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OUR MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

The mission of Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ and to transform all 
people into fully devoted followers 
of Jesus Christ. 

 

OUR VISION  
STATEMENT 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
exists to 
 Welcome people to faith; 
 Equip people with a faith that 
works in real life; 
 Send people into service into a 
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’ 
name. 

 

GREAT  
COMMANDMENT 

 

“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind…. Love 
your neighbor as your-
self” (Matthew 22:37-39) 

 

GREAT  
COMMISSION 

 

“Go and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 
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Dear Lord, bless the people of this 

church, that we will continue to do the 

Lord’s work, and believe that God has a 

place for all of the people at Christ  

Lutheran Church. Do not let our hearts 

be troubled.  

 

We TRUST in God’s plan. We trust, also, 

that Jesus will guide us to the one true  

God; that his plan for Christ Lutheran 

Church, in the community of Bethesda,  

is to enrich the community around us, 

and in doing so, we will enrich Christ Lutheran Church. What are 

your prayers for Christ Lutheran Church?  

 

Now Father, bring us into the glory you 

shared with Jesus when the world began.  (continued on page 2) 

Loving God  
Loving Each Other 

An article written by Bobby Larsen 
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(continued from page 1) 

Loving God Loving Each Other 

Show us, so that we know everything came from 

you, God, so we can pass on your glories to Christ 

Lutheran Church, and so we can continue to give 

your glories to the community in which we live and 

share. Because the glory belongs to Your people, 

may we bring as many people as possible to the 

Glory of God, so that we will enrich God’s family, so 

the angels will sing glorious  songs in the name of 

the Holy Spirit.  Dear Lord, bless this church, so that 

we may fulfill your glory in heaven for all people. 

 

And I give myself entirely to you so they also 

might be entirely yours. "I am praying not only 

for these disciples, but also for all who will ever 

believe in me because of their testimony. My 

prayer for all of them is that they will be one,  

just as you and I are one, Father -- that just as 

you are in me, and I am in you, so they will be in 

us, and the world will believe you sent me. I have 

given them the glory you gave me, so that they 

may be one, as we are -- I in them and you in 

me, all being perfected into one. Then the world 

will know that you sent me and will understand 

that you love them as much as you love me.”   

   - John 17:19-23. 

 

As Christians, we should always be revealing God’s 

love for His people, and keep on revealing God’s 

love; so that our love will forever be in them.   

The more people we bring to God’s 

glorious heaven, the bigger the  

glorious party will be when we arrive.  

God gave us a command that I now 

give you: Love one another.  As I 

have loved you, so you must love one 

another.  By this all men will know 

that you are God’s disciples, if you 

love one another.  You’ve gotta love 

the lord. You’ve gotta come together, 

right now under love of God, I in you 

– you in me, come together, as one 

love, in the name of the Lord.  All you 

need is God’s love for all people.   

I trust in the Lord, one love for the one true God, our 

Creator.  This is not a dream.  It is what God seeks for 

us to do, in the name of Jesus Christ.  

 

I do not believe in pizza, government, or magic, and I 

do not believe God put us here to fail.  I believe that 

God put us here at Christ Lutheran Church to grow 

his church to be bigger and stronger, so that we are 

so big that Christ Lutheran Church reaches all the 

way to Norfolk Ave.  We have work to do at Christ 

Lutheran Church, so let’s start praying together, and 

start a new journey for the Glory of God.  

 

You’ve gotta be free with one true Love of God, and 

keep praying for God’s love in Christ Lutheran Church 

to grow with God’s love.  
 

The Psalm 24:1-6 is a fitting end:  

 

A psalm of David. “The earth is the LORD's, and 

everything in it. The world and all its people be-

long to Him. For He laid the earth's foundation on 

the seas and built it on the ocean depths.  Who 

may climb the mountain of the LORD? Who may 

stand in His holy place?  Only those whose hands 

and hearts are pure, who do not worship idols and 

never tell lies. They will receive the LORD's bless-

ing and have right standing with God their savior. 

They alone may enter God's presence and worship 

the God of Israel.”   

 

The glory of God has no ending. 

God’s glory is never-ending. Keep 

loving God always.   

 

May the Glory of God always be 

with you so that you may share 

with his children always!  I love 

you, and God loves you, and His 

love is never-ending.  
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WELCOME TO CELC! 
 

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church? Want to know more about 
our faith community? Please email 
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com, 
to begin receiving our weekly  
e-newsletter. 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION 
 

The sacrament of Holy Communion 
is offered at both worship services, 
every Sunday morning. We offer 
traditional wine and grape juice. 
Two crystal chalices are used; the 
grape juice is white and the com-

munion wine is dark red. If you would like more informa-
tion about communion, contact Pastor Jon. 
(pastrojon@heartmindsoul.com 
 

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY 
 

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat minis-
try, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet 
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact 
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com). 

 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE 
 

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means 
for small farmers to make enough money to sup-
port themselves while using the premiums to im-
prove their standard of living.  
 
Here’s what’s available: 
 
 pillow packets            

(pre-ground) of Regular 
(Mind Body Soul) and 
Decaf (Columbian). Each 
pillow packet makes one 
pot (about 64 oz) of   
coffee ($2) 

 
 a variety of whole bean 

and ground regular and 
decaf coffees ($8 for 12-
oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg 
and decaf) 

 
To learn more about this coffee, visit 
www.equalexchange.com  
 
Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support 
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for impov-
erished children in Guatemala. Please contact Lisa 
Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).  

IN AND AROUND CELC 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Find us on facebook: 
Christ Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on twitter: 
@christbethesda 

 



4 

Small Group Ministries 

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dy-
namic Sunday morning experience 
for those wishing to learn, experi-
ence the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in 
the 21st Century “challenging life-
styles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiri-
tual, nurturing, and supportive 
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in 
The Upper Room. Contact Larry 
Goolsby (301-946-6479; 
lgoolsby@aphsa.org)  

 
“THRIVE” for 
women seeking in-
depth Bible study, 
fellowship, fun, 
outreach minis-

tries meets September-July, 9:00-
10:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Satur-
days of each month. Breakfast in-
cluded. Contact Sanna Solem 
(sannalsolem@gmail.com; 301-
571-0050)  
 
“Men’s Master 
Builders”  Stay 
tuned for further 
information about a different   
activity or service project we     
can do soon.   
 

Contact Larry Goolsby 
(goolsbycl@comcast.net) 
 
“The Table Ministry”—21st Cen-
tury table experience, around the 
Table of Christ. Build genuine 
friendships in and out of CELC, 
grow spiritually on every day basis, 
and respond to the needs of oth-
ers. Three-session series, with 
meal, in Host Homes. Contact: 
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491; 
flohea@heartmindsoul.com) 
 

Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and 
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and 
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are re-
spected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love 
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people. 

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer, 
study, discussion, fellowship. Pray-
erLife outreach includes Taizé 
Prayer Services and prayer study. 
Contact Florence Heacock (301-452
-2491), Larry Goolsby (301-946-
6479), or Dave Lambert (301-983-
5034) 
 
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study 
based on material provided by the 
Women of the ELCA, meets at 
10:30 am on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month. Contact Wilma Christ 
(301-530-5023) 
 
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based 
on material provided by the 
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. Contact Alice Daniel (301-
949-4688)                           
 
“Monday Night Group”  - Stay 
tuned for upcoming study.   
For more information,  
contact: Florence at  
flohea@heartmindsoul.com 

 
 
 
 
 

MEN’S MINISTRY            

A few years ago, CELC had a 
growing and active men’s small 
group/bible study.  Several men of 
CELC have lost their men’s small 
group – are there a few guys out 
there who are interested in facilitat-
ing/participating in a “men’s small 
group”?  If so, please talk with 
Larry Goolsby.  If you do not  
connect with Larry, please email  
mensministry@heartmindsoul.com, 
and we will pass your message and 
contact information on to Larry. 

Small Group  
Ministers Forum    

 

Saturday, Dec. 1st   

9:30-11 a.m. Hospitality Room 

mailto:flohea@heartmindsoul.com
mailto:mensministry@heartmindsoul.com
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CELC Development Update 
Fall 2012 

 
Following CELC Council approvals and Congregation advisories, it has been an active period on a 
number of CELC development fronts. Here are brief highlights of key activities and decisions.  

 
Market Assessment (MA) January to June 2012 
 
The Nonprofit Centers Network (NCN) was contracted to collect quantitative and qualitative data on the inter-
est in the use of a community center at the CELC location. NCN administered three surveys for nonprofit or-
ganizations, faith communities and childcare providers in Montgomery County. The consulting team then fol-
lowed up with interviews of potential anchor tenants.  

 
MA Study Highlights: Strong Interest 
 
The consulting team, along with GGT team members, had positive conversations with several potential part-
ners including the YMCA, the Nonprofit Village, Primary Care Coalition, The Arc of Montgomery County, 
Wonders Child Care and the County Department of Recreation. While these conversations are in the early 
stages, we believe that there is strong preliminary interest in the project. The Nonprofit Village or Primary 
Care Coalition, for instance, would be interested in taking an entire floor for lease. They would then sublease 
space to smaller nonprofit agencies. The YMCA and County Department of Recreation are interested in the 
potential for multigenerational activities in the Center and would continue to explore their participation. 
 
Organizations are not in a position to make a decision today on a project expected to open in 2016 so these 
groups will need to be cultivated with a goal of having them sign nonbinding Letters of Interest. In order for us 
to feel confident in the demand for the space, it is important to identify two to four external organizations that 
could make significant space and financial commitments to the project. 
 

MA Next Steps 
 
We (NCN Senior Consultants) believe that the market demand study and financial modeling we completed 
shows a path to the development of a successful community center. A successful model will depend on the 
next steps in the process to determine a feasible capital campaign goal, solidify a price for the partial sale of 
land to a developer, and the confirmation of significant anchor tenants who can contribute time and resources 
to the creation of the center. 
 

Capital Campaign Feasibility Study (CCFS) July to Sep. 2012 

CELC also commissioned the Community Counseling Services Company (CCS) to assess parallel philan-
thropic goals from the congregation and community for financial support of the project.  The findings and rec-
ommendations provided in this Capital Campaign Feasibility Study (CCFS) for GGT, Inc. and CELC are 
based on 118 strategic discussions.  

 

An Executive Overview of the Feasibility Study comprises of five (5) points: 
1. Graceful Growing Together should allow for a 12-24 planning and prospective cultivation period prior 

to initiating and launching a public campaign. This period would include deeper engagement with 

Christ Lutheran Church members, Bethesda-based businesses and foundations, as well as Montgom-

ery County government officials, to boost awareness of the organization and GGT’s philanthropic pri-

ority standing among donors. 

2. All tested case components were endorsed enthusiastically but there is mixed support for providing 

individual and/or organizational philanthropic contributions for the effort. 
(continued on page 6) 
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3. Based on data points and benchmarking, CCS has confidence in GGT’s ability to raise $1,000,000 in 

new, private philanthropic support over a five-year pledge period. 

4. Developing a clear, compelling, and impactful case for financial support will be essential. 

5. Expanding GGT’s visibility and impact in Bethesda, and the greater Montgomery County area will be 

important. 

 

18 important study findings & observations detailed a suggested timetable and implementation plan. 

 

Court of Special Appeals Hearing Oct. 1, 2012 
 
The ongoing appeal by one neighbor against the County Council 7-2 rezoning vote passed another milestone. 
While the final decision is pending, our land use attorney from Linowes and Blocher felt that the case contin-
ues to move in a positive direction. 
 
 Appeal is from a sole party who contends that the Oct. 26, 2010, vote of 7 to 2 by Montgomery County 

Council did not follow the law. Sole appellant previously lost this same appeal in Montgomery County 
Court in Aug, 2011 

 Maryland Court of Special Appeals hearing held Oct 1, 2012, with decision due mid Dec. 
 Either party then has 15 days to appeal decision 

 

Town Hall Meeting Oct. 13, 2012 
 
Over 30 congregation members participated in a 4-hour discussion on the development and received a full 
briefing on the CCFS and the Appeal and questions on upcoming phases including pending Motions for Con-
gregation vote.  
 
The Town Hall reviewed the question “What is the 2006 & 2009 CELC Council Approved Project?” 
 
 After the initial Nov. 4, 2004, Congregation votes, the CELC Council approved the full project on Nov. 6, 

2006, and reconfirmed the project with a March 9, 2009, remand vote.  
 Sell portion of rezoned property to developer to build 107 residential units over 175,000 GSF (Gross Sq. 

ft.) 
 Proceeds of developer sale used for majority funding of new sustainable 59,000 GSF Worship & Commu-

nity Center. 
 Add 240 underground parking spaces, gardens and pedestrian paths designated for residential, church 

and center users. 
 Use Market Assessment & Capital Campaign Feasibility Study recommendations to implement a 10 year 

business plan to manage the center with an operating surplus. 

 
Congregation Meeting and Two Motions for Vote Oct. 28. 2012 
 
Motion One: Approve New Resolutions, as endorsed by Synod and Council, Amending the 2006 Resolu-

tions That Delegated Project Decisions to Council. A Yes Vote meant that the current 2006 delegations to 
Council for project decisions are confirmed and requires two new Congregation votes concerning a Letter 
of Intent (LOI) and financing and adds a delegation termination clause. The vote on Motion One was 39 
Yeas, 5 Nays and 2 Abstentions. 

 
Motion Two: Approve release a Developer Request for Proposal (RFP) after Court of Special Appeals Deci-

sion. A Yes Vote meant that after a favorable Court of Appeals Decision, Council can release a non bind-
ing RFP to developers for term sheet negotiations with a future Letter of Intent (LOI) brought back to the       
Congregation for further decision. The congregation vote on Motion Two was 39 Yeas, 7 Nays and 1    
Abstention. 

(continued from page 5) 

(continued on page 7) 
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Did You Know? 

As early as 1936, believing there was a need for closer cooperation between Lutheran laity and clergy, a 
group of laymen in the Washington, DC, metropolitan area decided to organize get-togethers. In 1941, the 
group established monthly luncheons, inviting friends and bringing visitors. The first luncheon was a success, 
and within three months, every Lutheran jurisdiction was represented.  This group is now called Lutheran Lay 
Fellowship of Metropolitan Washington (LLF).   
 
A concern for low-income elderly in need of adequate housing caused LLF members to sponsor creation in 
1960 of a non-profit corporation, Fellowship Square Foundation, Inc. (FSF).  Now, over 50 years later, FSF has 
become the premier provider of affordable housing for the elderly and disabled in the Washington, DC 
Metroplex.  There are currently 4 Fellowship Houses: Lake Anne (240 apartments), Hunters Woods (224), 
Lake Ridge (100), and Largo Landing (106). 
 
Rev. Larry Schmidt has preached at CELC as a guest minister.    He is on the Board of Directors of LLF and Vice 
President of FSF.  Dave Lambert is on the board of LLF and serves as their webmaster; LLF members recently 
elected Deborah (Dee) Lambert to be a corporate member of FSF for a 3-year term.  

Next Steps  
 
Following the positive congregation votes on Oct. 28, 2012, the next milestones for the development project 
include:  
 

1. Appeal Decision Date       1st - 2Q2013 

2. Developer RFP Negotiations       1st  - 2Q2013 

3. Council Informed for Decision                2Q2013 
Cong.Vote: Define Project/Proceed                2Q2013 

 
The Council and the Development Steering Committee is committed to keeping the congregation well in-
formed of progress and details.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support and prayers. 

 
  

-Submitted by the Development Steering Committee of CELC Council 
Ray Albright, Don Cuming, Barry Lemley, Andy Masetti, Mark Miller and Tim Smith  

(continued from page 6) 
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PRAY, PRAY, PRAY! 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  “Rejoice always,   pray con-
tinually,  give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 

Set aside time each day. 
Every relationship needs time 
and your connection with God 
is no different. Set daily 
prayer appointments and 
keep them. The more commit-
ment you have the better your 
prayer life will be. 
 

 
Go to a quiet place where you will not be 

disturbed. Being alone will enable you to 
focus on God's presence and your connec-
tion to that presence. If this seems too in-
timidating, try praying for only a few min-
utes at a time until you feel more comfort-

able. 

 

Begin with a few moments of silence. We 
live in a world of endless chatter and need 
stillness to hear the voice of our creator. 
This voice is different for everyone and 
may manifest as feelings of peace, hope, 
love or forgiveness. 

 

Present your need or intention honestly 
and completely. This can be done a num-
ber of ways. One method is to recite 
memorized prayers (such as the Our Fa-
ther) while remaining focused on your in-
tention. Another method is to converse 
with God as though he is there in room 

with you. There are 
many ways to express 
your desires; find the 
one that works best 
for you. 

End the prayer by giving thanks and show-
ing gratitude for what God has done for 
you. Being thankful shifts the focus from 
your neediness to God's abundance. No 
matter how little you have, there is always 
something to be grateful for. 

Have faith that your prayers will be an-
swered. Once you express your intentions in 
prayer, know that God has heard them and 
let go of the outcome. This may be the most 
difficult step of the prayer process. However, 
prayer without faith is just empty words. 
Have patience and look for signs (no matter 
how small) that your prayers are being an-
swered. 

 “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 

prayer.”  - Romans 12:12 

HURRICANE SANDY 
 
Please pray for all 
those affected by this 
terrible storm and for 
the relief workers who 
are at work on their 
behalf.  
 
 
 

Wondering what else you can do?  Through ELCA 
Disaster Response, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) is responding in areas affected by Hur-
ricane Sandy. In the Caribbean, through our global 
church partnerships, we are providing basic needs such 
as food, water and shelter. Throughout the United 
States we are working hand-in-hand with synods and 
ministry organizations, who are experts at outreach in 
their communities.   
 
We need your help.  Visit www.elca.org/disaster  
 

or 
 

Give through your congregation or send your check  
directly to: 
 
ELCA Disaster Response,  
39330 Treasury Center, Chicago, IL 60694-9300 
write “Hurricane Sandy” or “Where Needed Most” 
on your check’s memo line. 
 
Your designated gift will be used entirely (100 per-
cent) to help those whose lives and livelihoods 
have been impacted by this disaster.  
 
Thank you for your generosity!   

http://www.ehow.com/how_2048954_pray.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2048954_pray.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2048954_pray.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_2048954_pray.html
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12:12&version=NIV
http://www.faithclipart.com/image/prayers-please.html
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Thrive – to prosper, to be successful to succeed (Dictionary definition) 

  

Thrive is also the name for the Women’s Bible Study Group that meets bi-monthly at 

Christ Lutheran.  We are currently journeying through the Bible, endeavoring to read and 

study each book.  At this point we are about one third of the way through.  Each of us 

takes a turn and makes a selection of the book she wants to lead us through.  It is a gratify-

ing experience, to study the book and in turn present it to the rest of the group. 

  

As with our own ancestry/ history, I think that it is important to be knowledgeable about 

the Years, Patriarchs, Judges and Prophets that preceded Jesus. 

  

At times we meet on Saturdays at Christ Lutheran and other times we meet in individual 

homes.  And it is an individual’s choice. We normally meet the first and third Saturday of 

each month, but being human we sometimes change our schedules, so that is why if you are 

interested in joining us please give me a call on 301-571-0050  

or sannalsolem@gmail.com.  We welcome all to join us. 
 

Thrive Women’s Bible Studies 

          

       

 
Taizé Prayer Services 

 

Join us on the third Monday of each month, 7:15-8:00 pm, in the Sanctuary 
                             

 November 12, December 10 and January 13 

mailto:sannalsolem@gmail.com
http://0.tqn.com/d/webclipart/1/0/S/v/4/Butterfly4.png
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=WOMEN'S+BIBLE+STUDY+CLIP+ART&view=detail&id=FF6BA037EE8241036C84DAD13A4304F91B954FD1&first=0&qpvt=WOMEN'S+BIBLE+STUDY+CLIP+ART&FORM=IDFRIR
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CULINARY ARTS 
The National Restaurant 
Association ServSafe® 
class is being taught 
monthly at CELC in Luther 
Hall.  Successfully pass-
ing this national-level food 

safety course will allow a student to then obtain a 
Montgomery County Certified Food Service Man-
ager card.  This card is a prerequisite to renting our 
Luther Hall licensed kitchen.  

 

Contact Dave Lambert (Chef Da-Vid) for more  
information regarding this valuable program. 

 

The praise band welcomes 
our new regular drummer, 
Paul Keesling.  Paul comes 
to us as a friend of our lead 
guitarist Wil Brumbach, and 
has singing abilities as well.  
We look forward to experi-
encing Paul’s many musical 
talents. 

 
The choir is busy preparing for a 
Christmas Concert on Sunday,  
December 16th at 5 pm.. Choir  
rehearsal happens every Thursday 
night  from 8:00—9:30 pm.   
 

We are always searching for more singers.  If 
you enjoy singing with others and  would like to 
try out singing with the choir, just come on and 
join us on a Thursday night, let me know on a 
Sunday morning, or contact me at the church at 
301-652-5160 or e-mail address:  
richard@heartmindsoul.com 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Richard Czypinski, Minister of Music 

Reasons to Join a Small Group: 
 

 You will understand the Bible better in a small 
group. 

 You will begin to really feel like part of God’s fam-
ily. 

 Prayer will become more meaningful to you. 
 You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, 

and stress better. 
 You will have a natural way to share Christ with 

friends, relatives, and work associates. 
 You will develop leadership skills you never knew 

you had! 
 You will deepen your understanding of worship. 
 You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun. 

Join us on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday,  
November 21st, at 7:00  pm. We will gather for 

dinner, worship, and a time of serving others. We 
will be stuffing the backpacks that will be distrib-
uted on Thanksgiving morning to our brothers and 
sisters who come to CELC as part of the Bethesda 
Cares lunch program.  

Backpack Ministry 
 
Our mission is to provide 100 
filled backpacks to the Homeless 
right in our midst, served by Be-
thesda Cares with their lunch 
program. Bethesda Cares will 
distribute our donated back-

packs to the men, women, and children who attend their 
annual Thanksgiving dinner—Thanksgiving this year falls 
on Thursday, November 22nd.  
 
Many thanks to all who have made monetary or goods 
donations to this ministry! We are close to our goals!  
We DO still need 8 fleece (small blanket throws). 
 
Bring your donations to the church. We will be filling the 
backpacks on Wednesday, November 21, after our  
Thanksgiving Eve meal at 7:00 pm . Join us! 
 
If you have any questions, please call or email Lisa Bente 
(301-881-0578 or carpedm28@verizon.net)   

mailto:carpedm28@verizon.net
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Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —                                                         

November 18, and Dec 2 10:15—11:15 a.m.,  

for our community breakfasts to share a meal together.  This is also an                          

opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions regarding 

the future of CELC If you would like to bring a food item to share, please    

contact Florence Heacock or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net) 

CELC Community 
Connection 
Breakfasts 

Dates:       November 18 

  December 2 
 

Time: 10:15-11:15 a.m. 

Contact person: Florence Heacock 

                            flohea@heartmindsoul.com 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD  20814 

www.heartmindsoul.com 
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    2012 Gifts of Hope 

 Together we spread the joy of God’s Grace here and throughout the World 

 Gift of Hope Celebrates it 20th anniversary in 2012!  During the past 20 years we have distributed  more           

than  $2.7 Million to our beneficiary organizations. Thank you for your support during our Advent sales in 

congregations. Thank you for selecting gifts from our website during other times of the year. Thank you for 

respecting, honoring and supporting the work of our beneficiary organizations: 10 social service agencies, 2 

church camps, 2 educational institutions, and 3 global companion synods. 

Give More Hope! This has become an informal slogan for Gift of 

Hope. We give hope to our beneficiary organizations, letting them 

know that we care, Primary funding for the agencies comes from 

grants; but those grants do not answer every need. Our gifts fill 

those gaps in funding. We give hope to those in greatest need—

recognizing and answering the call to  put our faith into action. 

And we give hope to each other, knowing that we are part of a 

larger faith community, working together to make a difference! 

Jesus calls us in and sends us out to do his work and to give—-our 

time, our support, our gifts, or compassion. 

 You will find the  2012 Gifts of Hope brochure in the Narthex. Please open up the brochure and pick a Gift of 

Hope and Give More Hope!  Make checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church, and note “Gifts of Hope” on the 

memo line of the check, or Contact Bobby for more information at bobby@heartmindsoul.com.  

   LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY 
            UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND  

      COATS FOR KIDS 
 

It is once again time for the Gently Worn Coats project. Each year we gather coats 

for the children in need in Langley Park. Through the elementary school and La 

Sagrada Familia Lutheran Mission, last year we distributed coats, hats and gloves 

to more than 100 children, with nine churches participating in the drive in 2011. 

 

Preparing clothes for winter? The Caring project needs outgrown, gently worn 

winter coats, sweaters, and solid-colored hats and gloves for children, in 4-6 grade, 

whose family resources are limited. 

  

If you gather them, call us and we’ll collect them!! Lutheran Campus, University 

of Maryland. Contact Bobby at bobby@heartmindsoul.com. 
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Join Us For Challenging Lifestyles Each Sunday 
                                                                                                                 

By Larry Goolsby 

 
Challenging Lifestyles meets every Sunday  
between the services. Our group, which is open to 
all including visitors, has great sessions built 
around Bible study, caring for the CELC community 
and each other, and relating the challenges of daily 
living to Biblical teachings and our mutual  
friendship and support as fellow Christians. We 
don’t always solve all the problems on the table, 
but we grow spiritually, take a few more steps 
along our lifelong faith journey, and come to better 
understand and appreciate God’s grace and love. 

 
One of the activities on our list for this fall is discussion of Rob Bell’s recent book, Love Wins. 
As those who have come to our group regularly know, we have frequently watched Bell’s 
brief but intense video presentations, which always spark rich conversations about the  
ultimate meaning of Christianity’s most basic beliefs. In this book, Bell lays out his  
contention that God’s love ultimately triumphs over all and explains his unorthodox views of 
Heaven and Hell. The book has received reviews that range all over the spectrum, and some 
have called Bell a heretic. 
 
This reminds me that we recently celebrated Reformation Sunday at CELC. Reformation  
Sunday is an important event on the Lutheran calendar because it commemorates Martin 
Luther’s posting of his Ninety-five Theses on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, 
Germany, on October 31, 1517. This act triggered the movement known as the Reformation, 
and from many earned Luther the label of – yes – “heretic.” So is Rob Bell another trailblazer 
in this same spirit, someone who clarifies and expands our understanding of God’s truth and 
the amazing breakthrough that Christianity made in human history? We don’t pretend to be 
able to give a final answer to such an important question, but our understanding of the Bible 
and the Christian message definitely grows as we try.     
 
Please consider joining us Sunday mornings for this spirit-filled time together if you aren’t 
already coming. On Sundays when there’s another event at 10:15, like the Community  
Connection breakfasts, all of us who can stay meet immediately afterward for a shortened 
session. We warmly welcome new members, visitors, family members and friends – all are 
encouraged to join us or just drop by as you can. We hope you will accept our invitation; if 
you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Florence Heacock, at 
flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or Larry Goolsby, goolsbycl@comcast.net. 

mailto:flohea@heartmindsoul.com
mailto:goolsbycl@comcast.net
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The Village at Rockville Auxiliary  

   Fall Festival 

    November 10, 2012 

 The Auxiliary of the National Lutheran Home, now The Village at Rockville will hold it’s annual Fall 

Festival on Saturday, November 10th 9:30 am —2:00 pm. Lunch will be served from 11:00 am   

until 1:30 pm. Tickets for lunch are $10, there are lighter fare tickets for $5. Independent Living 

Cottage Tours will be available at 10:30 am and 1:00 pm. The home Chorus will host a concert at 

2:00 pm in the Chapel. Other exhibits: Silent Auction, Jewelry, Candy, Books, Stamps and Post-

cards, Christmas Room, Grandma’s Attic, Baked Goods.   

Thankoffering  
Sunday  

Women of ELCA 

 
On Sunday, November 18th, at the 11:15 service, we will have our annual Thankoffering Service. 
For generations, women of the Lutheran Church have gathered to give thanks to God for all the bless-
ings of our lives, and particularly the blessings that come to us through this community of women. The 
Thankoffering collected show gratitude for God’s blessings and give us an important and tangible way to 
say “thank you” to God! Thankofferings help Women of the ELCA provide new resources, events and 
programs. These offerings help the grants program which supports annual domestic and international 
grants that support women and children in crisis, health projects and community-building programs.  
They also include the work of our Women of the ELCA in providing scholarships that help women all 
over the country complete their higher education, change careers, or grow in leadership. Thankofferings 
also support the organization’s crucial annual gift to the ELCA, which supports global mission, the 
ELCA’s world hunger program and much more. 
  
Our women’s circles have participated in a tradition through the years of setting aside coins and small 
offerings every day to give thanks of the blessings received in ordinary and extraordinary moments of 
life. At both the 9:15 and 11:15 services, we will have a gathering of these Thankofferings which go in 
full to support the church wide ministries of Women of the ELCA. We encourage all members and 
friends of CELC to participate in these Thankofferings as a way of showing their thankfulness for the 
many blessings they have received through the year. Please make checks payable to CLCW Christ Lu-
theran Church Women)  with the notation “Thankofferings” in the lover left corner. 

              Thank you for giving   Christ Lutheran Church Women 
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An Evening of Chamber Music 

At  

Living Faith Lutheran Church 
 

1605 Veirs Mill Road   Rockville, Maryland 

 

Friday, November 16
th

    

7:30 PM    

Free 
 

A Musical Tribute by the   

Montgomery County Chamber Music Society   

on the Occasion of the 60th Anniversary of Living Faith Lutheran Church  

 

Sixty Musical Minutes for Sixty Years  
 

In gratitude to the Church for its support of the 

 musical community    

 
Works by Bach, Samuel Barber, Gabriel Faure′, Emile Pessard, Robert Schumann and more 

performed by Society Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Will Donation With  Proceeds To Living Faith Lutheran’s Capital Campaign 
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Annual Winter Concert 
“A Caribbean Christmas” 

featuring Glenn McClure's Caribbean Christmas Mass  

for Chorus and Steel Pan Orchestra 

with 
The Positive Vibrations Youth Steel Orchestra 

of the Cultural Academy for Excellence (CAFÉ) 

 
Sunday, December 9, 2012 

3:00 pm 

Christ Lutheran Church  

8011 Old Georgetown Rd. 

Bethesda, MD 20814 
 

Tickets: $20.00 (Adults) $10.00 (children & students) 

Purchase tickets at www.georgetownchorale.org 

or mail to GC, PO Box 19541, Washington, DC 20036 

(Contact: 202-832-3210) 

 

Spring Benefit Concert 
Sunday, April 28, 2013,  

5:00 pm 
Spring Benefit Concert, once again for the benefit of 

The Cultural Academy for Excellence (CAFE) 
with music from CAFE's 

Positive Vibrations Youth Steel Orchestra (PVYSO) 
Church of the Annunciation, Massachusetts Ave., NW 

 

What’s the Chorale’s Mission? 

Our mission is to provide for the musical excellence and education of members and give them an opportunity to 

serve our community through our gift of music. Throughout the season, funds we raise through our annual  

campaign and fundraising event allow us to give 100% of the proceeds from our spring concert to our  

beneficiary.  The Chorale is a 501(C)(3) organization dedicated to service through music.  Georgetown Chorale 

performs under the direction of Dr. Elaine Rendler-McQueeney. 

http://cafeyouth.org/
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16TH, 2012 

5:00 PM 

FREE ADMISSION 

Light Reception to Follow 

An Evening of  

Christmas Musical Delight 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF BETHESDA 

presents 

 

You are invited as our guest to "An Evening of Christmas Musical Delight"  

on Sunday, December 16th at 5:00 PM.   

The concert is FREE.  

A light reception will follow.  

More information can be found at www.heartmindsoul.com 

 

Title of Concert  

"An Evening of Christmas Musical Delight" 

 

Type of Concert 

Chamber Choir concert featuring the Christ Lutheran Church Choir  

with piano, organ, &  occasional violin, & flute.  

 

Place  

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bethesda 

8011 Old Georgetown Rd. 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

 

Date & Time 

Sunday, December 16th, 2012 at 5:00 PM 

 

Cost 

FREE! 

 

For questions or more information: 

Phone: 301-652-5160 (Richard Czypinski, Minister of Music)   |    Website: www.heartmindsoul.com  
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Guiding Star  
Child Development 

Center 
 

Guiding Star Child Development Center 
provides exceptional child development 
services in a safe,  nurturing Christian 
environment.  Our philosophy:  Safety is 
essential. Nurturing and respecting the      
uniqueness of each child is key.  

 
We offer child care at two locations in  
Bethesda:  
 
7009 Wilson Lane   
8011 Old Georgetown Rd  

Join us for our Sunday morning Faith Formation for Children on 
Sundays at 10:20 am!  There will be teaching and activities for 
kids ages 3-Elementary school-age.  We help children know, 
love, and follow Jesus in a  fun way. We gather at 10:20 upstairs 
for a time of singing, sharing, and learning all about Jesus’ love 
for us! Contact Bobby  at  301-652-5160 or e-mail Bobby at 
bobby@heartmindsoul.com for more information. 

Faith Formation  
For Children & 

Youth 

   SATURDAY  
NIGHT MOVIE 

& SPAGHETTI DINNER  

at   
Christ Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

  

Movie Dates, 5-7 p.m. on these Saturdays: 
November 10:  “Pay It Forward”,  
December 8:  “Miracle on 34th Street”  

ELCA turning 25! 
by MDC Synod Communications  

 

The year of the ELCA’s 25th 

anniversary begins Jan. 1, 

2013, with the theme “Always 

being made new.” What God 

is doing through us at home 

and around the world is worth 

celebrating – and will be! 

With a rich history, we move into the future knowing 

Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “So if anyone is in 

Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; see, everything has become new!” 

  

Arlys; Family of Brian Lemley; Paul 
Swanson; Laura North; Ethan 
Dschaak; Brent, Jake, and Casey 
Dschaak;  Alicia Owens; Steve Per-
kins and family; Bill Booth; Ethan 
Dschaak; Tom Parrott; Marie 
Eason-Williamson; Andrew and 
Ruth Dambowy;  Elke Meldau-

Womack;  Gene Saylor; Michael Foster; Dr. Lindi Wu; 
Marie-Laure; Phoebe Clater; Deborah Lambert; Anne 
Goeltz; Oscar Line; Danny Strunk; Megan Condon; the 
young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and Jane Seaks; the 
ministry of the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the 
children undergoing treatment at The Children’s Inn at 
the National Institutes of Health and their families and 
caregivers; the Chikumbuso Women  and Orphans Pro-
ject in Zambia. Carol Yvonne Lummus Francis; Linda. 

Prayer Corner 

Our prayer list… 
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Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
8011 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD 20814 
Phone: 301-652-5160 

Fax: 301-652-2301 
www.heartmindsoul.com 
clc@heartmindsoul.com 

 
TBA (Coming In  November) 

Interim Pastor 
 

Richard Czypinski 
Minister of Music & IT Administrator 

 
Bobby Larsen 

Office Administrator 
 

Ji-Na Kim 
Organist  

 

Florence Heacock 
Minister of Small Groups 

 

W. Karunaratne 
Finance Administrator 

 

Church Council 
George Wenchel, President 

Nathan Sprenger, Vice President 
Tim Smith, Secretary 

Alireza Motameni, Treasurer 
Paula Mathis,  

 Barry McVicker  
Suzanne Parrot 
Frank Goodyear 

Cynthia Willkomm 
Eleanor Black 

Farshad Bahari 
Sanna Solem 

Mission of The Connection 
 

To communicate about disciple-making 
events and opportunities, all for the 

glory of God and to grow His Kingdom. 
 
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the 
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!  
 
 

Next  Connection Deadline 
 

Submissions for the December issue of The Connection are 
due by 5:00 pm on Monday, November 19.  

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?  
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com 

to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter. 

 9:15 am Contemporary Worship 

        with Communion in the Sanctuary 

 10:15 am Christian Education for Adults 

   (see details inside newsletter) 

 10:20 am Faith Formation for Children 

   (Ages 3 thru Elementary School age) 

 11:15 am Traditional Worship  

        with Communion in the Sanctuary 


