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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

.

August
2009

ORG

I invite you to join ONE.org and send an invitation to
your friends as well. This is an awesome non-partisan
grassroots movement to end extreme poverty in our
world.
In the United States and around the globe, millions of ONE members have
come together to form a powerful grassroots network of people who care
passionately about the fight against extreme poverty and preventable disease. ONE members affect change through a broad range of actions, from
educating and organizing others in their communities to urging their
elected leaders to support the policies and programs making a concrete
difference in the poorest parts of the world.
A short history of ONE.org
ONE's origins go back to 2002 and the founding of DATA (debt, AIDS, trade
Africa), the anti-poverty advocacy organization with which ONE merged in
2008.
Following their work together during the Jubilee "Drop the Debt" movement, Bono, Bob Geldof, Bobby Shriver, Jamie Drummond and Lucy Matthew joined together in March, 2002 to create a new advocacy organization called DATA (debt, AIDS, trade, Africa). As its name implies, DATA was
created to press the governments of developed nations to do their part in
the fight against extreme poverty in Africa, with a focus on debt relief,
(continued on page 6)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means for
small farmers to make enough money to support
themselves while using the premiums to improve their
standard of living.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered at both worship services, every Sunday morning. We
offer traditional wine and grape
juice. Two crystal chalices are
used; the grape juice will appear white and the communion wine will appear dark red. If you would like more
information about communion, contact Pastor Marv.

THE TABLE MINISTRY
Why The Table and Neighborhood Life? Neighborhood
Life responds to a fragmented world—one with declining
social ties and lives stretched thin by… demanding work
hours, long commutes, jam-packed schedules…
Neighborhood Life is the optimal place for life change
similar to the experiences of the early church where
spiritual development and outreach happened right
where you live… by building genuine friendships with
both CELC and non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a natural part of your everyday life; by responding
to the needs of others in your neighborhood and beyond.
Contact Sanna Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com; 301571-0050); Florence Heacock (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com); Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479;
goolsbyl@comcast.net).
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Here’s what’s available:
• pillow packets (pre-ground) of
Regular (Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each pillow
packet makes one pot (about 64
oz) of coffee ($2)
•

a variety of whole bean and ground
regular and decaf coffees ($7 for 12
-oz pkg; $8 for 16-oz pkg

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@juno.com).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to
greet worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up,
speak to George Wenchel or email him at
george.wenchel@verizon.net.

CELC Celebrates
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Bethesda-Chevy Chase is celebrating its 75th Anniversary this year.
We have created many memories
since 1934 and are creating many
more to celebrate in the future.

laire@aol.com), Richard Czypinski
(richard@heartmindsoul.com) or
Laura North (laura@heartmindsoul.com)

To help honor our rich heritage, a
75th Anniversary Committee is being
formed. Ingrid Dallaire is the chairperson, and Dottie Davis Hofstad is
the honorary chairperson. If you
would like to plan/participate in our
celebration events or have ideas /
memorabilia, contact Planning Committee members Dottie (301-5989657), Ingrid (301-455-6962 or idal-

Save the date: On Sunday, December 7, we will celebrate our anniversary with special worship followed
by a reception.

Update:

As part of our celebration, we will
set up a history display in the colonnade. Please bring your pictures and
memorabilia to the display. Look for
collection buckets in the narthex or

drop them off at the church office
to Laura North’s attention. Please
clearly mark any items you are
sharing with your name and
whether you’d like them returned
to you.

See Pages 10-12 for an update on our development and more pictures of our proposed building.
The Connection
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
Help Kids Choose Solutions
When a child runs into a problem, often the most efficient solution at the time is for the parent to solve the
problem. But that isn't always what's best for the
child. When troubleshooting a problem with your son
or daughter you may want to offer several alternatives
by saying, "Let's think of ways other people might
solve this problem."
Depending on your child's responsiveness at the moment, you may want to share the worst alternatives
first. This gives the child the opportunity to reject
some of the poorer suggestions before the good ones
come. As you share each alternative, help your child
anticipate the consequences. After sharing a possible
solution ask, "What might happen if you do that?" or "I
wonder if _____ might happen if you do that?" Anticipating consequences helps your child learn to think
through each alternative carefully.
After you've given your suggestions, let your child
solve the problem. After all, it is his or her problem. As
much as possible, avoid solving problems for children
that they can solve for themselves. When faced with
available alternatives children may not want to make
any choice. Life is hard. The possible solutions may all
look bleak.

You may ask, "What are you going to do now?" or
"Which one of these choices seems like the best one
for you?" Then allow the child to think about the situation. Once your children realize that the solution is up
to them, they are more apt to take responsibility for
choosing a response.
Keep in mind that sometimes children don't want any
of the available solutions and therefore resort to complaining. Complaining takes place in two ways along
the process here. First, children bring us problems by
complaining sometimes and then other times children
complain because they don't like any of the available
alternatives. Complaining is focusing on a problem
without acknowledging or taking responsibility for the
solution. Complaining is unacceptable.
Don't take responsibility for a child's problem when
the child just wants to focus on the negative. Encourage your children toward solutions, but leave the responsibility in their hands.

This parenting tip comes from the book, Home Improvement, The Parenting Book You Can Read to Your
Kids Dr. Scott Turansky and Joanne Miller, RN, BSN.

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Christ Jesus…)
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)
Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (service)
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (worship)

… Developing families of faith
4
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Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
WANTED: FINKS

Description: Anyone adult or teen can be a FINK
Reward: Fun, Learning, Sharing
We are organizing the 2009-2010 Faith Inkubator (FINK) sessions for adults and teens. You can
be a team member if you have any talent such as talking, acting, clapping, laughing, reading,
pointing and clicking, or playing. You can be a participant by attending sessions during the
education hour on Sunday morning. Joy, education, and relationships are guaranteed benefits
of any level of participation.
Please contact Steve North (stevelauranorth@gmail.com or 301-871-8161).

The Connection
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ONE.org
(continued from page 1)

Martha’s
Table

AIDS treatment and prevention and reform of unfair trade rules. DATA also
advocated for increased democracy, accountability and transparency in government so civil society in poor countries had a greater say in how those resources were deployed.
In 2004, DATA and ten other leading antipoverty organizations (Bread for the
World Institute, CARE USA, International
Medical Corps, International Rescue Committee, Mercy Corps, Oxfam America,
Plan USA, Save the Children, World Concern, World Vision) joined together to
create a new, non-partisan campaign to mobilize a movement of Americans
from all walks of life in the fight against extreme poverty and preventable
global disease. ONE was launched at a kick-off event in Philadelphia in May,
2004 attended by faith leaders, heads of leading anti-poverty organizations,
celebrities, African activists and policymakers from the right and left.
In 2007, ONE and DATA decided to join their complementary strengths into a
united global anti-poverty organization, and in January 2008, they formally
merged under the name ONE. The new ONE combines DATA's high-level global advocacy and policy
depth with ONE's grassroots mobilization expertise.
Like its predecessors, ONE's mission is to fight extreme poverty and preventable disease in the poorest places on the planet, particularly in Africa,
where the challenges are the greatest.

Direct Engagement with Policy Makers
ONE works directly with politicians and policymakers at the top of government in the U.S. and across the G8, urging them to support effective, proven
methods for tackling poverty and preventable disease in the world's poorest
countries.
As an example of how direct engagement complements grassroots mobilization, during the 2008 presidential election, while grassroots activists were
talking to both candidates on the stump, ONE's policy staff was sharing information with the candidates' staffs on the programs making a difference on
the ground and what more would be needed to accelerate the pace of progress.
This is an opportunity to put your faith into action. Join today!!!!
Pastor Marv
6 The Connection

We have the wonderful opportunity to serve dinner to the homeless through Martha’s Table in
Washington, DC. On the third Saturday of every month, a group of
volunteers serves soup, sandwiches, dessert, and drinks to dozens of men, women, and children
out of a mobile soup kitchen van
provided by Martha’s Table.
Please prayerfully consider committing three hours in the upcoming months. If you are already participating in this ministry, spread
the word to your friends and coworkers about your experience.
We carpool from Christ Lutheran,
leaving the church no later than
4:00 pm and returning sometime
around 7:00 pm. We meet in the
small parking lot off of Glenbrook
Road, on the side of the church
building.
Steve North is a trained driver;
please consider becoming a backup driver for us. We also need you
to ride along and help serve the
food. Please sign up on the Service
Opportunities bulletin board in the
narthex or contact Steve North
(stevelauranorth@gmail.com).

Faith in Action
Christ Lutheran Church will be participating in the National Faith in Action
Sunday on October 11.
Faith in Action focuses a congregation's attention on local, national, and
global needs and also on God’s heart for service. The Faith in Action campaign was started more than a decade ago by World Vision, Zondervan,
and Outreach.
We will have the opportunity to choose from many servant projects that
day. We will be out in the community, sharing God’s love in practical ways.
It’s been said that the unchurched don’t care about what Christians know
until they know that Christians care.
We have many outreach projects that we already participate in throughout
our community and county, including the Interfaith Clothing Center, Martha’s Table, The Backpacks for Homeless ministry, and The Children’s Inn.
Faith in Action provides the opportunity for us to continue our outreach
into the community and invite others to work along side with us—our
friends, co-workers, and neighbors.
Watch for more details in the coming weeks. For now, mark your calendars
for October 11—it’s an event not to be missed!
(www.putyourfaithinaction.org)
Contact Laura North (laura@heartmindsoul.com or 301-652-5160) for
more information.

James 2:14-18, 26
14

Dear brothers and sisters, what’s the use of saying you have faith if you
don’t prove it by your actions? 15 Suppose you see
a brother or sister who
needs food or clothing, 16
and you say, “Well, goodbye and God bless you;
stay warm and eat well”—
but then you don’t give
that person any food or
clothing. What good does
that do?
17

So you see, it isn’t
enough just to have faith.
Faith that doesn’t show
itself by good deeds is no
faith at all- it is dead and
useless. 18 Now someone
may argue, “Some people
have faith; others have
good deeds.” I say, “I can’t
see your faith if you don’t
have good deeds, but I will
show you my faith
through my good deeds.”
26

Just as the body is dead
without a spirit, so also
faith is dead without good
deeds.

The Connection
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Guiding Star
Child Development Center
Hello CELC Family,
Summer has proven to be filled
with fun and excitement!! Our
summer program is off to a great
start. The preschool programs
have been busy going on field
trips. We have been to Rock Creek
Nature Center, where we saw several animals which included turtles, fish and even horses. While
we were there we also had a terrific picnic in the park.
We also had a fieldtrip to Whole
Foods located on River Road.
There we had a great tour of the
store and sampled many different
kinds of foods. Of course, our favorite stop was the bakery, where
we had yummy cupcakes!

We have one more field trip
scheduled for this month, which
will be to the Petsmart store on
Wisconsin Avenue. We look forward to learning all about taking
care of pets and I will tell you all
about it next month!

OPEN HOUSE DATES:

Summer has also proven to be
very busy. We have been conducting tours of the sites on a
daily basis and we look forward
to increasing the number of children within the next couple of
months. Well I look forward to
sharing more of the good news
from Guiding Star with you next
month!

Wednesday, September 8
10:00-12:00

Wednesday, August 19
10:00-12:00
Friday, August 21
6:00-7:30

Friday, September 10
6:00-7:30

Sincerely,
Yokechia Holmes

News About
Members
Our Bible study is on summer break. Look for more
information soon as we resume our study this fall!
If you have any questions or ideas for the Young Adults
ministry, please contact Lisa (lisasteck@gmail.com) or
Rebecca (rsg1107@aol.com).
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The office staff would appreciate your help! If you have
any news about current or former members, please
share it with us. This includes updates on moves, health
issues, etc. Please contact the church office at 301-6525160 or email Laura at laura@heartmindsoul.com.

Annual Community Festival
Sunday September 13, 2009
12:30-2:30 pm
A day full of fun, food, family, friends and games!
A great event for all ages!
Volunteers wanted. Participants needed!
Invite family, friends, and neighbors to share in the fun.
Games outside; ministry information and food inside.
Sign-up sheets available on the table in the narthex.
Contact Laura North at laura@heartmindsoul.com
for more information.

GGT Development Update
On Sunday July 19, CELC held another in a long series
of Congregation Town Hall Meetings to bring everyone
up to date on development plans. Building on previous
sessions, at the meeting GGT Steering Committee
members provided a recap of the CELC Council approved re-design concept plans and goals that were
shared with the congregation on March 15. The team
also provided an update of key activities since that
date that have included:
• Local Map Amendment (LMA) team’s work to finalize the revised plans
• Updated Hearing Examiner and opposition requested exhibit filings and timelines
• Short and long term status updates on our developer and financial partners
• Reports on a variety of development related community meetings

MCPS driven moratorium matters
Detail review of the architectural design by Michael Foster of MTFA and Don Cuming of our Steering
Committee

•
•

Remand Filing
On June 8, 2009 our land use legal firm of Linowes and
Blocher filed the revised LMA rezoning application on
our behalf with the Hearing Examiner, Park and Planning, opposition and others. Additional requested exhibits were filed on July 15. As advised, this is a result
of the conflicting Park and Planning September 2007
approval recommendation and Hearing Examiner December 2008 denial recommendation and the subsequent District Council Remand Order of February 3,

Aerial view of new building. Old Georgetown Road runs across the bottom of picture.
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GGT Development Update
2009. A few representative
exhibits of the refilling are
shown and described as attached.
While many additional fine
tuning details have been
added over the past few
months, the final plan is what
our team shared in concept at
the March Congregation Town
Hall Meeting. In addressing
comments and suggestions
from the Hearing Examiner’s
12/15/08 report, the proposed
LEED Silver integrated church
and community center shows
a reduction of over 10,000 sf ft
or 16% from the previous
separate existing church plus
the new community center
design—but with no reduction
in the 2006 Vision Workshop
program requirements that
were reconfirmed by CELC
Council on 2/11/09. The adjacent residential building will
also provide a number of new
improvements. These will result in a significant capital expense reduction, ongoing operating cost savings, improved
functionality as well as a very
tangible environmental statement.
In additional to the congregation’s approved requests, the
full team has listened carefully
to make sure, to the extent
that they are possible, that
these revisions reflect all Park
and Planning Staff and Board,
Hearing Examiner and
neighbors previous concerns
and approvals, as well as

growing positive community and
county input.
Description of Architectural Design
The proposed buildings have been
architecturally designed to establish a traditional two-story masonry base for the site, honoring
its heritage while respecting the
context of the surrounding residential neighborhood. Above the
traditional base, the new buildings
step back, and reflect the individual character of the open and
modern church/community center
and the high-quality masonry and
glass residential building.
The new church entry is now
handicap accessible and more orienting by establishing the main
entry at street level grade with an
integrated steeple structure. It
provides a welcoming expression

with an open tower that is designed to create a recognizable
landmark steeple and cross. The
integrated steeple is designed to
be compatible with the building
form and expression using the
same steel and glass fenestration
as the façade of the church community center. The entry provides
a clear identity while not overwhelming the site or the adjacent
neighboring structures.
The primary materials will be high
quality detailed masonry base,
with lighter color masonry and
glass façades for the residential
building and more open and light
filled glass and steel enclosure for
the church and community center.
The glass and steel will provide
natural light on the south side and

(continued on page 12)
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GGT Development Update

View of new building as seen driving south on Old Georgetown Road.

(continued from page 11)

provide privacy and shade on the north. Attractive
landscaping and open gardens will delineate the transition between the street edge, the corner plaza, and
the garden courtyards of the project. The transition of
scale and context is fully compatible with high quality
residential areas in a transit oriented community by
achieving increased setbacks above the masonry base,
and significantly increasing the open green space and
distance exceeding the setback proportions from adjacent houses.
We believe that all major congregation questions on
the redesign were answered at the July 19th Town Hall
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meeting, but please submit any additional questions
on the plans that you would like addressed to
barry_celcor@msn.com, any CELC Council or GGT
Steering Committee member. The CELC Council and
GGT Steering Committee plan congregational and
community meetings to seek further input and will
keep all advised of detail plans.
Submitted by Graceful Growing Together (GGT) Steering Committee—Ray Albright, Don Cuming, Barry Lemley, Andy Masetti, Mark Miller, Tim Smith, and Pastor
Marv Tollefson

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact
Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net;
301-946-6479)
“Head-to-Heart (FINK)” —Anyone
from 11 to 111. Biblical/interactive
teaching with brain-based teaching and changes to the heart. Sundays, 10:15 am in the Sanctuary.
Contact Steve North (301-8718161; steve@sycamore.us)
“Questions of Life” —A course on
Christianity for new, returning,
and mature believers, with prayer,
a DVD/workbook, discussion, fellowship and a meal. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
“Women’s Healing Ministry” —A
12-step, Christian recovery ministry based on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as well as fellowship and God’s healing
power to help heal hurts
and overcome personal
defects and replace them
with life’s abundance. Sunday
nights, 3:00-5:00 pm, The Upper
Room. Contact: Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul; 301-4522491)

“The Table Ministry”—1st Century
table experience, around the Table
of Christ. Build genuine friendships
in and out of CELC, grow spiritually
on every day basis, and respond to
the needs of others. Three-session
series, with meal, in Host Homes.
Contact: Florence Heacock (301452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com)
“Men’s Master Builders” meets
for breakfast and in-depth Bible
study with a focus on men’s issues
at 9:00 am on the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the month in the
Hospitality Room. Contact Steve
Peth (sptopeka@earthlink.net;
301-564-1232) or Tim Bradley (301
-977-0906; tbradley4001@yahoo.com)
“Young Adults”
meet for Bible
study, dinners,
service projects,
and other activities. Contact Lisa (lisasteck@
gmail.com) or Rebecca
(rsg1107@aol.com).

“THRIVE” for women seeking indepth Bible study, meets September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of each month.
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna
Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:00 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary
Merrick (301-571-7212)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact: Alice Daniel (301949-4688)
Prayer Room I is open for prayer
from 8:15 am to noon on Sundays.
Prayer Room II is open for prayer
throughout the week. Contact
Paula Mathis (mathispaula@
cs.com) or Laura North
(laura@heartmindsoul.com)

Reasons to Join a Small Group:
• You will understand the Bible better in a small group.
• You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family.
• Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
• You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better.
• You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and
work associates.
• You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had!
• You will deepen your understanding of worship.
• You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun

Keep on Praying
James 5:13-20 instructs us
in prayer: “Is any one of
you in trouble? He should
pray. Is anyone happy? Let
him sing songs of praise. Is
any one of you sick? He
should call the elders of
the church to pray over
him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.
And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned,
he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each
other and pray for each other so that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and
effective. Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the
land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and
the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its
crops. My brothers, if one of you should wander from
the truth and someone should bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his
way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.”
As a man of faith, James has a passion for prayer. In
this passage he dwells on prayer with three emphases:
when to pray, how to pray, and why pray.
When to Pray (5:13-14)—James tells us to “Pray in all
circumstances.” He writes that prayer is the encompassing instruction, because it is the right course of
action for the full range of life-situations and for any
one in these situations.
1. Pray in times of trouble. James does not specify the
“the kind of trouble.” In times of challenges, trouble,
we might allow the fact of trouble to suggest that God
is uncaring or unknowing or unable to help, and so we
would pray less. Pray more. Trouble is the very time to
pray.
2. Pray in times of happiness. We might allow times of
happiness to make us complacent, and so we would
pray less. Again, the bible tells us to pray more. Happiness is the very time to sing songs of praise.
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3. Pray in times of sickness. When we are ill, we easily
feel defeated in times of sickness. The biblical teaching
is-- something very significant to do—pray. Weakness is
the very time for prayer.
How to Pray (5:14-16)—James proceeds to instruct his
readers in how to pray by isolating four practices for an
effective prayer life.
1. We should call upon the elders of the church for
prayer. This is not at all to diminish the importance of
personal prayer by each Christian. It is to affirm the
value of agreement by the church, for Jesus promised
that agreement among Christians would unleash power
for answered prayer (Matthew 18:19-20; John 15:7-17).
2. We are to pray in the name of the Lord. If the first
practice expressed submission to each other in the
church, this second practice expresses submission to
the Lord himself. In this sense, it is not just a formula
with which to pray but a state in which to be praying:
pray in union with Christ. The promises of Jesus (John
14:13-14; 15:16; 16:23-24) give basis for expecting
great power as we practice the principle of praying in
his name.
3. We are to offer prayer in faith. In 1:6 James told the
person needing wisdom to ask “in faith” not doubting.
He has spent this letter exhorting his readers about the
goodness and purity of God, showing their selfish fighting to be a lack of faith, both unnecessary and evil.
4. We are to pray united as repentant sinners; we
should confess . . . sins to each other and pray for each
other.
Why Pray (5:15-18)—There is a sign that reads, “A
funny thing happens when you don't pray,” followed by
a large, nearly empty space carrying just one word in
small print: “(nothing).” James is certainly convinced
that prayer brings results. Therefore his final way to
encourage his readers to pray is to describe the effectiveness of prayer.
(continued on page 15)

Keep on
Praying
(continued from page 14)

1. The results. The conviction that
prayer will bring results was implicit in 5:13-14. It becomes explicit in 5:15-16 with James’ assurance of four results.
2. The principle: The prayer of a
righteous man is powerful and
effective. James is convinced that
genuine faith will express itself in
righteousness, and the prayer of
genuine faith is the prayer that is
effective.
3. The example: Elijah. The bulk of
5:17-18 is devoted to the basic
facts surrounding one of Elijah’s
prayers: the long drought and the
renewed rain recorded in 1 Kings
17--18. These miracles were undeniably beyond Elijah’s human
power. They were divine answers
to prayer.
In 5:17, James is not wanting
Christians to postpone praying
while they try to attain some level
of perfection or superspirituality.
His foremost emphasis about
Elijah is that he was a man just like
us. James is saying to us to strive
earnestly for the goal of righteousness, but get down immediately to
the business of praying.
James’message in 5:19-20 includes
both the great expectations and
the common availability of prayer.
The mighty power of prayer is for
us!
Florence D. Heacock
Minister of Small Groups

Men’s Ministry
Through August we meet second and fourth Saturday of
the month—August 8 and 22. Come join us at 9:00 am at
Church for better understanding of the Bible through
discussion and fellowship with friends.
In a fast-moving and accelerating world we mere humans seek peace, quiet moments and understanding of
the whirlwind of events and ideas surrounding us. We
seek to understand where we fit in this complex mix of
world and social developments that encompasses us—as
families and as individuals. We seek our spiritual as well
as our spiritual place and purpose. The church and our faith offer the location and the means to find that place and purpose. More concretely, the
Men’s Ministry forum brings friends together to bring that quest into focus
in terms of our daily lives. Come join us. It is a time of fellowship that builds
valued personal ties as we also explore deeper understanding of how Biblical
texts can guide us in our shorter term and longer term paths.
A recent article in the Washington Post called attention to the book written
by the recently designated new director of the National Institutes of Health,
Dr. Francis Collins. His book, “The Language of God,” carries a critical message about how to bridge the scientific reasoning of the physical world with
the moral reasoning of the spiritual world. He argues that these are not conflicting worlds, but rather they are separate worlds. The scientific method
governs the physical world while man is born with inherent moral code of
behavior and ethical reasoning. He also sees the intricate patterns in the
structure of our world environment emerging through scientific investigation
as “sign posts” of a greater power beyond and over our physical world. Man
is the bridge between the two worlds. Perhaps we should read this book to
help us keep our religious bearings in a world of increasingly dynamic technical and physical change.
Recently, we read from Romans, Hebrews, Luke and Philippians to help us
deal with such challenges as frustrations, healthy habits, keeping our lives in
balance, learning self-control through spiritual means, and not giving up as
we pursue our life goals. We anticipate gaining new lessons from coming
readings in Philippians, Luke, 2nd Samuel, Matthew, and Genesis. These
texts will guide us through questions of how to be consistent and persistent
in our spiritual lives, practicing mercy and reconciliation in relationships, taking initiatives, enjoying anticipation and celebrating achievement in pursuit
of our goals.
We welcome all men to our “friends in fellowship.” Remember the time: second and fourth Saturday of the month (August 8 and 22) at 9:00 am at
church. For more information please contact Ray Albright (301-656-5695 or
rj.albright2@verizon.net) or Richard Czypinski (240-505-9505 or richard@
heartmindsoul.com).
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Taizé News—
News—and Lots of It!
As you’ve probably read or heard by now, we are actively under way at CELC with a series of Taizé prayer
and meditation services. Two have already taken
place, on June 11 and July 9, and the monthly fall
schedule has been set (see below). We have also had
two showings in June of an informational Taizé DVD
that explained the origins and philosophy of this powerful method of worship, which began in France at
the village of the same name. If you missed these
showings and would like to see this DVD, please contact me or any of the other CELC members listed below and we will arrange another showing. Also, take a
look at the Taizé web page, http://www.taize.fr/.
Briefly, a Taizé service is a simple time of worship
with silent prayer, meditation, and simple songs with
a brief scripture reading and message by the service
leader. Many find it helpful in disengaging from the
day’s frustrations and busy-ness, and a healing experience for the mind and soul. We invite you to join
us at the services scheduled for this fall; the 2010
schedule will be announced soon. We are currently
planning a service on the third Monday of each
month at 7:15 pm in the Hospitality Room, except
that the December date is the second Monday due to
the Christmas holiday:
September 21 (scripture, Mark 8:34-38)

Peace Pilgrimage:
Is it Time for an
American Taizé?
A Taize Experiment at
Rolling Ridge with
Stefan Andre Waligur
Harpers Ferry,
West Virginia
August 7—
September 7, 2009
“The restoration of the church will come from a new
monasticism which has in common with the old only
the uncompromising attitude of a life lived according
to the Sermon on the Mount in the following of Christ.
I believe it is now time to call people to this.”—
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, A Testament of Freedom
We joyfully invite you to come to the Peace Pilgrimage
at Rolling Ridge, a month long “Taize experiment’
where we will gather together in a daily rhythm of
sung prayer, silence, shared meals, common work,
conversation, reflection, and play.

October 19 (scripture, Hebrews 13:1-3; 5-8)
November 16 (scripture, Matthew 14:15-16)
December 14 (scripture, Matthew 1:18-23)
In addition, you don’t have to wait until September to
participate in Taizé! A group is conducting a “Taizé
Experiment” at Rolling Ridge near Harpers Ferry,
West Virginia, starting in early August. Entitled
“Peace Pilgrimage,” this month-long event is open to
all. Contact the e mail address given in the flyer below
for more details, or contact any of us listed below.
We welcome your questions and suggestions, and
hope that Taizé can become an important means of
enriching your spiritual journey and prayer life.
—Larry Goolsby
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Come for a part of a day, a day, a few days, a week or
more. Bring your own musical instruments to join in
the song. Come alone or with your friends. Come with
your children or your animal friends. All are welcome.
There is no set fee for this time, though we will take up
weekly contributions to help out with the food expenses.
To register email: Bob Sabath at bsabath@rolling
ridge.net or 202-531-7572

CELC Contacts: Larry Goolsby (lgoolsby@aphsa.org)
Sanna Solem (sannasolem@gmail.com)
Deborah and Dave Lambert (301-983-5034)
Florence Heacock at (flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

Women of Thrive
focused on women in the Bible
and their examples and lessons for
our lives. This fall we may continue in that study or follow another path. If you have a suggestion for our Christian study—
maybe a book that has been an
inspirational read for you—we
welcome it.

The women in the Thrive Small
Group Bible Study want to grow in
our understanding of the gifts and
mission God has given each of us.
We also want to grow in numbers.
Please consider joining us.
We meet in the church’s Upper
Room on the first and third Saturdays (9:00-10:30 am) of each
month over food for our bodies (a
little breakfast) and food for our
souls (God’s word and prayer). The
laughter, too, is good for all of us.

ing in this group has enriched my
life. I have enjoyed all aspects of
our fellowship-the Bible Studies,
sharing, companionship, laughter,
caring, and fun. Thank you to all.”

Thrive Sister Ingrid has shared,
“This is my first year in Thrive. Be-

Come and we’ll catch you up on
where we are. This past year we

Alpha Invitation
September 14-20
What is expected of a Washington
DC Alpha Invitation Partnering
Church?
• Prayer Ministry Team
• Networking Team
• Administration or Hospitality
Team
What are the advantages to becoming a Washington
D.C. Alpha Invitation Partnering Church?
• Your church benefits from the Spirit-filled invigoration
that surrounds the preparation for the invitation.
• You will benefit from you name being associated with
the fastest-growing evangelistic ministry worldwide.
• You will benefit from your name being associated with
denominational unity and solidarity.
• Each partnering church can receive up to two Alpha
banners.

For more information, please contact Sanna Solem (301-571-0050;
sannasolem@gmail.com) or Florence Heacock (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
—Vicki Lemley

A Movie…
A Marriage...
“Fireproof”
Movie Night, with a light meal
For more information on the couples movie
night, with light meal, please contact Dee and
Dave Lambert at 301-983-5034.

Contact: Meme McNairy (mememcnairy@alphausa.org)
Washington D.C. Alpha Invitation, Alpha USA, 10520 Main
Street, Fairfax, VA 22030
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Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
The film examines the role
forgiveness can play in alleviating anger and grief, as well
as the physical, mental and
spiritual benefits that come
with forgiveness. It combines
character-driven stories about
the most dramatic transgressions imaginable with other
stories that feel more familiar,
more understandable to the
viewer. The POWER of FORGIVENESS won Best Film
award at the Sun Valley Film
Festival.

Mark Your Calendars….

Women’s Healing Ministry
On break in August; Beginning
September 20, we will meet on
the first and third Sunday of each
month, 3:30-5:30 pm in the Upper Room (flohea@heartmindsoul.com

Interfaith Clothing Center
September 19
November 7
December 5
Saturdays, 11:00 am-1:00 pm,
followed by lunch (flohea@heart
mindsoul.com)
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Jo Schaeffer; Irma Ristau; Darlene Erickson;
Cheryl Davis; Anne Goeltz; Ching Yee; Kechia and
Jarrel Holmes and family; Liz Collins; Helen Schuetze; Greg Mathis; Oscar Line; Nate Kenney; Lyla
Tollefson; David Kappes; Dennis Kerksick; Jonathan England; Lilly and Paul Dymond; Daniel
Smith; Joe Naughton; Danny Strunk; Megan Condon; Christine Weeks; Dr. Matthew and Nancy
Sleeth; Ruby Yoshioka; the young men of Nick’s
Place; Terry and Jane Seaks; the ministry of the
Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the children undergoing treatment at The Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of
Health and their families and caregivers; the Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project in Zambia.

CELC on Facebook
CELC is on Facebook! We have an official Facebook page to help spread the
word about our church and get out the news about all the great things happening here. Anyone can view the page– just copy this link
<http://www.facebook. com/pages/Bethesda-MD/Christ-LutheranChurch/20291809087> or go to our website, heartmindsoul.com and follow
the link on the homepage. If you have a Facebook account, become a fan of
the church’s page! That way you can easily access the page from your own
account and stay connected.
Facebook has quickly grown in popularity
over the last few years, starting as a site for
college students and expanding into a networking site accessible to anyone. People
from all over the world and of all different
ages now use Facebook to stay in touch with friends, plan events, share pictures, and explore whatever interests them. CELC is using the page as another way to stay connected with the congregation and community by sharing information about our mission and vision, upcoming events, and to help
people connect to others also attending CELC. The Page will also help
spread the news to people from outside our immediate community about
the church and ways for them to become involved.
Check out the Page and help us spread the good news about Jesus using a
great new tool! Thanks to Sarah North for setting this up.

Sunday

2

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

3

4

5

6

Friday

7

Saturday

1
Small Group
Ministers—10:30

8
Men’s Group
9:00-10:30 am

9

10

Praise Band 8:00

11

12

13

14

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

9:15
Contemporary

15
Martha’s Table

10:15
Christian Ed
11:15
Traditional

16

17

Praise Band 8:00

18

19

Martha Circle
10:00 am

9:15 & 11:15
Worship

20

21

22
Men’s Group
9:00-10:30 am

Connection
Deadline 5 pm

10:15
Christian Ed

23

24

25

26

27

28

Praise Band 8:00
9:15 & 11:15
Worship

30

31

August 2009

Praise Band 8:00
9:15 & 11:15
Worship
10:15
Christian Ed

Please see page 13 of this newsletter or
the Sunday morning bulletin for small
group ministry opportunities
available throughout the week!
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Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
The Rev. Marvin Tollefson
Pastor

9:15 am
Laura North
Minister of Children & Families
Office Administrator

10:15 am

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music

11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education/Faith Formation
for children and adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Ji-Na Kim
Organist

Mission of The Connection
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Administrator of Finance

Church Council
June Bradley, president
Joan Williams, vice president
Larry Goolsby, secretary
Marielle Arsac, Ingrid Dallaire,
Rebecca Gambler, Paula Mathis,
Barry McVicker, Suzanne Parrott,
Thomas Schulze, Tim Smith,
and Lisa Stechschulte

To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!
Questions? Please call Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

September Connection Deadline
Submissions for the September issue of The Connection are
due by 5:00 pm on Thursday, August 20. Please email them
to laura@heartmindsoul.com or drop them off in Laura’s
office.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

