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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

January 2014

Christian Faith — Future —
Appreciation
by The Rev. Dr. Tony Carpenter
Dear Friends,
As the New Year approaches, many seem to be about the business of anticipating the future. With a year of intense interim ministry
preparation behind us, our thoughts now turn to who are we as a congregation and where we are headed.
For the Christian believer the future requires faith—faith that
with God’s help, we will endure and God will guide us as surely as God
guided the Hebrew slaves through the desert.
Moreover, as with those who wandered
through the desert, God’s faithfulness is not
the question in the coming New Year of
2014—we are. How will we welcome the New
Year? Will we take the time to unite and discover God’s new mission for our congregation
as we prepare to relocate and move into the
future? The year 2014 will bring us closer to
the construction of a new worship center but it
will also lead us into a vital conversation of the identity and future direction of our congregation.
(continued on page 2)
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Many thanks the leadership and those who
have participated in all
of our small group
ministries: Challenging
Lifestyles, Thrive,
Prayer life Ministry,
Martha Circle, Rachel
Circle, Guiding Star
Ministries, Development Steering Committee and a special
thanks to our Church
Council.
My deepest appreciation to Bobby, for his
endless hours as Office
Administrator. His generous contribution of time and
talents has been no small accomplishment. He literally has been there to open and close the church when
needed as well as maintaining all of our administrative office functions. Many thanks to Richard, our
Minister of Music and IT Administrator, He meticulously plans and compiles our worship each Sunday.
Many thanks to Ji-Na, our Organist and Associate Director of Music for her musical leadership at the organ. Her music leads us as we sing songs of celebration and praise to God at worship. To both Richard
and Ji-Na I offer thanks for your leadership in worship. Together you both have led our music ministry
of worship and song.
Again, I am ever grateful to God for those who
have worked behind the scenes like Karu. He tirelessly works to maintain our booking keeping chores
and financial responsibilities. Angelica works daily to
maintain our custodial needs and to open and close
the church after we have gone. Thanks also to Adan.
He is always on call to maintain the grounds, and
make necessary repairs to our aging facilities. Each
has shown tireless effort and generosity in many unselfish ways as they have contributed to make this
wonderful ministry a reality. Finally, I am grateful to
my new friend and colleague, Pastor Karis Graham,
for making herself available to serve as pastor during
my two month leave of absence. Many thanks to you
for your remarkable ministry/support both here at
CELC and the numerous ways you touch the lives of
so many each day.
As your pastor, I rejoice daily and give thanks
to God for the many blessings I see in each of you. As

a congregation, God has blessed each of you with wonderful resources of talent and faithful commitment. As
the New Year unfolds, I ask that you continue to pray for
your Church, pray for the many ministries of this congregation and those who have responsibilities of leadership. Finally, I ask that you pray for a strong supportive
financial year, that CELC might continue to move forward with the work that God has given each of you as
members and worshippers of The Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church. I look forward to further serving you as
your Interim Pastor as we enter the new year of 2014. I
wish you and yours a very blessed New Year.
Pastor Tony Carpenter
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means
for small farmers to make enough money to
support themselves while using the premiums to
improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:

HOLY COMMUNION
INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice is white
and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like
more information about communion, contact Pastor
Tony by e-mail at pastortony@heartmindsoul.com

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY



pillow packets
(pre-ground) of Regular
(Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each
pillow packet makes one
pot (about 64 oz.) of
coffee ($2)



a variety of whole bean
and ground regular and
decaf coffees ($8 for 12oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg
and decaf)

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com).

Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please
contact Lisa Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).

Find us on facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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Understanding the story of one’s food, from farm to table and back to the
soil; the knowledge and ability to make informed choices that support
one’s health, community, and the environment.
How many milligrams of sodium does t his
PACKAGE cont ain 57, 4, 1365, or 105

How food literate are you? Answer this and 14 other questions to find out
at: http://www.foodday.org/food_literacy_quiz

Two Congregation Meetings Dates Set for January and February
Town Hall Meeting Information
Saturday, January 11, 2014 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Congregation Meeting
Sunday, February 2, 2014 from 10:15 a.m. to 11 a.m.
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DECEMBER
4 Mitch Miller
6 Paula Mathis
25 Marion E. Cole
27 Karu
30 Deborah Lambert
31 Dave Lambert
31 Elke Womack
31 Elke Womack

JANUARY
7
Caroline Derringer
12 Eleanor Black
19 Timothy Smith

FEBRUARY
4
Gertrude Haugen
7
Julia Miller
8
Larry Goolsby
13 Alireza Motameni
15 Gloria Tarfa
24 Nathan Sprenger
28 Georgine Sitaniapessy

If you have not submitted your
birthday for our records,
please do so — yellow slips
are available in the narthex.
“Half of the time, the Holy Ghost tries to warn us about certain people that come into our life. The other half of the
time he tries to tell us that the sick feeling we get in a situation is not the other person’s fault, rather it is our own hangups. A life filled with bias, hatred, judgment, insecurity, fear,
delusion and self-righteousness can cloud the soul of anyone you meet. Our job is never to assume---instead to listen, communicate, ask questions then ask more, until we
know the true depth of someone’s spirit.”
― Shannon L. Alder
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU)
BETWEEN THE CELC CALL COMMITTEE
AND THE CELC CONGREGATION COUNCIL
The purpose of this MOU is to clarify the responsibilities for calling a permanent pastor
to CELC and the appointment of an interim pastor.
The CELC congregation is responsible for determining whether a full-time or part-time,
permanent pastor is to be called by the congregation. The CELC congregation has the authority to call a pastor by at least a two-thirds majority ballot vote of members present and voting
at a meeting legally called for that purpose. (C5.03, C9.01)
The CELC Congregation Council will inform the Call Committee of the financial time
table that supports the congregation’s determination to call a full-time pastor or a part-time
pastor.
The CELC Call Committee, with the advice and help of the Bishop of the Synod, recruits and selects a candidate to recommend to the CELC Council and subsequently to the
CELC congregation to be called as the pastor of this congregation. (C9.01)
The CELC Council is responsible for interim pastors. According to C9.06 of the CELC
constitution, at a time of pastoral vacancy, an interim pastor is appointed by the Bishop of the
Synod with the consent of the CELC Council. This appointment can be full-time or part-time
for a period of time stated in a covenant signed by the Bishop of the Synod, President of the
Council, and the Interim Pastor.
George Wenchel, President of the CELC Congregation Council

Jerry Black, Chairman of the CELC Call Committee
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F o o d S a f e t y S h o p p i n g L is t

D o y o u h a v e th e s e ite m s o n h a n d a t h o m e ?
If n o t, p ic k th e m u p a t y o u r g ro c e ry s to re .

Enjoy Gourmet Cheese Spreads in
the Narthex
Picnic Gourmet Spreads is a small batch cheese
spread business using all natural ingredients. Please welcome Chef Brady Marz as one
our new renters of the GGT Luther Hall Kitchen
and thank him for supplying Greet & Treat samples for the first two weeks of December. For
more information, see
http://www.picnicspreads.com

U n s c e n te d liq u id b le a c h o r s a n itiz in g s p ra y
C le a n s p o n g e s
C le a n to w e ls
P a p e r to w e ls
D is h s o a p
H and soap
B ru s h fo r c le a n in g fru its a n d v e g e ta b le s

T w o c le a n c u ttin g b o a rd s

Epiphany of Our Lord

(o n e fo r m e a t/p o u ltry & o n e fo r fru its /v e g e ta b le s )
L a rg e rim m e d b a k in g s h e e t
(to p u t u n d e r tu rk e y in frid g e )

Epiphany means "manifestation." On
this day we celebrate the revelation of
Christ to the Gentiles—that is, to all nations. Some Christian traditions celebrate three great epiphanies on this day:
the magi's adoration of the Christ child,
Jesus' baptism in the Jordan River,
and his first miracle, in which he
changes water into wine. The word and
sacraments are for us the great epiphany
of God's grace and mercy. We go forth
to witness to the light that shines
brightly in our midst.

A c c u ra te fo o d th e rm o m e te r
A lu m in u m fo il to te n t re s tin g tu rk e y

T w o A p p lia n c e th e rm o m e te rs
(o n e fo r frid g e & o n e fo r fre e z e r)
K itc h e n tim e r
S h a llo w c o n ta in e rs w ith lid s fo r le fto v e rs
F o o d la b e ls fo r le fto v e rs
P la s tic w ra p a n d fo o d s to ra g e b a g s

H o l i d a y F o o d S a f e t y. o r g
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January, 2014

THRIVE
Women’s Bible Study at Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Thrive, Woman's Bible St udy will cont inue wit h our journey
t hrough t he Books of t he Bible - God's Word for all of us.
Our next get -t oget her, will be January 18, st art ing at
9:00 AM at Sanna's home. This mont h we will be st udying
t he Books of Jeremiah and Lament at ions. We are combining t he t wo as Jeremiah is widely considered t o be t he aut hor of Lament at ions. The Jewish people in Babylonian exile were lament ing t he dest ruct ion of Jerusalem in about
586 BC.

FAITH FORMATION
FOR CHILDREN
Age 3 – Elementary School Age

CELC’s Sunday School
takes place
every Sunday
at 10:15 am

Our February dat es are on t he 1st and 15t h. If you would
like t o come t o see what we are all about , please call me
on 301-571-0050, sannalsolem@gmail.com or t alk t o me
at church.
Sanna Solem

CHOIR SEASON WILL BE
BACK “IN FULL SING”
THURSDAYS, at 8 PM
Starting Thursday, January 16th
If you are interested in singing with our choir,
whether to sing on Sunday for our 11:15 am
Traditional service, or to sing in our upcoming
Christmas concert, please come out to
rehearsals, which will take place at 8 pm every
Thursday evening.
8

Thankoffering
"We appreciate the generosity of the congregation
members who participated in our Thankoffering collection in November. We raised $1731 that has been
sent to ELCW headquarters (Lutheran Church Women)
to support many worthy causes around the
world. Thank you for your support."

Christ Lutheran Church’s Christmas Concert on December 22
raised $632 from the Love Offering for the mission of
Mi Refugio. THANK YOU to all who
donate toward this worthy cause.
9

CELC Prayer Ministry
During January, we will not hold the Taizé service but
instead urge you to attend the Via de Cristo Community
gathering (Ultreya) as our guest on Saturday evening
November 9 6:30-8:00 pm. See the Via de Cristo article elsewhere

http://www.rainbow-vdc.com for more information. If you are interested in attending a 3day spiritual retreat weekend, either this Fall or next Spring, talk to Dee and Dave Lambert for more information.
in this newsletter or

The CELC Prayer Ministry continues to study and pray about the ability of CELC members to have opportunities for prayer and similar worship activities. As many of you know, this group has sponsored and organized
the monthly Taizé services at the church for the last several years. As with many activities at CELC, we continue to evaluate our opportunities in terms of the purpose they serve, how many members and church friends
take advantage of them, and what needs they are meeting. This fall will be a time of reassessing these opportunities and exploring alternatives that could deepen our experience of prayer or can minister to and serve the
congregation in other ways.
We need your ideas, support, and prayers as we continue this process in concert with the other church
dialogues that Pastor Tony is leading. Together and with God's guidance and help, we will keep working
to make the CELC community one that is strong and vibrant, that serves the needs of its members and
community, and that offers a meaningful worship experience to all. Please contact Larry Goolsby and Dave
Lambert with your thoughts about the CELC Prayer Ministry.

Have you ever had a big party
and had lots of leftovers?
Well, there’s a place that can really use your help. It’s
the Montgomery County Men’s Emergency Shelter. It is
a year-round, 24/7 emergency shelter for men
experiencing homelessness in our community.
The shelter at 600 E. Gude Drive in Rockville is run by
the Montgomery County Coalition for the Homeless.
Services and amenities include showers, bunks, meals,
case management, medical care, and job training and
vocational counseling services. They gladly accept food
donations. See www.mcch.net for more information.
By the way, leftover food from our recent CELC
Community Fall Festival didn’t go to waste. Dee and
Dave Lambert took them to this Men’s Shelter.

Did you know that a person earning minimum wage would need to work 4 full-time jobs
to afford the average 2 bedroom apartment in Montgomery County?
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CELC
Community
Breakfasts
Dates:

January 26th
February 16th
March
16th

Time: 10:15-11:15 a.m.
Contact person: Bobby Larsen
bobby@heartmindsoul.com

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —
January 26th, February 16th, & March 16th 2014
10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together. This is also an
opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions regarding
the future of CELC. If you would like to bring a food item to share,
Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@heartmindsoul.com)
or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.heartmindsoul.com
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Looking for Some Packrats
Church History
Compulsive hoarding is a pattern of
behavior that is characterized by the
excessive acquisition of and inability
or unwillingness to discard large quantities of objects. On the surface, this
sounds bad but in our case we need
your help. We have been sifting
through church office filing cabinets
and storage boxes in search of important historical documents. We have
found Membership Directories from
1987, 1995, 1997, 2005 and 2012. If you have a copy from other
years, we would love to borrow and copy them. Your originals will be
returned. If you have materials to share or have any questions, see
Richard Czypinski or Dave Lambert.

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP
The Martin Luther Beer & Marching Society (MLB&MS) gathers
monthly to enjoy the beauty of fine beers. Come join us for burgers, beer, and fellowship for excellent craft beers at such places as
Growler's Brew Pub, Gorden Biersch Brewery, Dogfish Head Alehouse and Rock Bottom Brewery. Bring a friend, and please let Herr Biermeister Doug
Hackett (301-299-5203) know that you are coming so he can set aside enough tables. MLB&MS' name honors Martin Luther who was known to enjoy beer and had
the good sense to marry Katharina von Bora, a former nun who was an accomplished
beer brewer. This fellowship group is sponsored by Emmanuel Lutheran and welcomes all men of legal drinking age from CELC to attend their gatherings.
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CARD MINISTRY
CELC is starting a new "Card Ministry". Call it "old
school" but people really like to receive something in
the mail besides bills and ads. Send "Get Well" cards to
those in the hospital or recovering at home or an appropriate card to others on the prayer list. Send "Thinking
of You" cards to home-bound members or those in retirement communities who don't get to church often. Send "Thank You" cards to the pastor, staff, council members and those leading church ministries. Send "Thank You for Serving Our Country" cards to those in the military.
Scrapbooking or writing skills would be helpful but not required. While the cards can be written outside
of our time together at church, sometimes it is helpful to share techniques and tips. If you are interested in joining us occasionally for a time of fellowship and sharing while making and writing greeting
cards, contact Dee Lambert on 301-983-5034.
Several people have already expressed interest! When a visitor turns in a Visitor Form complete with
mailing address, the Card Ministry sends a welcome card in addition to the standard welcome letter
from Pastor Tony. If you know of someone who would appreciate a little encouragement, there is no
reason to pay several dollars for a card from the store! Pre-made cards from our church are available for
your use; just let us know and the Card Ministry will give you some cards to write.

Prayer Corner
Our prayer list…
The Czypinski Family, Pamela Findley, Ariane Hafizi, Edith Schneider; Fred Staine; Kelly Kolepp; Dave Lambert; Jonathan Nofziger,
Marga Armstrong & Family of Barbara Wallesz; Darlene Grander’s
son; Evin Biel; Terry Seaks & Family of Jane Seaks; Family of Richard (Ricky) Houck, Jr.; Tony Fernandez; Gerald A. Calabrese; The
Lemley family; Ethan Dschaak, nephew of Sanna Solem; Steve Perkins and family; Tom Parrott, husband of Suzanne Parrott; Marie
Easton Williamson; Andrew and Ruth Dambowy; Elke MeldauWomack; Dr. Lindi Wu; Marie-Laure; Oscar Line; Megan Condon;
The young men of Nick's Place; The ministry of the Mi Refugio in
Guatemala; The children at The Children's Inn at NIH and their
families and caregivers.
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Join Us For Challenging Lifestyles Each Sunday
By Larry Goolsby
The Challenging Lifestyles group begins a new calendar year in January. Like most
of you, we will start 2014 with New Year’s resolutions fresh in our minds and full of
determination to do better on things we have neglected, or to stop things we haven’t
been able to put aside, or to make other kinds of changes in our lives.
In our Sunday morning conversations, we often touch on the issue of temptations and
distractions that pull us away from the Christian lifestyle we want and try to lead. While
resolving to do better, we should remember the wise counsel that the book of James
offers on this subject. James reminds us of the true source of temptation and where we
must look for help:

Trials and Temptations
2

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that
the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature
and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt,
because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not
expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.
9

Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the rich should take pride
in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and
withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even
while they go about their business.
12

Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the
crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.
13

When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he
tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed.
15
Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.
16

Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth
through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits of all he created.
An important part of our time together each week is to read the week’s Bible selections from the CELC Lectionary (available at
http://www.elca.org/en/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Worship/Lectionary/YearA). Our recent readings haven’t included
too much material from James, but his short book of just five chapters is one of our long-time favorites. Verses in other parts of the
Bible, or just subjects that come in discussion, will often remind us of a passage in James. As my commentary Bible puts it so well,
James “could be considered a how-to book on Christian living.” He writes with an “energetic style” and with “crisp, well-chosen
words.” James focuses on the common dilemma we all know well – that Christians have “all the right answers, [but] contradict the
gospel with their lives.”
James’ attention to the challenges of daily living, and to the answers found in God’s plan for us, fits right in with the character of
our weekly meetings. His practical advice helps us to carry out another instruction from the Bible found in 1 Thessalonians 5:11,
“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up.” We invite you to be a part of our discussions and help us to do exactly
that each week.
Please remember our meeting time of 10:15 each Sunday and plan to join us. If we have other events at 10:15 such as congregational meetings and the monthly Connection Breakfasts, we still meet for a shortened session immediately afterward for all who
can stay. We meet in the Upper Room (top floor of the Educational Wing) and invite you and your family and friends to be with
us. Please contact Florence Heacock, flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or Larry Goolsby, goolsbycl@comcast.net, with any questions.
14
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Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic
Sunday morning experience for those
wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing,
and supportive fellowship. Sundays,
10:15 am in The Upper Room. Contact Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479; or
goolsbycl@comcast.net)
“THRIVE” for women
seeking in-depth Bible study, fellowship,
fun, outreach
ministries meets
September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each
month. Breakfast included. Contact
Sanna Solem
(sannalsolem@gmail.com;
301-571-0050)

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship.
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer
Services and prayer study. Contact
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study and
fellowship based on material provided by the Women of the ELCA,
meets at 10:00 am on the third
Tuesday of each month. Contact
Wilma Christ, 301-530-5023, for
details.
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based
on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact Alice Daniel
(301-949-4688)

“Men’s Master Builders”
A few years ago,
CELC had a growing
and active men’s
small group/bible
study.
Several men
of CELC have lost
their men’s small
group – are there a
few guys out there
who are interested
in facilitating/
participating in a
“men’s small group”? If so, please
talk with Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email
mensministry@heartmindsoul.com,
and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

Reasons to Join a
Small Group:
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You will understand the
Bible better in a small group.
You will begin to really feel
like part of God’s family.
Prayer will become more
meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle
times of crisis, change, and
stress better.
You will have a natural way
to share Christ with friends,
relatives, and work
associates.
You will develop leadership
skills you never knew you
had!
You will deepen your understanding of worship.
You will have fellowship,
laughter, and fun.

Life—Love—Listening
Community—Friendship
During CELC's 2013 Small Group and
Christian education year, many opportunities are offered for you to belong and experience community,
friendship, learning and growing in
the bible, life, listening and being listened to, caring and support of self
and each other--- friendship? Community.
The Bible says that friendship—
community—is one of the richest experiences you can have in life. It
makes your heart bigger, keeps you
steady in a storm, ends your aloneness, is a key to personal transformation. God wired us up to know and be
known, to love and be loved, to serve
and be served, to celebrate and be
celebrated.
Community – friendship--building is
not easy. Very seldom can you just
get plunked into a premade group
and immediately experience community and friendship. There has to be
an internal want to factor that is
strong enough to be able to push you
through the false starts and stops
that are going to happen as you build
community.

experience and grow in authentic,
trusting, valuable, loving, caring,
fun, long-lasting friendships and
community – with the love of
God. WE look forward to seeing
you at any small group, Christian
education, prayer, outreach
opportunity or forum, Taize Prayer
Service, monthly Movie Night or
Sunday Connection Breakfast.

ing toward you with love all the
time. I will be there for you all the
time.” When you open your heart up
to the love of God through Christ,
that love becomes the bedrock foundation out of which you move in
your human relationships—
friendship, community.
Remember – God is for us! In CELC’s
small groups, Christian education
opportunities and forums, there are
many opportunities for you to

Community building and friendships
usually start out with superficial conversation; and through it, trust and
authenticity has to be built to grow
into community and friendship. Most
of us get tired of surface relationships
and wish we could move on, but then
we ask “how”?
God says, “I have love of another
kind. I have a lavish, uncontaminated,
focused affection for you. I am thinking about you all the time. I am mov17

If there is not a small group or
faith opportunity that meets your
needs or desires, please contact
Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net,
or Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

CELC Development and Mission Update
On November 17, 2013 a quorum of 49 congregation members met to vote on next steps for the development project and CELC’s mission identity.
The full Schematic Design (SD) for the project was reviewed at a town hall meeting on November 2 nd. The
office of Michael T. Foster and Associates (MTFA) and members of the Development Steering Committee
(DSC) made the presentation. A draft motion for future congregation vote was shared.
Before the motion and vote was taken, President George Wenchel reviewed a related meeting he and Pastor
Tony had with the synod leadership on Nov 6th. The synod is excited about our project. They also wanted to
find out more about the sustainability of the congregation financially after the project has been built. A proforma was provided to the synod showing how long-term financial health would be achieved. This pro-forma
will become more accurate as construction, anchor tenant discussions and occupancy proceed.
The motion first shared at the town hall was then forward to the Congregation for vote on Nov 17 th.
MOTION - a motion was made and seconded as follows:
“Approve the design and building of re-zoned approved, approximately 64K GSF above/below grade Church
and Community Center Building (CCCB) with proceeds primarily from the Purchase and Sale Agreement (PSA)
and contingent upon confirmation or adjustments to the size and scope at a Mar/Apr 2014 congregational
meeting and vote based on Design Development (DD), with updated costs, financing, income estimates, cash
flow projections, and functional design specifications.”
The motion was approved - 42 yeas, 5 nays, 2 abstentions.
Don Cuming reported that on November 9th a group of 6
members visited two churches in Northern Virginia that had
been designed by MTFA that have spaces similar to what is
proposed for our new facility. The first church, Falls Church
Episcopal, has a circular sanctuary. It was noted that this layout
allows more people to be closer to the front of the church than
our current rectangular arrangement. The sanctuary also uses
cushioned chairs similar to what is proposed for our new
sanctuary. It was agreed that these were very comfortable.
Attendees had an opportunity to have discussions on the
acoustics of the space. The second church, a St Charles
Borromeo Catholic Church in Arlington had a multi-purpose
space similar to our proposed Luther Hall. The space had a
composite seamless cushioned floor covering which is the
current trend in athletic floor surfaces. It also contributes to
isolating sound from spaces below.
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Work continues by the DSC and Council to prepare for Design Development and vote by the Congregation on
facility size and scope in Mar/April 2014,
Pastor Tony reported on the November 3rd workshop intended to help clarify our identity as a congregation.
The conversation was strong and vibrant, but attendance was slow. We will hold further workshops in December and beyond. The next workshop will be on a Saturday morning with breakfast. Several dates will be
proposed. Pastor Tony stressed how very important it is to have this conversation. It will help to strengthen
the congregation as we move through the development and beyond. We have strong assets and commitments in the congregation – need to strengthen these as we move forward.

Submitted by Development Steering Committee (DSC): Ray Albright, Pastor Tony Carpenter,
Don Cuming, Frank Goodyear, Barry Lemley, Mark Miller, Andy Masetti and Tim Smith

19

Foundation of Prayer—Simple Prayers
(from allaboutprayer.org)
Your simple prayers
can be like the ones
above. You can n talk
to God anytime during
the day. You can talk
to Him in the shower,
lying in bed, kneeling,
or lying on the floor.
He doesn’t care how
you talk to Him, only
that you do.

Simple prayers come in many different forms.
Some people have the misconception that in
order for a prayer to be effective, it needs to be
eloquently worded and spoken with clarity. Not
so! God hears the simple prayers of little children and the eloquent prayers of the elderly.
Here are some ideas of simple prayers. The
most important one for a non-Christian is
“Jesus, I am a sinner. I know you came to earth,
died on the cross, were buried, and rose again
so I can have eternal life in heaven with You. I
accept You as my Lord and Savior. Please forgive
me of my sins. Amen.”

Our relationship with God is a two way-street. We
pray, while He listens. He answers and we listen.
Learning to listen for His voice requires stillness on
our part, even though our words may be simple
prayers. Sometimes, we have to break away from all
the demands of this world to find a quiet place to
converse with Him. Keep talking, because He’s
listening.

Florence Heacock
Small Groups Minister

A simple prayer for
loved ones is “Father
God, someone I love is
hurting today. Please
visit them. Touch them
and make them whole
again. In Jesus Name,
amen.”
Another idea for a simple prayer for thankfulness could be “God, thank You for the blessings
in my life. I know all good things come from You.
I love You God. Amen.”
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The church of the
first century was incredibly dynamic and
flexible. Communities of Jesus followers met together in
their homes, learning and growing together by meeting one another’s needs. That
early life of the Fellowship of Believers is described in Acts 2:41-47.
Over the years and through the centuries,
Christians have continued to find that the best
way to experience true Christian fellowship is
in a small group.
It’s a place where you can come to give and
receive ideas, help, and encouragement. It’s a
place where you're part of a group that's seeking to grow in their faith just as you are; a
group that will be with you through your struggles and rejoice with you in your triumphs. It's
a place where you usually gain lifelong friends!
Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or you're a seasoned Christian, you'll be
challenged and moved by participating in a
small group.

Founded by Kari Engen in 1987, Mi Refugio ministers to the needs of "at risk" children living in
and around the Guatemala City garbage dump and
in the villages surrounding San Pedro, Sacatepéquez. It is a non-denominational Christian
ministry which shares the love of Jesus by providing free education (pre-school through high
school), food, clothing and medical assistance to
these children. Their mission statement is
"....because every child needs a safe place to be
taught, to be fed and to be loved."
For more information about Mi Refugio,
see http://www.mirefugio.org
or if you have a Facebook account, "like" them at
https://www.facebook.com/pages/MiRefugio/137191752971439
Pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters and an occasion
half dollar or dollar coin all add up. Last year, an
average of $8.81 per week was donated through
the Noisy Collection. Lisa Bente, a CELC member, volunteers to collect and count the Noisy Collection and deposits it to the bank so that our business manager, Karu, can send a check to Mi Refugio.
- By Dave Lambert
Mi Refugio is a non denominational,
Christian ministry which shares the love of
Jesus by providing free education
(pre-school through high school), food,
clothing and medical assistance to these
children.

Guiding Star
Child Development Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center provides exceptional child development services in a safe, nurturing Christian environment. Our philosophy:
Safety is essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.
We offer child care at two locations in
Bethesda:




Where does the "Noisy
Collection" go?

7009 Wilson Lane
8011 Old Georgetown Rd
For information: 301-229-3004.
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You can help provide mercy and love to families in the Philippines affected by Super Typhoon Haiyan!

DONATE NOW

ONLINE HERE , or by telephone at 1-800-597-5972, or mail a check to: Lutheran
World Relief, PO Box 17061, Baltimore, MD 21297-1061

Just before dawn last Friday, Super Typhoon Haiyan roared onshore with wind gusts up to 235 mph,
waves up to 45 feet in some areas, and nearly 16 inches of rainfall.
The death toll is mounting. It is currently estimated that this storm, the most powerful cyclone of the
past three decades, has killed nearly 10,000 people.

REUTERS/Erik De Castro, courtesy trust.org

If you have already donated, thank you for your support! Please continue to pray for those who have lost loved
ones, for those who are injured, and for those who have been displaced by this terrible storm. Please also pray for
LWR’s staff who are responding and serving those in need.
LWR has more than 25 years of experience in the Philippines, and we have mobilized our staff and resources
on the ground to provide life-saving support. This includes:





Shelter: LWR will provide shelter repair kits to at least 100,000 families.
Cash programs: LWR will employ at least 20,000 people in three municipalities of Northern Cebu in short-term work
assignments removing debris from public spaces, helping to get cash into the hands of those who need it.
Quilts and Kits: LWR is shipping Personal Care Kits, Baby Care Kits, School Kits and Quilts, which will be distributed to more than 26,000 families.
Please give generously today. For this immediate response, we are seeking $2.5 million in support. Your
support will help provide urgently needed care and aid to surviving children, women and men.
With gratitude,

Jeff Whisenant
Interim President and CEO
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Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com

Pastor Tony Carpenter
Interim Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Karis Graham
Interim Pastor

Regular Schedule
9:15 am

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator
Ji-Na Kim
Associate Director of Music

11:15 am

Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
Ages 3 thru Elementary School age
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

W. Karunaratne
Finance Administrator
Church Council
George Wenchel, President
Nathan Sprenger, Vice President
Tim Smith, Secretary
Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer
Frank Goodyear
Cynthia Willkomm
Eleanor Black
Farshad Bahari
Sanna Solem
Alice Daniel
Larry Goolsby
Lisa Rickard
Church Council meets every
3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm
Church members are welcome to attend

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Friday, January 24th.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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