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OUR MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

The mission of Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ and to transform all 
people into fully devoted followers 
of Jesus Christ. 

 

OUR VISION  
STATEMENT 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
exists to 
 Welcome people to faith; 
 Equip people with a faith that 
works in real life; 
 Send people into service into a 
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’ 
name. 

 

GREAT  
COMMANDMENT 

 

“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind…. Love 
your neighbor as your-
self” (Matthew 22:37-39) 

 

GREAT  
COMMISSION 

 

“Go and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 
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 One thing has become apparent to me during the past 

few months.  There is a level of the mundane that some 
people feel within their lives.  For example, I recently 

spoke with a  government worker who detailed to me his 
same commute every day.  This commute included the 
same brand of morning coffee en-route, the same gas 

station stop, the same route to work, 
(continued on page 2) 

 

EMBRACING CHANGE 
 

by The Rev. Dr. Karis Graham    
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(continued from page 1) 

EMBRACING CHANGE 

parking in the  same garage, eating the 

same breakfast in the food court.   
 

Yesterday, I read an article in  
The Washington Post that stated  
government workers are retiring in record  

numbers due to various factors.  Included 
in their list of employment laments are 

many workers feel tired, bored, and no 
longer challenged due to the atmospherics 
of furloughs, shut-downs and sequestra-

tion. In addition, many have worked in 
their positions for four decades.  In other 
words, in the middle of the Washington DC 

political atmospherics, some government 
workers have lost their sense of vocation or 

calling.  Or could it be their sense of  
vocation or calling is changing? 
 

No doubt mixing things up in our lives and 
embracing change can feel risky.  How we 

embrace change is often times based upon 
how we view change.  Do we allow fear to 
paralyze our paths?  Or do we believe great 

new opportunities will come to us when we 
shift careers, alter life plans, or change our 
family roles?   

God reassures us through the voice of 

Jeremiah, "For I know the plans I have for 
you. . . . " (Jeremiah 29:11). How quickly we 

want to forget that God has a plan for our 
lives which includes change.   
 

God also has exciting new plans for Christ 
Lutheran in the days to come.  Again, how we 
embrace change is often times how we view 

change. This applies not only to how we view 
change as individuals but also as a  

community. 
 
Sometimes we have to risk taking a different 

path in order to arrive at a different wonder-
ful, life-filled place wherein we experience 

God’s love like never before. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Karis Graham         

 

Jeremiah 29:11 
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WELCOME TO CELC! 
 

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church? Want to know more about 
our faith community? Please email 
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com, 
to begin receiving our weekly  
e-newsletter. 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
INFORMATION 
 

The sacrament of Holy Communion 
is offered at both worship services, 
every Sunday morning. We offer 
traditional wine and grape juice. 

Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice is white 
and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like 
more information about communion, contact Pastor  
Tony by e-mail at  pastortony@heartmindsoul.com 
 

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY 
 

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat minis-
try, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet 
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact 
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com). 

 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE 
 

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means 
for small farmers to make enough money to  
support themselves while using the premiums to 
improve their standard of living.  
 
Here’s what’s available: 
 
 pillow packets            

(pre-ground) of Regular 
(Mind Body Soul) and 
Decaf (Columbian). Each 
pillow packet makes one 
pot (about 64 oz.) of   
coffee ($2) 

 
 a variety of whole bean 

and ground regular and 
decaf coffees ($8 for 12-
oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg 
and decaf) 

 
To learn more about this coffee, visit 
www.equalexchange.com  
 
Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support 
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for  
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please  
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).  

IN AND AROUND CELC 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Find us on facebook: 
Christ Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on twitter: 
@christbethesda 
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MOVIE 

NIGHT 

and  

SPAGHETTI 

DINNER 
Saturday 
Sept. 14th  

5:00 -7:00 pm 

 
Movie: 

“Unconditional” 
 

 

 

 

 

8011 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD  20814 

 

Christ Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

 

Hospitality Room 

(2012   —   PG-13  —   97 minutes)   

This Christian-oriented drama based on real events describes a 
woman's search for her husband's killer, and her slow return to 
faith afterwards. 
 
Cast:     Lynn Collins, Michael Ealy, Bruce McGill 
 
Genre:  Dramas, Faith and Spirituality, 
Crime Dramas, Dramas based on real 
life 
 
This movie is:  Emotional, Inspiring, 
& Suspenseful 

www.heartmindsoul.com 

Tele:  301-652-5160 
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Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —                                                          

September 15th, October 20th, November 17th, & December 15th, 2013  

10:15—11:15 a.m.,  

for our community breakfasts to share a meal together.  This is also an                          

opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions regarding 

the future of CELC. If you would like to bring a food item to share,  

Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@heartmindsoul.com)  

or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net) 

CELC  
Community 
Breakfasts 

Time: 10:15-11:15 a.m. 

Contact person: Bobby Larsen 

                            bobby@heartmindsoul.com 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD  20814 

www.heartmindsoul.com 

Dates:       September 15th 

  October 20th 

  November 17th 

  December 15th 

mailto:bobby@heartmindsoul.com
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September, 2013 

THRIVE 
Women’s Bible Study at Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Thrive meets the first and third Saturday of each month. Call Sanna 
Solem on 301-571-0050 or sannalsolem@gmail.com for particulars. 

Thrive is a Bible Study for Women at Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. We normally meet twice monthly except for a few months 
when we meet just once a month. We gather together to study the 
Bible and have breakfast together on the first and third Saturdays 
of the month at 9:00 AM and conclude at 10:30 AM sharp.  Some-
times we meet in our homes and also at the Church.  

Currently we are studying each book of the Bible.  Our next Bible 
Study is the Gospel of Luke presented by Ingrid at her home on  
September 21 at 9:00 AM.  Ingrid can be reached on 301-455-6962 
or idallaire@aol.com for more information and driving instructions 
to her home.  This is a good opportunity to visit this Bible Study and 
check it out! 

We welcome anyone to come and see what we are about as we are 
always looking for more “Bible Enthusiasts” to join us. And if you 
think that this Bible Study Group is for you… welcome.  In the past 
we have been as few as four people and as many as twelve. So we 
ebb and flow with  times and  the times and circumstances. But we 
carry on and are more the blessed for it.                                                                                          

If you are interested please give me a call on 301-571-0050, talk to 
me at Church on Sundays, me on or contact me on email at        
sannalsolem@gmail.com. 

Sanna Lee Solem 

CHOIR SEASON BEGINS  
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5th  

at 8 PM 
 

If you are interested in singing with our choir, 
whether to sing on Sunday for our 11:15 am  
Traditional service, or to sing in our upcoming 
Christmas concert, please come out to  
rehearsals, which will take place at 8 pm every 
Thursday evening. 

FAITH FORMATION  
FOR CHILDREN 

Age 3 – Elementary School Age 

CELC’s Sunday School  
begins  

Sunday, September 8th  
at 10:15 am 

 

mailto:sannalsolem@gmail.com
mailto:idallaire@aol.com
mailto:sannalsolem@gmail.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=WOMEN'S+BIBLE+STUDY+CLIP+ART&view=detail&id=FF6BA037EE8241036C84DAD13A4304F91B954FD1&first=0&qpvt=WOMEN'S+BIBLE+STUDY+CLIP+ART&FORM=IDFRIR
http://0.tqn.com/d/webclipart/1/0/S/v/4/Butterfly4.png
http://0.tqn.com/d/webclipart/1/0/S/v/4/Butterfly4.png
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Rainbow Via de Cristo 

Via de Cristo is based on the fundamentals of Christianity, concentrating on the person and teachings of Jesus Christ. The focus is 

not on Via de Cristo itself, but on the local church. The objective of the movement is to inspire, challenge and equip local church 

members for Christian action in their homes, churches and communities. 

 
The next community gathering, called a Ultreya, will be Saturday, September 14, 2013 6:00-8:00 pm.  We will enjoy a fun eve-

ning of food, fellowship, songs, and a 4th day talk. Musicians, please bring your instruments. Please bring a tasty food item to 

share. 

 

Location: Trinity Lutheran Church, 6600 Laurel Bowie Road, Bowie, MD 20715  Church website: http://www.tlcbowie.org   

 

FALL WEEKEND DATES 
 

If you have not been on a 3-day retreat weekend before, the Fall Men's Weekend will be October 3-6, and the Women's Weekend 

October 10-13.  For those who have attended in the past, help is always needed.  For more information, see                                                     

http://www.rainbow-vdc.com or talk to Dave and Dee Lambert. 

Margie Goodyear; Edith Schneider; James D. Hall; Fred 
Staine; Kelly Kolepp; Dave Lambert; Jonathan Nofziger, 
Marga  Armstrong & Family of Barbara Wallesz; Family of 
Anne Goeltz; Darlene Grander’s son; Evin Biel; Terry 
Seaks & Family of Jane Seaks; Family of Richard (Ricky) 
Houck, Jr.; Tony Fernandez;  Gerald A. Calabrese; The 
Lemley family; Ethan Dschaak, nephew of Sanna Solem; 
Steve Perkins and family; Tom Parrott, husband of Suz-
anne Parrott; Marie Easton Williamson; Andrew and Ruth 
Dambowy; Elke Meldau-Womack; Gene Saylor; Dr. Lindi 
Wu; Marie-Laure; Deborah Lambert; Oscar Line; Megan 
Condon; The young men of Nick's Place;  The ministry of 
the Mi Refugio in Guatemala; The children at The Chil-
dren's Inn at NIH and their families and caregivers. 

Prayer Corner 
Our prayer list… 

http://www.tlcbowie.org/
http://www.rainbow-vdc.com/
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Annual Community  
Festival 

Sunday, October 6th, 2013 
12:30 -3 pm 

 
A day full of fun, food, family, friends 
and games! 
 
A great FREE event for all ages! 
 
Volunteers wanted! Donations Needed!
Participants needed!  

 
Invite family, friends, an neighbors to 
share in the fun.   
 
Games outside; ministry information 
and food inside. 
 

Contact Bobby Larsen at bobby@heartmindsoul.com for more information. 
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CULINARY ARTS    
Update 
Fall 2013 

 
The “Festival of Cooking” group will plan/
buy/prepare/cook the food for the  
2013 Annual Community Festival. 

 
Remember, this is a public event and all food must be either purchased from an authorized 
source or prepared/cooked in a licensed kitchen.  This is NOT a potluck!  If you have a favorite 
recipe and are willing to cook it yourself, please contact Dave Lambert, Culinary Arts Initiative 
project coordinator and plan to attend the Festival of Cooking event at the church on Friday 
evening, October 4.  Volunteers are also needed to setup, serve and clean up on  
Sunday, October 6. 
 
Please, no donations of food; let us buy items from a discount warehouse or commercial  
restaurant supplier.  Contributions for food can be made by making out a check to CELC with a 
memo line of Festival of Cooking. 
 

Contact Bobby Larsen at (bobby@heartmindsoul.com) to volunteer for one or more of the  
following Festival of Cooking time slots:                                                                                                                       
 

Friday 6-9pm, Sunday 10:30am-12:30pm, Sunday 12:30-3:00pm, and/or Sunday 3:00-5:00pm.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 A FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON  
 
All members and friends of CELC are invited to a Fellowship Luncheon. Please sign up and write in your choice of res-
taurant, sign up sheet is in Narthex next to the Attendance sheet.  Acts 2:42 says they devoted themselves to the apos-
tles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  This event is being organized by Challenging 
Lifestyles, the bible study, fellowship and prayer group that meets at 10:30am each Sunday in the Upper Room. Please 
contact Dave Lambert at 301-983-5034 or Bobby at bobby@heartmindsoul.com  Join us and bring a friend! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:bobby@heartmindsoul.com
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      SLOW DOWN AND EXPLORE  

         WHAT THE NATURAL WORLD IN AUTUMN  

   CAN TEACH US ABOUT THE SPIRIT. JOIN US FOR ---  

 

  Deepening Your Spirituality  

 

 

 
   

in Nature  
WHO? Led by Beth Norcross, adjunct faculty in eco-theology at Wesley    

Seminary and amateur naturalist, www.bethnorcross.com, and sponsored by                   

Interfaith Power and Light www.gwipl.org.  

 

WHAT? Two-day class in spiritual practice, nature discovery, quiet time, play  

WHERE/WHEN?  

 

Thursday, October 10 7pm-9pm Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church of  

Bethesda (8011 Old Georgetown Rd, Bethesda, MD)  

Saturday, October 12 9am-12noon Field Trip in Rock Creek Park  

 

HOW? Just email Beth at BethNorcross1@gmail.com to register. Enrollment is 

limited, so please register early. Cost is $25.  
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CELC Prayer Ministry 
 
During September, we will not hold the Taizé service but 
instead urge you to attend the Via de Cristo  
community gathering (Ultreya) as our guest on Saturday 
evening September 14.  See the Via de Cristo article 
elsewhere in this newsletter or  http://www.rainbow-

vdc.com for more information.  If you are interested in attending a 3-day spiritual retreat weekend, either 
this Fall or next Spring, talk to Dee and Dave Lambert for more information. 
 
The CELC Prayer Ministry continues to study and pray about the ability of CELC members to have opportuni-
ties for prayer and similar worship activities.  As many of you know, this group has sponsored and organized 
the monthly Taizé services at the church for the last several years.  As with many activities at CELC, we con-
tinue to evaluate our opportunities in terms of the purpose they serve, how many members and church 
friends take advantage of them, and what needs they are meeting.  This fall will be a time of reassessing 
these opportunities and exploring alternatives that could deepen our experience of prayer or can minister to 
and serve the congregation in other ways.   
 
We need your ideas, support, and prayers as we continue this process in concert with the other church dia-
logues that Pastor Tony is leading.  Together and with God's guidance and help, we will keep working to 
make the CELC community one that is strong and vibrant, that serves the needs of its members and commu-
nity, and that offers a meaningful worship experience to all.  Please contact Larry Goolsby and Dave Lambert 
with your thoughts about the CELC Prayer Ministry. 

 

 A boatload of blessings 

 

 

 

 

 

especially for you! 
 

Brought to you by the Card Ministry of  

 Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, Maryland 20814  

http://www.HeartMindSoul.com 301-652-5160  

 

 

CELC is starting a new "Card Ministry". Call it "old school" but people really like to receive something in 
the mail besides bills and ads. Send "Get Well" cards to those in the hospital or recovering at home or an 
appropriate card to others on the prayer list. Send "Thinking of You" cards to home-bound members or 
those in retirement communities who don't get to church often. Send "Thank You" cards to the pastor, 
staff, council members and those leading church ministries. Send "Thank You for Serving Our Country" 
cards to those in the military.  

Scrapbooking or writing skills would be helpful but not required. If you are interested in joining us for a 
time of fellowship while making and writing greeting cards, contact Dee Lambert.  

http://www.rainbow-vdc.com/
http://www.rainbow-vdc.com/
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Join Us For Challenging Lifestyles Each Sunday    
By Larry Goolsby                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 
The Challenging Lifestyles group is looking forward to the fall season and to the return of        
a more settled schedule for most of us – school is back in session and the August breaks          
or vacations that many of us had are over. We also return to much of our regular rhythm 
on the church calendar, with fellowship opportunities like the Community Connection 
breakfasts back on their monthly schedules. Challenging Lifestyles is usually held each 
Sunday, even through the summer, but we too will be seeing more of each other than    
was the case during many weeks over the past few months.   

 
For those who may have never joined us on Sunday mornings, or just to refresh our friends who haven’t been in a 
while, Challenging Lifestyles meets Sunday mornings between the services (at 10:15) in the education wing, top floor, 
in the “Upper Room” – a large and airy room with a circle of comfortable chairs. The group’s name comes from the 
well-known Alpha series of the same title and also describes the typical topics of each Sunday’s gathering. We bring 
the challenges of daily living – at home, at the workplace, in the world of news and politics, wherever – and discuss 
them through the lens of Biblical teachings and of our mutual friendship and support as fellow Christians. We don’t 
always solve all the problems on the table, but we make quite a start! The important thing is that we grow spiritually, 
take a few more steps along our continuing faith journeys, and come to better understand and appreciate God’s 
grace, love, and plan for our lives.     
 
We begin each session with prayer and a reading of the week’s Bible selections (one each from the Old Testament, 
Psalms, New Testament, and Gospels). Discussion kicks off with what meaning we took from the readings, together 
with what we learned from the pastor’s message (for those who went to the first service). We share our reflections 
and concerns with each other about themes from these readings as well as other issues they lead to – and you can 
believe that things take some “interesting” turns many mornings!  That’s all part of what makes our time together 
meaningful – we try to stay open to any place the Holy Spirit leads us.  
 
We also have a weekly e mail list that includes reminders of activities each Sunday, a calendar of other upcoming 
events, an advance look at the week’s Bible readings, prayer requests, and any other news of interest to the group.   
 
The main Bible passage we use for our guidance and inspiration is this one from                                                                                       
Acts 2, “The Fellowship of the Believers”:  
 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the 
believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to                 
anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread         
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 
Please consider joining us Sunday mornings for this great hour-plus together if you aren’t already coming. We warmly 
welcome new members, visitors, family members and friends – all are welcome to join us or just drop by as you can. 
We hope you will accept our invitation; please contact Florence Heacock, flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or Larry 
Goolsby, goolsbycl@comcast.net.  

mailto:flohea@heartmindsoul.com
mailto:goolsbycl@comcast.net
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CELC’S MINISTRY CALENDAR 

 

NEXT MONTH, OCTOBER, GET READY FOR OUR  

COMMUNITY FALL FESTIVAL  
ON OCTOBER 6th  

from 12:30 pm—3 pm! 
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Small Group Ministries 

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic 
Sunday morning experience for those 
wishing to learn, experience the life-
style of Jesus Christ in the 21st Cen-
tury “challenging lifestyles.” A Bibli-
cal, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, 
and supportive fellowship. Sundays, 
10:15 am in The Upper Room. Con-
tact Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479; or 
goolsbycl@comcast.net)  

 
“THRIVE” for women 
seeking in-depth Bi-
ble study, fellowship, 
fun, outreach  
ministries meets  

September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on 
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each 
month. Breakfast included. Contact 
Sanna Solem
(sannalsolem@gmail.com;  
301-571-0050)  
 
“Men’s Master Builders”   
A few years ago, 
CELC had a growing 
and active men’s 
small group/bible 
study.   

 
Several men     
of CELC have lost 
their men’s small 
group – are there a 
few guys out there 
who are interested 
in facilitating/
participating in a 

“men’s small group”?  If so, please 
talk with Larry Goolsby.  If you do not  
connect with Larry, please email  
mensministry@heartmindsoul.com, 
and we will pass your message and 
contact information on to Larry. 

Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and 
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and 
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are re-
spected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love 
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people. 

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer, 
study, discussion, fellowship.  
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer  
Services and prayer study. Contact 
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or 
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034) 
 
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study and 
fellowship based on material pro-
vided by the Women of the ELCA, 
meets at 10:00 am on the third 
Tuesday of each month. Contact 
Wilma Christ, 301-530-5023, for 
details.  

“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based 
on material provided by the 
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.  Contact Alice Daniel  
(301-949-4688)                           
 
“Monday Night Group”  - Stay 
tuned for upcoming study.   
For more information,  
contact: Judy Hults       
 

Reasons to Join a 
Small Group: 

 

 You will understand the   
Bible better in a small group. 

 You will begin to really feel 
like part of God’s family. 

 Prayer will become more 
meaningful to you. 

 You will be able to handle 
times of crisis, change, and 
stress better. 

 You will have a natural way 
to share Christ with friends, 
relatives, and work            
associates. 

 You will develop leadership 
skills you never knew you 
had! 

 You will deepen your under-
standing of  worship. 

 You will have fellowship, 
laughter, and fun. 

mailto:mensministry@heartmindsoul.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=small+groups&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1463&bih=689&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsb&tbnid=gVbs4U4gq96JSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.faithec.org/smallgroups.htm&docid=LumDouVrcJo5uM&imgurl=http://www.faithec.org/images/small_group1.jpg&w=388&h=225&ei=7Yo3U
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NUhC3VNR8ADVxM&tbnid=uo-n43TnJ7hPMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvineyardboisegroups.wordpress.com%2F&ei=upBUUYLTKafi0gGP3oHQCw&bvm=bv.44442042,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNH5k_Ej
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Life—Love—Listening 
 

Community—Friendship 

During CELC's 2013 Small Group and 
Christian education year, many op-
portunities are offered for you to be-
long and experience community, 
friendship, learning and growing in 
the bible, life, listening and being lis-
tened to, caring and  support of self 
and each other--- friendship? Com-
munity.  
 
The Bible says that friendship—
community—is one of the richest ex-
periences you can have in life. It 
makes your heart bigger, keeps you 
steady in a storm, ends your alone-
ness, is a key to personal transforma-
tion. God wired us up to know and be 
known, to love and be loved, to serve 
and be served, to celebrate and be 
celebrated.  
 
Community – friendship--building is 
not easy. Very seldom can you just 
get plunked into a premade group 
and immediately experience commu-
nity and friendship. There has to be 
an internal want to factor that is 
strong enough to be able to push you 
through the false starts and stops 
that are going to happen as you build 
community. 
 
Community building and friendships 
usually start out with superficial con-
versation; and through it, trust and 
authenticity has to be built to grow 
into community and friendship. Most 
of us get tired of surface relationships 
and wish we could move on, but then 
we ask “how”? 
 
God says, “I have love of another 
kind. I have a lavish, uncontaminated, 
focused affection for you. I am think-
ing about you all the time. I am mov-

ing toward you with love all the 
time. I will be there for you all the 
time.” When you open your heart up 
to the love of God through Christ, 
that love becomes the bedrock foun-
dation out of which you move in 
your human relationships—
friendship, community.  
 
Remember – God is for us!  In CELC’s 
small groups, Christian education 
opportunities and forums, there are 
many opportunities for you to  

experience and grow in authentic, 
trusting, valuable, loving, caring, 
fun, long-lasting friendships and 
community – with the love of 
God.   WE look forward to seeing 
you at any small group, Christian 
education, prayer, outreach  
opportunity or forum, Taize Prayer 
Service, monthly Movie Night or 
Sunday Connection Breakfast.   
 
If there is not a small group or 
faith opportunity that meets your 
needs or desires, please contact 
Larry Goolsby 
(goolsbycl@comcast.net,  
or Florence Heacock 
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com).  
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Development Steering Committee (DSC) Connection Update 
 

It has been a busy time for the DSC since the positive votes and specific direction from the Congregation on 

June 30, 2013. 

 

The team has been working closely with MTFA Architecture on Schematic Design program needs with  

various CELC groups such as the Worship Study Committee, Guiding Star, Pastor and Staff, Hospitality/Food 

Service and other current space users. At the same time we are discussing possible future rental opportunities 

with numerous other community groups. 

 

Building on those detailed discussions, during September and October MTFA and the DSC will fine tune all 

Schematic Design input and will develop a professional cost analysis of those plans. That combined space  

demand and cost analysis will help the DSC and Council to provide further Design Development  

recommendations to the full Congregation.  

 

On the related business side, various meetings have taken place on the formal Purchase and Sale agreement 

with our legal counsel and auditors, plus appraisal meetings for the Thrivent loan extension, and preparation 

with our developer Bush Affiliates for the County Entitlement filing and construction lender discussions. 

 

While there are any number of elements to coordinate and finalize, the DSC is on target for first a Town Hall, 

and then a Congregation meeting with vote, in early to mid-November. Final dates will be provided shortly.  

 

Please continue keep the work of the DSC in your thoughts and prayers. If there are questions or comments 

please don’t hesitate to contact any of us.  

 

 

From the DSC Committee 

Ray Albright, Pastor Tony Carpenter, Don Cuming, Frank Goodyear, Barry Lemley, Mark Miller, Andy 

Masetti, Tim Smith 

            August 28, 2013  
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The Original Place of Worship at the Hiser  

Theatre, circa. 1934-1938, at the site that is now 

the Hyatt Hotel, over the Metro station in  

Downtown Bethesda 

 

The Garrett House at Current Site,  

Before Sanctuary added on, 1938-1940 

The Church, completed with sanctuary,  

1941-1953 

 

The Current Church,   

1956 to Present Day 

 

Dottie Davis Hofstad, Long-time Church  

Member, in front of Church History Timeline 

Scroll, which she created and illustrated years 

ago, and which continues on as we move into 

the future. 

http://www.gracefulgrowingtogether.com/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=uploads%2Fpics%2FHiser_Theatre_with_Christ_Lutheran_Church_Marquis_Sign.jpg&md5=9a31c85105772a7be7a44d7dd5b79ddbf443f394&parameters%5b0%5d=YTo0OntzOjU6IndpZHRoIjtzOjQ6IjgwMG0iO3M6Nj
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Simple prayers come in many different forms. 
Some people have the misconception that in 
order for a prayer to be effective, it needs to be 
eloquently worded and spoken with clarity. Not 
so! God hears the simple prayers of little chil-
dren and the eloquent prayers of the elderly.  
 
Here are some ideas of simple prayers. The 
most important one for a non-Christian is 
“Jesus, I am a sinner. I know you came to earth, 
died on the cross, were buried, and rose again 
so I can have eternal life in heaven with You. I 
accept You as my Lord and Savior. Please forgive 
me of my sins. Amen.”  
 
A simple prayer for 
loved ones is “Father 
God, someone I love is 
hurting today. Please 
visit them. Touch them 
and make them whole 
again. In Jesus Name, 
amen.”  
 
Another idea for a simple prayer for thankful-
ness could be “God, thank You for the blessings 
in my life. I know all good things come from You. 
I love You God. Amen.”  

Foundation of Prayer—Simple Prayers 
 

(from allaboutprayer.org) 

Your simple prayers 
can be like the ones 
above. You can n talk 
to God anytime during 
the day. You can talk 
to Him in the shower, 
lying in bed, kneeling, 
or lying on the floor. 
He doesn’t care how 
you talk to Him, only 
that you do.  
 
 
Our relationship with God is a two way-street. We 
pray, while He listens. He answers and we listen. 
Learning to listen for His voice requires stillness on 
our part, even though our words may be simple 
prayers. Sometimes, we have to break away from all 
the demands of this world to find a quiet place to 
converse with Him. Keep talking, because He’s  
listening. 
 
 
Florence Heacock 
Small Groups Minister 



19 

The church of the 

first century was in-

credibly dynamic and 

flexible. Communi-

ties of Jesus follow-

ers met together in 

their homes, learn-

ing and growing to-

gether by meeting one another’s needs. That 

early life of the Fellowship of Believers is de-

scribed in Acts 2:41-47.  

Over the years and through the centuries, 

Christians have continued to find that the best 

way to experience true Christian fellowship is 

in a small group. 

 

It’s a place where you can come to give and 

receive ideas, help, and encouragement. It’s a 

place where you're part of a group that's seek-

ing to grow in their faith just as you are; a 

group that will be with you through your strug-

gles and rejoice with you in your triumphs. It's 

a place where you usually gain lifelong friends!  

 

Whether your spiritual journey is just begin-

ning, or you're a seasoned Christian, you'll be 

challenged and moved by participating in a 

small group.  

 

Guiding Star  
Child Development Center 

 

Guiding Star Child Development Center provides ex-
ceptional child development services in a safe,  nur-
turing Christian environment.  Our philosophy:  
Safety is essential. Nurturing and respecting the      
uniqueness of each child is key.  

 
    We offer child care at two locations in  
    Bethesda:  
 

     7009 Wilson Lane   

      8011 Old Georgetown Rd  
 

For information: 301-229-3004. 

What is a Contribution 

of Record? 
 

According to Chapter 8 of the CELC Constitution 
and Bylaws, members are those “who have de-
clared and maintain their membership in accor-
dance with the provisions of this constitution and 
its bylaws.”  More specifically, members must at-
tend worship, take communion, and make dona-
tions of record.  You are expected to live a Chris-
tian life, make regular use of the means of grace, 
both Word and sacraments, and to support the 
work of our congregation through contributions 
of your time, abilities, and financial support as 
biblical stewards.   
 
To facilitate adherence to these membership re-
quirements, we have an attendance sheet on the 
stand in the narthex and Financial Administrator, 
Karu, maintains confidential records of giving.  
This has nothing to do with a stewardship cam-
paign or tithing; Pastor Tony said “the amount 
you give is between you and God.”  However, 
members must also be in compliance with the 
Constitution and Bylaws.   
 
Donations using “Simply Giving” electronic funds 
transfer and donations by check constitute a para-
graph C8.02(c) “contribution of record”.  If you 
prefer to make cash donations to the church, 
please use the pew envelopes provided and 
clearly write your name, so Karu can properly 
credit your account to fulfill this CELC member-
ship requirement.  Ask Pastor Tony or Karu if you 
are interested in more information about the Sim-
ply Giving program. 
 
There is an added benefit of making contributions 
of record; the church can then send you an accu-
rate and complete annual charitable contributions 
statement for tax purposes.   
 

- By Dave Lambert 

http://bible.us/Acts2.41-47.NIV
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Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

8011 Old Georgetown Road 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
Phone: 301-652-5160 

Fax: 301-652-2301 
www.heartmindsoul.com 
clc@heartmindsoul.com 

 
Pastor Tony Carpenter  

Interim Pastor 
 

Richard Czypinski 
Minister of Music & IT Administrator 

 
Bobby Larsen 

Office Administrator 
 

Ji-Na Kim 
Associate Director of Music  

 

Florence Heacock 
Minister of Small Groups 

 
W. Karunaratne 

Finance Administrator 

 
Church Council 

George Wenchel, President 
Nathan Sprenger, Vice President 

Tim Smith, Secretary 
Frank Goodyear 

Cynthia Willkomm 
Eleanor Black 

Farshad Bahari 
Sanna Solem 

Heidi Clemmer 
Alice Daniel  

Larry Goolsby                                               
Lisa Rickard 

 
Church Council meets every 3rd Wednesday 

of the Month at 7 pm 
Church members are welcome to attend 

Mission of The Connection 
 

To communicate about disciple-making 
events and opportunities, all for the 

glory of God and to grow His Kingdom. 
 
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the 
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!  
 
 

Next  Connection Deadline 
 

Submissions for the September issue of The Connection are 
due by 5:00 pm on Friday, September 20th.  

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?  
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com 

to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter. 

 

Regular Schedule 
 

  9:15 am Contemporary Worship 

        with Communion in the Sanctuary 

 10:15 am Christian Education for Adults 

        (see details inside newsletter) 
   Faith Formation for Children 
        Ages 3 thru Elementary School age 
           (begins September 8th, 2013) 

 11:15 am Traditional Worship       

       with Communion in the Sanctuary 


