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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

April
2012

The Mite of Love
We all have different standards,
different ways of weighing out
and determining what is good
and what is bad. Standards of
taste and tastefulness are as varied as there are individuals to
establish them. Yet there are certain standards we can all recognize as high or denounce as low. Awhile back, thanks to Aaron Spelling, we
all learned to recognize what the numbers "90210" meant. 90210 is not just
a zip code. 90210 is a symbol of money, power, prestige and privilege. Beverly Hills is not just an address. Beverly Hills is a lifestyle.
Although we try not to admit it to ourselves, the truth is that today, more
than ever, we are a society that judges everything and everyone according
to monetary value. We assume that if something costs a lot, it must be
good -- if another version costs even more, it must be better. That is why
when some colleges have raised their tuitions, their enrollments swelled. If
it costs more, it must be better.
Whatever happened to the beauty of simple gifts, the dignity of small gestures, the grace to appreciate good will and good wishes? What is with this
demand for the grand and ostentatious? Supersize, superabundance, and
superfluous make up today's "standards."
(continued on page 4)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!
New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the
grape juice is white and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like more information about communion, contact Pastor Jon.

FAIR TRADE COFFEE
Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means for
small farmers to make enough money to support
themselves while using the premiums to improve their
standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:
 pillow packets (pre-ground) of
Regular (Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each pillow
packet makes one pot (about 64
oz) of coffee ($2)
 a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf coffees ($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16oz pkg and decaf)
To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com).

Find us on facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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THE TABLE MINISTRY
Why The Table and Neighborhood Life? Neighborhood
Life is the optimal place for life change similar to the
experiences of the early church where spiritual development and outreach happened right where you live…
by building genuine friendships with both CELC and
non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a natural
part of your everyday life; by responding to the needs
of others in your neighborhood and beyond.
If you would like to participate in a Table group, please
contact Sanna Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com), Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com), or Larry
Goolsby (goolsbyl@comcast.net).

April

Holy Week

FOR CHILDREN ON EASTER

Apr. 1 Palm Sunday
Worship Services at 9:15 & 11:15 am
Adult Christian Ed. At 10:15 am
Children & Youth Faith Formation
at 10:20 am

Apr. 5 Maundy Thursday
Worship Service at 7 pm

Apr. 6 Good Friday
Worship Service at 7 pm

Apr. 8

EASTER SUNDAY
Worship Services at 9:15 & 11:15 am
Adult Christian Ed. At 10:15 am
Children & Youth Faith Formation &
Easter Egg Hunt at 10:20 am

Children ages 3-11—join us on Easter Sunday,
April 8, at 10:20 am, after
the first worship service.
We will gather upstairs in
the larger Sunday school
classroom. We will hear
the Easter story, have an
Easter egg hunt, do an
Easter craft, and enjoy
some snacks, celebrating
the Good News of Jesus’
resurrection and his love
for us!
If you have any questions, please contact Laura North
(301-518-8459 or stevelaranorth@gmail.com)

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS
We will soon be putting an insert in the Sunday bulletins for Easter
flower donations for the sanctuary. You can also send in donations by
mail, but be sure to include a note with the following information:
Name _____________________________________
Phone _____________________________________
Number of plants ____
Dedication:
In memory of/In honor of __________________________________
The cost is $25 per plant. Please make checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church, and put “Easter Flowers” in the
memo line. When mailing in your requests, place order form or note and payment together in the mail, or just bring
everything with you in an envelop and place in the Sunday offering plate. Thank you.
The Connection
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The Mite of Love
The challenge that greets disciples of Jesus is whether
or not we can buck this big bucks system. Jesus' declaration that the pittance poured down that treasury
trumpet-spout by a faithful widow was more generous
than all the spilling-over riches of the gifts that had
gone before her calls us to sit up and take note. To
make any sense of Jesus' pronouncement, we must
radically adjust our value system. Christ's challenge to
us in this text is literally to let the "scales" fall from our
eyes. Can we judge life according to a different set of
scales than worldly weights and measures, or dollars
and cents, or stocks and bonds?
A good example of how little progress we have made
along these lines since Jesus first set forth his challenge is evidenced by some of the most recent interpretations of this text, often referred to as the
“widows mite.” Many scholars have now determined
that Jesus is not lauding the purse-emptying donation
the poor widow makes, but rather is appalled by what
he witnesses. According to these scholars, the widow
is a mere pawn in the hands of a greedy, grasping religious establishment. The widow's wrong-headed gift
was word-whipped out of her by the religious establishment.
One wonders. By claiming that this widow's act of sacrificial giving brands her as an unwitting dupe of unscrupulous religious authorities, aren't we perhaps
revealing more about our 21st-century standards than
about any issues that may be behind this first-century
text? Issues of salvation and practices of self-sacrifice
are no longer popular or public concerns. Commitments to God and genuine devotion to an unmarketable product have become strange and suspect behaviors.
For the last two centuries of "Capital is King," consumers have come to wield enormous power. In the cutthroat competitive marketplace, anyone with a product to sell must market it expertly, making it as "userfriendly" as possible. Consumers demand big bangs for
their bucks. It is no longer enough to give people what
they pay for. We insist on getting something more as
well. Some perk, some freebie, or even some intangible incentive, must accompany all our purchases.
-- Buy a dozen bagels ... get one more free.
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-- "Super-size" your soft drink ... for just 39 cents more.
-- Pay 80 bucks to stay in a cheap motel ... but get a
complimentary "continental" breakfast.
-- Spring for the sports car and lose the back seat ... but
regain your youth and your sex appeal.
-- Get the designer label instead of the knockoff ... and
feel superior and elegant.
The standards that calibrate our 21st-century scales
weigh out the gift of the poor widow and find it pathetically light, virtually meaningless. We look at the amount
she gave -- both nothing and everything -- and we judge
it against where she gave it -- to a temple treasury set
up to perpetuate a religious life and cultic style that
Jesus declared bankrupt.
But what happens if we let the scales fall from our
eyes? What happens if we use a set of standards not
based on monetary values or worldly success ratings to
view this text?
-- We see a devoted woman not afraid to give all she
has to God.
-- We hear Jesus proclaim that this widow has made a
genuine sacrifice, has given her "whole life" because of
her faith.
-- We look ahead to a vision of Jesus hanging on a cross
-- making the ultimate sacrifice, giving his "whole life"
for the sake of the world.
If you blink hard, you can do it, too. It's not too hard to
understand that the widow's mite is the might of love.
Consider David Porter's comment on Mother Teresa:
"Born Agnes Boyaxhiu, to Albanian parents, she went to
India in 1929 as a member of the Loreto Order of nuns.
There she taught for many years and became headmistress of a school. In 1946, she received her "call within a
call" to work with the poorest of the poor. By 1948, she
had received permission to leave the Loreto order and
trained in the nursing skills needed to carry out her calling. She prayed, "Oh God, if I cannot help these people
(continued on page 5)

(continued from page 4)

The Mite of Love
in their poverty and their suffering, let me at least die
with them, close to them, so that I can show them
your love" (Mother Teresa: The Early Years, 67. Cited
by Caroline J. Simon, "The Media and Mother Teresa,"
Perspectives, 12, March 1997, 3).
Wasted time and energy? Wasted might? Are the
scales falling from our eyes? Are the standards of
measurement changing? Simon notes: "From this simple beginning, the Missionaries of Charity have grown
to include 4,000 sisters and brothers, 755 homes and
1,369 medical clinics that serve 120,000 worldwide."
Mother Teresa's mite has might, and it's the might of
love.
But you're no Mother Teresa, you say. Consider William Magee, 52, and Kathleen Magee, 51, founders of
Operation Smile. One is a plastic surgeon and the
other a social service worker. OpSmile began in 1982;
since then, it has performed surgery on 18,000 kids in
15 countries to correct -- without charge --- such disfigurements as cleft palates and burn scars, while
training local doctors in the procedures. Says William:
"The world is changed by emotion." On June 20, 1996,
the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation awarded the group a
$1 million prize to continue their work.
William and Kathleen Magee's mite has might, and it's
the might of love.
Evie Rosen, 69, of Wausau, Wisconsin, is no doubt
busy right now, knitting afghans. The reason: Winter is
almost upon us, and someone is going to need a blanket. Evie is a retired needlework shop owner. Disheartened by news stories about the homeless, Rosen
wanted to do something to help. "Almost every home
has little balls of yarn. I thought if we could all knit 7inch by 9-inch rectangles, we could stitch them together and make a lot of afghans." She started Operation Warm Up America in 1992, getting the word out
to churches, retirement homes and craft shops. Last
year, with help from other organizations, the group
distributed 16,000 afghans!
Evie Rosen's mite has might, and it's the might of love!
Norm and Lori Nickel of Abottsford, British Columbia,

wanted to offer their services as a family to help others.
So, with four of their children, they took three weeks off in
the summer last year to work with SOAR (Sold Out and
Radical, Youth Mission International's teen program). They
were placed in Reedley, California, where they worked
with an organization called Community Youth Ministries
that had been able to get into an Hispanic apartment complex housing 2,000 mostly illegal immigrants, 1,500 of
whom were kids. They did Vacation Bible School, sports
camps, drama and various other activities with the children. Lori says: "I could feel God working through our
hands as we played with the children, our mouths as we
verbally shared his love, and our eyes and ears as we saw
and heard their hurts and pains. Just to think that God had
set our family apart for three weeks so that he could convey his love and compassion to hurting people was lifechanging for me."
Norm and Lori Nickel's mite has might, and it is the might
of love!
Mrs. Epps likes the time she spends with children. So she
enjoys her time as a volunteer at the Norge Elementary
School in Williamsburg, Virginia. There she works with students who have mental and physical disabilities. Her day
begins long before she goes on duty at 7 a.m. She has to
catch a bus to get to the school. When she gets there, she
greets Drew who has difficulty walking. Another one of her
favorites has Down syndrome. He sits beside her, smiling.
She turns on the tape recorder and plays, "Jingle Bell Rock"
while her students sing and clap enthusiastically. It takes a
lot of energy to work all morning, five days a week, with
these children.
Oh, did I mention that Mrs. Epps is 99 years old? Wasted
time, twisted values? "I don't want to act dead while I'm
still alive," she says.
Fanny Epps' mite has might, and it's the might of love!
Paul Beyer calls it "the Lord's work." Beyer lives in Leola,
Pennsylvania. Every week for 35 years he has driven a
truck to New York City, a six-hour round trip, to deliver
food to the Bowery Mission, located in one of the seedier
sections of Manhattan. His truck is loaded with produce,
canned meats and pastries which the Mennonite farmers
and businesses near his town have donated. He says that
(continued on page 6)
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The Mite of Love
people trust him with the food he takes and that the reward
is to see all the happy faces when the food arrives.
Paul's mite has might, and it's the might of love!
In Santa Monica, California, volunteer pilots can fly with Angel Flight, an organization that helps the disadvantaged get
to places where they can get the appropriate diagnosis and
treatment.
In 1995-1996, over 9,000 volunteers assisted the Red Cross
in local relief efforts around the country.

Guiding Star Child
Development Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center provides
exceptional child development services in a safe,
nurturing Christian environment. Our philosophy:
Safety is essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.
We offer child care at two locations in Bethesda:

In Toronto, if you are a youth 16-24, you qualify to be placed
with another youth aged 6-15 suffering from emotional, behavioral and social problems in a program called Youth Assisting Youth. The program has a phenomenal success rate of
98 percent in keeping kids in school and out of the criminal
justice system.
How do you measure your life? What scales are you using?
Are you using the scales of love to measure life? What would
happen if you began to measure your life by the acts of love
that filled it? Would you find yourself "rich" or "poor"? As
Christians, recipients of the greatest gift of love ever given,
the sacrificial gift of Jesus Christ for our sake, we are truly
rich beyond imagination. Can we, like the poor widow, find
the courage to share the wealth we hold? Can we stop dribbling out our stores of love and selflessness and sacrifice and
compassion and dare to pour out our whole heart, our
whole being, our "whole life" into the love-starved coffers of
this world? I think we can, and by God’s grace we will.
Pastor Jon

Call Committee Update
The Call Committee is moving ahead with the call process by
preparing items for interviewing candidates. The synod office has been contacted again for a list of candidate names
and their information so we can start scheduling the interviews. Please pray for the church and the call process as we
go through this important time in our congregational life.

Steve North,
Call Committee Chair
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Faith Formation
Opportunities
Join us for our Sunday morning Faith Formation Opportunities for children and youth every Sunday at
10:20!
Our Sunday morning adventure for kids ages 3elementary school teaches children the timeless
truths of the Bible in a way that engages and excites
kids! We help children know, love, and follow Jesus
in a fun way. We gather at 10:20 upstairs for a time
of singing, sharing, and learning all
about Jesus’ love for us! Laura North
(301-871-8161
or laura128.personal@gmail.com)
shares with the children.
If your age is between 11 and 111
and you desire to grow, you are invited to participate in the fun-filled
(and frequently educational) Head-to-Heart sessions
every Sunday morning from 10:20 to 11:00 in the
sanctuary.
We have fun using music, game shows, skits, PowerPoint presentations, and more to open dialogues
about faith in a dynamic way. Currently we are experiencing the New Testament. If you have any
questions, contact Steve North
(steve.celc@gmail.com).

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

"The Jesus Lifestyle"...DVD series
that is based on Jesus' teaching in the
Sermon on the Mount, and teaches us
ways we can apply this teaching to our
own lives and lifestyles. Friday, April
13, 7-9 p.m. Contact: Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com) or
Ingrid Dallaire (idallaire@aol.com)."

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century
“challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical,
prayerful, spiritual, nurturing,
and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact Larry
Goolsby (301-946-6479;
lgoolsby@aphsa.org)
“THRIVE” for
women seeking indepth Bible study,
fellowship, fun, outreach ministries meets September
-July, 9:00-10:30 am on the 1st
and 3rd Saturdays of each month.
Breakfast included. Contact Sanna
Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)
“Men’s Master Builders” We will
not be meeting on April 7th, but
stay tuned for further information
about at a different activity or
service project we can do soon.
Contact Bobby Larsen
(301-652-5160, Ext. 4)
bobby@heartmindsoul.com) or
Pastor Jon Hundt
(pastorjon@ heartmindsoul.com)

“Monday Night Group” meets
weekly, 7:30-9:00 pm for study,
prayer, fellowship in the Hospitality Room. Contact Steve North
(steve.celc@gmail.com; 301-8718161)
“The Table Ministry”—21st Century table experience, around the
Table of Christ. Build genuine
friendships in and out of CELC,
grow spiritually on every day basis,
and respond to the needs of others. Three-session series, with
meal, in Host Homes. Contact:
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com)
“PrayerLife Ministry”—meets for
prayer, study, discussion, fellowship. PrayerLife outreach includes
Taizé Prayer Services and prayer
study. Contact Florence Heacock
(301-452-2491), Larry Goolsby
(301-946-6479), or Dave Lambert
(301-983-5034)

“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:30 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary
Merrick (301-571-7212)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact Alice Daniel (301949-4688)
“Women’s Healing Ministry” —A
12-step, Christian recovery ministry based on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as
well as fellowship and
God’s healing power to
help heal hurts and
overcome personal defects and replace them with life’s
abundance. Contact Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com;
301-452-2491)

Reasons to Join a Small Group:









You will understand the Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better.
You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and
work associates.
You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun

The Connection
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Why Do We Pray?

We pray because God wants us to
tell him what is on our minds. Even
though he sees and understands our
situations better than we do, he still
wants to hear from us in our own
words.

us life; he gives us food, clothing
and shelter; he gives us good people in our lives to help us and to
take care of us. The simple prayer
of giving thanks for our food is
called grace.

There are five basic types or sorts of
prayer.

The third type is the prayer of confession, telling God that we are
sorry for what we have done. We
tell God we are sorry either when
we have hurt one of the people
God has created or when we have
done some sort of damage to
God's beautiful creation. We tell
God what we have done and that
we are sorry that we did it.

The first type is the prayer of praise
(God may like this one best). We
praise God when we tell him how
wonderful he is. The simplest way of
praising him is in the name we call
him: Almighty God; Lord Jesus
Christ; Lord of Lords; King of Kings.
All these names tell God how glorious he is. Many of the psalms in the
Book of Psalms are prayers of praise.
The second type is the prayer of
thanksgiving, or telling God, "thank
you". We thank God for all the wonderful things he does for us. He gives

The fourth type is the prayer of
supplication, or asking for help.
We ask God to keep us safe, to
give us courage in tough times, or
to give us the things we need to
be strong and healthy. God always
wants to hear from us when we

are afraid or in trouble and need
help.
The fifth type of prayer is the intercessory prayer, where we ask
God to care for another person or
part of his creation. God indeed
cares for other people without our
prayer, but we build our Christian
community by asking for God's
special care for one another.
Paul's prayer in Ephesians 3: 14 21 is a beautiful prayer for the
people of faith. Moses and Abraham asked God to take special
care of his people.
If you are interested in or would
like more information on CELC’s
PrayerLife Ministry, contact Larry
Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)
or Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Small Group Ministry
Forum
Saturday, June 2
11:00 am—12:30 pm
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The Choir of Christ Lutheran Church
will present their

2012 Spring Choral Concert
on
Sunday, May 6th
at 3:00 pm

Why Small Groups?
Small groups are a proven
path to a deeper spiritual
journey. There are four key
elements that small groups
provide --community building, educational development, spiritual enrichment,
and mission outreach.
Community Building: A
small group serves as a
community or congregation within the congregation. The priesthood of believers is lived out in small
groups. The participants in small groups tend to provide
pastoral care to each other. In times of need the group
members step forward and provide the support and care
that is often needed. That care may be in the form of a
listening ear, providing a meal, visiting at the hospital. It
is not unusual to hear people say prior to a hospital stay,
"My small group has it all covered". These are welcome
words for pastors in the fact that others are willing to
share in providing pastoral care. Community building is
critical in growing churches. Often people begin to feel
disconnected to the church when the church grows. In
some instances churches with multiple services people
will say, "I feel like a stranger in my own church, I don't
know everyone." That is a warning sign that people are
feeling disconnected from the community. Small groups
provide the opportunity for people to keep that sense of
consecutiveness even when a church is growing.
Educational development: Small groups provide a wonderful opportunity to engage people in study. So often

people in a congregation limit their Bible study to the
fifteen minute sound bite of a sermon. In small groups ,
participants spend 40 minutes digging in the Word and
discussing the impact of the Word in life. Some small
group ministries design their study time to be relational,
looking a scripture in light of life, others design the study
time to be more in depth. Either way digging in the
Word is a key factor in developing an understanding of
the Word.
Spiritual enrichment: Far too many Christians limit their
prayer life to one minute before meals and one minute
before going to sleep. Many find themselves just too
busy to pray. In some instances, people feel like the disciples when they asked, "Lord, teach us to pray." The
closing time of each small group is worship time. The
community pauses and shares the joys and concerns
that each person in the group is experiencing. The whole
group then lifts these joys and concerns up in prayer.
Each participant is then asked to pray every day and remember these concerns in their prayer time. It is possible to teach people in a group different forms and types
of prayer. Many become more comfortable praying
aloud in a group they trust.
Mission Outreach: Each small group is required to look
beyond themselves by engaging in ministry beyond the
group. Some groups may go to Habitat for Humanity,
Bethesda Cares, medical missions, nursing homes, help
congregational members with home repairs, knit prayer
shawls, volunteer in community projects, etc. The project potentials are endless. This focus on giving beyond
ourselves strengthens the community within the small
groups by having a common project where the focus is
not on us but what has God called us to do for others.
(OHN WEBER, PASTOR OF CHRIST OUR SHEPHERD)
(continued on page 10

Taizé Prayer Services
Join us on the third Monday of each month , 7:15-8:00 pm, in the Sanctuary

April 16, May 21
The Connection
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(from page 9) WHY SMALL GROUPS?

All four elements are present in each
small group. In any event, small group
ministry is essential for all size churches.
Small groups provide the environment
for discipleship development. Each of
the marks of discipleship is present in
small group ministry - Prayer, Worship,
Reading, Serving, Relating and Giving.
Join your friends and family in one, of
several, CELC small groups…Challenging
Lifestyles, Thrive, Men’s Ministry, Table
Ministry groups, PrayerLife, “The Jesus
Lifestyle” series, the upcoming ethical
bible study “Doing the Right Thing”, and
“Walk the Talk”.

For more information, contact Sanna
Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com),
Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net),
and Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
Arlys; Sarah Hopkins; Family of Brian Lemley; Paul
Swanson; Laura North; Ethan Dschaak; Brent, Jake,
and Casey Dschaak; Alicia Owens; Steve Perkins and
family; Bill Booth; Ethan Dschaak; Tom Parrott; Marie
Eason-Williamson; Andrew and Ruth Dambowy; Elke
Meldau-Womack; Gene Saylor; Michael Foster; Dr.
Lindi Wu; Marie-Laure; Phoebe Clater; Deborah Lambert; Anne Goeltz; Oscar Line; Danny Strunk; Megan
Condon; the young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and Jane Seaks; the ministry of the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the children undergoing treatment at The Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of Health and their
families and caregivers; the Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project in
Zambia.

Thrive Women’s Bible Studies
A few years ago, a Thrive Sister, Joan, who moved to Oklahoma, sent us
a box full of books. We, in Thrive, decided to read this book, Woven on
The Wind,, a book written by women about Friendship in the Sagebush
West. It is a compilation of short stories about hardships, friendships,
love, laughter, and the ability to move forward in that journey called life.
Below is a short poem from the book:
“Barefooting Summer” by A. Rose Hill
We barefooted summer, Sister, and me,

Mark your calendars for the
Annual Spring Retreat sponsored by
the Women of CELC to be held on
Saturday, April 28, from 10:00 am
until 3:00 pm in the Hospitality Room.
Susan Wisseman will be our speaker
for the day. This years topic is entitled,
“Unlikely Heroines”
Please come and bring your friends for
a day of inspiration, fellowship and
sharing. Contact Dottie DavisHofstand, 301 598-9657 Flyers available in the Narthex. Cost $15.00 includes continental breakfast and lunch
10
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shed our shoes in the schoolhouse door,
scrambled up the willow limb,
dangled our feet in spring-cold water,
chased the cows to their evening milking.
We played house, Sister and me,
under the hedge, osage orange,
pulled thorns from our toughened toes,
punctured our soles with rusty nails,
watched grimy skin heal layer by layer.
We gathered eggs, Sister and me,
forgot the muck when the pullets cackled,
slipped in the rain through barnyard ooze,
screamed when a blue racer streaked out feet.
Grandmothers now, Sister and me,
we still kick off our shoes at the kitchen door,
when the last call comes, I know for sure,
we'll leave our shoes at heaven's gates.
If you are interested in learning more about Thrive, please contact me on
sannaLsolem@gmail.com or on 301-571-0050.

Sunday

1

Monday

Tuesday

2

3

Wednesday

4

PALM SUNDAY
9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.
10:20 am
Children & Youth
Faith Formation
3:00 pm Concert:
Moorland Ensemble

8
EASTER
9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.
10:20 am
Children & Youth
Faith Formation &

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

MAUNDY
THURSDAY

GOOD
FRIDAY

Women’s Groups
9:00-10:30 am

7:00 pm
Worship

7:00 pm
Worship

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm
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10

11

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Stephen Ministry
Training at First
Presbyterian Church
in DC
7:00 pm

12

13

14

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

The Jesus Lifestyle"...DVD
series
7-9 pm

19

20

21

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

May
Connection
Deadline
5 pm

Women’s Group
9:00-10:30 am

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

Easter Egg Hunt

15
9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am
Connection Breakfast w/Adult Christian Ed. To follow
10:20 am
Children & Youth
Faith Formation
3:00 pm Concert:
Rock Creek CP

22
9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.
10:20 am
Children & Youth
Faith Formation

29
9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.
10:20 am
Children & Youth
Faith Formation

16

17

18

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Martha Circle
10:30 am

Taizé Prayer
Service
7:15-8:00 pm

23
Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

30
Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

24

25

26

Creation Care
Workshop at First
Trinity, DC
10 am—4:30 pm

27

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

April 2012
Please see page 7 of this newsletter for
small group ministry opportunities
throughout the week!

28
Spring Women’s
Retreat
10 am—3 pm

What Would We Give Up?
During Lent, we often hear people talking about what they will give up during
the season, and usually the conversation turns to some kind of favorite food or
activity. And many of us think of this in terms of a limited six-week period – it
will be past us soon enough so we can get back to our routines. In the Challenging Lifestyles group, we actually turned to this subject a little before Lent
began, and were presented in our Bible readings for that Sunday with a very
different view on giving things up and why we might do them. One of the readings for that day was from 1 Corinthians 8; here is a portion of the passage:
9

But you must be careful so that your freedom does not cause others with a
weaker conscience to stumble. 10 For if others see you—with your “superior
knowledge”—eating in the temple of an idol, won’t they be encouraged to violate their conscience by eating
food that has been offered to an idol? 11 So because of your superior knowledge, a weak believer for whom
Christ died will be destroyed. 12 And when you sin against other believers by encouraging them to do something they believe is wrong, you are sinning against Christ. 13 So if what I eat causes another believer to sin, I
will never eat meat again as long as I live—for I don’t want to cause another believer to stumble.
While the example Paul gives here is set in the historical context of his times, the point is very clear. The Life Application Study Bible provides some illuminating commentary to help us understand Paul’s message:
Christian freedom does not mean that anything goes. It means that our salvation is not obtained by good deeds
or legalistic rules; it is the free gift of God (Ephesians 2:8, 9). Christian freedom, then, is inseparably tied to
Christian responsibility. …Some actions may be perfectly all right for us to do but may harm a Christian brother
or sister who is still young in the faith and learning what the Christian life is all about. We must be careful … by
our example [not to] cause him or her to sin. When we love others, our freedom should be less important to us
than strengthening the faith of a brother or sister in Christ.
Our group’s discussion of this passage, and its “challenge” for our lives, was lively as always. At times it’s not easy to
know just what we might be doing that could be against the best interests of someone else, and it also may be hard to
decide how much to change that behavior. But we easily agreed that Paul’s instructions do tell us not to take the topic
of Christian freedom and behavior lightly, and to understand the amount of influence we have over others – fellow
Christians, friends, family, co-workers – that we may be unaware of. Becoming aware of these facts, and staying focused on following the Christian path even when it is not smooth and easy, will lead to far more significant rewards
than, say, skipping dessert for a few weeks.
We invite you to join us for our Challenging Lifestyles discussions each Sunday morning at 10:15 and become a part of
this rich experience. All of us find that the time we spend together in study, discussion, prayer, and sharing is a high
point of the week. Please contact Florence Heacock, flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or Larry Goolsby, goolsbycl@comcast.net, to learn more about us and what we do. We meet in the “Upper Room” upstairs in the education
wing, and always welcome first-timers and visitors.

MOORLAND ENSEMBLE CONCERT
At 3 PM on Palm Sunday, April 1, the talented young local 'cellist Taka Ariga and some of
his friends will give a program of both religious and secular music in the sanctuary of Christ
Evangelical Lutheran Church. J.S. Bach's wonderful duet "Wir eilen" from his Cantata no.
78, for treble voices, 'cello, double bass, and organ will be included, as will Beethoven's
great "Sacred thanksgiving song" from his string quartet, op. 132.

The concert is free, with donations accepted, and open to the public.

Creation Care Workshops!
The Synod Creation Care Team has heard the need for more congregational
training to equip us all to be better stewards of our earth.

For God So Loved the World* - A Lutherans Restoring
Creation Workshop
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross."
Col. 1:20
What - training of ELCA congregation members interested in a Biblically and theologically grounded process of gracefully greening every area of our ministries. The last of the 3 workshops will take place on April 21st in Washington DC
at First Trinity.

One opportunity still left to attend:
Saturday, April 21, 2012 at First Trinity Lutheran in Washington DC, from 10:00am to 4:30pm. (event lead: Dianne
Russell, russell.dianne42@gmail.com)
Who Should Come -All clergy and laity, including college students and high school youth, are invited to attend.
Cost–FREE!! Supported by a generous grant from
Lutherans Restoring Creation’s funder, the Lutheran
Community Foundation. Lunch is $10. If you prefer,
you may bring your own lunch.
Please contact the Event Lead for the session you
wish to attend to register. You may register at the
door as well. If you want lunch provided you must
register ahead of time with the event lead – the $10
for your lunch will be collected at the registration
table on the day of the event. Additional site specific information will be sent to those who are registered.
*As originally written in Greek, the word chosen
for “World” meant the cosmos - the whole of creation - planet, ecosystems, people.... Everything!
Rev. Sarah Scherschligt
Associate Pastor
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
11900 Darnestown Rd, Gaithersburg, MD 20878
301-869-3666 (office)
301-869-8702 (fax)
www.poplutheran.org

Join LSS/NCA in Spreading
Seeds of Hope
Lutheran Social Services of the National
Capital Area (LSS/NCA) cordially invites
you to a benefit breakfast celebrating 95
years of Lutheran service in our communities. Hear inspiring, personal stories of triumph over adversity and how your support
of LSS/NCA’s mission has made a difference in the lives of our neighbors in need.
Please join us in celebration at
Expressions of Abundance
Annual Breakfast to Benefit the Mission of LSS/NCA
Tuesday, May 15
7:30-8:30 a.m., coffee & registration 7 a.m.
The Potomac Room at Key Bridge Marriott
1401 Lee Highway Arlington, VA
Free parking
Breakfast is provided free of charge; contributions will be welcomed. LSS/NCA programs include Caregiver Services, Foster
Care & Adoption, Refugee resettlement & Immigrant Services,
Disaster Preparedness & Response, and Youth Haven Camps for
children and teens affected by HIV/AIDS. For more information
and to RSVP, contact INGRID DALLLAIRE- Cell 301-4556962 or IDallaire@aol.com by APRIL 23. We look forward to
seeing you and to celebrating LSS/NCA’s mission to walk with
those in need!

CELC community
connection
breakfasts
Date: April 15, May 20,
and June 10
Time: 10:15-11:15 a.m.

Contact person: Florence Heacock
flohea@heartmindsoul.com

Join us in the Hospitality Room on
April 15, May 20, and June 10, 10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together, fellowship, and
prayer.
This is also an opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions regarding the future of CELC If you would like to bring a food item to
share, please contact Florence Heacock or Larry Goolsby.

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.heartmindsoul.com

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
Rev. Jonathan Hundt
Interim Senior Pastor

9:15 am

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator

10:20 am
11:15 am

Ji-Na Kim
Organist
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Finance Administrator

Church Council
George Wenchel, President
Nathan Sprenger, Vice President
Tim Smith, Secretary
Alireza Motameni, Treasurer
Pastor Jon Hundt,
Paula Mathis,
& Barry McVicker

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children & Youth
(see details inside newsletter on pg. 6)
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Friday, April 20.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

