Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

July 2005 Sunday Morning Education: Pathfinders for Children &
Teens (on break in July), Prayer Group, ALPHA ―Challenging Lifestyles‖ and
―Questions of Life‖ courses. (Please see the bulletin for times and locations.)

Friday

1

Saturday

2

7:30 p.m.
Coed Home
Group

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10 a.m. Blended
Worship

Happy
4th of July!

7:30 p.m.
Salted Fire
Rehearsal

7-9 p.m. Young
Women’s Group

King’s Fest at
King’s Dominion

7-9 p.m. Men’s
Master Builders

6:30 p.m.
Praise Band

King’s Fest
at King’s
Dominion

King’s Fest
at King’s
Dominion

No regular
8 a.m. Autism
Education Hour Walk (See page 4
-5 for details.)

7:30-9 a.m.
THRIVE

7:30 Choir

No Alpha
Courses
7-9 p.m.
Celebrate
Recovery

10

11

12

13

14

15

9 a.m. Breakfast
with Pastor
Marv

6 p.m. Alpha
in English
and Spanish

7 p.m. Family
Ministry Team
meeting

7-9 p.m. Young
Women’s Group

6:30 p.m.
Praise Band

7:30 p.m.
Coed Home
Group

9:45 & 11:15
a.m. Worship

7-9 p.m.
Celebrate
Recovery

7:30 p.m.
Rachel Circle

10:15 a.m.
Education Hour
and Youth
Breakfast

7:30 Choir

16

7:30 p.m.
Women’s Home
Group

7:30 p.m.
Salted Fire
Rehearsal

6 p.m. Youth
Group Gathering

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

9:45 & 11:15
a.m. Worship

6 p.m. Alpha
in English
and Spanish

10 a.m.
Martha Circle

7-9 p.m. Young
Women’s Group

6:30 p.m.
Praise Band

7:30-9 a.m.
THRIVE

7 p.m. Council
Meeting

7-9 p.m. Men’s
Master Builders

7:30 Choir

5 p.m. August/
September
Chronicle
Deadline

10:15 a.m.
Education Hour

7-9 p.m.
Celebrate
Recovery

7:30 p.m.
Salted Fire
Rehearsal

24/31

25

26

27

28

9:45 & 11:15
a.m. Worship

6 p.m. Alpha
in English
and Spanish

7:30 p.m.
Salted Fire
Rehearsal

7-9 p.m. Young
Women’s Group

6:30 p.m.
Praise Band

10:15 a.m.
Education Hour
6 p.m. Youth
Group Gathering
(the 24th only)

7-9 p.m.
Celebrate
Recovery

7:30 Choir

29

30

7:30 p.m.
9 a.m.
to 9:30 p.m.
to 5:30 p.m.
Women of Faith Women of Faith
conference at conference at the
the MCI Center
MCI Center

Volume 71,
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W E W E LCOM E YOU !

Sunday

Reach Up, Reach Out and Grow

June/July
2005

OUR MISSION
STATEMENT

Eritrean Christian Church Leaders
and Members Imprisoned!

The mission of Christ
Evangelical Lutheran
Church is to make
disciples of Jesus
Christ; to transform all
people into fully
devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.

“Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow
prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you
yourselves were suffering.” — Hebrews 13:3

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Our vision is to be a
community of believers
making and baptizing
disciples so that Christ’s
forgiveness and healing
can be accomplished in
the world.
We are a community of
believers because God
wants us to be
something together and
represent God with our
unified diversity. Our
vision is to further
God’s Kingdom in our
midst.

Eritrea is an Eastern African country bordering the Red Sea east of Sudan and
north of Ethiopia. A little more than three years ago, the Eritrean government
shut the doors of all minority churches and denied them the freedom to congregate and worship together. Now, there are at least 16 pastors and almost
900 Eritrean Christians incarcerated in jails, military duress camps and shipping containers because they refuse to recant their faith in Christ.
Donica Merhazion, a member of CELC from Eritrea, has requested prayers
for persecuted Eritreans. If you visit the page http://news9.asmarino.com/
docs/Eritrean_Church_Under_Fire.pdf found on the Eritrean news web site
www.asmarino.com, you will see a picture of several imprisoned pastors. Dr.
Kiflu, the man third from the left, was Donica’s calculus professor, and she
went to school with Pastor Abraham, the man to his right. They both have
been imprisoned with no opportunity to
have a fair trial and have been held incommunicado — indefinitely. You can
read more about the situation with
youth, men, women Christians and nonChristians alike suffering in Eritrea at
www.asmarino.com (click on news).

Shipping containers used to
imprison Eritrean Christians.

Between February and May, police
cracked down on minority Christian
churches, breaking into religious services and church premises, arresting and
Continued on page 3
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Updates & Reminders
MANY THANKS TO THE COUNCIL FOR FEEDING AND GREETING US IN MAY!
THANKS, IN ADVANCE, TO THRIVE AND THE FAMILY MINISTRY TEAM FOR FEEDING AND GREETING US IN JUNE AND JULY!
NEW TO CELC?

PERMISSION FORMS &
PHOTO RELEASES

New to CELC? Want to
know more about our faith
community? Please email
clc@heartmindsoul.com to
begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter and/or weekly family ministry enewsletter. Also, please attend Breakfast with Pastor
Marv in the Hospitality Room at 9 a.m. on the second Sunday of every month.

All children and teens who participate in family ministry activities at CELC are required to have up-to-date health
and permission forms on file at the church. As well,
CELC requests that everyone sign the photo release
form so that we know whether we have your permission to use photos of you and your family in CELC
publications, including on the web site. This will
help us make sure our publications accurately reflect
our community and the ministries of CELC. We
thank you in advance for your help.

SUNDAY MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
CELC shares Sunday morning announcements on
the televisions in the Narthex and Colonnade before
and after each service. You may also see the announcements on the
big screen before worship. A special thanks
to Rusty and Rachel
Hill for putting the
project together.

To get copies of these forms, please email Jennifer
Tessneer at jenniferclc@heartmindsoul.com or call
her at 301-652-5160.

PRAYER LIST
To add a prayer request to the prayer
list, please email Florence Heacock
at flohea@heartmindsoul.com or call
her at 301-652-5160. Please indicate
if you want the prayer to be confidential (prayer group only) or on the
list inserted in the bulletin. We also would appreciate feedback on the prayers to see how God is moving at CELC. Prayer lists are available in the Narthex.

Please email normal
ministry announcements in PowerPoint
to Pastor Marv at marv@heartmindsoul.com by 5
p.m. on the Wednesday before the ―announcement‖
should be made. Two slides maximum. We will publish them ―as is‖ so please proofread before you
send. (If you don’t know how to use PowerPoint,
contact one of the staff and we will teach you.)

Monday

Sharing witnesses (stories) of how
God is at work in our lives encourages and lifts up other Christians
and helps plant seeds for nonChristians. To share a witness of
how God is at work in your life,
please speak to Pastor Marv.
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Tuesday

June 2005 Sunday Morning Education:

Wednesday

1

6 p.m. KidSafe
Pathfinders for Children & Teens (through
meeting
June 12 and June 5 respectively), Prayer
Group, ALPHA ―Challenging Lifestyles‖ and 7-9 p.m. Young
―Questions of Life‖ courses. (Please see the Women’s Group
7-9 p.m. Men’s
bulletin for times and locations.)

Thursday

Friday

3

4

6:30 p.m.
Praise Band

7:30 p.m.
Coed Home
Group

7:30-9 a.m.
THRIVE

7:30 Choir

5

6

7

8

9

10

9 & 11:15 a.m.
Worship

6 p.m. Alpha
in English
and Spanish

7:30 p.m.
Salted Fire
Rehearsal

7-9 p.m. Young
Women’s Group

6:30 p.m.
Praise Band

7:30 p.m.
DC Festival
Multi-Church
Prayer Meeting
(See page 3 for
more info.)

10:15 a.m.
Education Hour
10:15 a.m.
Connection
Power Info
Session and
Training

12

13

9 & 11:15 a.m.
Worship

6 p.m. Alpha
in English
and Spanish

10:15 a.m.
Education Hour
and Pathfinders
Celebration

7:30 Choir

7-9 p.m.
Celebrate
Recovery

7-9 p.m.
Celebrate
Recovery

6-8 p.m.
Youth Group
End-of-the-Year
Celebration!

7:30 p.m.
Women’s Home
Group

14

15

7 p.m. Special
MCPS Last Day
Council Meeting
of School
7:30 p.m.
Rachel Circle

7-9 p.m. Young
Women’s Group

7:30 p.m.
Salted Fire
Rehearsal

7-9 p.m. Men’s
Master Builders

18

6:30 p.m.
Praise Band

7:30-9 a.m.
THRIVE

7:30 Choir

7:30 p.m.
Coed Home
Group

24

25

21

22

23

Happy
Father’s Day!

6 p.m. Alpha
in English
and Spanish

10 a.m.
Martha Circle

7-9 p.m. Young
Women’s Group

6:30 p.m.
Praise Band
7:30 Choir

10:15 a.m.
Education Hour

7-9 p.m.
Celebrate
Recovery

26

27

28

29

30

9:45 & 11:15
a.m. Worship

6 p.m. Alpha
in English
and Spanish

7:30 p.m.
Salted Fire
Rehearsal

7-9 p.m. Young
Women’s Group

6:30 p.m.
Praise Band

10:15 a.m.
Education Hour

7-9 p.m.
Celebrate
Recovery

11

17

20

7 p.m. Council
Meeting

9—10:30 a.m.
Small Group
Facilitators
Bible Study

16

19
9:45 & 11:15
a.m. Worship

Saturday

2

Master Builders

SUNDAY MORNING WITNESS

We encourage the congregation to share public witnesses (stories) of how God is at work in our lives.
To share a story, please speak to Pastor Marv.
Other opportunities to publicize ministries/events
include the weekly e-newsletter, the weekly family
ministry e-newsletter and the Week Ahead. We also
encourage you to come to worship early to greet and
talk to people about your ministry/event.

Sunday

7:30 p.m.
Salted Fire
Rehearsal

7:30 Choir

Updates & Reminders

Christ Lutheran Church Sunday Schedule
9:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship with Communion. (On June 5 and 12,
contemporary worship will be at 9 a.m.)
10:15 a.m. Education Hour: Pathfinders for Children & Teens (on break in
the summer), Alpha ―Challenging Lifestyles‖ Bible study on the Beatitudes, Alpha ―Questions of Life‖ course, Prayer Ministry Team meets.
11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship with Communion
6 p.m. — 8 p.m. CELC Youth Meet! Come hungry! (Every other Sunday in the summer)

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH
301-652-5160 (Fax) 301-652-2301
Website: http://www.heartmindsoul.com
E-mail: clcbethesda@heartmindsoul.com

The Rev. Marvin Tollefson
Pastor

Jennifer Tessneer
Minister of Family & Community Care

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music

Erica Sprague
Office Administrator

Florence Heacock

Mission of The Chronicle
To communicate about disciple-making events &
opportunities … all for the glory of God and to
grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Chronicle! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran!
Questions? Please call Jennifer Tessneer at 301-6525160, ext. 5, or email jenniferclc@heartmindsoul.com.

Aug./Sept. Chronicle Deadline
Submissions for the August/
September issue of The
Chronicle are due by 5 p.m.
on Friday, July 22. Please
drop them off in the box on Jennifer’s office door or email them to jenniferclc@heartmindsoul.com.

Small Groups Minister

Church Council
Barry Lemley, president
Robert Dalzell, vice president
Larry Goolsby, secretary
Lisa Bente, June Bradley, Martin
Brockman, Ingrid Dallaire, Moges
Gebremedhin, Catherine Johnson,
Maura Miller, George Wenchel.

New to CLC?
Want to know
more about our
faith community?
Please email
clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter and/or weekly family
ministry e-newsletter.
10

June/July Sermon Series:

“Spiritual Warfare on the Pop Culture Battleground”
June 5 – Makeover Madness
June 12 – Living Your Wildest Dream
June 19 – Why are You So Angry?
June 26 – Am I Doing Enough Yet?

July 3 – A House Divided
July 10 – The Devil Made Me Do It
July 17 – Shame on You

Are you prepared to defend yourself?
Eritrean Christian Church Leaders and Members Imprisoned!
nite detainment in one of the many prisons that have been
built all over the country. On Saturday, May 28, security
forces raided and detained 250-300 guests at a wedding in
Asmara, the capital of Eritrea. The wedding reception,
which was being held at a function hall known as Kewa
in the center of Asmara, is said to have been that of members of Meserete Kirstos Church, one of the closed
churches in Eritrea.

Continued from page 1
beating church members, and torturing them in military
detention centers. Those who were liable for military service were conscripted and others were provisionally released after weeks in detention, with threats of severe
reprisals if they continued their religious activities. Religions other than the Eritrean Orthodox Church, the Catholic and Lutheran churches and Islam were banned in May
2002 and ordered to register with the new Department of
Religious Affairs, but had been informally allowed to
continue.

In a similar raid last January, security forces stormed and
arrested an entire wedding party including the bride and
groom. The party was detained overnight in a brand new
police station in an area known as Expo near Asmara International Airport. Passersby in the early hours of the
morning could hear the detainees singing and praising
God from their holding place.

In August, over 200 teenage school students on a compulsory pre-conscription course at Sawa military camp were
arrested for possessing Bibles. Twenty-seven girls and 30
boys were held in metal shipping containers in harsh conditions. They were pressed to abandon their faith. At least
330 church members, including over 80 conscripts, were
reportedly still detained in secret at the end of 2003. Muslims suspected of links with Sudan-based armed Islamist
groups were also targeted for
repression. Dozens of Qur’anic
teachers and government schoolteachers arrested in Keren and
other towns in 1994 remained in
secret detention and appeared to
be prisoners of conscience.

Christian women
pray for those
incarcerated in
Asmara.

Anyone suspected of being affiliated with any of the closed
churches is threatened with
immediate arrest and indefi-

―With the release of most of those who were detained in
Barentu over the last few weeks, I was hoping that this
trend of raiding weddings and detaining people indiscriminately may perhaps be coming to an end,‖ said Dr.
Berhane Asmelash, director of Release Eritrea, a group
that works to restore freedom of religion to the people of
Eritrea. ―I have been proven wrong.‖
It is essential that we pray for the churches and Christians
who are being persecuted! It is equally important that we
make sure others know about the imprisonments taking
place. If we ignore what is taking place, there is every
likelihood that the incarcerations will continue.
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In Prayer,
Pastor Marv

CLC Council

Special Events & Information
“Doing Life Together,”

Good leaders never stop learning or growing.

the next Small Group leaders’ and ministers’ forum, will be from 9 a.m. to
10:30 a.m., Saturday, June 4 in the Hospitality Room.

They continue to step up to the next level, gaining new knowledge and
sharpening skills. That’s why The Leadership Summit convenes each and
every year in August — to help Christ-following leaders like you recalibrate, recommit, and renew your passion to ―lead with all diligence.‖ It’s an
event not to be missed. For details, speak to one of the staff or go to:

It is essential that all Small Group leaders attend. We will celebrate the end of
the 2004-05 Christian education year and prepare for summer and fall 2005. If you are interested in Small Group Bible Study leadership/ministry, please join us! For more information,
contact Florence Heacock at 301-652-5160 or email her at flohea@heartmindsoul.com.

D.C. Festival

— Council Update — Council Update — Council Update —

is coming soon — Oct. 8-9 — and
preparations are well underway!
Please mark your calendars for:








http://www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/

Multi-Church Prayer Meeting — Join
with area congregations of all denominations and
cultures to share the truth of God’s Word and to
pray for our Lord and Savior to transform our
lives, churches, communities and nation. From
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday, June 10 at Del
Ray Baptist Church in Alexandria, Va. Nursery
care provided.
Counselor Training Sessions — Learn how to share in one of Christianity’s greatest joys … helping to lead a new believer to Christ! These 2-hour trainings will equip you to share your faith and counsel
others at the festival. They will be held at various sites from Aug. 30 through Sept. 15.
Prayer Rally — An event with the mission and magnitude of the DC Festival must be bathed in
prayer. Join with hundreds of fellow believers to lift up the festival and praise the Lord through which all
things are possible. 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 17. Location TBA.
DC Schools Cleanup — Many DC schools are in immediate need of repair, maintenance and upkeep. Join with hundreds of brothers and sisters as we share the love of Christ through service. Plan now
to bring your gardening tools and a willing heart as we clean up, paint up and fix up our precious schools
in the District. To get involved, go to www.dcfestival.com.

Great Music!
Good News!

The D.C. Festival is a free, family-friendly festival featuring some
off the biggest names in contemporary Christian music, a Veggie
Tales play area for kids, an interactive sports zone, and the ―Livin'
It‖ action sports exhibition. More importantly, the festival is a fantastic opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with friends,
neighbors and other loved ones and to introduce new families to our church. It will be held on the National
Mall on Oct. 8 and 9. For details on the festival, check out www.dcfestival.com or speak to one of the staff!
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The Council met on May 24 for
its regular monthly meeting.
Council President Barry Lemley
provided updates on several matters, beginning with finances.
The church’s overall income is
slightly ahead of what it was at this point last year.
However, that is mostly due to increased income
from space use revenue; envelope giving is down
about 15 percent.
Several building items
needing repair or other
attention were covered,
including repairing gutters
around the sanctuary and
paint peeling in the sanctuary. Council will seek
bids on those items.

ject by as early as 2008. Additional updates will be
reported as they evolve.
Jennifer Tessneer reported on Family Ministry initiatives moving forward this summer, including planning a fall festival celebration with family-friendly
activities. Pathfinders will break for the summer after a celebration with parents on June 12, but the
youth group will continue on a modified summer
schedule. The Family
Ministry team is still
looking for a male youth
group leader.

Mark Your Calendars!

There will be
one blended worship service
at 10 a.m. on Sundays,
July 3, Aug. 7 and Sept. 4
(first Sundays of the month).

In other Family Ministry
news, there has been positive progress with the
county regarding use of
the Glenbrook Road
house, and Jennifer is
continuing to work with
the Christ Church Children’s Center on developing and implementing a
Christian curriculum.

Barry also updated the
Council on the status of
Our Fall Festival will be on
the Graceful Growing Together (GGT) Steering
Sunday, Sept. 11!
Committee’s work on the
church’s development
plans. As reported last month, Council in April apPastor Marv Tollefson reported on plans to test a
proved the Letter of Intent (LOI) to enter into a Joint new, later contemporary worship service time this
Venture (JV) agreement with Bozzuto Development
summer, which the Council supported.
Company. Since then the steering committee has
been working on a more detailed proposal for possi— Larry Goolsby,
ble timelines and steps toward completion of the proCouncil Secretary
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Small Group Ministries
We warmly invite you to participate in these spiritual, faith-based opportunities. Unless another contact
is listed, please call Florence Heacock, small groups minister, for details at 301-652-5160.

Adult

Small Group Facilitators Bible Study next meets from 9
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, June 4 in the Hospitality
Room. It is essential that all Small Group Leaders attend!
The topic will be the end of 2004-2005 Christian education year and preparation for summer and fall 2005 Small
Group Ministry.

“Challenging Lifestyles,” based on the Beatitudes, meets at 10:15 a.m.
Sundays (except July 3). Contact Larry Goolsby at 301-946-6479.
“Questions of Life,” a course on the basics of Christianity for new, returning and mature Christians, meets in English and Spanish at 6 p.m. on
Mondays. For the Monday course in English, contact Pastor Marv at 301
-652-5160. For the course in Spanish, contact Pastor Raul Hernandez at
202-607-0037. A new “Questions of Life” course will begin on Sunday
mornings in September. For information on that course, please contact
Jim Harken at 240-350-6027 or Steve Peth at 301-564-1232.
Coed Home Group, for in-depth Bible study, meets at 7:30 p.m. on the
first and third Fridays of each month. Contact Mark or Marta Woodward
at 301-592-8282.
“Celebrate Recovery” uses eight recovery principles to help heal hurts
and overcome personal problems. CR meets from 7 to 9 p.m. on Mondays. Contact Roger Clough at 301-251-8694.
Men’s Master Builders, meets for in-depth Bible study with a focus on
men’s issues, from 7-9 p.m. on the first and third Wednesdays of each
month. Contact Richard Czypinski at 301-652-5160 or Robert Dalzell at
301-657-9031.
“A Life Worth Living,‖ based on the book of Philippians, starts soon.
Contact Florence Heacock at 301-652-5160.
Graceful Growing Together (GGT), CLC’s stewardship initiative, uses
prayer, Bible study, faith, love, fellowship, and gifts to continue to experience spiritual growth and fulfill the vision that God has given our
church for the future.

Women
Martha Circle, a
Bible study on
material provided
by the Women of
the ELCA, meets
at 10 a.m. on the third Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary
Merrick at 301-571-7212.
Rachel Circle, a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
7:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday
of each month. Contact Jackie
Clapp at 301-933-4164.
THRIVE, for women seeking indepth Bible study, meets from
7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. on the first and
third Saturday of each month.
Contact Sanna Solem at 301-5710050.
Young Women’s Small Group,
for women in their 20s and early
30s, meets from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
every Wednesday! Contact Jennifer Tessneer at 240-426-8598.
Women’s Home Group, for
women seeking in-depth Bible
study, meets from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
on the second Thursday of each
month. Contact Ingrid Dallaire at
301-654-6962 or Ellen Schneider
at 301-656-6419.

Teddy Bear Ministry is a ministry of love, caring, and healing.

PRAYER

“… Pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thes. 5:17)

Prayer Ministry meets at 10:15 a.m. on Sundays in Prayer Room I (second floor).
Contact Florence Heacock at 301-652-5160 or email her at flohea@heartmindsoul.com.
Prayer Room I is open for prayer from 8:15 a.m.– Noon on Sundays. Prayer Room II is
open for prayer Monday — Saturday.
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Special Events & Information
Contemporary Worship Moving to 9:45 a.m. this Summer!
Starting on Sunday, June 19, the contemporary worship service will begin at 9:45 a.m. rather than 9
a.m. This is a summer change, and the issue of worship times will be revisited again at the end of the
summer.
Why are we changing worship times?
As disciples of Jesus, we seek to follow his example
and fulfill the calling he gave us to ―Go and make
disciples of all nations‖ (Matthew 28:19). When we
look at how Jesus reached out to people in the Bible
(and when we think about how God reaches out to
us today), we see that Jesus met people where they
were – in the context of their lives and in ways they
would understand. In the same way, we must be
willing to step out of our comfort zones and into the
lives of the people God wants to reach.

One small but potentially
significant way we can
do this is to push back
the contemporary worship time. People who are
not normally inclined to
get up for church on Sunday morning are even less
inclined the earlier the service is in the day. Many
churches, recognizing this, have moved worship
times to a later hour to reach those people who
would otherwise say, ―Well I might go to church,
but it’s just so early.‖
We ask you to pray for God’s blessing as we try this
new worship time and to devote yourself again to
reaching out to someone who doesn’t have a relationship with Him. Many thanks and blessings!

Do you remember what it felt like when you were looking for a
church home? Do you want to help visitors connect with
and experience a welcoming community at CELC?
Help us help visitors feel right at home at CELC by joining the Connection Power
team! To learn more, please come to an orientation session in the Hospitality Room at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday,
June 5 or contact Erica Sprague at 301-652-5160 or by email at erica@heartmindsoul.com.

Impact the lives of others for eternity!

JUNE/JULY BIRTHDAYS
Richard Czypinski (June 2)
Jill Clemmer (June 6)
Liam Miller (June 17)
Jeremy Lunsford (June 24)

Jennifer Mills (July 2)
Jack Smith (July 9)
Jennifer Tessneer (July 15)
Jaymes Lunsford (July 24)
Daniel Smith (July 28)

Please let us know your birthday so we can thank God
and celebrate the awesome blessing of your life! Please email your birthday to
Jennifer Tessneer at jenniferclc@heartmindsoul.com.
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Family Ministry
CELC’s family ministry exists to REACH families with the love of
Jesus and CONNECT them with other believers so they can GROW
in faith, use their God-given gifts in MINISTRY to others, and fall
more deeply in LOVE with Jesus Christ.


Reach

(Evangelism)

Connect
(Fellowship)





Grow

(Discipleship)



Ministry
(Service)

Love
(Worship)



Christian Training — n. (kr s ch n tr n ng) Inspiring, uplifting
opportunities to be equipped by God. Something no one should miss

If the words ―Christian training‖ don’t get you excited, here’s a challenge — GO to one! Seriously,
don’t miss out on an opportunity to see what Christian trainings are really like because somewhere inside you’ve decided that they must be boring, tedious or painful in some way. You are missing out,
and God needs you to stop missing out!



Take last month’s Friendship Evangelism training
sponsored by the D.C. Festival with Luis Palau. For
many of us, if the words ―evangelism training‖ don’t
scare us, nothing will. But it was amazing — a truly
inspiring, encouraging and uplifting day that left participants feeling equipped to go out and talk with
their friends about Jesus. It was an awesome day of
worshiping God, hanging out with old and new
friends, and learning how to share our faith in natural, authentic ways. What could be better than that?






Learned about
six types of
evangelists and
their Biblical
models, and then
took an assessment to discover
which type of
evangelist God
made us to be;
Explored natural
and authentic ways to build relationships and
start spiritual conversations;
Wrote our own faith story (testimony) and practiced sharing it with a total stranger (!); and
Learned and practiced the Bridge Method of
sharing the Gospel, which uses a simple drawing
to explain in less than five minutes why Jesus
died on the cross and how to receive eternal life.

We learned that evangelism doesn’t have to be a
scary thing and that God has equipped each of us to
be evangelists in our own natural way with the gifts
He has given us. How encouraging, empowering and
freeing to know that we don’t all have to be Billy
Graham to share our faith!

If as you are reading this, you are wishing you hadn’t missed it, it’s not too late! Join the Council for a
special Friendship Evangelism session at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 14 in the Hospitality Room or speak
to one of the following people to hear more: Ingrid
Dallaire, Laurie
Heinecke, Donica
Did you miss the DC Festival’s
Merhazion, Sanna
FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM TRAINING?
Solem, Erica Sprague, Jennifer TessJoin the Council for a Friendship Evangelism session at neer or Marta
7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 14 in the Hospitality Room.
Woodward.
Questions? Email jenniferclc@heartmindsoul.com.

December
Happenings

In seven short hours
we worshipped together, heard an awesome testimony from
actor Stephen Baldwin, spent great time
in fellowship over
lunch, and:
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INTRODUCING MONTHLY
YOUTH BRUNCHES!

Watch your favorite veggies come
to life right before your eyes!

VeggieTales Rockin’ Tour

Join us to
hang out
with old
friends
and make
new ones!

Two shows —
1 p.m. and 7 p.m.,
Thursday, July 28
at the
Patriot Center,
George Mason Univ.
www.bigidea.com/
events/live/default.htm

We’ll gather on the second Sunday of each month
in the summer starting July 10. Bring money for
brunch and meet in the Narthex at 11 a.m.!

Want to Know More about Godly Parenting?
Please email jenniferclc@heartmindsoul.com to begin receiving our weekly family ministry enewsletter. This newsletter provides opportunities to serve, resources to equip & encourage,
updates & reminders, and praise & prayer requests.
Please also visit Jennifer Tessneer’s office and the parent resources board outside her office
(first floor) for lots of free information and inspiration! Books, games, activities to equip you
as your children’s primary faith teacher. You are welcome to check out these resources!

Opportunities for
Families at CELC

summer but on a modified schedule. Come hungry!

Small groups are an excellent way for parents to
connect in Biblical community and grow in faith.
We encourage everyone to join a small group. For
Making Disciples Confirmation more information about adult small groups, please
Ministry is for children and teens contact Florence Heacock at 301-652-5160, ext. 3.
ages 12 and up and adults who are ready to take a
focused journey towards reaffirming their faith and
For more information or to volunteer in Family
recommitting their lives to Jesus Christ. Making Ministry, please call Jennifer Tessneer at 301-652Disciples meets weekly through the school year.
5160, ext. 5. Or you can speak to:
Pathfinders Sunday Morning Adventure for
Children & Teens is CELC’s Sunday school for
ages 3-18. Pathfinders meets from 10:15 a.m. to
11:15 a.m. every Sunday throughout the school year
in the second-floor education wing. Parents are welcome to accompany young children.
Senior High Youth meet from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
every Sunday in the second-floor youth room for
fun, friendship and Bible Study. We meet in the

Lisa Bente, Family Ministry council rep
Laurie Heinecke, Pathfinders teacher
Jonathan Hoang, youth
Jaymes & Jeremy Lunsford, youth
Daniel & Jack Smith, youth
Erica Sprague, youth leader
Jennifer Tessneer, family & community minister
George Wenchel, Family Ministry council rep
Mark Woodward, Pathfinders teacher
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