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The Whole Armor of God...to Battle Evil! 
Ephesians 6 
10 A final word: Be strong with the Lord's mighty power. 11 Put on all of God's armor so that you will be able to stand 

firm against all strategies and tricks of the Devil. 12 For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but 

against the evil rulers and 

authorities of the unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against wicked spirits 

in the heavenly realms. 13 Use every piece of God's armor to resist the enemy in the time of evil, so that after the battle 

you will still be standing firm. 14 Stand your ground, putting on the sturdy belt of truth and the body armor of God's 

righteousness. 15 For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News, so that you will be fully prepared. 16 In 

every battle you will need faith as your shield to stop the fiery arrows aimed at you by Satan. 17 Put on salvation as your 

helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 Pray at all times and on every occasion in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere. 

 

Do you think your life, your lifestyle, will ever be the same again?  Are your afraid to move about or travel by plane? 

Are you sleeping peacefully?  Can you trust God with your tomorrow?  Do you need 

God today?  CNN newscaster Judy Woodruff admitted on television ―Even if you 

don’t believe in God, at times like this you want to reach out to a higher being for sal-

vation.‖  Not the watery, feel-good, "Chicken-Soup-for-the-Soul" God. But the un-

movable, unshakable, ―How Firm a Foundation" God, the God who is ―my armor so 

that I will be able to stand firm against all strategies and tricks of the 

Devil.‖   (Ephesians 6:11) He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my strong-

hold.‖ (Psalm 18:2) 

 

In Ephesians 6:10-18 the Apostle Paul uses an analogy of armor and warfare to teach 

us about the spiritual equipment necessary for standing against temptations and spiri-

tual attack.  It is the passion and desire of God that each one of his children put on His 

armor of love. The Father doesn’t want us to live in fear or despair.  

 

     First, we put on the belt of truth. Satan is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44).  

We are in a battle with the  ―powers and evil rulers of the unseen world.‖ It is the light 

of Christ that shines when we put on the belt of truth.  What is truth?  ―Jesus said to     

the people who believed in him,  you are truly my disciples if you keep obeying my 

teachings.  And you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.‖ (John 8:31-32)  

―God is good, all the time— all the time, God is good.  Evil wants to tempt our     

hearts with questions about the power and authority of God.  

 

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 

     Next, we are invited to put on the body armor of God’s righteousness.  The breast 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF FALL SCHEDULE 
 

   

SEPTEMBER, 2001 
 

Tuesday, September 4th  

 Quilting Group resumes (10:00 AM Upstairs Carpeted Rm.)   

Sunday, September 9th  

 Bible 101 Class Begins (10:15 - 11:15 AM) 

 The Way of Love Class Begins (10:15 - 11:15 AM)  

Monday, September 10th  

 Women's Spirituality Group Begins (7:30 - 9:00 PM) 

Tuesday, September 11th  

 Women's Circle Groups resume at usual times & days   

Thursday, September 13th  

 Adult Choir Begins (7:30 - 9:00 PM) 

Sunday, September 16th   

 Rally Day (Beginning of Pathfinders) 

 (10:15 - 11:15 AM) 

Sunday, September 23rd   

 Caring & Sharing (Teddy Bear Ministry) Study Begins 

Saturday, September 29th 

 Parent/Youth Retreat (9:00 - 4:00 PM) 

 

OCTOBER, 2001  
 

Wednesday, October 3rd 

 Beginning of WHARF (6:30 - 8:30 PM) 

Thursday, October 4th 

 Beginning of D.O.C.K. [Day of Christ's Kids]   (5:30 PM) 

 

NOVEMBER, 2001  
 

Sunday, November 11th 

 Thankoffering Service (During all services)  

 CLCW Luncheon & Meeting (After 11:15 Service) 

Thursday, November 22nd 

 THANKSGIVING DAY 
 

DECEMBER, 2001  
 

Saturday, December 8th 

 CHRISTMAS MUSICAL  

Sunday, December 16th 

 Children's Worship  

Monday, December 24th 

 CHRISTMAS EVE  

Tuesday, December 25th 

 CHRISTMAS DAY  

 

plate of righteousness is the most important 

part of our body armor because it protects 

our hearts from the evil one.  Paul wants 

each believer to know that we are forgiven 

and accepted through faith in Jesus Christ 

alone.  We are not protected by our good-

ness,  but by the righteousness of Jesus 

blood on a cross.  Nothing, therefore, can 

separate us from God and life evermore.  

 

     We are given the shield of faith to protect 

us from afflictions and fears of every sort.  

Jesus is our shield and protection in all     

circumstances.  Prayer is the best way to 

access the shield of faith.  Pray the Lord’s 

Prayer four times a day just for starters.    

 

     Paul instructs us to put on the helmet of 

salvation.  The helmet not only protects our 

mind and soul but declares our allegiance.  

We belong to the company of Christ.  The 

helmet of salvation also protects our minds 

from evil.  Many of Satan's tricks are about 

messing with our minds so that he can go on 

to our hearts. We need to know that our 

minds are vulnerable to the evil  one, but can 

be protected with the helmet of salvation.  

 

     Finally we are armed with the sword of 

the Spirit, the word of God  The sword is our 

only offensive weapon!  God uses His     

word to expose sin and evil and making all 

vulnerable to Himself and His justice.  When 

we commit our hearts, minds and     souls to 

God we need to know that we will come up 

against temptation, evil and the powers of 

hatred that rule this world.  We 

don’t want to have any hatred or prejudice 

against Arab people or followers of Islam.  

They are not the Osama bin Laden’s of     

this world.      

 

 

Yours in Christ,   

Pastor Marv  



3 

PLACES TO PLUG IN! 
WEDNESDAY MORNING  

BIBLE STUDY 
meets every Wednesday at 10:30 

AM in the Hospitality Room,  

starting Wednesday, Sept. 12th 

The Quilting 

Group meets at 

10:00 AM on the 1st 

and 3rd Tuesday of 

every month.  They 

took 70 quilts they 

made to Lutheran World Relief this year.  

Blankets and dark-colored and floral sheets are 

needed.  More helping hands are also needed.  

Call Mary Lynn at 301-340-2944 for more 

information.  No experience necessary! 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY GROUP: 

Small group for 

women of all ages.  

Meets Monday 

nights, 7:30-9:00 

pm, in various group 

member homes.  Cur-

rently studying Be-

coming A Woman of Excellence by Cynthia 

Heald.  Childcare can be arranged if needed.  Con-

tact Jane Thompson, 301-493-5527 or Krista 

Vingelis, 301-652-5160 

 

YOUNG ADULT  

DISCIPLESHIP 

GROUP 
Small group for young 

adults ages 18-30.  

Weekly Bible study plus 

monthly service and fellowship activities.  We are 

currently changing meeting nights.  Contact Krista 

Vingelis, 301-652-5160, with questions. 

SUNDAY EVENING  

HEALING SERVICES 
 

Watch for further times and dates in future Chroni-

cle and This Week  newsletters. 

Want to eat out with some 

great folks after Sunday 

11:15 Service?  
 

Come to La Madeleine with us for 

good food and fellowship.  A group 

of people from the church meets for lunch at La 

Madeleine French Bakery and Café at 7607 Old 

Georgetown Rd.,  

Bethesda at around 12:30 PM.   Call Richard Czyp-

inski at 301-652-5160 or Katherine Beckman at 

301-215-4179 for more info., or... just show up! 
 

TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY 

Coming to CLC!!!! 
 

Ministry for God through "teddy bears"!  Do you have a small 

"teddy bear" to share for His "Teddy Bear Ministry" at CLC?!!  

Read about the new "Teddy Bear Ministry" on page 8.  

  

God's intercessors for His "Teddy Bear Ministry" are Helga 

and Ash Krug through Helen Schuetze, and 

Helen has inspired others here at CLC.  Prayers, 

Praise and Thanksgiving to God for His interces-

sors and "teddy bears"!   

COME SING 

WITH US!!! 
 

The Music program at Christ Lutheran 

offers the opportunity for children, adults, 

and instrumentalists to share their gifts by 

leading in worship. 

 

We welcome new members at any time, but September 

is an especially good month to join our choir.  If you 

have questions concerning membership in the Adult 

Choir, contact Jin Sun Cho, our Minister of Music and 

Organist, at 301-652-5160. 
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Christ Lutheran Church is building a new  

CONNECTIONS BOARD, where people can list 

needs for housing, jobs, and all kinds of helpful information.  

All ads will be subject to review by the church office, and the 

board will be located directly across the hall from the office.   

 

Currently, there are several people in the congregation or on 

staff looking for housing, specifically a room or a studio in a 

house or apartment.  Please call the church office at 301-652-

5160 and speak with Richard if you can help. 

 

Further details coming soon…. 

PRAYER ROOM 
Sundays 

9 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. 

Second Floor of Luther Hall  

 

1 Timothy 2:1…First of all, then, I urge that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for everyone. 

   

The Prayer Room will be open for you to spend time 

in quiet prayer and/or for a prayer minister to pray 

with you---for prayers of adoration and praise for 

God, healing, thanksgiving, confession, supplication, 

intercession for you, your loved ones, our church, 

community, and world. 

 

“PRAYER…links all aspects of our lives to God.  

God is present in all of life…PRAYER is centering 

our life in our relationship with God in Christ and 

allowing that center to be present in all we do. . .   

Christ will be there for rest, guidance, joy, love, and 

hope.  In PRAYER we present our whole life and the 

lives of other to God, so that God may be known and 

lives may be touched by GRACE.‖  Richard J. 

Beckmen 

Women’s Circle Groups meet 

on a monthly basis at the church and in homes.  

There are 5 groups that meet.  Please contact 

Priscilla Lotsberg at 703-883-2199 or Joan Enter-

line at 301-652-0553 if you would like to join one of 

our circle groups, or just come to one of our meet-

ings.  The groups and their schedules schedules are 

as follows:  

 
Alpha Circle:  2nd Tuesday monthly at 12 Noon 

  (church) 

Rachael Circle:  2nd Tuesday monthly at 7:30 PM 

   (in individual homes.) 

Dorcas Circle:  2nd Wednesday monthly at 12:30 PM

   (church) 

Martha Circle:  3rd Tuesday monthly at 10 AM  

   (church) 

Saturday Circle: 1st Saturday monthly at 9:30 AM 

      (in individual homes)  

PRAYER BOOKS 
 

Staff Prayer Journals for your input (your written prayer s for 

the staff) are available on the table in the narthex. There is a 

prayer journal for each one of the following staff:   
 

Pastor Marvin Tollefson  

Krista Vingelis  

Jin Sun Cho  

Richard Czypinski   

 

At anytime, as God speaks to you or 

leads you, stop by the narthex table to 

share or write a prayer for each staff 

person in their "Prayer Journal". 

Attention Book Club !!! 
 

The September 11 meeting of the Book Club was can-

celed.  The next  meeting will be Tuesday, October 9 at 

the home of Annette and Michael Poston, 29 Orchard 

Way, Rockville, 20854.   

Phone: 301-424-4064.  

 

Selections for October and November are:  
   Tuesday, October 9:  "London" -  

    by Edward Rutherfurd  

   Tuesday, November 13:  "Gorky Park" -  

       by Martin Cruz Smith.  
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An adventure in Christian education for children & teens 

WHO:  Small groups for children ages 3-18 
WHAT: Explore stories of the Bible through music, crafts, journaling, drama,  
  prayer and more.  Special topical discussions for teens. 
WHEN: Sundays, 10:15-11:15am, starting Sept. 16th 
WHERE: Upstairs education space at Christ Lutheran 
WHY:  To learn and grow in faith with Jesus 
 
Come join us, Sundays this fall, as we blaze the trails of God’s Kingdom! 
To serve on the Pathfinders Team, please contact Krista Vingelis, 301-652-5160.  Adult 
and teenage leaders are needed to build relationships with our children and love them 
in the name of Jesus – won’t you please give your time?  

 

THE DOCK 
Days of Christ’s Kids 

WHO:  Children grades 1-5.  You don’t have to be a member of the church to join us 

WHAT: Praise God the Creator as we sing, dance and act – we’ll be working on a  

  children’s musical to be presented at worship, Sunday, Dec. 16th.   

WHEN: Thursdays, 5:30-6:30pm, starting Oct. 4th (no rehearsal on Thanksgiving) 

  Organizational meeting for all interested parents and children, Saturday, Sept. 22nd, 9:30 am 

WHERE: Music room at CLC – across from main office in office wing 

WHY:  To learn about Jesus and praise Him through the arts 

HOW:  Sign up on the poster in the lobby of the church 

 

For more information, speak to Krista Vingelis, 301-652-5160 
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CLCW STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 
 

I hope that you had a great summer and that you will be ready for our Circle activities. 

 

Would you believe that 26 ladies contributed $ 480.00 in May for Southeast Ministry? The World Child 

contributed $ 400.00 through Sherrill Goolsby. We sent $880.00 to Pastor Wanda McNeil for Southeast 

Ministry, in June. That was not the end of our contribution, it started to multiply like the Biblical ―loaves 

and fishes.‖ Lutheran Brotherhood said they would match up to $ 450.00 of the amount we collected in 

May. We received the check from them in June enabling us to send an additional $ 450.00, AND by the 

time the check was to be sent to them, they had a generous benefactor who offered to match contributions 

they received. We were able to take part in that matching fund also, our $ 880.00 has now grown to $ 

1,780.00, isn’t that great!! Thank you one and all for making this possible. 

 

Bethesda Help needs OUR help. They serve the elderly, disabled, and low income people with food, 

transportation, and financial assistance. At our October Circle we will take a special offering to be sent to 

them for Thanksgiving when the requests for food are greater than usual. They have been serving our 

communities since 1968. As a volunteer organization, they depend on our contributions to carry on their 

work. 

 

Checks should be made out to CLCW, with notation, ―Bethesda Help.‖ If you miss your Circle meeting, 

please send the check to Mary Merrick, 9707 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, Md. 20814. 

 

I have read recently, ―When you begin to feel gratitude for the opportunity to help others, then you are 

getting close to the self-forgetfulness that the Bible tells us is the secret of true happiness.‖ 

 

Caroline Hass 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 
4 week Mini Course Sept  16, 23, 30, Oct 7  

2nd Floor Education Bldg 9:15 AM 

                         

THE PROPHET AMOS and MATERIALISM: 
 

Do you sometimes think that our society has become too materialist?  

Perhaps even reflect upon a personal inability to properly sort out the 

material aspects of our own lives?  The society of Israel at the time of 

Amos held some close similarities to our own society today - rich, smug, 

redefining morality for its own purposes, and a court system which strayed 

from justice.  As Amos confronted the people of Israel with a scathing 

commentary, we can find him also addressing us.  The shepherd does these 

with a magnificent use of language and a brilliance that illuminates his 

message with vigor and integrity. 

 

During this mini-course we will read Amos together and enter into 

discussion directed toward our own lives and toward our own society.  You 

are cordially invited to come - for each of the sessions or even just one 

-and join with co-parishioners in this study.  For further information or 

an advance copy (no charge) of the study guide, contact Carl Seils, 

301-530-8256. 



7 

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 

For more details, call the church office at 301-652-5160  

or see www.heartmindsoul.com/cafeedge 

 

Coffee, Snacks and CDs will be available at Cafe Edge 

Upcoming  

Café Edge  

Concerts 
 

September 29, 2001  
(NEXT SATURDAY AT 7PM!) 

JAIME LLOYD 
 

October 27, 2001   
DOUG FARRIS & COMPANY 
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PRAY, LISTEN, AND WATCH  
FOR  

UPCOMING FALL SMALL GROUPS  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

 Graceful Growing Together 

stewardship initiative Prayer/Bible 

study and work sessions  

 September 9, 23, 30, October 7, 14, 21, 

28, November 4, 11, 18, December 2, 9---

10:15-11:15 a.m., Office Staff Room---

12 week Bible study on "The Way of 

Love" (A Biblical Spiritual Journey), 
based on the book "Something Beautiful 

for God" (Mother Teresa), author Malcolm 

Muggeridge.  

 Teddy Bear Ministries--you have been 

reading the notice for this ministry for a 

couple of months, and the Teddy Bear 

Ministries (Caring and Sharing w/God's 

love for CLC and all at His people at CLC 

and our community). Caring and Sharing 

Bible study commence September 23, 

2001. Teddy Bears' are loving/healing/

joyful intercessors for God--should you 

have a small teddy bear who needs love 

and would bring healing and/or joy to 

someone, please bring that special, small 

teddy bear to reside in any pew at CLC!!  

 Bible 101 (Introduction to the Bible) Bible 

study - Each Sunday, 10-11 a.m., 

commencing September 9, 2001.  

 *** THANKOFFERING SERVICE - 

November 11, 2001 - (All 3 services--

CLC Women)  

 November 11, 2001 - Women's 

Luncheon and CLCW General Meeting 

following 11:15 a.m. service (this held 

annually). Tentative speaker for the 

luncheon: Linda Chinnia, President, 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America.  

 Metro DC Synodical Women - Spring 

Convention - May 4, 2002 (first Sat. in 

May)  

 Fifth Triennial Gathering of Women of 

the ELCA (National Convention) - July 

8-14, 2002, in Philadelphia, PA, Theme 

for 2002-2005: "LISTEN, GOD IS 

CALLING"  

THE WITNESS OF WOMEN:  

An Evangelism Strategy  
(THREE YEAR) 

We always give thanks to God for you and mention you in 

our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and 

Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope  

in our Lord Jesus Christ  

(1 Thessalonians 1:2)  

 

YEAR ONE: REDISCOVERING MY STORY  

YEAR TWO: REVITALIZING OUR STORY  

YEAR THREE: REACHING OUT WITH GOD'S 

STORY 

 
We need an evangelism strategy BECAUSE WE ARE 

CALLED TO BE WITNESSES. As baptized Christians, we are 

called to be evangelists. Christ calls us to "go and make 

disciples of all nations" (Matthew 28:19). Christ promises us 

that we will receive power from the Holy Spirit and that we 

"shall be My (Christ's) witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria and to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8).  

As Ms. Valora Starr Butler (Women of the ELCA) writes, 

"Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Thank you for your commitment to sharing the Good 

News. It will be an exciting three years as women all over the 

United States and Caribbean [8,000 small groups] begin 

exploring the impact of personal witness on an effective 

evangelism ministry. Hearing women in many different settings 

lift up evangelism as a priority brought us [Women of the 

ELCA] to develop this strategy. Through our LISTENING, we 

heard both excitement and doubts. Still there was a question 

about how much women knew about evangelism and where 

they need help."  

She goes on to say, " ..discovered many significant moments 

where women were called by God and proclaimed the Good 

News during their Bible study and discussion session. As the 

list grew with names such as Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and the Samaritan 

women, ...rejoiced that God uses ordinary people to do 

extraordinary things if we are ready."  

She concludes with, "It is my prayer that through the strategy 

and the relationships and support developed by the small 

groups, women will begin to see the importance of being ready 

as strong witnesses in the world.....May Grace and peace be 

multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 

Lord."  



9 

WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA  

(WOMEN OF THE ELCA)  
DURING 2001-2002  

CONNECT WITH WOMEN NEAR AND FAR WHO SHARE COMMON THREADS OF FAITH 

AND COMMITMENT TO BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD  

LUTHERAN WOMEN TODAY 

 
September 2001 - PRAYER AND SPIRITUALITY: Calling out to God  

October 2001 - THE WAYS WE WORSHIP: Praying for the Word  

November 2001 - FAITH INTO ACTION: Holding It Fast  

December 2001 - CELEBRATING TRADITIONS, CULTIVATING SIMPLICITY: Praying Against the Powers  

January/February 2002 - FORGIVENESS, RECONCILIATION, AND RENEWAL: In Due Season and  

Freedom and Forgiveness  

March 2002 - GRIEF, STRESS, TRANSITIONS: The Unseen Hope  

April 2002 - GETTING AND STAYING CONNECTED: The Ultimate Protection  

May 2002 - THE POWER OF "WOMEN'S WORK": Power and Glory  

June 2002 - LIFE'S STAGES, SPIRITUALITY: Ephesians, Part I  

July/August 2002 - LISTEN, GOD IS CALLING: Ephesians, Parts 2 & 3  

LUTHERAN WOMEN TODAY  

REGULAR FEATURES  
 

Women of the ELCA Bible Study - TEACH US TO PRAY  

GIVE US THIS DAY: Marj Leegard's wit and wisdom on everyday life  

MOTHERING SEASONS: Reflections on parenting and spirituality  

BOOKMARKS: Direction for your own reading and help for book groups  

BETWEEN YOU AND ME: Thoughts from the Executive Director/ President of Women of the ELCA  

AMEN!: Timely prayerful reflections  

IN THE SEASON: Articles connecting to the liturgical season  

IDEANET: Reader ideas related to programs, resources, and events of women's groups  
 

 

WOMEN OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

As Ms. Valora Starr Butler, Director for Stewardship and Evangelism, Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, writes that during this past year..."As Paul testified in his letter to the Romans, I am filled with 

encouragement that we can accomplish this mission [proclaiming our (your) faith throughout our community and the 

world]." She goes on to say..."I tell people wherever I go that people all over the church are participating in The 

Witness of Women, leaving to be bold witnesses and disciples. We have become well acquainted with the Samaritan 

woman and have been encouraged by her example of witness. Knowing her has changed the relationships between 

women in small groups across the church. Studying this woman and her encounter with Jesus, and Jesus' encounters 

with others in the Gospel of John, has been a faith-deepening experience."  

"The Holy Spirit is at work in our plans to share intentionally the good news of Jesus Christ with others. Learning to 

see the vision, feel the vision, and live the vision will only broaden and fill our lives as disciples.Let the Holy Spirit 

and your prayers reveal through the sessions of Year Three all that God has planned for you to unfold. You will truly 

be blessed as you reach out with God's story."  

 

"Continued blessings on you and your ministry,  

 

Your Sister in Christ,  

Valora Starr Butler  

Director for Stewardship and Evangelism  

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America"  
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Christ Lutheran will continue our Sunday morning worship 

response to the attack on New York and Washington, D.C.  

We will continue with the theme: 

 

Following His Footsteps... 
 

In The Face of Evil  - Sunday September 23 
We must focus on keeping our hearts right and in Jesus.  Sa-

tan is a liar and the father of lies. (John 8:44) God is the Fa-

ther of Truth, His light shines on us. (Ephesians 5:10 –14) 

 

Under His Wings - Sunday September 30 
What are comforts of Refuge? God is a refuge for his chil-

dren in times of danger and distress.  Are Christians just en-

gaging in wishful thinking when they teach that God is a 

truthful, reliable, and trustworthy heavenly Father? 

 

Singing Songs of Hope - Sunday October 7 
God has an amazing ability to comfort the downhearted and 

inspire the hopeless.  Proclaiming hope is the primary action 

of those who love Jesus. 

Bible Passages for  

Hope and Direction 

 
Are you afraid or fearful?  

A Bible study devotional 

available at the Church. 

How can I help?" is the most-

asked question we are receiving 

in response to the September 11th 

terrorist attacks. Please use the 

Domestic Disaster Response 

Fund information located in this 

newsletter if it is your desire to 

respond. 
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You are invited to prayer by the Rev. H. George Anderson, presiding 

bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and by the Rev. 

Lowell G. Almen, secretary of this church. 

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you know our problems and our 

weaknesses better than we ourselves. In your love and by your power help us 

in our confusion and, in spite of our weakness, make us firm in faith; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (Lutheran Book of Worship #96) 

 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity. 

Grant us the fullness of your grace, that, pursuing what you have promised, 

we may share your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(Prayer of the Day–Pentecost 15) 

 

Watch, dear Lord, with those who wake or watch or weep, and give your angels charge over those who 

sleep. Tend the sick, rest the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joy-

ous. Grant us all this, in your abundant mercy and abiding love. Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Hear the cries of your people, O God, and shelter with your Spirit those families and friends directly devas-

tated by the terror and disasters of these recent days. Bless the work of those who search for victims and sur-

vivors; and bestow your strength and compassion upon those who provide rescue and medical care. Sustain 

them with courage and protect them in safety, so that they and we may be agents of hope and ambassadors 

of peace. Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Lord, keep this nation under your care. Bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace 

among ourselves and a blessing to the other nations of the earth. Grant wisdom to the leaders of all nations 

that governments and people may seek concord and reconciliation where now they are divisions and strife. 

Look with mercy upon this nation and bestow upon the people your merciful care, that we may live securely 

in peace and be guided by your providence. Help us to be lovers of truth and peace; enable us to be agents of 

healing and hope. Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Preserve this nation in justice and honor, that we may lead a peaceable life of integrity. Grant health and fa-

vor to all who bear office in our land, and especially now to the President of the United States, the members 

of Congress, and all those who administer and judge the laws. Help them to serve this people according to 

your holy will. Hear us, good Lord. 

 

O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in peace. Let the design of your great love shine on the 

waste of our wraths and sorrows, and give peace to your Church, peace among the nations, peace in our 

homes, and peace in our hearts. Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and dispose our days in your peace. Prosper 

the labors of those who take counsel for the nations of the world, that mutual understanding and common 

endeavor may be increased among all people. Hear us, good Lord. 

 

Hear the prayers of your people, O God, and remind us of your steadfast love in all times and circumstances, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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AN AMAZING LETTER OF THANKS TO CLC 

RECEIVED FROM DIANE PITTS  

On  September 19th, 2001 
 

Dear Pastor Marv and Members of the Christ Lutheran Church, 

 

For those who may not know me, my name is Diane Pitts. My roommate is Jennie Farr. We are both members of the Christ 

Lutheran Church as well as volunteer members of your neighbor, the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rescue Squad (Rescue 1). 

 

Last Tuesday, 11 September 2001, as you know our area was hit by a devastating act of terrorism when a commercial airplane 

struck the Pentagon. The Rescue Squad responded on one of the initial assignments sending both EMS and Fire apparatus. 

Rescue 1 transported dozens of injured people and assisted in the fire fighting efforts. 

 

Jennie and I initially participated in the hours after the attack by manning the units remaining at our station. Later that same 

night, we were transferred to the Pentagon to assist on the fire fighting efforts on the fire that was still out of control.  I spent the 

next 13 hours at the Pentagon. Jennie remained the rest of the day. 

 

I was called back to duty for the nights of 13 September and 16 September. Jennie has been there for even more days and nights. 

The work was exhausting, and the nights were long and cold as the temperature dropped each night. 

 

 

Last Sunday, I attended the 9:15 service at Christ Lutheran and had mentioned to Pastor Marv that I would be going back to the 

Pentagon that night. He made that announcement at the end of services and people asked me what they could do. I mentioned 

that some home-cooked food would be a welcomed relief, especially for the personnel from my team who had been there from 

the first day without a break! 

 

Two people approached me saying that they would be bringing some food. I was happy for the chance to bring some form of 

home to the chaos downtown. I was thinking that I’d be picking up two dishes, but when I got to the Rescue Squad at 5:30 p.m., 

I was overwhelmed by the amount of food that had been brought there from the members of our Church!  It completely filled the 

7-foot by 3-foot table in the Squad’s kitchen! 

 

It took 8 of us to load up the food. We filled the back of the pick-up truck with our treasure and headed for the Pentagon just 

after 6:00 p.m. It took about 2 hours to clear the security check points and set up to serve the food. Believe it or not, most of it 

was still warm! 

 

At first, only a few people had come by. Within 20 minutes, word got out. The military chaplains even ushered people our way! 

What a hit that food was for all. Fire Department personnel, police and security, military, hospital personnel, just to name a few, 

came away with a satisfying meal. Then, they came by the dozens! All were told by myself and Jennie that this wonderful 

bounty came from Christ Lutheran Church!!! 

 

The favorite and the first to go was the chili. We had LOTS of chili, but it still went fairly quickly. All preferred it served over 

the steamed rice with shredded cheese on top. Other early winners were the lasagna, spaghetti, chicken casserole and beef stew. 

The doctors and nurses snapped up the chicken over white sauce. The baked goods lasted until 4 a. m, just due to the sheer 

number of baked goods brought. No one was disappointed as the food was graciously accepted and consumed! 

 

I am not an official from those over-seeing this incident, but I wanted to extend my personal deep appreciation for your kindness 

and love. Your contribution brightened the lives of a lot of people in the wake of this otherwise dark day and was nothing short 

of a miracle. 

 

Again, thank you for all your love, prayers and sustenance. It was very timely and GREATLY appreciated! 

 

 

 

Diane Pitts 

Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rescue Squad Member 
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Terrorists attack United States, ELCA responds: 
 

Our church is responding to the September 11 calamity through ELCA Domes-

tic Disaster Response. We are partnering with synod offices, congregations and 

Lutheran social ministry organizations in New York, Pennsylvania and Wash-

ington, D.C., to provide pastoral care and support for survivors, their families 

and responders. The ELCA joins with The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod in 

Lutheran Disaster Response to act and will coordinate its work with our ecu-

menical partners in Church World Service as well as with government entities 

and the Red Cross. 

 

100% of gifts designated for the September 11 attack will be directed for these purposes. Please give generously! 

Yes! Send my help: 

__ To help to survivors of the Sept. 11 attack $____________ 

__ To help disaster survivors where most needed $____________ 

 

Name______________________________________ 

 

Address____________________________________ 

 

City________________ State______ ZIP__________ 

 

How to give 
 

To give to ELCA Domestic Disaster Response-"September 11 attack": 

By mail: ELCA DOMESTIC Disaster Response-"Sept. 11 attack" 

P.O. Box 71764 Chicago, Illinois 60694-1764  

By phone: (with a major credit card): 800.638.3522  

On the Web: www.ELCA.org (with a major credit card over a secure connection): 

 

Volunteers 

At this time, civilians are not needed at either disaster site to assist with relief operations. The only people needed to assist 

on-site are medical professionals or workers with special skills. If a need for volunteers arises as the relief operations de-

velop, information will be posted on the ELCA Domestic Disaster Response site. 

Other ways to help 

 Beyond helping the ELCA by contributing funds to support Domestic Disaster Response, you are encouraged to offer 

support in our community - as people deal with trauma, grief, anger and other emotions in the aftermath of this catastro-

phe. 

    * No material resources or donations are being sought nor be collected at this time. If specific items might be needed in 

the future, information will be posted on the CLC or ELCA Domestic Disaster Response web sites. 

    * Lutheran Disaster Response-certified and properly credentialed counselors will be sent to New York and Washing-

ton, D.C.  Counselors who would like to help are asked to call 773.380.2748 and provide their information to Loraine 

Deon, Lutheran Services in America. She will maintain a list of people who have offered assistance. We know the needs 

will be long-term, and we will call upon you if your gifts can be utilized. 

    * Ministry response is needed on the local level. When a terrorist attack occurs, we all are affected and feel vulnerable.  

Parents can talk with their children about the issues they are feeling (one four-year-old asked his mother if he was going 

to be hurt by the explosions). Krista Vingelis has prepared A Family Resource Packet available at CLC.   We all need to 

underscore that Muslim or Middle Eastern families and organizations in our communities are our friends and neighbors, 

and are not involved in these terrorist acts. 

    * Call your local blood bank or American Red Cross chapter to see if blood donations are still needed. 

    * Continue to pray for those who have lost loved ones, for the survivors, their families and friends; pray for world-wide 

peace and reconciliation; support appropriate community prayer vigils. 
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Graceful Growing Together  

Stewardship 

Initiative envelopes are now 

provided in all monthly envelope 

packets, in addition to the regular 

offering envelopes.  Pew envelopes for 

Graceful Growing Together are also in 

the pews for your convenience at all 

services. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

8011 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD  20814-2476 

Email: clcbethesda@unidial.com 

301-652-5160 Fax - 301-652-2301 

Website: http://www.heartmindsoul.com 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Christ Lutheran Church is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ; to transform all people into 
fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

 
OUR VISION STATEMENT 

 Our vision is to be a community of believers making 
and baptizing disciples so that Christ’s forgiveness 

and healing can be accomplished in the world. 
 

 We are a community of believers because God 
wants us to be something together and represent 

God with our unified diversity.  Our vision is to 
further God’s Kingdom in our midst. 

www.heartmindsoul.com 

With a new design 

!!!ATTENTION!!!  
 

THE DEADLINE FOR  

ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT 

CHRONICLE  

IS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3RD! 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Marvin Tollefson 

Pastor   

Krista Vingelis 

Minister of Family & Community Care 

Jin Sun Cho 
Organist & Minister of Music 

Richard Czypinski 

Office Manager 

Claire  Cho 

Office Assistant 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Jeff Karpinski: President 

Sanna Solem: Secretary 

Tim Bradley: Treasurer 

Franz Schauer  

Jennifer Walker 

Grace Lloyd-Davies 

Eugene Saylor 

Priscilla Lotsberg 

Laurie Heinecke 


