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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

An article From Pastor Jon

Thomas. He defies tidy summary.
Oh, I know we’ve labeled him. Somewhere in some sermon
somebody called him “Doubting Thomas.” And the nickname stuck.
And it’s true, he did doubt. It’s just that there was more to it than that.
There was more to his questioning than a simple lack of faith. It was
more due to a lack of imagination. You see it in more than just the
resurrection story.
Consider, for instance, the time that Jesus was talking in all
eloquence about the home he was going to prepare. Though the imagery wasn’t easy for Thomas to grasp, he was doing his best. You
can see his eyes filling his face as he tried to envision a big white
house on St. Thomas Avenue. And just when Thomas is about to get
the picture, Jesus assumes, “You know the way that I am going.”
Thomas blinks a time or two, looks around at the other blank faces,
and then bursts out with candid aplomb, “Lord, we don’t know where
you are going, so how can we know the way?” Thomas didn’t mind
speaking his mind. If you don’t understand something, say so! His
imagination would only stretch so far.
And then there was the time that Jesus told his disciples he
(continued on page 2)
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John 14:1-6
was going to go be with Lazarus even though
Lazarus was already dead and buried. Thomas
couldn’t imagine what Jesus was referring to, but
if Jesus was wanting to go back into the arena
with those folks that had tried once before to stone
him, Thomas wasn’t going to let him face them
alone. So he patted his trusty sidearm and said,
“Let’s die with him!” Thomas had spent his life
waiting on the Messiah, and now that the Messiah
was here, Thomas was willing to spend his life for
him. Not much imagination, but a lot of loyalty.
Perhaps it is this trait of loyalty that explains why Thomas wasn’t in the upper room
when Jesus appeared to the other apostles. You
see, I think Thomas took the death of Jesus pretty
hard. Even though he couldn’t quite comprehend
all the metaphors that Jesus at times employed,
he was still willing to go to the end with him. But
he had never expected that the end would come
so abruptly and prematurely. As a result, Thomas
was left with a crossword puzzle full of unanswered riddles.
On the one hand, the idea of a resurrected
Jesus was too farfetched for dogmatic Thomas.
His limited creativity left little room for magic or
razzle dazzle. Besides, he wasn’t about to set
himself up to be disappointed again. One disappointment was enough, thank you. Yet, on the
other hand, his loyalty made him yearn to believe.
As long as there was the slimmest thread of hope,
he wanted to be counted in.
His turmoil, then, came from a fusion between his lack of imagination and his unwavering
loyalty. He was too honest with life to be gullible,
and yet was too loyal to Jesus to be unfaithful. In
the end, it was this realistic devotion that caused
him to utter the now famous condition, “Unless I
see the nail marks in his hands and put my fingers
where the nails were, I will not believe it.”
So, I guess you could say that he did
doubt. But it was a different kind of doubting that
springs not from timidity or mistrust, but from a
reluctance to believe the impossible and a simple
fear of being hurt twice.
Most of us are the same way aren’t we? In
our world of budgets, long-range planning and
computers, don’t we find it hard to trust in the un2
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believable? Don’t most of us tend to scrutinize life
behind furrowed brows and walk with cautious
steps? It’s hard for us to imagine that God can surprise us. To make a little room for miracles today,
well, it’s not sound thinking.
As a result, we like Thomas, find it hard to
believe that God can do the very thing that he is
best at; replacing death with life. Our infertile
imaginations bear little hope that the improbable
will occur. We then, like Thomas, let our dreams
fall victim to doubt.
We make the same mistake that Thomas
made: we forget that “impossible” is one of God’s
favorite words.
How is our imagination these days? When
was the last time we let some of our dreams elbow
out our logic? When was the last time we imagined
the unimaginable? When was the last time we
dreamed of an entire world united in peace or all
believers united in fellowship? When was the last
time we dared dream of the day when every mouth
will be fed and every nation dwell in peace? When
was the last time we dreamed about every creature
on earth hearing about the Messiah? Has it been
awhile since we claimed God’s promise to do more
than all we ask or imagine?
Though it went against every logical bone in
his body, Thomas said he would believe if he could
have just a little proof. And Jesus (who is ever so
patient with our doubting), gave Thomas exactly
what he requested. He extended his hands one
more time. And was Thomas ever surprised. He
did a double take, fell flat on his face and cried, “My
Lord and my God!”
Jesus must have smiled. He knew he had a
winner in Thomas. Anytime you mix loyalty with a
little imagination, you’ve got a man of God on your
hands. A man who will die for a truth. Just look at
Thomas. Legend has him hopping a freighter to
India where they had to kill him to get him to quit
talking about his home prepared in the world to
come and his friend who came back from the dead.
Loyalty and imagination—Where will God
lead us?

IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!
New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the
grape juice is white and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like more information about communion, contact Pastor Jon.
(pastrojon@heartmindsoul.com

FAIR TRADE COFFEE
Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means for
small farmers to make enough money to support
themselves while using the premiums to improve their
standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:
 pillow packets (pre-ground) of
Regular (Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each pillow
packet makes one pot (about 64
oz) of coffee ($2)
 a variety of whole bean and
ground regular and decaf coffees ($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16oz pkg and decaf)
To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com . Proceeds from the coffee
will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the
school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com).

Find us on facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

THE TABLE MINISTRY
Why The Table and Neighborhood Life? Neighborhood
Life is the optimal place for life change similar to the
experiences of the early church where spiritual development and outreach happened right where you live…
by building genuine friendships with both CELC and
non-CELC neighbors; by growing spiritually as a natural
part of your everyday life; by responding to the needs
of others in your neighborhood and beyond.
If you would like to participate in a Table group, please
contact Sanna Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com), Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com), or Larry
Goolsby (goolsbyl@comcast.net).

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
The Capital Region National Day of Prayer (CRNDP)
Celebration
on Thursday, May 3rd, features a multi-racial, multi-cultural gathering at
the U.S. Capitol. More specifically, it is a cross-cultural annual event of
worship, repentance, supplication and celebration of the Church's unity. It
is a unique occasion that has occurred consistently since 1984! It is a
visible expression of corporate identity when the many-membered Body
of Christ is united with Christians representing all of the World's continents, the suburbs, the inner city, and members of small and mega-sized
congregations all gathering as one near the Capitol building to symbolize
and proclaim the sovereignty of Christ over the city, Nation and humanity.
For more information, see the CRNDP website at http://www.ichcndp.org

A TESTIMONY TO THE FAITH OF A CHILD
A few weeks ago in one of Challenging Lifestyles Sunday bible class, Kendra
shared a powerful, real-life story she experienced with her daughter Emily. I asked
Kendra if she would write the story for us to share in CELC’s Connection in May.
Kendra and Emily’s story is very important, and it is important to share as a testimony to others about “faith” and “trust” in God. Thank you, Emily and Kendra, for
sharing your heartwarming and valuable “trust and faith in God”. Yes, Kendra—
“this helps us to see how God is working in our lives”!
“The other day my daughter (9 years old) and I were in ‘The Christian Bookstore’ when she found a stuffed
lamb that had a music box. She found minor differences in this one lamb that she
found cute. The problem was the music box didn’t work.
We tried to push the key into the box to see if that would ‘fix’ the music box--it didn’t.
My daughter wanted to buy the lamb so she could take it home, pray for its cure,
while taking care of it to help it heal. Like most parents I told her that it would be
nice, if it worked that way, but life doesn’t work that way.
My life experience caused me to tell my child that she couldn’t do something. My
daughter is strong willed and really wanted this lamb so she wanted to prove me
wrong. My daughter said, ‘Lord, please heal my lamb.’ She then looked at me with
an all knowing look and turned the key to activate the music box. She released the
key and the music PLAYED!!!! My daughter’s face lit up and a smile grew on her
face as she said, ‘see mommy, it can work, God heard me!’
Stop and think how many times we tell our children that they ‘can’t’ and spoils their commitment to whole
heartily TRY. The next time you find yourself in a position like this, try your best not to let your mind influence
your behavior or thinking in a negative way.
Have the faith of a child! At our house we try to identify all the things we should thank God for every day. I
think this helps us see how God is really working on our lives. I can’t help to think how many burning bushes
we have that we don’t stop and pay attention but call 911 for a brush fire. “
Kendra Blatzheim
4
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FREE ADMISSION
Reception to Follow in the Hospitality Room
The Connection
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Guiding Star Child
Development Center
The purpose of Celebrate Recovery ministry
is to fellowship and celebrate God´s healing
power in our lives through the "8 Recovery
Principles." This experience allows us to "be
changed." We open the door by sharing our
experiences, strengths and hopes with one
another. In addition, we become willing to accept God´s grace in solving our lives´ problems. By working and applying these Biblical
principles, we begin to grow spiritually. We
become free from our addictive, compulsive
and dysfunctional behaviors. This freedom
creates peace, serenity, joy and most importantly, a stronger personal relationship with
God and others. As we progress through the
program we discover our personal, loving and
forgiving Higher Power - Jesus Christ, the one
and only true Higher Power.
For more information about the Celebrate Recovery training coming to Washington, DC.
June 2, 2012 – Washington DC – One Day
Seminar, talk with or contact Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

Call Committee Update
The Call Committee Chair and Church Council President sent
a letter to the synod office to encourage a slate of pastoral
candidate names to be sent to the call committee as soon as
possible. The call committee reviewed questions to ask the
candidates and is scheduling practice interviews to make
efficient use of time before and during the actual interviews.
Steve North,
Call Committee Chair
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Guiding Star Child Development Center provides
exceptional child development services in a safe,
nurturing Christian environment. Our philosophy:
Safety is essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.
We offer child care at two locations in Bethesda:

Faith Formation
Opportunities
Join us for our Sunday morning Faith Formation Opportunities for children and youth every Sunday at
10:20!
Our Sunday morning adventure for kids ages 3elementary school teaches children the timeless
truths of the Bible in a way that engages and excites
kids! We help children know, love, and follow Jesus
in a fun way. We gather at 10:20 upstairs for a time
of singing, sharing, and learning all
about Jesus’ love for us! Laura North
(301-871-8161
or laura128.personal@gmail.com)
shares with the children.
If your age is between 11 and 111
and you desire to grow, you are invited to participate in the fun-filled
(and frequently educational) Head-to-Heart sessions
every Sunday morning from 10:20 to 11:00 in the
sanctuary.
We have fun using music, game shows, skits, PowerPoint presentations, and more to open dialogues
about faith in a dynamic way. Currently we are experiencing the New Testament. If you have any
questions, contact Steve North
(steve.celc@gmail.com).

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

"The Jesus Lifestyle"...DVD series
that is based on Jesus' teaching in the
Sermon on the Mount, and teaches us
ways we can apply this teaching to our
own lives and lifestyles. Friday, May
11th and 25th, 7-9 p.m. Contact: Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com) or Ingrid
Dallaire (idallaire@aol.com)."

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle
of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century
“challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical,
prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact Larry
Goolsby (301-946-6479;
lgoolsby@aphsa.org)
“THRIVE” for
women seeking indepth Bible study,
fellowship, fun, outreach ministries meets September-July, 9:0010:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month. Breakfast included. Contact Sanna Solem
(sannalsolem@gmail.com; 301571-0050)
“Men’s Master Builders” We will
not be meeting on May 5th, but
stay tuned for further information
about at a different activity or
service project we can do soon.
Contact Bobby Larsen
(301-652-5160, Ext. 4)
bobby@heartmindsoul.com) or
Pastor Jon Hundt
(pastorjon@ heartmindsoul.com)

“Monday Night Group” meets
weekly, 7:30-9:00 pm for study,
prayer, fellowship in the Hospitality Room. Contact Steve North
(steve.celc@gmail.com; 301-8718161)

“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:30 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Wilma Christ
(301-530-5023)

“The Table Ministry”—21st Century table experience, around the
Table of Christ. Build genuine
friendships in and out of CELC,
grow spiritually on every day basis,
and respond to the needs of others. Three-session series, with
meal, in Host Homes. Contact:
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact Alice Daniel (301949-4688)

“PrayerLife Ministry”—meets for
prayer, study, discussion, fellowship. PrayerLife outreach includes
Taizé Prayer Services and prayer
study. Contact Florence Heacock
(301-452-2491), Larry Goolsby
(301-946-6479), or Dave Lambert
(301-983-5034)

“Women’s Healing Ministry” —A
12-step, Christian recovery ministry based on the Beatitudes that
uses eight principles as
well as fellowship and
God’s healing power to
help heal hurts and
overcome personal defects and replace them with life’s
abundance. Contact Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com;
301-452-2491)

Reasons to Join a Small Group:









You will understand the Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle times of crisis, change, and stress better.
You will have a natural way to share Christ with friends, relatives, and
work associates.
You will develop leadership skills you never knew you had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun

The Connection
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It’s All About Prayer!
swer so you can thank Him
promptly. Another method is to
write the entire prayer in your
journal. Make it a personal letter
to the Lord on a daily basis.

have to concentrate more on what
we're praying about.

Praying or talking with God can be as
easy as breathing; it may happen almost effortlessly. In the front of your
prayer diary list three or four promises
from the Scripture on prayer. Read
them as an encouragement before you
start. Start your prayer time with a
hymn, focusing your heart and mind on
the Lord. When you pray through your
prayer list for the day, include the
items on your daily schedule. Pray also
about the things not on your schedule
but still on your heart. Below are some
practical prayer guidelines. Not all of
the suggestions will apply to your particular situation, but perhaps some will
be helpful for you to grow in your
PrayerLife.
1. Choose a specific place to
pray away from distractions so you
can concentrate.

4. Keep a note pad handy so you
can jot down different things that
come to mind while you're before
the Lord.
5. Make a list to keep track of your
prayer needs. This can be done
several ways. Each day you pray
for a different set of needs
6. Redeem time for praying out of
unused corners of your schedule.
Those who have to drive to work
can use the time talking with the
Lord instead of screaming at traffic
(just don't close your eyes!). Busy
homemakers can combine prayer
with housework, especially if the
task doesn't require a lot of concentration. Joggers, swimmers and cyclists can use their workout time for
prayer. Sometimes my best times
with the Lord have been chats during long, early morning walks or
jogs along the beach.

2. Pray at the same time every
day, if at all possible. Make it part
of your regular routine and it will
become habit. Schedule it in your
Blackberry.

7. Change the pace during your
prayer time. Include praise,
thanksgiving and singing as well as
petition. Spend some of your time
reflecting on the Scripture, meditating on it and digesting its meaning.

3. Pray out loud. Many people can
pray under their breath or in their
minds for long periods and still
maintain intensity, but for most of
us it's a quick ticket to dreamland.
When we pray out loud we have to
form intelligent sentences. We

8. Keep a prayer journal. One
method is to keep track of what you
prayed for and when you prayed for
it. Leave a space to jot down the
answer when it comes. This will
help you to keep alert to God's an-
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9. Pray with someone else.
Though some prayers can only
be said in solitude, there will be
times when you'll want to join
hearts with another person in
prayer. If you commit to meet on
a regular basis, the accountability
can really help build consistency.
Such prayer trysts can become
powerful, life-changing events.
10. Pray one-sentence prayers.
If the thought of laboring over a
topic wears you out, pray short,
sincere prayers instead.

PRAYERS
OF THE PEOPLE FOR
WORSHIP SERVICES

CELC PrayerLife Ministry has
small groups of prayer ministers. During the past couple of
years, several prayer ministers
compose and deliver our worship service prayers of the
people. If you are interested in
either composing and delivering
and/or only delivering the worship Prayers of the People,
please contact Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net)
or Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

Why Small Groups?
BENEFITS OF BEING
PART
OF SMALL GROUPS
As iron sharpens iron, so one man
sharpens another
(Proverbs 27:17).

God never intended Christianity to be a "Me, God,
and my Bible" lifestyle. The Bible teaches that we
also need each other for many reasons.
The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and
though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with
Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given
the one Spirit to drink. Now the body is not made up of one part
but of many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I
do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to
be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because I am
not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that
reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an
eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? (1 Corinthians 12:12-17).
Small groups, or "home fellowship groups", are growing in
popularity in churches and homes throughout the world as a
way for us to make the connections we need with fellow believers. Small group fellowships—whether focused on Bible studies
or on a wide variety of activities—have a tremendous impact on
those who participate.

Reasons why small groups
make such a difference:


Friendships start.



People use their gifts and talents to
minister to one another

Small group members encourage
each other in their faith.

We strengthen each other's faith. In his letter to the Romans, Paul taught us that when we see the faith in another believer, it encourages us in our own faith.
... that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each
other's faith (Romans 1:12).


People are more likely to practice
what they learn.

For all the above reasons, members of a small group are
more likely to apply what they learn than those in a large
class.


Group members can
help each other in
hard times.

People often feel isolated, alone or
abandoned when facing grave health,
emotional or financial problems.
Small group members can provide a
"safety net," supporting one another in hard times.


When people get together in a small group, close friendships
form and often remain long after the group ends.



ing. He has given each of us gifts and talents to encourage, teach and challenge one another. Small groups
provide the perfect setting for Christians to minister one
to another.
And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24).

Small group members encourage
each other to grow.

Regardless of a group's focus or format, after a while
people are likely to share personal insights and testimonies. When people share, other group members see new
ways they can draw closer to God and new steps they
can take with others.

God doesn't expect pastors and teachers to do all the minister-

(continued on page 10

Taizé Prayer Services
Join us on the third Monday of each month, 7:15-8:00 pm, in the Sanctuary
May 21 & June 18
The Connection
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(from page 9) WHY SMALL GROUPS?
Changing is hard. There is nothing like a
word of encouragement when someone
feels hopeless or discouraged. Group
members support one another, both during meetings and outside them.
We can comfort those in any trouble with
the comfort we ourselves have received
from God (2 Corinthians 1:4).


Group members hold
each other accountable.

If someone announces he or she plans
to work on making a change, other members of the group may ask how it went
the next time they get together. Or group
members may make a plan to be accountable to each other.
As iron sharpens iron, so one man
sharpens another (Proverbs 27:17).
Likewise, when people know they will be
meeting with a small group of friends,
they are motivated to do their homework
and memorize the weekly Bible verse.


Group members pray for
one another.

God honors and answers prayer. When
people become connected emotionally,
they are more open to praying for one
another. Often, group members exchange prayer requests or become
prayer partners.
For where two or three come together in
my name, there am I with them (Matthew
18:20).


Group members realize
that others face similar
problems.

People often think there is something
uniquely wrong with them. When they
hear that others have similar struggles,
they feel relieved and encouraged.
To learn about CELC’s Small Groups,
talk or email Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
Allen Chips;Arlys; Sarah Hopkins; Family of Brian Lemley; Paul Swanson; Laura North; Ethan Dschaak; Brent,
Jake, and Casey Dschaak; Alicia Owens; Steve Perkins
and family; Bill Booth; Ethan Dschaak; Tom Parrott;
Marie Eason-Williamson; Andrew and Ruth Dambowy;
Elke Meldau-Womack; Gene Saylor; Michael Foster;
Dr. Lindi Wu; Marie-Laure; Phoebe Clater; Deborah
Lambert; Anne Goeltz; Oscar Line; Danny Strunk;
Megan Condon; the young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and Jane Seaks; the
ministry of the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the children undergoing
treatment at The Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of Health and
their families and caregivers; the Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project in Zambia.

Thrive Women’s Bible Studies
Emily Dickinson, an American poet, born in
1830, and lived most of her life in Massachusetts, is considered one of America's major
poets. Her style is simple yet passionate,
marked by economy and concentration. She
confined her materials to the world of her
small village, her domestic circle, her garden
and a few good books. I am reminded of her
poems at this time of year when the gardens
come alive.
"The grass so little has to do, A sphere of simple green,
With only butterflies to brood,
And bees to entertain...."
And perhaps one of her best well known...
"I never saw a moor,
I never saw the sea;
Yet know I how the heather looks,
And what a billow be.
I never spoke with God,
Nor visited in heaven;
Yet certain am I of the spot
As if the checks were given."

or Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

Thrive Women's Bible Studies are held twice a month, on Saturday's from
9:00 to 10:30 at CELC or in a home. We are currently working our way
through all of the Books of the Bible. Please come and see what we are
about. You will always be welcome.
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I can be reached on 301-571-0050 or sannaLsolem@gmail.com
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Sunday

Monday

May 2012

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2

6

3

Friday

4

7

8

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

14

15

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

Martha Circle
10:30 am

9

Saturday

5
Women’s Groups
9:00-10:30 am

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

Please see page 7 of this
newsletter for small
group ministry opportunities throughout the week!

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.
10:20 am
Children & Youth
Faith Formation

Thursday

10

11

NO Choir Rehearsal
On this Day

"The Jesus
Lifestyle"
DVD series
7-9 pm

17

18

12

3:00 pm
Annual Spring
Choral Concert

13
MOTHER’S DAY
9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.
10:20 am
Children & Youth
Faith Formation
3:00 pm Concert:
Rock Creek CP

20
9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am

Connection
Breakfast

19
Women’s Group
9:00-10:30 am

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

Taizé Prayer
Service
7:15-8:00 pm

21

22

23

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

24

25

Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

"The Jesus
Lifestyle"
DVD series
7-9 pm

Taizé Prayer
Service
7:15-8:00 pm

followed by
Adult Christian
Ed.
10:20 am
Children & Youth
Faith Formation

June Connection
Deadline
5 pm

27

28

9:15 & 11:15 am
Worship
10:15 am Adult
Christian Ed.
10:20 am
Children & Youth
Faith Formation

16

Monday Night
Group
7:30 pm

29

30

31
Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm

26

THE

JESUS
LIFESTYLE

MAY 11th

May 25th

“HOW TO LIVE & ACT

“HOW TO BECOME A

WITH INTEGRITY”

GENEROUS GIVER”

Why is integrity so important?

We are the stewards of God’s
gifts to us.

Many people struggle with
integrity.

Everything we have belongs to

Lying is considered acceptable,

God; He is sharing it with us.

resulting in a breakdown of
trust in society.

Give regularly



(1 Cor. 16:2)

Integrity is the key to:


Strong personal relationships

Give proportionately



(Exodus 18:16-18)
Our culture is obsessed with



Long-term success

lifestyle.

Give generously



(Proverbs 11:3)

Jesus didn’t leave us a lifestyle
magazine.

(2 Cor. 8:12)



Good leadersip



(2 Cor. 9:7)

Pleasing God

teach—The Sermon on the

(1 Chronicles 29:17)

Join us at CELC’s

Mount, “Beatitudes” (Matthew
5)—the life that Jesus wants us

Join us at CELC’s

to live.

Hospitality Room,

Join us for one of several op-

Give cheerfully



(Proverbs 20:28)

He sat down on a

mountainside and began to

(2 Cor. 9:6)

Hospitality Room, Friday,
May 25, 7-9 p.m.

Friday, May 11, 7-9 p.m.

portunities, to experience…..
“The Jesus Lifestyle” series.

Host:

For fellowship, discussion and listening to Nicki Gumbel
teach on integrity.

Florence Heacock (need a volunteer to co -host)

8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD

20814

Contact Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com) or Ingrid Dallaire (idallaire@aol.com)

Time: 7—9 p.m.
Date : Fridays, May 11 & 25, 2012

Christ Evangelical Luther an Church
8011 Old Ge orgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
www.hear tmindsoul.com

Celc community
connection
breakfasts
Date: May 20, June 10,
and JULY 15
Time: 10:15-11:15 a.m.

Contact person: Florence Heacock
flohea@heartmindsoul.com

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays—
May 20, June 10, and July 15, 10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together. This is also an
opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions
regarding the future of CELC
If you would like to bring a food item to share, please contact
Florence Heacock or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.heartmindsoul.com

STEPHEN MINISTRY

CELC has been blessed with two Sisters in Christ who have completed the six month training of
Stephen Ministry at National Presbyterian Church.
Tuesday, April 10th evening, several from CELC joined Lisa Rickard and Elke Womack to celebrate
and support them in their Stephen Ministry Commissioning Banquet.
Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of caregiving training in the congregation. The training is led by
the congregation's Stephen Leaders--those who attend a one-week Stephen Series Leader's Training Course.
Stephen Minister training is an engaging, enjoyable learning experience that combines reading, lecture, discussion, skill practice, life application, video, and spiritual growth activities. It equips Stephen
Ministers to provide a high level of confidential, Christ-centered care to care receivers in their faith
communities.
Stephen Ministry began in 1975.
The Stephen Series is now in more than 11,000 congregations from more
than 150 Christian denominations, in all 50 states, 10 Canadian provinces,
and 23 other countries.
More than 60,000 pastors, church staff, and laypersons have been trained as
Stephen Leaders (those who oversee and direct Stephen Ministry in the
congregation) at a Stephen Series Leader's Training Course.
More than 500,000 people have trained as Stephen Ministers in their congregations.
More than a million people have received care from a Stephen Minister in a
formal one-to-one Stephen Ministry caring relationship, and millions of
others have received care from Stephen Ministers in informal ways.
Please pray for Lisa and Elke as CELC begins the journey of reactivating our Stephen Ministry.
If you are interested in Stephen Ministry, please talk with Lisa Rickard, Elke Womack, or Florence Heacock.

The Lord IS My Shepherd!
By Larry Goolsby
There are probably few of us who aren’t familiar
with the 23rd Psalm, and no doubt many of us could
just about recite it from memory. This psalm was
among the Bible passages we read and discussed
in the Challenging Lifestyles group this past Sunday. As often happens, the reading took us down
some interesting and unexpected paths. To begin
with, several of us said the modern translations just didn’t “work,” and
that this particular psalm really deserved to be read in the King James
version. Here it is:
1

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2He maketh me to
lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
4
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me.
5
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
This led us to reflect on the different roles that language and its variations can play in our faith life. Certainly, there is a major and important
role for communication with others that is clear and compelling – remember for example that one of our most important duties is to spread the
gospel to others, and that can’t be done well unless we speak to others
in ways they can understand. Yet there are times when the sheer poetry
of the King James version has its place too, for enjoyment, inspiration,
and the link to early childhood memories of hearing it in those words.
One of our members also shared some interesting commentary on the
original Hebrew words. One of them, which is translated as “follow” in
verse 6 above, is really closer to the meaning of our word “pursue” or
“hunt” – indicating that the psalmist meant to convey that God will actively seek us out for his love and mercy.
But aside from the fascinating language aspects, our most important
takeaway was the profound comfort and assurance of the psalm’s message. There are few parts of the Bible that sum up God’s plan to care for
us as vividly and succinctly as this psalm. As is always the case, many
of us came to the group that morning in need of that assurance, and
reading it, and having the support of this great group of fellow Christian,
was a very meaningful experience.
We invite you to join us for our Challenging Lifestyles discussions each Sunday
morning at 10:15 and become a part of our time together. All of us find that the
time we spend in study, discussion, prayer, and sharing is a high point of the
week. Please contact Florence Heacock, flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or Larry
Goolsby, goolsbycl@comcast.net, to learn more about us and what we do. We
meet in the “Upper Room” upstairs in the education wing, and always welcome
first-timers and visitors.

Join LSS/NCA
in Spreading
Seeds of Hope
Lutheran Social Services of the
National Capital Area (LSS/
NCA) cordially invites you to a
benefit breakfast celebrating 95
years of Lutheran service in our
communities. Hear inspiring,
personal stories of triumph over
adversity and how your support
of LSS/NCA’s mission has made
a difference in the lives of our
neighbors in need. Please join us
in celebration at
Expressions of Abundance
Annual Breakfast
to Benefit
the Mission of LSS/NCA
Tuesday, May 15
7:30-8:30 a.m.,
coffee & registration 7 a.m.
The Potomac Room at Key
Bridge Marriott
1401 Lee Highway
Arlington, VA
Free parking
Breakfast is provided free of charge;
contributions will be welcomed.
LSS/NCA programs include Caregiver Services, Foster Care & Adoption, Refugee resettlement & Immigrant Services, Disaster Preparedness & Response, and Youth Haven
Camps for children and teens affected by HIV/AIDS. For more information and to RSVP, contact
INGRID DALLLAIRE- Cell 301455-6962 or IDallaire@aol.com We
look forward to seeing you and to
celebrating LSS/NCA’s mission to
walk with those in need!

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
Rev. Jonathan Hundt
Interim Senior Pastor

9:15 am

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator

10:20 am
11:15 am

Ji-Na Kim
Organist
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Finance Administrator

Church Council
George Wenchel, President
Nathan Sprenger, Vice President
Tim Smith, Secretary
Alireza Motameni, Treasurer
Pastor Jon Hundt,
Paula Mathis,
& Barry McVicker

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children & Youth
(see details inside newsletter on pg. 6)
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Monday, May 21.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

