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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
nei ghbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

A New Year—
Year—
New Beginnings!
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13—There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to
plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear
down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to
mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to gather
them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, a time to
search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a
time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a
time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.
What do workers gain from their toil? I have seen the burden God has laid
on the human race. He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has
also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has
done from beginning to end. I know that there is nothing better for people
than to be happy and to do good while they live. That each of them may
eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God.
The month of January brings changes to our lives. Some of us start the
new year with new year’s resolutions, determined to make some kind of
change as we close one year’s calendar and open the next. These resolutions usually involve something new, often a new form of discipline—
maybe a new way of eating, a new way of exercising, a new way of
getting organized, a new way of studying the Bible, or a new way to
(continued on page 4)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!
New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the
grape juice is white and the communion wine isdark red. If you would like more information about communion, contact Pastor Marv.

FAIR TRADE COFFEE
Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means for
small farmers to make enough money to support
themselves while using the premiums to improve their
standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:
• pillow packets (pre-ground) of
Regular (Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each pillow
packet makes one pot (about 64
oz) of coffee ($2)
• a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf coffees ($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16oz pkg and decaf)
To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact
George Wenchel (george.wenchel@verizon.net).

Find us on facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
christbethesda
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THE TABLE MINISTRY
Why The Table and Neighborhood Life? Neighborhood
Life responds to a fragmented world—one with declining social ties and lives stretched thin by… demanding
work hours, long commutes, jam-packed schedules…
Neighborhood Life is the optimal place for life change
similar to the experiences of the early church where
spiritual development and outreach happened right
where you live… by building genuine friendships with
both CELC and non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a natural part of your everyday life; by responding to the needs of others in your neighborhood and
beyond.
If you would like to participate in a Table group, please
contact Sanna Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com), Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com), or Larry
Goolsby (goolsbyl@comcast.net).

From Your Council President
TRANSITION PLANS UNDERWAY
•

Guest pastors to share God’s Word with us in January have been lined up. On January 3 we will be blessed to have
Jill North and Laura North lead worship.

•

Please contact Laura North in the church office (301-652-5160 or laura@heartmindsoul.com) for pastoral care
needs in January.

•

Conversations with Bishop Graham of the Synod have been taking place. A potential Interim Pastor has been identified. The anticipated start date is in February.

•

Many conversations have taken place with Pastor Marv, Staff, Barry Lemley, and Rob Glenn (council vice president). Documents and plans are in place to facilitate a smooth transition. Feel free to contact Rob with any questions—or better yet, offering how you may help (rcglenn@hotmail.com or 202-870-6719).

CALL COMMITTEE WORK UNDERWAY ALSO (see Update from Call Committee on page 7)
•

The Call Committee, co-chaired by Adrienne Glenn (adrienneglenn44@ gmail.com) and Steve North
(stevelauranorth@gmail.com or 301-871-8161) have had a number of meetings and training sessions. They are
working hard!

•

You will be contacted for input as the team develops a profile of our congregation, our mission, and our needs. This
profile will be sent to the synod for the next steps in the process of calling a pastor.

•

Other Call Committee members include Jerry Black, Penny Smith, Dave Lambert, and Lisa Stechschulte. Look forward to hearing from them. Your thoughts and input are important to this process.

TOWN HALL MEETING
•

Saturday, January 15, 10:00 am-Noon, Hospitality Room

•

Come meet with Council and GGT SC members for Annual Meeting discussion. This is a great time to ask questions
and learn about opportunities to become more active in happenings at CELC.

ANNUAL MEETING
•

Sunday, January 30, 10:15 am (between morning worship services)

THANK YOU…
•

To the December 19 Pastor Marv's Reception Committee Chairs: Florence Heacock, Laura North, Richard Czypinski,
Barry Lemley, Vicky Lemley, Eleanor Black, Mary Cummings, Bobby Larsen, Brian Lemley, Suzanne Parrott, Heidi
Clemmer, Cynthia Willkomm, and Jackie Clapp and their teams

•

For bringing wonderful reception food. We had a bountiful, beautiful table.

•

For comments and well wishes, written, spoken and unspoken. It was a heartwarming appreciation event for
Pastor Marv and Trish.

Serving With the Grace of God,
Ingrid Dallaire
(idallaire@aol.com; 301-455-6962)

The Connection
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A New Year—
Year—New Beginnings
(continued from page 1)

gather in community, whether at church, at work, or in
the neighborhood.
We wake up January 1 with a new attitude!
This January also brings a time of transition for our
congregation at Christ Lutheran. We had a wonderful
celebration worship service on December 19, giving
thanks for Pastor Marv and Trish and their 27 years of
ministry with us. Pastor Marv and Trish were surrounded with family and friends, all wishing them well
in their future endeavors. Community partners including Bethesda Cares, Lutheran Social Services of the
National Capital Area, Mi Refugio, the Center for Family Process, representatives from county and national
governments, and our development partners were
also on hand to say thank you to Pastor Marv for his
tireless work in the community on behalf of all God’s
people.
Rev. Timothy Warner, Community Liaison for the African American and Faith Communities—Montgomery
County Executive's Office of Community Partnerships,
shared in the liturgy and communion. He presented a
plaque to Pastor Marv on behalf of County Executive

Isiah Leggett, thanking Pastor Marv for his legacy of
good works and vision for future generations to build
on.
Rev. Richard Graham, Bishop of the Metropolitan
Washington DC Synod, ELCA, presided at communion
and brought remarks on behalf of the synod. We certainly echo what he had to say about Pastor Marv’s
kind heart!
As Pastor Marv shared in his farewell sermon, we as a
people of God are on a ship, God’s church, sailing into
the future. Captain Marv has equipped us with the
tools and knowledge to keep this ship moving in the
right direction, following the path God has set out for
us.
One of our resident expert Navy men, Gene Saylor,
shared a traditional Naval farewell, in keeping with
Pastor Marv’s theme: May he be blessed with fair
weather and following seas. Fair winds make for a
calmer journey; following seas help move you along
the way.
That farewell blesses Pastor Marv as he retires from
full-time ministry. It also blesses us as a CELC community as we move forward. Yes, this is a time of change.
There is a time for everything under the sun, as we
read in Ecclesiates. As a faith community, we rest in
the assurance that God has a plan for CELC and that
Pastor Marv has captained this ship and is ready to
turn over the helm to the next captain.
We will find satisfaction in all our toil, for this is the gift
from God.

New Beginnings
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Blessings,
Laura North
Minister of Children and Families

Pastor Marv’s Farewell Sunday

Thank you, Pastor Marv and Trish, for your 27 years
of ministry with us here at CELC. Godspeed as you
move on to new adventures and opportunities!

Rev. Timothy B. Warner, Community Liaison
for the African American and Faith Communities for the Montgomery County Executive's Office of Community Partnerships,
presents a proclamation to Pastor Marv.

To honor Pastor Marv, a generous gift is being
made to Mi Refugio, a mission school in Guatemala
that CELC has supported for many years. Thank you
all for your contributions.

The Connection
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
Sunday Morning Faith Formation Opportunities

Jesus Loves Me!
Please join us every Sunday at
10:20 for a fun-filled opportunity
to learn about how much Jesus
Loves Us!
Our Sunday morning adventure
for kids ages 3-7
teaches children
the timeless truths
of the Bible in a
way that engages
and excites kids!
We help children
know, love, and
follow Jesus in a
fun way.
We gather at 10:20 upstairs for a
time of singing, sharing, and learning all about Jesus’ love for us!
Laura North, minister of children
and families (301-652-5160 or
laura@heartmindsoul.com) will be
sharing her love for Jesus with the
children.

Godly Play

HeadHead-toto-Heart

Godly Play teaches elementary
aged children (grades 2-5) the art
of using religious language—
parable, sacred story, silence and
liturgical action—helping them
become more fully aware of the
mystery of God’s presence in their
lives.

You are invited to participate in
the fun-filled (and frequently educational) Head-to-Heart sessions
every Sunday morning from 10:20
to 11:00 in the hospitality room.

Godly Play is an approach of faith
formation and spiritual direction
for children that is rooted in the
liturgical practice of the Christian
faith. It encourages the child’s
journey of becoming aware of
God’s presence and the acquisition of religious language. Godly
Play is inspired by Biblical storytelling and the Montessori method of
education, as interpreted by author, teacher and Episcopal priest,
Jerome W. Berryman.
Deborah and Dave Lambert are
sharing Godly Play with our older
elementary school aged children.

We have fun using music, game
shows, skits, PowerPoint presentations, and more to open dialogues
about faith in a dynamic way.
This fall we will be experiencing
the New Testament.
If your age is
between 11
and 111 and
you desire to
grow, you
meet the
qualifications
to join us on
Sundays. If you have any questions, contact Steve North
(stevelauranorth@
gmail.com).

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Christ Jesus…)
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)
Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (service)
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (worship)

… Developing families of faith
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Call Committee Update
The Call Committee has already begun the first phase
of the call process. We need to define who we are and
what we are looking for in our spiritual leader. For this
profile phase, call committee members are interviewing people in our church. These interviews will continue until the beginning of February. Your participation during this phase is important and key to selecting
the best match for us.
To ensure confidentiality and encourage participation,
the individual responses will only be known by the call
committee members. The committee will work during
February to collate and consolidate the responses to
create the profile of our church. The Synod will receive
our profile when it has been prepared and use this
information to match a set of prospective pastors to

our needs and dreams. Hopefully by summer, the call
committee can then begin the next phase to research
and interview these candidates.
As you can see, this is an aggressive schedule, especially during this busy season. Although the information must be confidential, the congregation will continue to be informed of the call process and will be
kept up to date on the progress we are making.
Adrienne Glenn
(adrienneglenn44@gmail.com)
Steve North
(stevelauranorth@gmail.com)

Guiding Star
Child Development Center
Hello CELC partners,
It’s December and the year is coming to a close! I can’t say enough
how time flies, especially when
you’re having fun. December is
always an entertaining month for
the children and staff as there is
much to celebrate and to give
thanks for.
Our centers have enjoyed hosting
our families for Christmas parties.
In fact at the Preschool Center (in
CELC aka GS2), Ms. Sandy and Ms.
Carla felt ambitious and put together a Christmas concert. The
children worked hard at remembering their parts, but as things
can go unexpectedly where young

ones are concerned; they did! As
they entered the room on the
stage looking out into the audience filled with their parents,
grandparents, aunts, and uncles,
most of them froze and a few
cried for mom. So, we went with
plan B and had moms join the chorus on stage, and on with the
show we went! It was sweet and
ended with a Christmas story told
by Pastor Marv and Christmas
songs with Laura and Richard.
The Wilson Lane center children
were treated to that Christmas
story and songs earlier in the day.
The children enjoyed their special
visits from Pastor Marv, Laura, and
Richard. Santa made a surprise

stop at the Wilson Lane center,
and he was a huge hit with the
children and adults! The last event
of the year ends 2010 on a great
note, families joining in and building relationships with us and each
other!
Finally, I’m looking forward to the
New Year and all things new that
will come along with it! You will
read all about this past year and
the goals for 2011 in the Annual
Report coming out next month.
Until then I wish you all a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!
Sylvia Moreno
Senior Director

The Connection
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Community Volunteer Opportunities
Martha’s Table
We have the wonderful opportunity to serve dinner to the homeless through Martha’s Table in
Washington, DC. On the third Saturday of every month, a group of
volunteers serves soup, sandwiches, dessert, and drinks to dozens of men, women, and children
out of a mobile soup kitchen van
provided by Martha’s Table.
Please prayerfully consider committing three hours in
the upcoming months. We carpool from Christ Lutheran, leaving the church no later than 4:00 pm and
returning sometime around 7:00 pm. We meet in the
small parking lot off of Glenbrook Road, on the side of
the church building.
We need you to ride along and help serve the food.
Please sign up on the Service Opportunities bulletin
board in the narthex or contact Steve North
(stevelauranorth@gmail.com).

Interfaith Clothing
Center
Join us at the Interfaith Clothing Center,
751 Twinbrook Parkway, Rockville, MD
20851, 11:00 am-1:00
pm, followed by lunch.
We meet monthly.
The Interfaith Clothing Center serves about 14,000
individuals every year. Clients come from all corners of
the County and are young and old, male and female,
single and married, and span all races and religions.
They are working poor, homeless, disabled, immigrants, parolees, and seniors. To volunteer, contact
Deborah Lambert (301-983-5034) or Florence
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
Upcoming Dates: January 8, February 12, March 12,
April 9, May 14, June 11, July 9, August 13, September
10, October 8, November 12, December 10

Together in Mission
“To See Ourselves As Others Do” is the theme of the annual Together in Mission event on Saturday, January 22, 9:00
am-3:00 pm. It will answer questions such as “How can we be friendly but not too friendly?” “What does our church
look like to others?” What are the resources out there to help us?” What’s in it for those of us who have been in the
congregation for years?”
Dr. Amy G. Ogen, Dean and Professor of History of Christianity at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC, is
the keynote speaker. She is the author of God’s Welcome, in which she offers a guide for Christians on why we are
called to be welcoming and how to become more hospitable. Hospitality is more than coffee and treats. As people who
have been welcomed by God, the welcome we extend to others comes first from God. When we welcome others, we
extend God’s welcome.
Together in Mission will be held at Kings of Kings in Fairfax. The cost if $25 per person ($20 for groups of 6 or more).
Registration begins at 8:00; welcome and opening keynote is at 9:00 am; closing keynote and worship begins at 2:00.
Please contact Laura North (laura@heartmindsoul.com or 301-652-5160) if you are interested in attending.
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Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday
morning experience for those
wishing to learn,
experience the
lifestyle of Jesus
Christ in the 21st Century
“challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical,
prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and
supportive fellowship. Sundays,
10:15 am in The Upper Room.
Contact Larry Goolsby (301-9466479; lgoolsby@aphsa.org)

“THRIVE” for women seeking indepth Bible study, meets September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of
each month. Breakfast included. Contact Sanna Solem
(sannasolem@gmail.com; 301-571
-0050)

“Men’s Master Builders” meets
for breakfast and in-depth Bible
study with a focus on men’s issues
at 9:00 am on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month in the Hospitality Room. Contact Ray Albright
(Ray Albright (301-656-5695;
rj.albright2@verizon.net) or Richard Czypinski (240-505-9505; richard@heartmindsoul.com).

“The Table Ministry”—1st Century
table experience, around the Table
of Christ. Build genuine friendships
in and out of CELC, grow spiritually

on every day basis, and respond to
the needs of others. Three-session
series, with meal, in Host Homes.
Contact: Florence Heacock (301452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

“PrayerLife Ministry” meets for
prayer, study and discussion to
grow in deeper and meaningful
prayerlife, sharing, and caring; in
addition to devotionals, meditation, silence, song, contemplative,
healing prayer, and for the nourishment of spiritual life. Contact:
Florence (301-452-2491, flohea@heartmindsoul.com) or
Larry Goolsby (301-946-5034;
lgoolsby@aphsa.org) or Dave Lambert (301-983-5034).

“Taizé Prayer Services”—third
Monday of each month, 7:15 pm,
Hospitality Room.

“Women’s Healing Ministry” —A 12-step, Christian
recovery ministry based
on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as well as fellowship and God’s healing power
to help heal hurts and overcome
personal defects and replace them
with life’s abundance. Contact
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:00 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary
Merrick (301-571-7212)

“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact Alice Daniel (301949-4688)

Prayer Room I is open for prayer
from 8:15 am to noon on Sundays.
Prayer Room II is open for prayer
throughout the week.

Reasons to Join a Small Group:
• You will understand the Bible better in a small group.
• You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family.
• Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
• You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better.
• You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and
work associates.
• You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had!
• You will deepen your understanding of worship.
• You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun

Community—
Community—Getting Connected
In Small Groups
Authors Andy Stanley and Bill
Willits have authored a book
entitled, Creating Community:
5 Keys to Building a Small
Group Culture. Bill Donahue,
Willow Creek Association,
states, “Andy Stanley and Bill
Willits give us a simple process
for a complex challenge—connecting people to transformational community. No hype here, no flash-in-the
pan groups that fizzle in a few weeks. This is a proven
wisdom for promoting deep connections and lasting
change These guys are for real, and so is this material.”
The five keys are (1) People Need Community; (2)
Leaders Need Clarity; (3) Churches Need Strategy; (4)
Connection Needs Simplicity; and (5) Processes Need
Reality. Over the next five months, I will address each
of the five keys in my Connection Small Group Ministry
message and in the monthly Small Group Ministers
Forums.
The first key is “people need community.” We are a

Taizé Prayer Services
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
January 17
February 21
March 21
April 18
May 16
June 20
July 18
Mondays, 7:15-8:00 pm
Sanctuary
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culture craving relationship. The authors tell a story
about stopping at Starbucks for their morning coffee,
and saw a card promoting career opportunities at Starbucks. The card read, “Create Community, Make a difference in someone’s day.” When you work at Starbucks, you can make a difference in someone’s day by
creating an environment where neighbors and friends
can get together and reconnect while enjoying a great
coffee experience.” Starbucks is creating community
and building revenues. How do we do this at CELC?
One of God’s biggest dreams for us is authentic community. Pastor Randy Frazee, author of The Table Ministry, says, “The development of meaningful relationships where every member carries a significant sense
of belonging is central to what it means to be the
church.” I ask you to study and pray in John 17:6-26,
where Jesus teaches us to pray for disciples and His
people to be able to create authentic community.
We, at CELC believe in the second commandment—
“Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.” God has
called the church to create environments where authentic community can take place. With the New Year
of 2011, let us, at CELC, begin and/or continue to connect people to our transformational community.
Florence Heacock
Small Group Minister

Watch for exciting
news in the new year
for the 2011
Backpack Ministry!!

Thrive Women

Spring Table

God’s world and people are experiencing challenging
times, but staying close to His Word, in prayer, experiencing delicious food, warm, fun, and loving fellowship, and being together with others, going out to do
outreach in the community, our lives and lifestyles are
blessed each day, and certainly equips each of us to
weather and live the many challenges and joys.

Table and Neighborhood Life—What is it?

We women, in Thrive, study the Word with joy,
thanksgiving for each other, pray for each other and
for all the chairs in our room to be filled with women.
We help each other to hear and listen to Him, and to
study and learn the teachings of Jesus—we do it together in community.
We meet the first and third
Saturday of each month, September through June, with a
social event in July, and no session in August, as many are busy with many activities.
If you would like to talk with someone in Thrive, have
questions, and/or would like to join us on a Saturday,
please contact Sanna Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com
or 301-571-0050).

Why Neighborhood Life:
Neighborhood Life responds to a fragmented world—
one with declining social ties and lives stretched thin
by
• Demanding work hours
• Long commutes
• Jam-packed schedules
Neighborhood Life is the optimal place for life change
similar to the experiences of the early church where
spiritual development and outreach happened right
where you live
• by building genuine friendships with both CELC
and non-CELC neighbors
• by growing spiritually as a natural part of your everyday life.
• by responding to the needs of others...in your
neighborhood and beyond.
For more information, please contact: Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com, Sanna Solem
(sannasolem@gmail.com), or Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net).

Alpha Marriage Course—Spring 2011

The Marriage Course is designed to build, strengthen, and even mend marriages. It helps married couples learn
practical tools to build a strong and healthy marriages. Over eight evenings, couples have the chance to discuss
important issues often ignored in the rush of daily life. All discussions are private between husband and wife; there
is no group work involved at any stage of the course.
For more information, contact Florence Heacock, Minister of Small Groups, at flohea@heartmindsoul.com.

The Connection
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Fishes, Loaves, and Fleece
Read Matthew 14:13-21 and Luke 9:12-17
In one of Jesus' most memorable miracles, He extends
the meager supply of food on hand until it's enough to
feed an entire crowd of people.
The disciples came to Jesus and asked him to send the
crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy
themselves some food. What kind of hospitality is
that? Jesus said “YOU give them something to eat” so
the disciples made do with what they had: five loaves
of bread and two fish. Jesus blessed the food and
there was more than enough for everybody.
Now for my story. It was Thanksgiving Day in Pittsburgh, PA, and Dee’s sister, Steph, needed a prescription filled for one of her children but she was busy in
the kitchen with Nana. Steph gave Pop the prescription, some money and her bonus card. I needed some
travel size toothpaste so I volunteered to go with my
father-in-law to the pharmacy. When we arrived, we
agreed to meet at the cash register after I found my
toothpaste and Pop had the prescription filled. So off
we went. I found my toothpaste but on the end of the
aisle was a large SALE! sign above a shelf full of fleece
throws. Thinking of Sanna and the CELC Backpack Ministry, I looked more carefully. The sign said $2.99 regular, sale price $1.99, $1.00 off with your bonus card,
you pay only $0.99. What a deal!

Small Group Ministry

I put two under my
right arm, one under
my left arm, picked up
another one with my
right hand, and juggled the toothpaste
and the 5th fleece in
my left. Just then, Pop
came around the corner and said “Dave, WHAT are you doing?” I briefly
explained about the Backpack Ministry and I was buying the fleece throws for the homeless next year. After
paying, the cash register pumped out $6.00 worth of
coupons, five for the fleece and one for my toothpaste.
On Black Friday, Dee and I went to another pharmacy
and loaded up with more fleece throws, using our rebates from the day before. The store manager saw us
with a shopping cart full and said “Boy, you’re going to
be warm this winter!” I proceeded to tell him about
our backpack ministry for the homeless. You, too, can
tell others about all the good things our church does
for others, without using the E-word.
We had seen yet another pharmacy in the same store
chain further up the road near our hotel. We cashed in
more rebate coupons, filling the trunk of Dee’s car
with fleece throws. We were so excited we called
Sanna to tell her the good news! On our last purchase,
we received $7.00 more in coupons and returned
them to Steph along with her bonus card. Back in
Maryland, I saw fleece throws in a department store
for $3.99 up to $12.99. We estimate our average price
in Pittsburgh was about $1.50 each.

Dates to Remember
January 16
February 20
March 20
3:30-4:30 pm
Hospitality Room

Jesus multiplied the fishes and the loaves; and it appears that His blessing also extends to fleece throws
for the homeless. As a popular song on the Christian
radio station says, “we are the hands and feet of Jesus.” In 2011, Lisa Bente is taking over CELC’s Backpack
Ministry from Sanna. Please keep watch for items on
sale throughout the year. Let’s multiply the fleeces,
Bibles and other items that will go into the backpacks
for the homeless next Thanksgiving.
Dave Lambert
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Master Builder’s Men Ministry
We meet at 9:00 am on first and
third Saturday morning each
month. Our next meeting is January 15.

strength for dealing with whatever
we may encounter in the New
Year. So we should be ready to
engage 2011 with enthusiasm.

Happy New Year! Yes, indeed we
should approach the New Year as
a happy flock. For we have just
experienced the foundation for
our year through the Peace, Hope,
Love and Joy of the Advent season. And Advent brings that wonderful promise of Christmas:

As the new year opens we have so
much new and exciting happening
around us in Christ Lutheran
Church. We are inviting a new Interim Pastor; the Call Committee
is at work for inviting later our
new permanent Pastor; we have
elections pending for a new
Church Council; we are preparing
to implement the LMA for our development project approved by
the County Council but currently
under appeal; we see our Guiding
Star day care growing and thriving;
we are activating our 501(c) (3)
Community Services Center to expand our outreach to the community.

“Be not afraid; for behold I bring
you good news of a great joy
which will come to all the people;
for to you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord.” (Luke: 2:10)
Yes, “all the people” includes each
one of us. And he comes as the
“Savior”. He represents all the
peace, hope, love and joy that we
could wish for in our lives and in
the lives of our loved ones and
friends. He is indeed all our

Members of our Men’s Group are
active volunteers in many of these
CELC activities, and we always
seek more men to join us. Our Sat-

urday morning meetings help to
prepare us for these missions and
our daily family activities. We
gather to read a Bible scripture of
the day, discuss it through the
leadership of one of our members
or the Pastor, and pray for understanding, guidance and spiritual
strength. In addition we have the
bonus of fellowship among friends
to share joys, challenges and fun
events in our lives.
For our regular Bible study, conversation and fellowship in friendship we invite one and all to join
the Men’s Ministry at church on
Saturday January 15, 2011 at 9:00
AM. For more information please
contact Ray Albright (301-6565695 or rj.albright2@verizon.net)
or Richard Czypinski (240-5059505 or Richard@ heartmindsoul.com).
Ray Albright

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 30, 2011
10:15 am
(between worship services)

Town Hall Information Session
Saturday, January 15, 2011
10:00 am-Noon

The Connection
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Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
Janice Strunk; Elke Meldau-Womack;
Bobby Larsen; Elizabeth Rugaber; Samantha (Sam) cooper; Lisa Cooper; Janelle
Neubauer; Gene Saylor; Jenn; Michael
Foster; Susan Carlson; Gene Watkins; Dr.
Lindi Wu; Marie-Laure; Phoebe Clater;
Deborah Lambert; John Cole; Cindy
Hines; Irma Ristau; Anne Goeltz; Helen
Schuetze; Oscar Line; David Kappes; Dennis Kerksick; Danny Strunk; Megan
Condon; Christine Weeks; the young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and Jane
Seaks; the ministry of the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the children
undergoing treatment at The Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of
Health and their families and caregivers; the Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project in Zambia.

Jesus, Remember Me! (Taizé)
In the spirit of reconciliation, Taizé services bring us together to
focus on Our Lord and His mercy.

We are offering an informal, upbeat worship service that presents
a powerful combination of music,
message, and media. This is a new
worship opportunity for people
looking to see what worship is all
about or looking for a God connection.
Join us in Luther Hall (entrance off
of Glenbrook Road).
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The third Monday of each month, at 7:15 pm in the Hospitality
Room--a perfect time to make Taizé prayer Ecumenical prayer, and
to invite other Christians! This is an opportunity to participate in
prayer, silence, and song of worship to God. A time I encourage
everyone to bring their Christian and non-Christian friends. The setting for Taizé prayer service is simple—Taizé Cross in the center,
candles around it, meditation readings, songs, and silence… started
to speak in everybody’s hearts! ~ Fr. Valdemar
Due to the nature of Taizé services, interposing simple chants and
silences as in conversation with God, the spirit within us learns to
keep in the presence of God and to unite with Him. When singing,
we talk to God; when in silence, we listen to God. For more information regarding CELC’s Taizé and prayer opportunities, please
contact Florence Heacock at flohea@ heartmindsoul.com.

Sunday

2

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

3

4

5

6

Friday

7

Saturday

1

9:15
Contemporary
10:15
Christian Ed

8

11:15
Traditional

Interfaith
Clothing Center
11:00 -1:00

5:00 pm
Worship

9

10

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

11

12

13

14

Women’s and
Men’s Groups
9:00-10:30 am

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

10:15
Christian Ed

15

Town Hall
10:00 am-Noon

5:00 pm Worship

Martha’s Table
4:00-7:30 pm

16
9:15 & 11:15
Worship
10:15
Christian Ed

17

18

19

20

Taizé Prayer
Service
7:15-8:00 pm

Martha Circle
10:00 am

Council 7:00 pm

Choir 7:30

24

25

21

22

28

29

Connection
Deadline 5 pm

5:00 pm Worship

23
9:15 & 11:15
Worship

26

27
Choir 7:30

10:15
Christian Ed
5:00 pm Worship

30

31

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

January 2011

10:15
ANNUAL
MEETING

Please see page 9 of this newsletter for
small group ministry opportunities
throughout the week!

5:00 pm Worship

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com

Sundays at CELC
9:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

10:15 am

Christian Education/Faith Formation
for children and adults
(see details inside newsletter)

vacancy
Pastor

11:15 am

Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Laura North
Minister of Children & Families
Office Administrator

5:00 pm

Informal Worship with Communion
in Luther Hall

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music
Ji-Na Kim
Organist
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Administrator of Finance

Church Council
Ingrid Dallaire, president
Rob Glenn, vice president
Tim Smith, secretary
June Bradley, treasurer
Marielle Arsac, Rebecca Gambler,
Bobby Larsen, Paula Mathis,
Barry McVicker, Suzanne Parrott,
Lisa Stechschulte,
and George Wenchel

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!
Questions? Please call Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

February Connection Deadline
Submissions for the January issue of The Connection are due
by 5:00 pm on Thursday, January 20. Please email them to
laura@heartmindsoul.com or drop them off in Laura’s office.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

