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Christ Lutheran Church, Bethesda

OUR MISSION
STATEMENT

The Serving Principle

The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ and to transform all people into fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.

“Choose this day whom you will serve.”

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your
mind…. Love your neighbor as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

The people said to Joshua, ‘The LORD our God we will serve, and him we
will obey.’ So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made
statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem. Joshua 24:24-25
Our GGT leaders have faithfully kept the redevelopment project moving
toward approval by the county government. However, the Montgomery
County Government approval process has often bogged down and just taken
far too long! We have experienced many trying delays and a growing concern over the funding costs. It feels, at times, like the process will go on for
many more years. Will the fruits of our labors be realized? It feels like the
redevelopment process is in a severe drought.
Paul Kollman, Campus Ministry—University of Notre Dame, shared the
following story about how to grow healthy grapes. “In France, they grow a
lot of grapes, but in France they do not water the grapevines. California
vintners use lots of irrigation, but not in France. The French believe that it’s
better to have a bad harvest one year than to lose vines due to drought. If
you don’t water your vines the roots of those vines go deep, deep, deep into
the earth until they touch groundwater and become invulnerable to drought.
The harvest may not be great one year but the vines will return the next
year.”
(continued on page 5)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means for
small farmers to make enough money to support themselves while using the premiums to improve their standard of living.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered at both worship services, every Sunday morning. We
offer traditional wine and grape
juice. This is to honor our children
and those adults who would like a
grape juice alternative. Two crystal
chalices are used; the grape juice will appear white and
the communion wine will appear dark red. If you would
like more information about communion, please contact
Pastor Marv.

Here’s what’s available:
• pillow packets (pre-ground) of Regular (Mind Body Soul) and Decaf
(Columbian). Each pillow packet
makes one pot (about 64 oz) of coffee ($2)
•

a variety of whole bean and ground regular and decaf coffees ($7 for 12-oz pkg;
$8 for 16-oz pkg

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@juno.com).

PRAYER MINISTRY
GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, speak to
Lisa Bente or email her at carpedm28@juno.com.

THE TABLE MINISTRY
Why The Table and Neighborhood Life? Neighborhood
Life responds to a fragmented world—one with declining
social ties and lives stretched thin by… demanding work
hours, long commutes, jam-packed schedules…
Neighborhood Life is the optimal place for life change
similar to the experiences of the early church where spiritual development and outreach happened right where you
live… by building genuine friendships with both CELC
and non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a
natural part of your everyday life; by responding to the
needs of others… in your neighborhood and beyond.
Contact Sanna Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com; 301571-0050); Florence Heacock (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com); Larry Goolsby (301-9466479; goolsbycl@comcast.net).
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CELC’s Prayer Room I is open for prayer from 8:15
am– noon on Sundays. Prayer Room II is open for
prayer throughout the week. Prayer Ministry contacts
are Paula Mathis (mathispaula@cs.com) and Laura
North (laura@heartmindsoul.com).
To add a prayer request to the prayer contact Laura
North (301-652-5160 or laura@heartmind soul.com).
Prayer lists are available in the narthex and in the Sunday morning worship bulletins.

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Mar vin Tollefson, Pastor

Honoring Pastor Marv and Trish Tollefson
25 Years of Service at Christ Lutheran Church

Sunday June 22, 2008
10:30 Worship Celebration
followed by brunch

Opportunities for you to participate:
1. RSVP by Friday, June 14 if you plan to attend the brunch.
Call the church office @ 301-652-5160 prompt 4 or email Laura North—Laura@heartmindsoul.com
2. Write a note of thanks and memory share on the enclosed card.
3. Contribute to a gift we will present to them at the worship service.
Checks should be made out to Florence Heacock—by June 7, please
4. Contribute to the brunch budget by contacting Florence Heacock, 301-452-2491
5. Forward any pictures for a photo album we will present to them.
Digital pictures can be emailed to Joan Williams—samplesiz2@aol.com
The notes, contributions, and pictures may be dropped in the box in the narthex labeled
Honoring Pastor Marv and Trish Tollefson, 25 Years of Service at Christ Lutheran Church
or mailed to the Church Office: Attn: Laura North—25th Celebration

Thank you for participating in expressing our appreciation for all the ways Pastor Marv and Trish
have served to enrich our lives.

8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Welcome, Equip, Send

Phone: 301.652.5160
Fax: 301.652.2301
Email: clc@heartmindsoul.com
Website: www.heartmindsoul.com

Children and Family Ministry
Pathfinders News!
Pathfinders is our Sunday
morning adventure for
children ages 3-11. Our
children gather every
Sunday morning for fun
and learning.
Our children were wonderful as they shared their
music with us during the
first worship service last month. They truly blessed us
with the message of Jesus’ love for us all!
Thanks, Miss Lisa, for your leadership.
Pathfinders concludes for the year with a party! Join us
on Sunday morning, June 8 at 10:15 upstairs in the
large classroom for a morning of fun and celebration.
Blessings,
Laura North
Minister of Children and Families

For more information on Family Ministry at CELC,
contact Laura at laura@heartmindsoul.com or 301652-5160.

Guiding Star
Child Development Center
is opening a second location this fall!
We will provide Christian child care
at 8011 Old Georgetown Road
(license pending)

in addition to our
7009 Wilson Lane location

Call Sylvia or Yokechia
301-229-3004
to put your name on our list
Visit us on the web @
www.starcdc.com

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Christ Jesus…)
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)
Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (service)
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (worship)

… Developing families of faith
4
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Guiding Star
Child Development Center
Greetings, everyone! We want to
share with everyone all the fun activities that have been happening at
Guiding Star. For Mother’s Day, all
the children made beautiful gifts for
their mothers. On Friday, May 9,
we presented our gifts at our
“Muffins with Moms” breakfast.
This was an event where we provided an assortment of muffins,
fruits, coffee and juice to parents to
enjoy before going to work. This
was also a great time to socialize
with other parents and show off
their wonderful gifts. We also took
lots of pictures, which our parents
loved. Every mother was touched
by their special gift and really ap-

preciated the breakfast! It was truly
a lovely event!

informative and the best part, you
will get to meet me in person!

Guiding Star is really growing! We
are pleased to announce we will be
opening our second location at 8011
Georgetown Road and 5017 Rugby
Road, Bethesda, MD. I am also
pleased to announce that I, Yokechia Holmes, will be the director of
this new site. We are scheduled to
open in the fall. We will be having
a “Meet the Director” event on Friday, June 6 (6:00-8:00 pm) and Saturday, June 7 (10:00 am-12:00
noon). I would like to invite anyone
who is interested in our new center
to come to this event. It will be very

Guiding Star is also becoming very
popular due to the web. We can be
found on the following sites:
Craig’s List, Facebook, MySpace
and Yellowbook. Our popularity is
keeping us very busy, and we are
conducting parent tours on a daily
basis. Check out these websites and
see how beautiful our center is!
Well I have to go; the phone is ringing off the hook! I guess that’s a
true sign that Guiding Star is definitely on the move!
Yokechia Holmes

The Serving Principle
(continued from page 1)

Great news! The county has scheduled our hearing to consider approving the local map amendment. We all pray for a
speedy and positive decision. But is the drought over? We don’t have the full answer yet. But we do know that the
drought has sunk our roots deeper into God’s purposes. When we make the promises that structure our lives, when we
say I believe, I do, Amen, we sink the roots of our faith deeper and deeper, so deep that these roots of our faith can handle our droughts.
We don’t know what kind of harsh weather our lives will face; we don’t know the twists and turns our hearts will take
through this redevelopment process. In 2004 we made a covenant with God to go forward in the redevelopment of the
church and support the mission. We make promises; we stake our lives on promises confident in the deep, eternal well of
God’s faithfulness. We send our roots deep into the waters of life with God. In God we find our hope, our promised land
and the words of eternal life. Where else would we ever want to go?
In Jesus, Pastor Marv

The Connection
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GGT Development Update
The CELC development project took 2 major steps forward in the past month. The two Abandonment applications, AB 699 and AB 700, originally requested on
January, 18 2007 for the Rugby Ave and Glenbrook
alley into the church’s private parking lot, were approved and signed by the Public Hearing Examiner Ms.
Diane Schwartz Jones on May 5 and by Isiah Leggett,
County Executive, on May 6, 2008. That 16 page report and recommendation concluded in part that
“Absent the public having a legal right of passage
across CELC’s property, these are not needed for present for future public use and there are adequate established alternative routes for pedestrian use.”

the rezoning or Local Map Amendment (LMA) application G-864 that was filed in November 22, 2006,
ruled that the often delayed public hearing planned for
June 2 and 6 will be held as scheduled. This is in response from ongoing requests from opposition counsel
and others to continue to delay the LMA proceedings.
In her ruling dated May 21 that Hearing Examiner, Ms.
Francoise Carrier stated, “In light of recommendations
of approval from the Public Hearing Officer and the
County Executive, it now appears more likely than not
that the abandonment applications will be approved. In
the Hearing Examiner’ view, this tips the balance in
favor of holding the hearing without further delay”.

It was also encouraging that the report noted on page 2
that “Both those sending in comments in support of the
proposed abandonments and those sending in comments against the proposed abandonments recognize
the significant benefits and contributions that CELC
makes to the community. The abandonment decisions
still require a final County Council decision.

The CELC and Bozzuto project team, led by counsel
from Linowes and Blocher, is finalizing testimony for
the June hearings. Pastor Marv will be presenting the
vision and goals that CELC hopes to achieve with the
rezoning application. A summary of that testimony follows on the next page: “Who We Are, Our Vision, Our
Proposed Plans.” The public and certainly the congregation are invited to the public hearing on June 2 and 6
at the Council Office Building, 100 Maryland Ave,
Rockville. Hearings on both days start at 9:30 am

As a direct result of the County Executive approval of
the Abandonment, the separate Hearing Examiner for

Development Project and the Community
The CELC project continues to gain positive growing attention around the area. We previously reported that the Washington Smart Growth Alliance provided its recognition to the project in February 2008. On May 27, CELC Owner’s Rep
Barry Lemley was on a panel with six other congregations for The 3rd Annual Faith Community Forum on Housing Cosponsored by Arlington Interfaith Council and Alliance for Housing Solutions. His presentation, Housing vs. Community Services: Not an Either Or Solution serves as both CELC’s vision and the outline of Barry’s remarks. This presentation is on page 8 of this Connection.
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Who we are
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC)
• Member of the Bethesda, MD community since 1934
• Two-acre property located at Old Georgetown Road in the
Woodmont Triangle section of downtown Bethesda
• More than 70 years providing Montgomery County with
community services including:
• Child and senior care services
• Family counseling center
• Homeless lunch programs
• Relief housing
• Nine support group programs
• Worship space for other congregations
• Music, dance and exercise programs
• Community voting and health screening site

Our Vision
Because of Bethesda’s remarkable growth, the need for community services and programs
offered by CELC has multiplied, particularly day care for children, families, the elderly and the
less fortunate. Our vision is to stay in Bethesda and continue to offer and expand services to:
• Connect an increasing numbers of people with the resources offered by CELC
• Enrich people’s lives and help them grow through caring relationships, relevant
ministries and meaningful service
• Lead the way to effective and responsive community needs
• Impact the quality of community life through community-based programs
• Ensure the continued existence and viability of our pastoral and public mission

Our Proposed Plans*
•
•

•
•
•

Preserve the existing church structure
Build a new 4-story, family life center to house
child care, non-profit function space and a
recreation facility
Build a new 8-story condominium building with
107 market and moderately priced units
Underground parking
Additional green space and LEED certified
buildings

*full development subject to government approvals

Our Team
•
•

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC)
and Bozzuto Homes;
Linowes and Blocher; Pillsbury Shaw Pittman; MFTA Architecture; Perrine Planning and
Zoning; Lenhart Traffic Consulting; Loiederman Soltesz; Thrivent Financial; Maier Warner
PR; and Lemley and Associates, Owner’s Representation

Recognition
By the Washington Smart Growth Alliance 1Q2008 www.sgalliance.org

Contact
For more information, please visit www.heartmindsoul.com or email barry_celcor@msn.com

Housing vs. Community Services:
Not An Either Or Solution
1. “True Housing Solutions Are More Than Housing”. They must include living in communities supported

by the full complement of resources that are required to serve all people.
2. Our project went through a multi-year analysis to determine the best balance of providing affordable
housing while also supporting the broader needs of the community.
3. For CELC, the analysis was to balance the affordable housing component, with 17 new MPDU units on
site PLUS over $15M worth of facilities that would serve the long list of social needs, including those in
affordable housing throughout the broader community.
4. If it was all MPDU, then there would have been less funding opportunity to afford the facilities and
resources needed to seek a balanced approach to fulfilling a sustainable mission.
5. It was important to CELC to look to the most comprehensive needs overall and then allocate a
development vision and approach that could address as much as possible in a logical order.
6. Added 17 MPDU's where there were none in a “Smart growth" metro accessible model, of adding
density while increasing green space and making more pedestrian friendly communities for everyone.
7. The housing PLUS services combination supports the goals and objectives of the overall county and
church vision with enhanced services and programs for some of the most vulnerable people in the
community.
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) Community Vision

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and joys,
while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small
Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love and Word of God,
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive fellowship. Sundays, 10:15
am in The Upper Room.
Contact Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net;
301-946-6479)
“Head-to-Heart (FINK)” —
Anyone from 11 to 111. Biblical/
interactive teaching with brainbased teaching and changes to the
heart. Sundays, 10:15 am in the
Sanctuary. Contact Steve North
(steve@sycamore.us; 301-8718161)
“Questions of Life” —A course on
Christianity for new, returning, and
mature believers, with prayer, a
DVD/workbook, discussion, fellowship and a meal. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
“Women’s Recovery Group” —A
12-step, Christian recovery ministry based on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as well as fellowship and God’s healing
power to help heal hurts
and overcome personal
defects and replace them
with life’s abundance.
Sunday nights, 6:00-8:00 pm, The
Upper Room. Contact: Florence
Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul;
301-452-2491)

“The Table Ministry”—1st Century table experience, around the
Table of Christ. Build genuine
friendships in and out of CELC,
grow spiritually on every day basis, and respond to the needs of
others. Three-session series, with
meal, in Host Homes. Contact:
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com)
“Men’s Master Builders” meets
for breakfast and in-depth Bible
study with a focus on men’s issues
at 9:00 am on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the month in the Hospitality Room. Contact Steve Peth
(sptopeka@earthlink.net; 301-5641232) or Tim Bradley (301-9770906; tbradley4001@yahoo.com)
“Young Adults”
meet for
dinner, prayer,
fellowship, Bible
study, fun, laughter, Rob Bell DVDs. Contact Richard Czypinski (richard@ heartmindsoul.com or Lisa Stechschulte
(lisasteck@gmail.com)

“THRIVE” for women seeking indepth Bible study, meets September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of each month.
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna
Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:00 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary Merrick
(301-571-7212)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
7:30 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month. Contact: Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)
Prayer Room I is open for prayer
from 8:15 am to noon on Sundays.
Prayer Room II is open for prayer
throughout the week. Contact
Paula Mathis (mathispaula@
cs.com) or Laura North
(laura@heartmindsoul.com)

Reasons to Join a Small Group:
You will understand the Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better.
You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and
work associates.
• You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had!
• You will deepen your understanding of worship.
• You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun

•
•
•
•
•

The Connection
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Small Group Opportunities
Breaking News—
News—Good News
Psalm 65
9 You care for the land and water it; you enrich it
abundantly. The streams of God are filled with water to
provide the people with grain, for so you have ordained
it. 10 You drench its furrows and level its ridges; soften
it with showers and bless its crops. 11 You crown the
year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with
abundance. 12 The grasslands of the desert overflow;
the hills are clothed with gladness. 13 The meadows
are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled
with grain; they shout for joy and sing.
The Challenging Lifestyles small group, which meets
every Sunday morning between our two services, has
frequently focused on the theme of community, from
the “micro” level within our small group itself and the
surrounding CELC congregation all the way to the
“macro” level of God’s entire creation. The underlying
principles are the same: when we are together in community—and are therefore bound together by ties of
love, respect, caring, service, and acknowledgement of
God the creator of all people and all things—then we
can begin to understand the sacred value of the entire
creation and
how we must
respect and
care for it,
and, as the
psalmist tells
us above,
celebrate it!
So you can understand our anticipation and excitement
over the CELC Spring Retreat, held at Mar-Lu Ridge
on May 3, on these exact topics. A number of us plus
other CELC members were there to share a beautiful
Saturday with each other and our guest speakers. Let
me have one of our most enthusiastic participants,
Sanna Solem, pick up the story:
If you have never been to Mar-Lu Ridge, you still have
an exhilarating experience ahead of you. Once you
turn off the main road, you drive about two miles up
the hill through a forest and finally on your right appears a rustic wooden chapel. There is certainly nothing pretentious about this chapel. Once inside you are
struck by the cross that stands on the precipice of the
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hill overlooking an
agrarian countryside
and a winding river. It
is the perfect place to
get away from the
“maddening crowd”
and into the glory of
nature.
The theme of this retreat was “Community
– Bridging Our Faith
and Lifestyle
Choices.” The keynote
speakers were Reverend Helen Smith and David Smith (he is retired from
the Fish and Wildlife Agency). Well, these two individuals not only talk the talk, but walk the talk (or is that
walk). They built the home they now live in, and it is
not on the electrical power grid. Not on the grid! They
don’t get an electric bill, since they produce their own
electricity using solar power. And, they have their own
well. They have gone to the future by going back to the
past.
Helen and David talked about their concern for the
environment and how wasteful living is impacting our
environment. They stressed that each person starting
out by doing just one thing (like eliminating the use of
plastic bags) can have a big impact.
They also shared the Covenants that God has made
with us, and I submit that we need to be making some
Covenants with God about how we will treat and care
for His creation that He declared was good.
Sanna’s heartfelt reaction was typical of all of us who
attended. Pastor Marv also challenged us at the retreat
to remember the many opportunities we have in our
daily lives to engage others around these issues. He
asked us to have conversations with others about creation care whenever we can, whether in the workplace or
the family or other settings that provide an opening. He
also reminded us to use these times to impart a “God(continued on page 11)

Good News
(continued from page 10)

Creation Care Summer
Opportunities

centered sensibility” to others—to
share our beliefs and personal
choices that support sustainability,
a simpler and more respectful lifestyle, service to others, and above
all a focus on hopeful solutions
(especially those small, one-step-at
-a-time acts like Sanna mentioned
above).
We invite everyone to join us on
Sunday mornings at 10:15 to engage these and other important
issues with discussion, Bible study,
sharing, and prayer. Our concentration during this year has been
the “breaking news” we hear about
in current events, combined with
the “good news” of the Bible’s
solutions to these challenges.
Please consider joining us in the
upper room of the education wing,
if you are not already a “regular.”
We always encourage visitors and
“drop-ins” – every session is lively
and fruitful, and we enjoy new
faces and points of view.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Larry
Goolsby, (301) 946-6479 or
goolsbycl@comcast.net.

cells, organic farming and rainwater catchment systems while
scoring solar-baked cookies.
Plenty Magazine.

Summer is here, which opens up a
world of possibilities. Just think of
the 23rd Psalm. In it God leads us
to still waters and we lie down in
green pastures. During the summer
we seek still waters and certainly
take joy and refuge in our gardens
and many parks. Indeed summer is
a time to step outside of our homes
and venture out into nature. This
not only is good for our health, but
it gets us back to God's world.
Remember that he made everything and declared that it is good!
The "Wings of Fancy" Live Butterfly Exhibit is open through September 21, 10:00 am-4:00 pm
daily, in the Brookside Gardens
South Conservatory, 1500 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton. Admission
is $5, $4 for children, ages 3-12,
free for children 2 and younger.
Strollers are not permitted in the
butterfly exhibit. For information
call the Butterfly Hotline on 301962-1453.
Taos Solar Music Festival. June
27-29, Taos, New Mexico. Concert goers can learn about fuel

For those of you who have to compete with the Deer in your garden,
here is some information that you
might find useful. Nothing is completely deer-proof, for during a
harsh winter, hungry deer will eat
just about any vegetation. However, there are some plants that are
least favored by deer, and you can
also avoid plants that are favorites
of deer such as azalea, rhododendron, yew, daylily, pansy, and tulips. Some of the plants that are
considered "deer-resistant" are:
rose of sharon, American holly,
junipers, barberry, snapdragon,
lavender, sweet alyssum, marigold,
thyme, nasturtium, columbine,
bleeding heart, Russian sage, and
many more. Go to
www.Behnkes.com for much more
information on summer planting.
Sometimes I just enjoy stopping by
a nursery and strolling through the
myriad assortment of plants, trees
and flowers that seem to speak to
me as I meander by. It's all I can
do, not to fill a shopping wagon
and whisk my treasures home to
my garden.
"Earth's crammed with heaven,
And every common bush afire with
God: But only he who sees takes
off his shoes".—Elizabeth Barrett
Browning
Sanna Solem, heralding summer
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Men’s Ministry
We welcome you all to join us on the first and third Saturday of the month, as we learn from each other through reviewing the Bible text of the day. We better understand the events impinging on our daily lives by sharing experiences and
ideas, all in the context of Friends in Fellowship. We also share some food treats—delicious and with juice and a hot
cup of coffee!
Recently, we explored lessons relating to taking a break from the tensions of the day and how to find true rest through
trust in the Lord. We discovered how Paul dealt with boasting by the competitor religious leaders through his own experience of suffering and demonstrating his more compelling beliefs. How to share the load of our personal burdens and
how to share equally by giving to others of our time and service was another insightful discussion. We are looking forward in June to discussions of finding peace of mind and responding to the call to share our lives in the service of others,
as demonstrated through the life of Christ.
We welcome all men to our “friends in fellowship.” Remember times: next session June 7, and then first and third Saturday of the month at 9:00 am at church. For more information please contact Ray Albright (301-656-5695 or
rj.albright2@verizon.net) or Richard Czypinski (240-505-9505 or richard@heartmindsoul.com).

Guiding Star
Child Development Center
7009 Wilson Lane, Bethesda
301-229-3004
www.starcdc.com

Second location opening Fall 2008!
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda
(license pending)

We are seeking qualified, loving, creative
senior staff and awesome assistants!
Fax resume to 301-229-3005.
Call Yokechia and Sylvia for an interview!
Add your family’s name to our list for child care!
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Small Groups Are Community
“Community”—CELC’s Small Group Ministry has
been, and will continue in 2009, with the theme and
focus of “Community.” At North Point Community
Church in Atlanta, Pastor Andy Stanley “believes the
small group is the best place for sustained life-change
to occur. In a small group, people study God’s Word
together and are in a safe enough environment to discuss the issues and challenges of life. It’s also where
they pray, care for one another, and are missed if they
don’t show up.”
In Pastor Stanley’s book (co-authored with Bill Willits)
“Creating Community: 5 Keys to Building a Small
Group Culture,” he discusses three environments at
North Point: The Foyer, the Living Room, and the
Kitchen. CELC’s Table Ministry parallels these three
environments. He explains “The Foyer” is the weekly
worship service for adults and larger events for groups,
i.e., singles, youth and kids; it is an entry point and is a
big event. From the Foyer, the church seeks to move
people into the “Living Room,” which are medium size
groups and events such as singles area fellowship, married adults. From The Living Room people are directed
toward “The Kitchen,” which are small groups and the
places where lasting friendships are made and grow.
Pastor Stanley’s book discusses the following “healthy”
and “effective” components of “community”:

•
•

A Culture Craving Relationship
Create Your Community

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clarify the Goal—What
Do You Want People
To Become?
Define Spiritual Maturity
Decide Where People Go
Find Your Word
Choose Your Strategy
Close the Door
Create Steps—The Foyer,
The Living Room, The Kitchen Table
Make Them Easy (Steps)
Try Before You Buy
Deal in Reality
Train Less for More
Set Up for Success (every step in a church must
be toward “community”)

CELC’s Small Group Leader’s Training is the first Saturday of each month; the next forum is June 7, 8:009:00 am in the Upper Room at CELC. Commencing on
June 7, Small Group Leaders and others who are interested to join us will be provided with the book
“Creating Community: 5 Keys to Building a Small
Group Culture” as a resource for small group leaders
training and education.
Florence D. Heacock
Minister of Small Groups

Upcoming Opportunities
Small Group Leaders Training
8:00-9:00 am, Upper Room
June 7, July 19, August 2, September 13,
October 4, November 1, December 6

The Connection
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Our prayer list…

Martha’s Table
Ministry
Why sit around inside on a beautiful day when you could be
serving the needy the food that
will give them another day to
live?
Join us every third Saturday. We
carpool to DC and help serve the
needy and the homeless through
Martha’s Table. We serve sandwiches, soups, desserts (their
favorite), and drinks. The food is
already prepared by the volunteers at Martha’s Table. All you
need to do is show up and share
your love while serving food.
Please prayerfully consider committing three hours of your time
in the upcoming months. We
carpool from Christ Lutheran,
leaving the church no later than
4:00 pm and returning sometime
around 7:00 pm. We meet in the
small parking lot off of Glenbrook Road, on the side of the
church building.
Please sign up on the Service
Opportunities bulletin board in
the narthex or speak with Jill or
Steve North.

Come.
Help.
Serve.
Give.
Love.

Prayer Corner
Oscar Line; Angelica & Luis Rodgriguez;
Lilly and Paul Dymond; Daniel Smith;
Melissa Day; Sanna Solem; Chris Webb;
Audrey Scholtyseck; Chris; Gavin Farley;
Joe Naughton; Joan Williams; Bridget and
Michael Rybacki; Frederick Washington;
Cynthia Hawkins; Henry Davis; Danny
Strunk; Megan Condon; Guy Bradley; Niina
Tang; Christine Weeks; Gail Gerhart; Grace
Bowden; Ann Richardson; Diana; Dr. Matthew and Nancy Sleeth; Ruby Yoshioka;
Robert Corbey; the young men of Nick’s
Place; Terry and Jane Seaks; Robert and
Noah Harris; Nancy Harris; the ministry of
the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the children undergoing treatment at
The Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of Health and their families
and caregivers; the Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project

LSS World Refugee Day
Passport to the World 2008: Honoring the Refugee Experience
Join Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area (LSS) for the
second annual Passport to the World gala to celebrate World Refugee Day
and benefit the Refugee and Immigration Services (RIS) program.
Saturday, June 21
Fannie Mae Great Hall
3900 Wisconsin Ave., NW
Washington, DC
7 p.m.
Black-tie optional
Experience the cultures of Burma, Cameroon, Colombia, Iran, and Somalia.
Talk with refugees who have been resettled in our area through the RIS program, enjoy dances from around the world, and listen to the music of African singer KuKu. Commemorate your evening with an item from the silent
auction, such as one-of-a-kind artwork by an Iraqi refugee who will be creating the piece at the gala.
Tickets are on sale now: $75 for individuals/$125 for couples. Tickets
must be purchased in advanced and are expected to sell out…get yours today! Visit www.lssnca.org and click Donate Now or call Emily Moore at
(301) 562-8633, ext 234.
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Sunday

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

3

Wednesday Thursday

4

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Guiding Star
“Meet the
Director”
6-8 pm

Women’s Thrive
9:00-10:30
Men’s Master
Builders
9:00-10:30
Guiding Star
“Meet the
Director”
10 am-Noon

8

9

Worship:
9:15
Contemporary

10

11

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

12

13

14

19

20

21

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Connection
Deadline 5 pm

Women
9:00-10:30
Men
9:00-10:30

Praise Band
6:30 pm

10:15
Christian Ed
11:15
Traditional

15

16

17

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

Martha Circle
10:00 am

10:15
Christian Ed

Council 7:00 pm

18

Martha’s Table

22

23

24

25

26

27

Praise Band
6:30 pm

10:30
Special Worship
Service
Followed by
brunch
Pastor Marv’s
25th Anniversary
Celebration

29
9:15 & 11:15
Worship
10:15
Christian Ed

30

June 2008
Please see page 9 of this newsletter
or the Sunday morning bulletin for small
group ministry opportunities available
throughout the week!

28

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
The Rev. Marvin Tollefson
Pastor
Laura North
Minister of Children & Families
Office Administrator
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music
Kate Scott
Organist & Pianist
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Administrator of Finance

Church Council

9:15 am
10:15 am
11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education/Faith Formation
for children and adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.

Steve North, president
Jeff Leach, vice president
Larry Goolsby, secretary
June Bradley, treasurer

Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the exciting
ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran! Questions? Please call
Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email laura@heartmindsoul.com.

Ingrid Dallaire, Rebecca Gambler,
Paula Mathis, Barry McVicker,
Maura Miller, Suzanne Parrott,
and Joan Williams

July Connection Deadline
Submissions for the June issue of The Connection are due by 5:00
pm on Friday, June 20. Please email them to
laura@heartmindsoul.com or drop them off in Laura’s office.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

