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OUR MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

The mission of Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ and to transform all 
people into fully devoted followers 
of Jesus Christ. 

 

OUR VISION  
STATEMENT 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
exists to 
 Welcome people to faith; 
 Equip people with a faith that 
works in real life; 
 Send people into service into a 
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’ 
name. 

 

GREAT  
COMMANDMENT 

 

“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind…. Love 
your neighbor as your-
self” (Matthew 22:37-39) 

 

GREAT  
COMMISSION 

 

“Go and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 
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God’s reigning rainbow rains 

down beautiful colors upon 

the earth, so that all people 

will be blessed in the glory of 

God’s love, that all mankind 

will live in the glory of God’s 

love, sharing love for all.  As 

a child, “let them come to me.  

Don’t stop them! For the 

Kingdom of God belongs to 

such as these” Mark 10:14 

 

Giving, sharing, spreading 

smiles and kindness for all 

kind in the world. Help people 

smile. It is not wrong to help 

someone out by pushing their 

grocery cart out to their car.  

Put 
(continued on page 2) 

God’s Rainbow 
An article written by Bobby Larsen 
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(continued from page 1) 

God’s Rainbow 

the neighbor’s trash to the curb when it is left.   

 

Stop and help a child to see the world through God’s 

glory. Put an arm around a homeless person; stop 

and serve God.  “Anyone who wants to be the first 

must take last place and be the servant of everyone 

else” Mark 9:35, do the glory of God and good will 

to all people.   

 

Small acts of kindness are a glory to the people who 

receive your kindness. Reaching out where you are 

right now, be it in a parking lot at the mall, or walk-

ing down the street, the person you pass may need a 

smile. A simple “hello”, or a wave of your hand may 

change that person’s outlook for that day. The ran-

dom people you meet out and about are your glory 

to God.   

 

Make a change. Be the difference in your own 

world, and you will be the difference in the world.   

I cannot change the world, but I can make small   

differences in someone else’s life, and that in itself 

is making a change for the world. 

 

What are you doing right now?  What can you do 

now to make a change in someone’s life?  Make a 

phone call to an old friend, or to a long-lost relative.  

Give your time to the Girls N’ Boys Club down the 

street; it is now time to make our world a part of 

God’s world.   

 

What are you waiting for?  Stop reading, and go 

make a difference in God’s world. 

 

 

…..Well, are you done yet?  Did it feel good to be 

about God’s plan?  All it takes is a little bit at a time, 

and the next thing you know, you are living in God’s 

world and blessing all of the people that you pass on 

the street, parking lot, and the mall, and making dif-

ferences in your church and God’s world. 

 

Start small!  Read God’s word every day, or just go 

to Christ Lutheran Church’s Facebook page and read 

the daily devotional, or visit our church’s website 

and read the daily devotional that is found there.   

 

OK, so that is self-promo for the church, but we are 

here to do God’s work, and the church is a great place 

to start. We also have a devotional books, small 

group ministry, and do not forget our new church 

sing-a-long on the first Sunday of every month.  

Please feel free to pick your own Christian song. The 

church is about you helping others!  What a great 

place to start! 

 

Church is a useful way to bless all people. It does not 

take much to make a better place if we all take a 

small step to make the world a better place together at 

Christ Lutheran Church.  As one Lutheran church, we 

can help the world.  It is ok to dream of God’s glory 

reigning down a rainbow upon us in beautiful colors 

of God’s glory.  Just think of all of the wondrous 

bright colors of the rainbow, dancing around us, all 

around the world. 

You are that person that makes a difference. 

 

….Well, are you done making a difference yet? I pray 

that you are never done making a difference in this 

church and the world that surrounds you.  Feel free to 

love the world.  That is what God wants us to do.  

Love! LOVE! 

God’s Rainbow  
over our City  
of Bethesda 
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WELCOME TO CELC! 
 

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church? Want to know more about 
our faith community? Please email 
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com, 
to begin receiving our weekly  
e-newsletter. 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION 
 

The sacrament of Holy Communion 
is offered at both worship services, 
every Sunday morning. We offer 
traditional wine and grape juice. 
Two crystal chalices are used; the 
grape juice is white and the com-

munion wine is dark red. If you would like more informa-
tion about communion, contact Pastor Jon. 
(pastrojon@heartmindsoul.com 
 

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY 
 

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat minis-
try, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet 
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact 
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com). 
 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE 
 

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means for 
small farmers to make enough money to support 
themselves while using the premiums to improve their 
standard of living.  
 
Here’s what’s available: 
 pillow packets (pre-ground) of 

Regular (Mind Body Soul) and 
Decaf (Columbian). Each pillow 
packet makes one pot (about 64 
oz) of coffee ($2) 

 a variety of whole bean and 
ground regular and decaf cof-
fees ($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16-
oz pkg and decaf) 

 
To learn more about this coffee, visit 
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee 
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the 
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please 
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).  

IN AND AROUND CELC 

THE TABLE MINISTRY 
 

Why The Table and Neighborhood Life?  Neighborhood 
Life is the optimal place for life change similar to the 
experiences of the early church where spiritual devel-
opment and outreach happened right where you live… 
by building genuine friendships with both CELC and 
non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a natural 
part of your everyday life; by responding to the needs 
of others in your neighborhood and beyond. 
 
If you would like to participate in a Table group, please 
contact Sanna Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com), Flor-
ence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com), or  Larry 
Goolsby (goolsbyl@comcast.net). 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Find us on facebook: 
Christ Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on twitter: 
@christbethesda 
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Small Group Ministries 

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dy-
namic Sunday morning experience 
for those wishing to learn, experi-
ence the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in 
the 21st Century “challenging life-
styles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiri-
tual, nurturing, and supportive 
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in 
The Upper Room. Contact Larry 
Goolsby (301-946-6479; 
lgoolsby@aphsa.org)  

 
“THRIVE” for 
women seeking in-
depth Bible study, 
fellowship, fun, 
outreach minis-

tries meets September-July, 9:00-
10:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Satur-
days of each month. Breakfast in-
cluded. Contact Sanna Solem 
(sannalsolem@gmail.com; 301-
571-0050)  
 
“Men’s Master 
Builders”  Stay 
tuned for further 
information about a different   
activity or service project we     
can do soon.   
 

Contact Larry Goolsby 
(goolsbycl@comcast.net) 
 
“Monday Night Group” meets 
weekly, 7:30-9:00 pm for study, 
prayer, fellowship in the Hospital-
ity Room. Contact Steve North 
(steve.celc@gmail.com; 301-871-
8161) 
 
“The Table Ministry”—21st Cen-
tury table experience, around the 
Table of Christ. Build genuine 
friendships in and out of CELC, 

Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and 
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and 
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are re-
spected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love 
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people. 

grow spiritually on every day basis, 
and respond to the needs of others. 
Three-session series, with meal, in 
Host Homes. Contact: Florence 
Heacock (301-452-2491; flo-
hea@heartmindsoul.com) 
“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer, 
study, discussion, fellowship. Pray-
erLife outreach includes Taizé 
Prayer Services and prayer study. 
Contact Florence Heacock (301-452
-2491), Larry Goolsby (301-946-
6479), or Dave Lambert (301-983-
5034) 
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study 
based on material provided by the 
Women of the ELCA, meets at 
10:30 am on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month. Contact Wilma Christ 
(301-530-5023) 
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based 
on material provided by the 
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. Contact Alice Daniel (301-
949-4688)                           
“Women’s Healing Ministry” —A  
12-step, Christian recovery ministry 
based on the Beatitudes that uses 
eight principles as well as fellow-
ship and God’s healing power to 
help heal hurts and overcome per-
sonal defects and replace them 
with life’s abundance. Contact Flor-
ence Heacock 
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com;  
301-452-2491). 

MEN’S MINISTRY            

A few years ago, CELC had a 
growing and active men’s small 
group/bible study.  Several men of 
CELC have lost their men’s small 
group – are there a few guys out 
there who are interested in facilitat-
ing/participating in a “men’s small 
group”?  If so, please talk with 
Larry Goolsby.  If you do not  
connect with Larry, please email  
mensministry@heartmindsoul.com, 
and we will pass your message and 
contact information on to Larry. 

Small Group  
Ministers Forum    

 

Saturday, Dec. 1st   

9:30-11 a.m. Hospitality Room 

mailto:mensministry@heartmindsoul.com
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Building Community Outside "Normal" Group Time 
Often we try to cram our small group into the allotted group time. We meet once or twice a month for two 

hours and expect our group to become a tight-knit family. That's not probably going to happen if your group 

only gets together for normal group time. So how do you help people connect with one another outside of the 

official group meeting? Here are a few simple tips: 

 

 Attend the same church service and sit together 

 Create an email distribution list or Facebook page and maintain an 

electronic conversation 

 Serve together in a children's ministry 

 Meet at a coffee shop together 

 Eat an exotic or off-beat restaurant together 

 Watch a movie together and discuss it over dinner 

 Split up into foursomes and meet in smaller groups for dinner 

 Do a service project together 

 

Cultivating a Heart for Others: Recovering your Missional Edge 
There are three patterns of a healthy group: Connecting with one another (the RELATIONAL pattern), Chang-

ing to be like Christ (the GROWTH pattern), and Cultivating a heart for others (the MISSIONAL pattern). 

That last pattern is the most neglected in the typical small group. Many groups do the relationships pretty well 

and they might even experience some spiritual growth. But they often forget about the most important biblical 

pattern of a healthy group. So how can you tell if you've lost that "missional feeling?" Here are four tips you 

have a problem: 

 

1. Listen to the prayer requests. Are they are all about personal    

stuff but never about the friend or neighbor who needs Christ? 

2. Does your group get excited about fun social stuff but never 

serve? If you can plan parties and picnics but not service opportuni-

ties, you have probably lost your missional edge. 

3. Does your group like to study Bible but doesn't focus on how to 

share Biblical truths with others outside the group? Do you study for 

the sake of personal improvement but not to pass along to others what 

you've learned? 
 

Listen for complaints. If your group complains about how messed up the world is or what they don't like about 

the church service, you know you need to work on the missional edge. The world has always been broken.  

Our conversations should be about how to expand the Gospel message not what's wrong in the world! 

If you want to fix the problem start with number one: work on your prayers. Encourage your prayer time to be 

focused on lost friends and family. Spend more time praying for missionaries, mission trips, and opportunities 

to share the Gospel. Have each person name one person they feel spiritually burdened for. If you recover the 

missional pattern in your prayers, you will soon see it come alive in your group! 

http://www.simplesmallgroups.com/simple_small_groups/2011/05/building-community-outside-normal-group-time.html
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=small+groups&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1463&bih=689&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsb&tbnid=gVbs4U4gq96JSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.faithec.org/smallgroups.htm&docid=LumDouVrcJo5uM&imgurl=http://www.faithec.org/images/small_group1.jpg&w=388&h=225&ei=7Yo3U
http://www.simplesmallgroups.com/simple_small_groups/2011/05/cultivating-a-heart-for-others-recovering-your-missional-edge.html
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=small+groups&start=285&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1463&bih=689&addh=36&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsb&tbnid=xk_PyyDfDSglcM:&imgrefurl=http://www.faith-life.org/Connect/SmallGroups/tabid/51070/Default.aspx&docid=DBXXi7F-9tydPM&imgurl=http://www.faith-
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History of Small Groups  
         SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People Connect 

In the History of Small Group Ministry, Scott Severance 
writes…..small group ministry is a major ministry model of the 
New Testament. Jesus chose twelve disciples and spent one-on-
one, interactive time with them. After He returned to heaven, 
the disciples established small groups of believers. The author 
of Luke describes the early church this way: 

[The believers] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. . .  
All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he 
had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate to-
gether with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved. 

This is a wonderful example of the small group ideal. Because 
Luke tells us that the believers ate together in homes, we know 
that the size of the groups was not great. Each group enjoyed 
community, prayer, and study. (At that time, the New Testa-
ment had not been written, so the groups studied the apostles’ 
teachings, many of which have since become part of the New 
Testament. Today small groups should study the Bible.) Warren 
asserts that there are “five dimensions of church growth”: 

Churches grow warmer through fellowship  
Churches grow deeper through discipleship  
Churches grow stronger through worship  
Churches grow broader through ministry  
Churches grow larger through evangelism. 

All five dimensions were present in the church of Acts 
and are still present in today’s small groups. 

Later, small group movements sometimes accompa-
nied periods of reform in the church. For example, in 
1670 Philip Spener, who was a Lutheran pastor in 
Frankfurt, Germany, organized  what he called 
“cottage prayer meetings.” These meetings were 
similar to today’s small groups and were largely re-
sponsible for a major revival. Many forms of ministry 
can have a valuable impact on the church—from 
preaching to Pathfinders to social programs—and 
each has its place in the church. Small groups are 
more personal and facilitate stronger relationships, 
but larger groups are more open to outsiders and 
have more resources available to help those in need.  
The church must have both.  

If you would like to participate in a small group, facili-
tate or start a small group or prayer group, contact 
Larry Goolsby (lgoolsby@aphsa.org) or Florence Hea-
cock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com)        

GROUPS THRIVE  
Use groups for assimilation, 
community, and discipleship, 
and ministry. 
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Development  
Town Hall Meeting 

Saturday, October 13  
10 am—2 pm 
In Sanctuary 

Very important information, results, and  
recommendations from the Capital Campaign 
Feasibility Study will be shared and discussed.   

Please bring a snack with you. 
 

Congregational   
Meeting & Vote 

Sunday, October 28  
10:15 am 

Between Services, in the Sanctuary. 

CULINARY ARTS UPDATE 

Farm to Freezer 
Each Saturday in  

August, the Farm to 

Freezer program used the 

Graceful Growing To-

gether “awesome” com-

mercial kitchen. With ten 

volunteers, they were 

able to prepare 54 lbs. of tomato sauce, 11 lbs. of 

blanched squash and zucchini, and 10 lbs. of roasted 

eggplant, all to be frozen in the Bethesda Cares do-

nated freezer space. 

 

Community Festival 
CELC recently held its yearly Community Festival. 

It is classified as a public event so we followed the 

food safety laws of the State of Maryland and the 

rules and regulations of Montgomery County with 

regards to a licensed food service facility. 

 

Food Safe Families 
The CDC estimates that approximately one in six 

Americans (or 48 million people) will suffer from 

food poisoning illness this year, resulting in roughly 

128,000 hospitalizations and 3,000 deaths. While the 

federal government takes steps every day to help 

keep our food safe, this Food Safe Families public 

service announcement campaign shows us that there 

are things that we can all do at home to reduce our 

risk of food poisoning. 

 

Stone Soup & Pretzels 
Many members of CELC remember Dave and Dee's 

soup and pretzel Lenten meal where some attendees 

helped roll out the pretzels.  This meal became the 

genesis of a new culinary arts class.  First published 

in 1947, the Caldecott Medal winning picture book 

classic "Stone Soup" has remained one of Marcia 

Brown's most popular and enduring books.  This 

story, about three hungry soldiers who outwit the 

greedy inhabitants of a village into providing them 

with a feast, is based on an old French tale. The class 

will listen to Chef Da-Vid's adaptation of the book 

while learning how to make stone soup and soft pret-

zels.  Bring your appetite; enjoy this simple meal 

and take home a copy of Stone Soup to read to your 

children or grandchildren.  This course is still under 

development; see Dave Lambert or look for more 

information later this fall.  

 

Choir resumed again in Septem-
ber, and the choir is on the way 
to preparing a Christmas  
Concert on Sunday, December 
16th at 5 pm.. Choir rehearsal 
happens every Thursday night  
from 8:00—9:30 pm.  We are 
always searching for more singers.  If you enjoy 

singing with others and  would like 
to try out singing with the choir, just 
come on and join us on a Thursday 
night, let me know on a Sunday 
morning, or contact me at the 
church at 301-652-5160  
or my e-mail address:  
richard@heartmindsoul.com 

 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Richard Czypinski, Minister of Music 
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PRAY, PRAY, PRAY! 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  “Rejoice always,   pray 
continually,  give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

 
Set aside time each day. 
Every relationship needs 
time and your connection 
with God is no different. 
Set daily prayer appoint-
ments and keep them. The 
more commitment you 
have the better your prayer 
life will be. 

 
 

Go to a quiet place where you will not 
be disturbed. Being alone will enable 
you to focus on God's presence and 
your connection to that presence. If this 
seems too intimidating, try praying for 
only a few minutes at a time until you 
feel more comfortable. 

 

Begin with a few moments of silence. 
We live in a world of endless chatter 
and need stillness to hear the voice of 
our creator. This voice is different for 
everyone and may manifest as feelings 
of peace, hope, love or forgiveness. 

 

Present your need or intention honestly 
and completely. This can be done a 
number of ways. One method is to re-
cite memorized prayers (such as the 
Our Father) while remaining focused 
on your intention. Another method is to 
converse with God as though he is 
there in room with you. There are many 
ways to express your desires; find the 
one that works best for you. 

 

 

End the prayer by giving thanks and 
showing gratitude for what God has 
done for you. Being thankful shifts the 
focus from your neediness to God's 
abundance. No matter how little you 
have, there is always something to be 
grateful for. 

 

Have faith that your prayers will be an-
swered. Once you express your inten-
tions in prayer, know that God has heard 
them and let go of the outcome. This 
may be the most difficult step of the 
prayer process. However, prayer without 
faith is just empty words. Have patience 
and look for signs (no matter how small) 
that your prayers are being answered. 

Romans 12:12 “Be joyful in hope, patient in af-

fliction, faithful in prayer.” 

http://www.ehow.com/how_2048954_pray.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2048954_pray.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2048954_pray.html
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12:12&version=NIV
http://www.faithclipart.com/image/prayers-please.html
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The Thrive sisters are winding our way through all of the books of the Bible. At this time we all agree that we 
are getting a better understanding of the Book as a whole and its history. If you are interested in joining our 
Bible studies, we meet twice a month, usually the first and third Saturdays at 9:00 AM.  Our next gathering is 
October 6th.  The dates at this time are flexible so please get in touch with me if you want to join us.  We 
welcome all!                                                    
 
Contact Sanna at (sannalsolem@gmail.com) 

Reasons to Join a Small Group: 
 
 You will understand the Bible better in a 

small group. 
 You will begin to really feel like part of 

God’s family. 
 Prayer will become more meaningful to 

you. 
 You will be able to handle times of crisis, 

change, and stress better. 
 You will have a natural way to share Christ 

with friends, relatives, and work associates. 
 You will develop leadership skills you never 

knew you had! 
 You will deepen your understanding of 

worship. 
 You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun. 

Our prayer list… 

Prayer Corner 
 Arlys; Family of Brian Lemley; Paul 
Swanson; Laura North; Ethan 
Dschaak; Brent, Jake, and Casey 
Dschaak;  Alicia Owens; Steve Per-
kins and family; Bill Booth; Ethan 
Dschaak; Tom Parrott; Marie Eason-
Williamson; Andrew and Ruth Dam-
bowy;  Elke Meldau-Womack;  Gene 
Saylor; Michael Foster; Dr. Lindi Wu; 

Marie-Laure; Phoebe Clater; Deborah Lambert; Anne 
Goeltz; Oscar Line; Danny Strunk; Megan Condon; the 
young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and Jane Seaks; the minis-
try of the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the children un-
dergoing treatment at The Children’s Inn at the National 
Institutes of Health and their families and caregivers; the 
Chikumbuso Women  and Orphans Project in Zambia. Carol 
Yvonne Lummus Francis; Linda. 

Thrive Women’s Bible Studies 

          

       

 
Taizé Prayer Services 

 

Join us on the third Monday of each month, 7:15-8:00 pm, in the Sanctuary 
                             

October 15, November 12, December 10.  

http://0.tqn.com/d/webclipart/1/0/S/v/4/Butterfly4.png
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=WOMEN'S+BIBLE+STUDY+CLIP+ART&view=detail&id=FF6BA037EE8241036C84DAD13A4304F91B954FD1&first=0&qpvt=WOMEN'S+BIBLE+STUDY+CLIP+ART&FORM=IDFRIR


10 



11 

 

    

   “How To Understand 

     the Old Testament” 
 
Why is integrity so important? Many people struggle with 

integrity. Lying is considered acceptable, resulting in a 

breakdown of trust in society.  Integrity is the key to: 

 

 Strong personal relationships  (Exodus 18:16-18) 

 Long-term success (Proverbs 11:3) 

 Good Leadership  ( Proverbs 20:28) 

 Pleasing God  (1Chronicles 29:17) 

 

 

   “How To Pray and  

     Fast Like Jesus” 

 
We are the stewards of God’s gifts to us.  Everything we 

have belongs to God; He is sharing it with us. 

 
 Give regularly  (1 Cor. 16:2) 

 Give proportionately  (2 Cor. 8:12) 

 Give generously  (2 Cor. 9:6) 

 Give cheerfully  (2 Cor. 9:7) 

 

THE  
JESUS 

LIFESTYLE 

Our culture is obsessed 
with lifestyle.   

Jesus didn’t leave us a life-
style magazine.  He sat 
down on a mountainside 

and began to teach—The 
Sermon on the Mount, 
“Beatitudes” (Matthew 5)

—the life that Jesus wants 
us to live.  

Join us for one of several 
opportunities, to experi-
ence…..                        
“The Jesus Lifestyle” series. 

Contact Florence Heacock 

(flohea@heartmindsoul.com)  

or  Larry Goolsby                                                                       

(goolsbycl@comcas) 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

8011 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD  20814  

www.heartmindsoul.com 

  Matthew 5:11-13 
God blessed you when you are mocked and persecuted 

and lied about because you are my followers. Be happy 

about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in 

heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were 

persecuted, too.  

The resource is available for all Small        

Groups and Christian education classes. 

For fellowship, discussion and listening to Nicki Gumbel 

teach on integrity. 
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Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —                                                         

October 14, November 4, and Dec 2 10:15—11:15 a.m.,  

for our community breakfasts to share a meal together.  This is also an                          

opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions regarding 

the future of CELC If you would like to bring a food item to share, please    

contact Florence Heacock or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net) 

CELC Community 
Connection 
Breakfasts 

Dates: October  14 

          November 4 

  December 2 
 

Time: 10:15-11:15 a.m. 

Contact person: Florence Heacock 

                            flohea@heartmindsoul.com 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD  20814 

www.heartmindsoul.com 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 

 

 
 
 
Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of care giving training in the congregation. The training is led    
by the congregation's Stephen Leaders--those who attend a one-week Stephen Series Leader's 
Training Course. 
 
Stephen Minister training is an engaging, enjoyable learning experience that combines reading,   
lecture, discussion, skill practice, life application, video, and spiritual growth activities. It equips 
Stephen Ministers to provide a high level of confidential, Christ-centered care to care receivers in 
their faith communities. 

 
Stephen Ministry began in 1975.  

The Stephen Series is now in more than 11,000 congregations from more 
than 150 Christian denominations, in all 50 states, 10 Canadian provinces, 

and 23 other countries.  
More than 60,000 pastors, church staff, and laypersons have been trained as 

Stephen Leaders (those who oversee and direct Stephen Ministry in the 
congregation) at a Stephen Series Leader's Training Course.  

More than 500,000 people have trained as Stephen Ministers in their congre-
gations.  

More than a million people have received care from a Stephen Minister in a 
formal one-to-one Stephen Ministry caring relationship, and millions of 

others have received care from Stephen Ministers in informal ways.   

 
Please pray for CELC’s parish as it begins the journey of reactivating our Stephen Ministry.     

If you are interested in Stephen Ministry, please talk with Lisa Rickard, Elke Womack, or Florence Heacock. 

http://www.stephenministries.org/index.cfm/791#Stephen Ministry
http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/791#Stephen Series
http://www.stephenministries.org/christcare/default.cfm/929
http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/791#Stephen Leaders
http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/791#Leader's Training Course
http://www.stephenministries.org/index.cfm/791#Stephen Ministers
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Join Us For Challenging Lifestyles Each Sunday 
                                                                                                                 

By Larry Goolsby 

 
 
 

Challenging Lifestyles is underway with its fall season, and   
as is always the case, we are having some great sessions  
built around Bible study, caring for the CELC community    
and each other, and relating the challenges of daily living     
to Biblical teachings and our mutual friendship and support 
as fellow Christians. We don’t always solve all the problems 
on the table, but we grow spiritually, take a few more steps 
along our lifelong faith journey, and come to better under-
stand and appreciate God’s grace and love. 
 
On the last Sunday in September, the Challenging Lifestyles 
group spent time discussing the gospel passage for the week, 
Mark 9:38-50. This portion of Mark has a couple of interest-
ing sections. It begins with one of Jesus’ well-known admoni-

tions that even the smallest kindness done to others in his name is in fact a kindness to him. The next por-
tion of the passage is Jesus’ set of warnings that if any part of you is causing you to sin, then you must cut if 
off and get rid of it. His blunt command is clear that you must rid yourself of these parts of your makeup 
even if – like an eye or an arm in the verses’ powerful symbolism – you would otherwise see them as essen-
tial and something you can’t imagine doing without. 
 
This led us to an interesting discussion of the sins of commission and omission. The “commission” category 
is the one we think of most often, and examples are easy to name. These are the wrong acts we commit, 
such as stealing and lying – think of the “thou shalt nots” of the Ten Commandments. The “omission” group 
has plenty of examples too but they aren’t as often in the forefront of our awareness and are often more 
difficult to avoid. Certainly one of those is the acts of help and love we could do toward “the least of these” 
but so often do not. 
 
We also discussed the examples of these needs right here under our noses, so to speak, in our own congre-
gation – examples that may stay hidden unless we make the effort to seek them out. We witnessed a good 
reminder during that morning’s worship service, at which the powerful presentation by several college stu-
dents revealed the great distress they can be under over issues of immigration status and ability to pay high 
tuition costs that threaten to keep them from their dream of completing college. Those in need and who 
are hurting are always around us – we are charged as Christians to find those people and carry out our role 
as disciples in caring for them. 
 
Please consider joining us Sunday mornings for this spirit-filled time together if you aren’t already coming. 
We warmly welcome new members, visitors, family members and friends – all are welcome to join us or 
just drop by as you can. We hope you will accept our invitation; please contact Florence Heacock, flo-
hea@heartmindsoul.com, or Larry Goolsby, goolsbycl@comcast.net. 
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Guiding Star  
Child Development 

Center 
 

Guiding Star Child Development      Cen-
ter provides exceptional child     develop-
ment services in a safe,        nurturing 
Christian environment.      Our philoso-
phy:  Safety is essential. Nurturing and 
respecting the      uniqueness of each 
child is key.  

 
We offer child care at two locations in Be-
thesda: 7009 Wilson Lane and 8011 Old 
Georgetown Rd for information: 301-229-
3004. 

Join us for our Sunday morning 
Faith Formation for Children on 
Sundays at 10:20 am!  Thre will be 

teaching and activities for kids ages 3-Elementary school-age.  
We help children know, love, and follow Jesus in a  fun way. We 
gather at 10:20 upstairs for a time of singing, sharing, and learn-
ing all about Jesus’ love for us!  

Faith Formation  
For Children & 

Youth 

   SATURDAY  
NIGHT  
MOVIE 

 at   
Christ Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

  

Movie Dates, 5-7 p.m. on these Saturday 
nights: October 20, November 10,  
& December 8: “Miracle on 34th Street”  

REFORMATION SERVICE 
AT  

NATIONAL CATHEDRAL 
 

A worship service commemorating the 
Reformation is sponsored annually by the 
Metropolitan Washington ELCA, D.C. 
Synod. Join us at Washington National 
Cathedral on Sunday, October 28 at 4:00 
p.m. for grand music and reflection on the 
liberating gift of God’s grace. All are wel-
come!   http://metrodcelca.org 

ELCA turning 25! 
by MDC Synod Communications  

 

The year of the ELCA’s 25th 

anniversary begins Jan. 1, 

2013, with the theme “Always 

being made new.” What God 

is doing through us at home 

and around the world is worth 

celebrating – and will be! 

With a rich history, we move into the future knowing 

Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “So if anyone is in 

Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new!” 

http://metrodcelca.org/events/annual-events/reformation-service/
http://metrodcelca.org/events/annual-events/reformation-service/
http://www.nationalcathedral.org/
http://www.nationalcathedral.org/
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Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
8011 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD 20814 
Phone: 301-652-5160 

Fax: 301-652-2301 
www.heartmindsoul.com 
clc@heartmindsoul.com 

 
TBA (Coming In  November) 

Interim Pastor 
 

Richard Czypinski 
Minister of Music 

 
Bobby Larsen 

Office Administrator 
 

Ji-Na Kim 
Organist  

 

Florence Heacock 
Minister of Small Groups 

 

W. Karunaratne 
Finance Administrator 

 

Church Council 
George Wenchel, President 

Nathan Sprenger, Vice President 
Tim Smith, Secretary 

Alireza Motameni, Treasurer 
Paula Mathis,  

 Barry McVicker  
Suzanne Parrot 
Frank Goodyear 

Cynthia Willkomm 
Eleanor Black 

Farshad Bahari 
Sanna Solem 

Mission of The Connection 
 

To communicate about disciple-making 
events and opportunities, all for the 

glory of God and to grow His Kingdom. 
 
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the 
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!  
 
 

Next  Connection Deadline 
 

Submissions for the October issue of The Connection are due 
by 5:00 pm on Monday, October 22.  

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?  
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com 

to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter. 

 9:15 am Contemporary Worship 

        with Communion in the Sanctuary 

 10:15 am Christian Education for Adults 

   (see details inside newsletter) 

 10:20 am Faith Formation for Children 

   (Resuming Sunday, September 16th 
   Ages 3 thru Elementary School age) 

 11:15 am Traditional Worship  

        with Communion in the Sanctuary 


