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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind… Love
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew
22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

Celebrating 80+ Years!
Article by PASTOR KARIS

Hebrews 11:32-38
Hebrews 11:32-38
32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell
it like the prophets— 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions,
34 quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.
35 Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured,
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection.
36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death, they were sawn in
two,[a] they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins
of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— 38 of whom
the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains,
and in caves and holes in the ground.
(continued on page 2)
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Hebrews 11:32-38
(continued from page 1)

Isaiah 53:5 (“With his stripes we are healed”)
and 1 Peter 1:3 (Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we
have been born anew to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” RSV).
He then explained these verses to everyone.

I can't read this Scripture without having
the name of Dietrich Bonhoeffer come
to mind. Dietrich was my first love.
He practiced holding the Bible in one hand
while reading the newspaper in the other.
This was he called, "the confessing church".
He made Scripture come alive by guiding the
present situation. Bonhoeffer actually lived
out what he taught, preached and wrote.

Bonhoeffer had just finished his last prayer
when the door opened and two men in civilian
clothes came in and said: “Prisoner Bonhoeffer.
Get ready to come with us.” Those words
“Come with us” – for all prisoners had come
to mean one thing only – the scaffold.

To escape Nazi rule, Bonhoeffer left
Germany for the United States in June 1939
to study at Union Theological Seminary
in New York. Amid much inner turmoil,
he soon regretted his decision.

It was there Bonhoeffer said, “This is the end
but for me the beginning of life.”

He wrote: “I have come to the conclusion
that I made a mistake in coming to America.
I must live through this difficult period in our
national history with the people of Germany.
I will have no right to participate in the reconstruction of Christian life in Germany after
the war if I do not share the trials of this time
with my people… Christians in Germany
will have to face the terrible alternative of
either willing the defeat of their nation in
order that Christian civilization may survive
or willing the victory of their nation and
thereby destroying civilization. I know
which of these alternatives I must choose
but I cannot make that choice from security.”

He was executed by hanging at dawn on April 9,
1945, just three weeks before the Soviet capture
of Berlin and one month before Nazi Germany
surrendered.
Bonhoeffer was a Martyr for our faith.
He was the voice for the voiceless when
it wasn't popular to do so. The word Martyr
(Greek – mártys,) actually means “witness.”

He returned to Germany on the last
scheduled steamer to cross the Atlantic.

Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only
a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.
The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man
who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal
life. (John 12:24-25). He practiced what he
preached and thus my admiration for him.

Bonhoeffer returned and was jailed for
speaking up against the Nazi regime.
He was condemned to death for caring for
those otherwise discarded. On the morning
of Sunday, April 8, 1945, in Flossenbürg
concentration camp his fellow prisoners
asked him to lead them in a worship service.
He prayed and read the verses for that day:

During the 1980's, I studied theology in
Tubingen, Germany, among Bonhoeffer's
remaining friends and colleagues, I learned
I will be called to have a voice like Bonhoeffer
within ministry. I'm not as strong as he must
have been to stand up to powers which resonated hate in his day. I can only pray that I will
have his courage in the days to come.
2

Hebrews 11:32-38
(continued from page 2)

As this is my last column as your interim pastor,
I want to challenge each of you to keep focused
on ministry for the voiceless, the poor, the
"other". Google Bonhoeffer. Read his words.

For more information on Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Please read these book listed below.

As CELC begins another chapter, keep the focus
for speaking up for the voiceless, the poor, the
"other" within our world. Then finding the
strength and focus of what Christ's kingdom is
about, do not to get side-tracked on things that
are not of the kingdom.
All of you are special children of a God that
loves you very much. Please share that love,
no matter how challenging in the days to come.
Stay focused on ministry, being servants for
Christ at all cost.

1937

PK

1939

Sculpture by Edith Breckwoldt,
The ordeal. No man in the whole world can
change the truth. One can only look for the truth,
find it and serve it. The truth is in all places.
citation by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Adult Education Hour: Looking toward a New Year and New Understanding
By Larry Goolsby
The Sunday adult discussion group has spent the fall months continuing our fellowship and learning around
several important books that speak to where we are as a congregation and of course more importantly,
where we want to go as we continue seeking God’s will for our exciting future at CELC and in the Bethesda
community. We finished our study of the book Disappearing Church by Mark Sayers, which described the
decline in traditional church membership and activity yet pointed to many ways to serve a new group of
people who are now seeking truth and relevance in their lives. The book was especially strong in tips on
how to counteract the modern culture of self and how it ultimately doesn’t provide fulfillment, direction,
and meaning – things that we as a Christian church are perfectly poised to address if we will seize the
opportunity.

Recently we’ve moved on to our current book focus, “The Power of Serving Others - You Can Start
Where You Are,” by Gary Morsch and Dean Nelson. Author Morsch is a physician and founder of one
of the top international relief agencies in the country, Heart to Heart International. The book outlines
that no matter where you are in life, no matter what your skills or resources, you can change your own
life and the lives of people in need. All you have to do is start right now, right where you are, with what
you have. Sound familiar?
It should, since the message from Paul in 1 Corinthians 12 is very similar:
4

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.5 There are different kinds of service,
but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same
God at work.
7

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given
through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another
miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking
in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.11 All these are the work
of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
12

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.
For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
13

This powerful teaching reminds us that all of us who follow Jesus have something to contribute and can
carry out God’s work on earth with the talents we’ve been given. Although we’ve just started this book,
we know that sharing our understanding with each other through readings like this, coupled with Bible
study and prayer, can give us the guidance we need to serve others, build up our church, and strengthen
ourselves and our community.
We have several copies of this book on hand and can order more if needed. Please join us for this time
together Sunday mornings and share the gifts you have to serve others. Keep in mind as well the service
opportunities we’ve identified and how these can provide practical channels to directly assist those around
us. We invite you to be with us as we continue this important and exciting journey together. We meet in
the Hospitality Room at 10:15 Sundays, and warmly welcome everyone.
Please contact me with any questions and suggestions at clgoolsby@verizon.net or (301) 946-6479.

We welcome your presence any Sunday!
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Global Food Security Act Passes Congress
After long months of advocacy and policy negotiations, Congress has finally passed the Global
Food Security Act, a landmark food security legislation. A top priority of ELCA Advocacy,
this bipartisan legislation authorizes Feed the Future – a vital global food and hunger initiative, into law.
Feed the Future works to bolster agricultural development, improve nutrition, and stimulate local
economic growth, which in turn helps to reduce poverty. In addition, the Global Food Security Act
strengthens transparency and accountability measures to ensure effectiveness and stewardship.
Together we celebrate this great milestone; for it is because you raised your voices and took action that
we were able to compel Congress to pass this legislation.
"Congress took an historic step by passing the Global Food Security Act, an important piece of bipartisan
legislation that reaffirms the United States’ commitment to ending global hunger, poverty and child
malnutrition. As National Security Advisor, I’ve always considered food security to be not only a security
imperative but also a moral imperative. And as the wealthiest nation on Earth, I believe the United States
also has a moral obligation to lead the fight against global hunger and malnutrition and to partner with
others to do so."
Ambassador Susan Rice, National Security Advisor
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/07/06/congress-passed-global-food-security-act-heres-why-thats-historic

DECEMBER
6 Paula Bobb-Semple
11 Alice Daniel
24 Nathan Sprenger
27 Karu Sooriya
30 Dee Lambert
31 David Lambert
31 Elke Womack

JANUARY
7 Caroline Derringer
19 Tim Smith

If you have not submitted your birthday for our records,
please do so — yellow slips are available in the narthex.
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AN ARTICLE FROM
MELISSA GRAVES, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF GGT
Philippians 1:8
8

God is my witness that I tell the truth when I say that my deep
feeling for you all comes from the heart of Christ Jesus himself.

As we enter this Advent season filled with preparation and anticipation of our celebration of Jesus’
birth, there are a number of other joyous anticipations as well. We await the arrival of Pastor
Summers’ pastoral leadership to continue guiding the congregation through its journey of renewal.
And, as many of you are aware, the long anticipated site plan approval by the Montgomery County
Planning Board was received on November 3. This is one of the final milestones in a very long
journey toward CELC’s vision of remaining in and continuing a legacy of service to the Bethesda
community. As the congregation nears its final considerations in the coming months, GGT’s
role will be to provide as much information as possible to inform your decisions – both through
data and feedback from the community. As there is much anticipation within CELC about what
the new building can mean for its worship life, growth, and outreach; the community as well is hopeful
about what this effort will bring. With development in Bethesda continuing at a brisk pace and

with our nation divided in so many ways, the need for a place where neighbors can come together
to be connected in meaningful ways and pursue service to others is clearer than ever.
I can hardly think of a better witness for Christ.
In peace and service,
Melissa Graves, Graceful Growing Together
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NEXT POTLUCK GATHERING
January 21, 2017 @
Lord of Life Lutheran Church
(Fairfax Campus)
Join us on Saturday, Jan. 21st from 5:30 - 8pm with fellowship, food, singing, and a 4th day
talk.
We will start the evening with social time, then join together for a wonderful potluck dinner.
Please bring an entree, side dish or dessert that will serve 10 to 12. After we dine, we'll hear a
4th Day talk and have discussion about it before ending our evening.
There will be first-rate food, fantastic fellowship, marvelous music, and sensational singing.
You will be able to connect with your brother and sister cursillistas you haven't seen in a
while. Musicians should bring your instruments.
Location & Directions
Lord of Life Lutheran Church
5114 Twinbrook Road, Fairfax, VA 22032
Church website: http://www.lordoflifeva.org/
If you would have any questions about the Ultreya, please email Rainbow's Fourth Day
Coordinator, KP Reed.
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O Lord, we thank thee for our daily bread.
May it strengthen and refresh our bodies!
And we pray thee, nourish our souls with
thy heavenly grace through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

Jeremiah 29:12 In those days when you pray, I will listen.

Prayer Corner

Prayer

Our prayer list…

Prayer an object of worship,
or a spiritual entity through deliberate
communication. Prayer can be a form
of religious practice, may be either
individual or communal and take place
in public or in private. It may involve the
use of words or song. When language is
used, prayer may take the form of a
hymn, incantation, formal creed, or a
spontaneous utterance in the praying
person. There are different forms of
prayer such as petitionary prayer,
prayers of supplication, thanksgiving,
and worship/praise. requesting guidance,
requesting assistance, confessing sins or
to express one's thoughts and emotions.

Biggi; Dr. Carson Schneck; Jeane To Thanh Hien;
Marie-Laure Arsac-Shea; Martin Rimestad;
Chemayne Larsen; Leif Hansen Family; June Childs,
Bernice Lewis family; Wilma Christ family;
Dr. Gertrude Haugan; Patricia Nuzum; Dallaire
Family; Elke Womack; Gracy George, Mr. P.V.
George, Ernest Yambot; Tom Parrott, husband of
Suzanne Parrott; Oscar Line; The young men of
Nick's Place; The ministry of Mi Refugio in
Guatemala; The children at The Children's Inn at
NIH and their families and caregivers.
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CELC
Community Breakfasts
Join us for a special Community Breakfast
Honoring Pastor Karis Graham
Join us in the Hospitality Room on

Sunday, December 18th, 2016
10:15—11:15 a.m.
for a special community breakfast honoring Pastor Karis Graham.
This will be a potluck breakfast.
Look for e-mail with more
details. Contact Ingrid Dallaire at 301-455-6962 with any questions.
If you would like to bring a food item to share,
Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org)
Cards and notes for Pastor Karis are welcomed., and can be mailed to the
church or brought to the event.

Upcoming Dates:
January
February
March

Time:

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.christlutheranbethesda.org
9

15th
19th
19th
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Martin Luther Beer & Marching Society
at Growler’s Restaurant & Brewery in Gaithersburg
at 6:30 PM on Monday 12 December
“I went on a diet. I stopped drinking beer and cut back on my food, and in two weeks
I lost fourteen days.” - Joe. E. Lewis
Well, with Thanksgiving behind us and Christmas coming soon, we certainly want to ensure that we
do not lose any time in enjoying the friendly fellowship, fine food and excellent craft beers that are so
much a part of the Martin Luther Beer & Marching Society! Therefore, be it resolved that the
MLB&MS will gather at Growler’s in Gaithersburg at 6:30 PM on Monday 12 December and make
best use of our time, to say nothing enjoying the fine beers... Please come, and bring a friend to enjoy the fellowship and holiday spirit.
Prosit!
Herr Biermeister
13

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE OF

PRAYER and LOVE
As our faith community (CELC) prepares to celebrate the Birthday of Jesus on December 25, 2016,
we will also celebrate the ministry, service, and life of Pastor Karis Graham, and on January 1, 2016,
CELC will welcome Pastor Kendall Summers. I bring you a message of prayer and love for Pastor Karis,
Pastor Summers, all in our CELC family, CELC staff and leaders, loved ones near and far, and our neighbors.
Galatians 5:22-23 teaches us of ``…love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control. During this Advent Season and celebrating the new life in our Savior, Jesus Christ, I ask for
everyone to be in prayer for Pastor Karis, Pastor Summers, CELC staff, Council, leaders, and all congregants,
and our neighbors.
Pray for all to pray, meditate, grow, and minister with Galatians 5:22-23…” But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no
law. And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit,
let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.”
As 2016 comes to a close and a New Year opens, let us be in prayer together, to close with prayer and open
with prayer with “Great Love.” In a time when our secular culture has immense challenges for His people,
it is important for us, as a faith community, to be His people to pray for the development of a “love attitude”
for other people.
As a grandmother, I can think of hundreds of ways to teach our grandchildren to love, but more importantly,
for each of us to pray they will “grow to love” as their compassion and understanding of others expands.
Only God can help them to achieve this deeply needed characteristic. Paul, the apostle, said “Love is patient,
love is kind… It always protects, always trust, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.”
(1 Corinthians 13:4, 7-8). Let’s pray for our families, children, grandchildren, and neighbors and pray all will
personally learn, experience, and demonstrate His great love, the “love” Paul teaches. Father, we love because
God first loved us. You are the epitome of love. As the Creator, You placed the “love capacity” in our hearts
with which to love. In turn, please help all of us, our children and grandchildren, and neighbors, near and far,
to know, feel, understand, and express this kind of pure love.
Author, spiritual leader, and teacher, Corrie ten Boom writes in her book ``Each New Day’’, for July 17
meditation, ``The greatest thing one person can do for another is to pray for him. Prayer wins victories,
any other service we perform is simply reaping the results of prayer. ‘Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all
prayer supplication.’ (Ephesians 6:18). Father, we can personally reach so few people, but through prayer
You have allowed us to help even those whom we will never see here on earth. Thank You for this important
means of accomplishing Your work.’’
I close this message with another of Corrie’s delightful, daily, prayer meditations, “A mother saw her little boy
sitting in a corner of the room, saying, ‘ABCDEFG…’. ‘What are you doing?’ she asked. ‘Mom, you told me
I should pray, but I have never prayed in my life and I don’t know how. So, I gave God the whole alphabet and
asked Him to make a good prayer out of it.’ That boy understood a little bit of what Paul says in Romans 8:26,
``...that the Holy Spirit Himself helps us to pray.’’ Yes, He prays in us. ``…we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.” (Romans 8:26)
Lord, what a joy that you do the job, and together with You, we are able to pray and to live for Your honor.
Florence Heacock
Council President
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On Sunday, November 20, 2016, CELC held a Congregational Meeting to decide important issues on two
subjects. First, a motion was presented to the congregation ``to authorize proceeding with the Construction
Document (CD) Phase and expenditure for up to $900,000 for architectural, consulting engineering, and
associated fees.’’ This motion, which passed, will allow key next steps in our redevelopment work. These
steps will include Council obtaining further information so that we can make final decisions in the next few
months on the cost and size of the building.

Second, a motion to call Rev. Kendall B. Summers as our part-time Term Call pastor beginning on January 1,
2017, and ending on December 31, 2019. Pastor Summers has extensive experience as a pastor, and, also, is a
practicing attorney in family law. There was an accompanying motion to set the terms of Pastor Summers’
compensation package. Both motions were passed. Pastor Summers also delivered the message at both
worship services on November 20, 2016.
In the past couple of months, Council, DSC, GGT, CELC’s Financial Consultant, and Architect have been
in meetings and discussions, and are continuing this work regarding the size/scope of the building and the
projected costs of any size of the building. Council has been and is working with everyone, so we, the
Council, will be as financially responsible as possible to CELC's congregants and our Lord for the very best
size/scope of CELC's building. We are delighted to welcome Pastor Summers to CELC in January 2017.
We praise and thank God for bringing her to us at CELC. We ask all CELC members to keep her in prayer
as she joins us.

We give thanks and praise to God for Pastor Karis Graham’s excellent ministry, service, teaching, grace,
and love to CELC during 2016. She has challenged and grown us as a faith community and as leaders of
CELC, which we shall always be truly grateful. We ask all CELC members to keep her prayer as she continues her work in ministry and public service.
Please continue to keep in prayer CELC’s leadership’s work for our building project and for good decisions
as we move forward.
In Christ’s service and loved,
Florence Heacock and Larry Goolsby
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GROUP FROM CELC SERVED DINNER AT
NIH CHILDREN'S INN ON
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17th

On Thursday Nov 17, our team from Christ Lutheran prepared, delivered and served a meal
to the children and families at the NIH Children's Inn. The dinner itself was served from 6 - 8
pm at the Children's Inn. The menu was a taco bar with all of the fixings and jumbo cookies
for dessert. Secondly, we conducted a Food Drive for their pantry, and they were very grateful. Thank you for your generosity toward this endeavor.

A PIC FROM OUR ANNUAL
THANKSGIVING EVE DINNER
Wednesday, November 23rd, 2016
(10 out of 12 who were present)
Photograph taken by Sanna Solem
& one visitor not in pic

17

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles,
and joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships,
and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are
respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through
the love and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.
“Challenging Lifestyles”
—A dynamic Sunday morning experience for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ
in the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual,
nurturing, and supportive fellowship.
Sundays, 10:15 am in The Upper
Room. Contact Larry Goolsby:
301-946-6479; or
clgoolbylsby@verizon.net
“THRIVE” for women
seeking in-depth
Bible study, fellowship, fun, outreach
ministries meets
September-July, normally on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays, at 9:00-10:30 am
of each month. Breakfast included.
Contact Sanna Solem at:
sannalsolem@gmail.com
or 301-571-0050

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship.
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer
Services and prayer study. Contact
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)







“Men’s Master
Builders”
A few years ago,
CELC had a growing
and active men’s
small group/bible study.



Several men
of CELC have lost their
men’s small group –
are there a few guys
out there who are interested in facilitating/
participating in a
“men’s small group”? If so, please
talk with Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email




Mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

Reasons to Join a
Small Group:
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You will understand the
Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel
like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more
meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle
times of crisis, change, and
stress better.
You will have a natural way
to share Christ with friends,
relatives, and work
associates.
You will develop leadership
skills you never knew you
had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship,
laughter, and fun.

Guiding Star
Child Development
Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center
provides exceptional child development
services in a safe, nurturing Christian
environment. Our philosophy: Safety is
essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.

FAITH FORMATION
FOR CHILDREN

We offer child care in Bethesda:
8011 Old Georgetown Rd
For more info, call 301-656-9003.

Age 3 – Elementary School Age

CELC’s Sunday School
takes place
every Sunday
at 10:15 am
Beginning Sunday, September 11th, 2016

The church of the first century
was incredibly dynamic and
flexible. Communities of Jesus
followers met together in their
homes, learning and growing
together by meeting one
another’s needs. That early life
of the Fellowship of Believers is described in Acts 2:41-47.

Contact Judy at mish2t@gmail.com

Over the years and through the centuries, Christians
have continued to find that the best way to experience
true Christian fellowship is in a small group.

It’s a place where you can come to give and receive ideas,
help, and encouragement. It’s a place where you're part
of a group that's seeking to grow in their faith just as you
are; a group that will be with you through your struggles
and rejoice with you in your triumphs. It's a place where
you usually gain lifelong friends!
Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or you're
a seasoned Christian, you'll be challenged and moved by
participating in a small group.
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Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org
CLC@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Pastor Karis Graham
Interim Pastor
Pastor@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Regular Schedule
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

9:15 am

Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator
Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

11:15 am

Karu Sooriya
Finance Administrator

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
Ages 3 thru Elementary School age
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Christopher Koelzer
Organist/Pianist
Chris@ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Church Council
Florence Heacock,
Interim President & Vice President
Larry Goolsby, Secretary
Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer
Farshad Bahari
Don Cuming
Frank Goodyear
Lallitha John
Nathan Sprenger
Church Council meets every
3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm
Church members are welcome to attend
Our church website is now
ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Thursday, December 29th.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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