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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

June 2013

Summer Has
Returned Again
by Pastor Tony Carpenter
Grace to you and peace, from the Light of the World, our
Lord, Jesus the Christ.
Summer has returned and most schools across Virginia,
Maryland and DC have ended their academic year. Families
have started their vacations and many have submitted their
requests for summer leave. Experience reminds me that,
there will be many vacant seats in worship and Sunday
schools throughout Christian Churches across the nation for
the next 45 to 60 days. As we leisurely move about for the
next ten weeks, there is an excellent lesson in the Gospel of
Luke chapter 6 verses 25, 26 (RSV) for our summer reflection. Luke reminds us that after Jesus went out to the
mountain to pray, he called his disciples and from them he
selected twelve He said to the
(continued on page 2)
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Summer Has Returned Again
gathering crowd four times “Woe”! “Woe to
you that are rich, for you have received your
consolation “Woe to you that are full now,
for you shall hunger. “Woe to you that laugh
now, for you shall mourn and weep. “Woe to
you when all men speak ill of you, for so
their fathers did to the false prophets.”
Why did Luke, say ‘Woe”? Normally, Luke is
a more kind and moderate gospel writer
than Matthew or Mark. Here he adds these
“woes” to his four beatitudes, or blessings.
In Matthew we are given eight “Blessing
statements”, and they are oriented toward
our spirits, not just toward physical needs;
so, we can identify with one or two of them,
at least.
In Luke’s beatitudes, we may have little with
which to identify. I am not poor. I am not
hungry. I am not weeping and, though I may
not be the most popular person in town, I
am not reviled or rejected, on account of the
Son of Man. I doubt that many of us fit into
those categories. So, where do we find our
identification with these beatitudes?

defect. But are we not all weak and needy in
some way? We all have our vulnerable points,
our limits and our handicaps. When we recognize our weaknesses, we can ask for help; we
can work together.” (Quoted in Resources for
Preaching and Worship C)
“Woe”! Jesus says to us.” Luke makes it plain
that when it comes to being righteous, when it
comes to making ourselves right with God,
there is absolutely nothing for us to hang onto.
Or, more accurately, there is only one thing left
for us to hang onto when it comes to being
right with God, and that is the unconditional
love of God revealed in the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ. For, to be “blessed” as
Jeremiah reminds us, is to trust in the Lord.
As you move about this summer enjoying the
warm and blessed days of summer, let us not
forget the poor among us. Let us keep them in
our prayers and thoughts this summer. Let us
remember the mutual ministries of Christ
Lutheran Church. Wherever you find yourself
enjoying this summer, please take time to
pause in faithful prayer for those who are sick,
shut-in, home bound and lonely. Enjoy your
vacation and the many blessings God has
prepared for you. See you soon and have a
blessed summer.

However, at some point we have all
mourned some loss and eventually been
comforted by the promises of God; Jean
Vanier writes, “Sometimes people today
have difficulty with the words ‘the poor’ and
‘the weak.’ In our gospel message ‘the poor’
Pastor Tony
are frequently understood as the
‘economically poor.’---yes, a person without
work and without the income to pay one’s
debts. The poor person in need recognizes
his/her need and cries out for help. Unfortunately, weakness too often is considered a
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IN AND AROUND CELC
Welcome to CELC!

Fair Trade Coffee

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means
for small farmers to make enough money to
support themselves while using the premiums to
improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:

Holy Communion
Information
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice is white
and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like
more information about communion, contact Pastor
Tony by e-mail at pastortony@heartmindsoul.com

Greet and Treat Ministry



pillow packets
(pre-ground) of Regular
(Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each
pillow packet makes one
pot (about 64 oz) of
coffee ($2)



a variety of whole bean
and ground regular and
decaf coffees ($8 for 12oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg
and decaf)

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com).

Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).

Find us on facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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TOWN HALL
MEETING

SUNDAY
JUNE 2, 2013

Saturday, June 8th
10 am—1 pm

BLENDED SERVICE
at 10:15AM

Very important information about
Future Development. Bring a brown bag
lunch or snack.

After service join us for

DEVELOPING A VISION FOR
NEW MINISTRY
“Looking Through the Pieces
—A Search for Identity”
As we share a meal/workshop in the Hospitality
Room to examine History, Church Assets
and Future Vision of Christ Lutheran Church

Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, June 30th
10:15 am
(Between Services, in the Sanctuary)
NOTE: This meeting has been re-scheduled
back to the original date of June 30th

Prayer Corner
Our prayer list…

Anybody want to guess when
this picture was taken?
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Dave Lambert; Jonathan
Nofziger, Marga Armstrong &
Family of Barbara Wallesz;
Family of Jane Souder; Family of Anne Goeltz;
Darlene Grander’s son; Evin Biel; Terry Seaks &
Family of Jane Seaks; Family of Richard (Ricky)
Houck, Jr.; Tony Fernandz; Frank Goodyear; Gerald
A. Calabrese; The Lemley family; Ethan Dschaak,
nephew of Sanna Solem; Steve Perkins and family;
Tom Parrott, husband of Suzanne Parrott; Marie
Easton Williamson; Andrew and Ruth Dambowy;
Elke Meldau-Womack; Gene Saylor; Dr. Lindi Wu;
Marie-Laure; Deborah Lambert; Oscar Line; Megan
Condon; The young men of Nick's Place; The ministry of the Mi Refugio in Guatemala; The children at
The Children's Inn at NIH and their families and
caregivers; and Carol Yvonne Lummus Francis.

Join Us For Challenging Lifestyles Each Sunday
By Larry Goolsby
In our Challenging Lifestyles group on Sunday mornings, we begin by reading the Bible passages for each week. On
May 26, we discussed the day’s reading from Romans 5:1-5:
1 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God
because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has
brought us into this place of highest privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and
joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. 3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they are good for us – they help us learn to endure. 4 And
endurance develops strength of character in us, and character strengthens our confident expectation of salvation. 5 And this expectation will not disappoint us. For we know how dearly
God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.
This one really struck a chord with us because several of us that day had close family or friends who were dealing with
illness, hospitalization, or other problems. All of us were concerned over their difficulties, and we were trying to get
our arms around verse 4 in particular – which it appeared could be summed up in plainer language as “suffering is
good for us.” All of us knew that we agreed with that old adage in the abstract, but when it came down to someone
close to us whose suffering we were seeing and worrying about first-hand, it was much harder to accept.
The conversation then turned to the caregiving and loving help several in the group were providing for these family
members and friends, and how grateful we were that we could provide this assistance in a time of need. We talked
about the joy that came from being able to do this and the comfort that came from it, which helped to balance our
worries a bit. We began to realize that even though individuals suffer in this life – and that suffering will come to all of
us at some point if it hasn’t already – there is nevertheless great comfort and joy in being part of a Christian community in which help and love is always close by. We began to understand that adversity does of course bring hurt, but that
the process of caring and healing is perhaps what verse 3 is really talking about – this is in fact “good for us” and for
cementing the love we have for each other. Indeed, we must show and give exactly that love if we are to follow in Jesus’ footsteps and carry out our mission for Him here on Earth.
These conversations, coupled with Bible study and prayer, are the heart of our Sunday mornings together. We invite
you to meet with us each week at 10:15 and take part in this fellowship with us. We welcome new members, visitors,
family members and friends – all are encouraged to join us or just drop by as you can. If you have any questions or
suggestions, please contact Florence Heacock, flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or Larry Goolsby, goolsbycl@comcast.net.

CULINARY ARTS
Each month at the Connection Breakfast between church services, Chef Da-Vid makes
smoothies. Many enjoy them, including his latest "green" smoothie made with green
plants, mango juice, yogurt and fresh spinach. His basic smoothie recipe is approximately equal proportions of five ingredients: ice cubes, 2 different juices (one of which
is usually mango or coconut water), yogurt and either fruit or vegetable. Blend on low
until the ice doesn't make too much noise, then finish on high until very smooth.
Orange Smoothie: ice, banana, orange juice, mango juice, and Greek yogurt.
Green Smoothie: ice, spinach, green plant juice, coconut water, and Greek yogurt.
If you have a blender at home, be adventurous! Bottled Brazil Mango Juice and Coconut Water are both available at
Costco and Green Plant is available at Trader Joe's.
Contact Dave Lambert (Chef Da-Vid) for more information regarding the Festival of Cooking group or the ServSafe®
course. If you know anybody who needs occasional use of a licensed kitchen, have them call Bobby in the church office
or contact Dave Lambert (Chef Da-Vid) at 301-983-5034
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Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love and
Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact Larry
Goolsby (301-946-6479; or
goolsbycl@comcast.net)
“THRIVE” for
women seeking indepth Bible study,
fellowship, fun,
outreach ministries meets September-July, 9:0010:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month. Breakfast included. Contact Sanna Solem
(sannalsolem@gmail.com; 301571-0050)
“Men’s Master
Builders” Stay
tuned for further
information about a different
activity or service project we
can do soon.

Contact Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net)

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship.
PrayerLife outreach includes Taizé
Prayer Services and prayer study.
Contact Florence Heacock (301-452
-2491), Larry Goolsby (301-9466479), or Dave Lambert
(301-983-5034)

 “Martha Circle,” a Bible study
and fellowship based on material
provided by the Women of the
ELCA, meets at 10:00 am on the
third Tuesday of each month. Contact Wilma Christ, 301-530-5023,
for details.
June's date has been moved to
June 15th at 10:30 am at Maplewood Park Place. There will not be
meetings in July or August of 2013.
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month, except for July & August.
Contact Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)
“Monday Night Group” - Stay
tuned for upcoming study.
For more information,
contact: Judy Hults or Florence
Heacock at
flohea@heartmindsoul.com
“Taizé Service” - in Sanctuary,
7:15 p.m. on the 3rd Monday of
each month, unless otherwise
noted.
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MEN’S MINISTRY

A few years ago, CELC had a
growing and active men’s small
group/bible study. Several men of
CELC have lost their men’s small
group – are there a few guys out
there who are interested in facilitating/participating in a “men’s small
group”? If so, please talk with Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email
mensministry@heartmindsoul.com,
and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

The church of the first century was incredibly dynamic and flexible.
Communities of Jesus followers met together in their homes, learning
and growing together by meeting one another’s needs. That early life
of the Fellowship of Believers is described in Acts 2:41-47.
Over the years and through the centuries, Christians have continued
to find that the best way to experience true Christian fellowship is in a
small group.
It’s a place where you can come to give and receive ideas, help, and encouragement. It’s a
place where you're part of a group that's seeking to grow in their faith just as you are; a group
that will be with you through your struggles and rejoice with you in your triumphs. It's a place
where you usually gain lifelong friends!
Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or you're a seasoned Christian, you'll be challenged and moved by participating in a small group.

Guiding Star
Child Development
Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center
provides exceptional child development
services in a safe, nurturing Christian
environment. Our philosophy: Safety is
essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.
We offer child care at two locations in
Bethesda:

Reasons to Join a Small Group:










You will understand the Bible better in a
small group.
You will begin to really feel like part of God’s
family.
Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle times of crisis,
change, and stress better.
You will have a natural way to share Christ
with friends, relatives, and work associates.
You will develop leadership skills you never
knew you had!
You will deepen your understanding of
worship.
You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun.

7009 Wilson Lane
8011 Old Georgetown Rd

Taizé Prayer Services
Join us on the third Monday of each
month, 7:15-8:00 pm, in the Sanctuary
June 17th & July 15, 2013
NO SERVICE IN AUGUST
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Life—Love—Listening
Community—Friendship
During CELC's 2013 Small Group and
Christian education year, many opportunities are offered for you to belong and experience community,
friendship, learning and growing in
the bible, life, listening and being listened to, caring and support of self
and each other--- friendship? Community.
The Bible says that friendship—
community—is one of the richest experiences you can have in life. It
makes your heart bigger, keeps you
steady in a storm, ends your aloneness, is a key to personal transformation. God wired us up to know and
be known, to love and be loved, to
serve and be served, to celebrate and
be celebrated.
Community – friendship--building is
not easy. Very seldom can you just
get plunked into a premade group
and immediately experience community and friendship. There has to be
an internal want to factor that is
strong enough to be able to push you
through the false starts and stops
that are going to happen as you build
community.

experience and grow in authentic,
trusting, valuable, loving, caring,
fun, long-lasting friendships and
community – with the love of
God. WE look forward to seeing
you at any small group, Christian
education, prayer, outreach
opportunity or forum, Taize Prayer
Service, monthly Movie Night or
Sunday Connection Breakfast.

ing toward you with love all the
time. I will be there for you all the
time.” When you open your heart up
to the love of God through Christ,
that love becomes the bedrock foundation out of which you move in
your human relationships—
friendship, community.
Remember – God is for us! In CELC’s
small groups, Christian education
opportunities and forums, there are
many opportunities for you to

Community building and friendships
usually start out with superficial conversation; and through it, trust and
authenticity has to be built to grow
into community and friendship. Most
of us get tired of surface relationships
and wish we could move on, but then
we ask “how”?
God says, “I have love of another
kind. I have a lavish, uncontaminated,
focused affection for you. I am thinking about you all the time. I am mov8

If there is not a small group or
faith opportunity that meets your
needs or desires, please contact
Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net,
or Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

Foundation of Prayer—Simple Prayers
(from allaboutprayer.org)
Your simple prayers
can be like the ones
above. You ca n talk to
God anytime during
the day. You can talk
to Him in the shower,
lying in bed, kneeling,
or lying on the floor.
He doesn’t care how
you talk to Him, only
that you do.

Our relationship with God is a two way-street. We
pray, while He listens. He answers and we listen.
Learning to listen for His voice requires stillness on
our part, even though our words may be simple
prayers. Sometimes, we have to break away from all
the demands of this world to find a quiet place to
converse with Him. Keep talking, because He’s
listening.

Simple prayers come in many different forms.
Some people have the misconception that in
order for a prayer to be effective, it needs to be
eloquently worded and spoken with clarity. Not
so! God hears the simple prayers of little children and the eloquent prayers of the elderly.
Here are some ideas of simple prayers. The
most important one for a non-Christian is
“Jesus, I am a sinner. I know you came to earth,
died on the cross, were buried, and rose again
so I can have eternal life in heaven with You. I
accept You as my Lord and Savior. Please forgive
me of my sins. Amen.”

Florence Heacock
Small Groups Minister

A simple prayer for
loved ones is “Father
God, someone I love is
hurting today. Please
visit them. Touch them
and make them whole
again. In Jesus Name,
amen.”
Another idea for a simple prayer for thankfulness could be “God, thank You for the blessings
in my life. I know all good things come from You.
I love You God. Amen.”
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Thrive Women’s Bible Studies
June, 2013

Pilgrimage – n. A journey, especially a long one made to some sacred place, as in an act of
devotion. Any long journey.
This Memorial Day, as in year’s past, thousands make a pilgrimage to the Viet Nam Memorial,
“The Wall” and Rolling Thunder. I, for one, have been going for years. And yes, I do consider
this a pilgrimage. Thousands come for many reasons. But whatever the reason, they do
come. And I believe deep down we are all there for the same reason. To remember fallen
Americans.
It is a cross section of America – all ages, states, cities, from near and far. The important thing
is that it brings us all together. I noticed that there are always an abundance of Christian
groups - for instance Bikers for Bibles handing out free New Testaments. “The Wall” is such a
special place for Christians to congregate as it is the living memory of thousands who
died. Many tears were shed there and thousands of pictures taken to share with those back
home who could not make the trip.
What is it about these memorials we have in such abundance in this area? Why are we drawn
to them. Each person can only answer that for themselves. But the bottom line is that we are
drawn to them. Search your hearts.
I would like to see all of us drawn to our Church with such enthusiasm each Sunday. Yes, journey to Church on Sunday is a pilgrimage. It can be your weekly pilgrimage? You just have to
do it!
The Thrive Women’s Bible Study meets twice a month on the first and third Saturdays at 9:00
AM. Come and visit to see if you would like to be a part of “our journey through the Bible”.
Please call me on 301-571-0050 or sannalsolem@gmail.com

10

11

CELC Community
Connection
Breakfasts
Dates:

June 16
July 21

NONE IN AUGUST
Time:
Contact person:

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —
June 16th, & July 21st, 2013
10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together. This is also an
opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions regarding
the future of CELC. If you would like to bring a food item to share, please
contact Florence Heacock or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.heartmindsoul.com
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Worship Center Study
and June 8th Town Hall
Reminder
On April 23rd and 25th Jim Clark and Michael Foster, Principals of MTFA
Architecture facilitated two, 3-hour sessions with 10 representative members of
CELC to seek input on purpose, worship styles and mission space for the proposed
new building. The team focused on interior 2nd Floor Sanctuary, Narthex and
adjacent rooms. Participants included:
Adan Abrego
Jerry Black
Pastor Tony Carpenter
Richard Czypinski
Ingrid Dallaire
Judy Hults
Suzanne Parrott
Chris Philpot
Jeffanie Sitaniapessy
Penny Smith
The lively input that included styles of worship, music and audio/visual, seating,
narthex use, procession or flow, safety and accessibility and many other areas was
extensive and very helpful for all concerned. Comprehensive results of the study
will be shared at the June 8th Town Hall Meeting on Development at 10 a.m. and
will be used in future worship center design.
Many thanks to all for their time and input.
Submitted by Don Cuming, Barry Lemley, and Tim Smith for the Development Steering Committee (DSC)
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As stated on the previous page, MTFA
facilitated two 3 hour sessions to seek
representative input on purpose, worship styles and mission space for the
proposed new facilities. MTFA has designed hundreds of churches using
this facilitated purpose driven method. The study team was advised that
there was no need to bring any fixed
ideas for specific worship center physical attributes – just to bring an open
mind. The team only focused on the
interior 2nd Floor 10, 000 gross sq. ft.
space housing the Sanctuary, Narthex
and adjacent offices and/or breakout
rooms.
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BETHESDA CARES
Announcing
The HAVEN Project
Health Access
for Vulnerable and Emergency Needs

Now – July 31, 2013
During 2012, Bethesda Cares medical vulnerability homeless outreach and assessment teams identified 55
people without health insurance. These individuals, while sleeping on the streets and in places not meant for
human habitation, were assessed with high risk factors associated with tri-morbidity and medical vulnerabilities. Based on this data, a significant gap in service exists for this subpopulation of homeless individuals who
are suffering from mental illness and medical vulnerabilities while homeless in Montgomery County, MD.
The HAVEN Project is a 3 month effort to be conducted in May, June and July 2013.
The HAVEN Project will actively engage medically vulnerable homeless individuals with opportunities to
coordinate, link, and enroll the population into health insurance programs and housing stability.

The 4 goals of The HAVEN Project will….
·

Engage and strengthen rapport with medically vulnerable homeless population.

·

Enroll 50 individuals experiencing homelessness into Maryland’s Primary Adult Care Program.

·
Ensure that homeless individuals in Montgomery County are educated on health benefits and they have
access to the new benefits under the Affordable Healthcare Act.
·

Coordinate medication assistance to medically vulnerable homeless population.

For more information regarding The HAVEN Project at Bethesda Cares, Inc. please contact John Mendez or
Andrea Loejos. 301 907 9244
*****************************************************************************************

June 8, 2013
Big Train Baseball returns this season and Saturday June 8th is Bethesda Cares night. Game starts at
7:30 PM at Povich Field in Cabin John Regional Park. Contact us at info@bethesdacares.org
for free tickets.
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Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com

Pastor Tony Carpenter
New Interim Pastor
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

NOTE: Sunday, June 2nd
One Combined Worship Service at 10:15 a.m.
Regular Schedule

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator

9:15 am
10:15 am

Ji-Na Kim
Associate Director of Music
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups

11:15 am

W. Karunaratne
Finance Administrator
Church Council
George Wenchel, President
Nathan Sprenger, Vice President
Tim Smith, Secretary
Frank Goodyear
Cynthia Willkomm
Eleanor Black
Farshad Bahari
Sanna Solem
Heidi Clemmer
Alice Daniel
Florence Heacock
Larry Goolsby
Church Council meets every 3rd Wednesday
of the Month at 7 pm
Church members are welcome to attend

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
(Ages 3 thru Elementary School age)
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the December issue of The Connection are
due by 5:00 pm on Friday, June 21.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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