts to us.

Many people struggle with
integrity.

Everything we have belongs to

Lying is considered acceptable,

God; He is sharing it with us.

resulting in a breakdown of
trust in society.



Give regularly
(1 Cor. 16:2)

Integrity is the key to:


Strong personal relationships



Give proportionately

(Exodus 18:16-18)
Our culture is obsessed with



lifestyle.

(2 Cor. 8:12)

Long-term success



Give generously

(Proverbs 11:3)

Jesus didn’t leave us a lifestyle
magazine.



teach—The Sermon on the

Good leadersip





(2 Cor. 9:7)

Pleasing God
(1 Chronicles 29:17)

Join us at CELC’s

Mount, “Beatitudes” (Matthew
5)—the life that Jesus wants us

Join us at CELC’s

to live.

Hospitality Room,

Join us for one of several op-

Give cheerfully

(Proverbs 20:28)

He sat down on a

mountainside and began to

(2 Cor. 9:6)

Hospitality Room, Friday,
June 22, 7-9 p.m.

Friday, June 8, 7-9 p.m.

portunities, to experience…..
“The Jesus Lifestyle” series.

Host:

Florence Heacock

(need a volunteer to co-host)

For fellowship, discussion and listening to Nicki Gumbel
teach on integrity.

Additional Future Dates Through September:
Friday, July 13 – “The Old Testament”
Friday, July 27 – False Prophets
August-no sessions

Contact Florence Heacock

Friday, September 14 – “Building a Secure Future

(flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

Friday, September 28 – “The Big Decision”

or
Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcas)

Christ Evangelical Luther an Church
8011 Old Ge orgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
www.hear tmindsoul.com

Celc community
connection
breakfasts
Dates:

June 10
July 15

(NO AUGUST BREAKFAST)
September 23rd

Time: 10:15-11:15 a.m.

Contact person: Florence Heacock
flohea@heartmindsoul.com

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays—
June 10, July 15, & September 23rd 10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together. This is also an
opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions
regarding the future of CELC
If you would like to bring a food item to share, please contact
Florence Heacock or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.heartmindsoul.com

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of care giving training in the congregation. The training is led by
the congregation's Stephen Leaders--those who attend a one-week Stephen Series Leader's Training Course.
Stephen Minister training is an engaging, enjoyable learning experience that combines reading, lecture, discussion, skill practice, life application, video, and spiritual growth activities. It equips Stephen
Ministers to provide a high level of confidential, Christ-centered care to care receivers in their faith
communities.
Stephen Ministry began in 1975.
The Stephen Series is now in more than 11,000 congregations from more
than 150 Christian denominations, in all 50 states, 10 Canadian provinces,
and 23 other countries.
More than 60,000 pastors, church staff, and laypersons have been trained as
Stephen Leaders (those who oversee and direct Stephen Ministry in the
congregation) at a Stephen Series Leader's Training Course.
More than 500,000 people have trained as Stephen Ministers in their congregations.
More than a million people have received care from a Stephen Minister in a
formal one-to-one Stephen Ministry caring relationship, and millions of
others have received care from Stephen Ministers in informal ways.
Please pray for CELC’s parish as it begins the journey of reactivating our Stephen Ministry.
If you are interested in Stephen Ministry, please talk with Lisa Rickard, Elke Womack, or Florence Heacock.

Making Connections … In the Bible
By Larry Goolsby

The title of our newsletter, The Connection, is a reminder that there are many connections to
be made as we read and study the Bible. Reading the week’s Bible passages at our Sunday
Challenging Lifestyles group sessions often brings up this topic. As most of you know, each
week’s passages are set out in the ELCA lectionary (see http://www.elca.org/Growing-InFaith/Worship/Lectionary/Year-B.aspx), which are often selected intentionally to have a
common theme or other connection to each other.
Our weekly readings come from the Revised Common Lectionary or RCL, which provides a three-year plan for Sunday
readings starting with the season of Advent. For each Sunday and festival, four readings are suggested and include
readings from a Gospel; the Old Testament; Psalms; and the New Testament. The RCL’s work comes from the
“Consultation on Common Texts,” an ecumenical consultation of biblical scholars and representatives from denominations in the United States and Canada. This group produces liturgical texts for use in common by North American
Christian churches. According to the ELCA, for much of the year, the Old Testament lesson is closely related to the
Gospel reading.
When we read these passages, the relationship or common thread among them is very apparent some weeks, but
other times it takes some effort to discover just what the connections might be. One tool we frequently use in the
Challenging Lifestyles sections is a Bible with commentary notes included, such as the Life Application Study Bible,
published by Tyndale House Publishers. These commentary Bibles include detailed notes that explain the meaning of
passages and provide historical context. Historical context is particularly useful when references are made to customs of the time, or family or work relationships, or any number of other topics that can make a given passage far
more understandable than it might be otherwise. The commentary also frequently shows how Jesus’ words were
based on Old Testament passages, frequently from Isaiah or another of the prophets, who predicted certain events
and that Jesus is now fulfilling.
The Bible Gateway web site, http://www.biblegateway.com, which is an excellent site for finding Bible passages, also
has several links to online commentaries. Go to http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/?source=1
to see the list.
These study aids are very helpful and I recommend them. However, I think the Challenging Lifestyles members would
say the very best way to understand the Bible’s meaning and message is to do what we do – begin by reading the
Bible; share our various impressions of the meaning and other reactions with others in the group; and stay in prayer
for each other for greater wisdom and understanding as we move along our faith journey.
We invite you to join us each Sunday; please contact Florence Heacock, flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or Larry
Goolsby, goolsbycl@comcast.net.

Challenging Lifestyles: Explores everyday “lifestyle challenges” in a biblical, spiritually nurturing and
supportive fellowship. Meets at 10:15 (between worship services) in the Upper Room (second floor).

Annual Community
Festival

Sunday, September 9th, 2012
12:30-2:30 pm
A day full of fun, food, family,
friends and games!
A great FREE event for all ages!
Volunteers wanted. Participants
needed!
Invite family, friends, and
neighbors to share in the fun.
Games outside; ministry information and food inside.
Contact Bobby Larsen at bobby@heartmindsoul.com
for more information.

MOVIE NIGHT
Saturday, July 14
Time and Place TBA
“The Color of Freedom” –
Dennis Haysbert and Joseph
Fiennes co-star in this remarkable drama based on the controversial memoirs of James Gregory, the white South African
who guarded Nelson Mandela
during more than 20 years of imprisonment under apartheid. As
Mandela (Haysbert) seeks freedom for himself and his people,
Gregory (Fiennes) gradually begins to renounce his militant racism, thanks to his unlikely but powerful relationship with
the political prisoner.

“Doing the Right Thing”
Ethics Series by Breakpoint Ministries
“Doing the Right Thing” is an exploration of ethics, and the
Colson Center has a DVD curriculum suitable for small group
or classroom study. This DVD package set will examine and
discuss questions such as: How did we get into this mess? Is
there truth or a moral law that we can all know? If we know
what is right, can we do it? What does it mean to be human,
and why does it matter? How do we rebuild and apply ethics
and morality in the marketplace and public life? A Six - Part
Exploration of Ethics Join hosts Brit Hume, Chuck Colson, Dr.
Robert George and a distinguished panel as they undertake
a six part exploration of Ethics before a live student audience
in Princeton, NJ. The panel, students and interviewed guests
will examine and discuss these questions over six thirty minute sessions: How did we get into this mess? Is there truth, a
moral law we can all know? If we know what is right, can we
do it? What does it mean to be human? Ethics in the Market
Place Ethics in Public Life Panelists and guests include:
Donovan Campbell, Chuck Colson, Doug DeVos, Joni
Eareckson Tada, Dr. Robert George, Jim Grant Dr. Chris
Hook, Brit Hume, Alveda King, Dr. David Miller, Michael
Miller, Eric Pillmore, Dr. Neil Plantinga, Dr. Scott Rae, Bob
Rowling, Dr. Stan Samenow, Fr. Robert Sirico, Ben
Stein, Glenn Sunshine, Dr. Ken Swan, Doing the Right
Thing is a joint project between the Colson Center for Christian Worldview (Lansdowne, VA) and The Witherspoon Institute (Princeton, NJ). This project was made possible through
the support of a grant from the John Templeton Foundation. For information, contact Florence Heacock
flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or Larry Goolsby
(lgoolsby@aphsa.org).

Coming Soon to CELC….
“GIVING TO GOD”
by Mark Allen Powell
Place, Date, and Time TBA
For information, contact:
Florence Heacock flohea@heartmindsoul.com
Larry Goolsby (lgoolsby@aphsa.org)

RECOMMENDED
READING – SUMMER 2012
“The Circle Maker” by Mark Batterson, lead
pastor of National Community Church (NCC)
in Washington, DC. Recognized as “one of
America’s 25 most innovative
churches”. CELC’s Sister in Christ, Deborah
S. Lambert, provided a copy of this book to
CELC’s Small Group Ministers. I am currently
reading this book, and believe everyone at
CELC would benefit greatly in the ministry,
work of our church, AND FOR THE FUTURE
OF CELC.

“Mandela’s Way: Fifteen Lessons on Life,
Love, and Courage” by author/writer Richard Stengel. This compact book is profoundly inspiring. It captures the spirit of
this extraordinary man—warrior, martyr,
husband, statesman, and moral leader—and
spurs us to look within ourselves, reconsider
the things we take for granted, and contemplate the legacy we will leave behind.

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
Rev. Jonathan Hundt
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Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music
Bobby Larsen
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Ji-Na Kim
Organist
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
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Church Council
George Wenchel, President
Nathan Sprenger, Vice President
Tim Smith, Secretary
Alireza Motameni, Treasurer
Pastor Jon Hundt,
Paula Mathis,
Barry McVicker
Suzanne Parrot
Frank Goodyear
Cynthia Willkomm
Eleanor Black
Farshad Bahari
Sanna Solem

9:15 am
10:15 am
10:20 am
11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children & Youth
(see details inside newsletter on pg. 6)
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the September issue of The Connection are
due by 5:00 pm on Monday, August 20.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

