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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

JANUARY 2013

Meaning of Christmas

An article written by Martha Noebel
It's that time of year again. December has come and with it all the joys of
Christmas. But what is the real meaning of Christmas? Is it the gifts under
the tree, the lights in the windows, the cards in the mail, turkey dinners
with family and friends, snow in the yard, stockings hanging in the living
room, and shouts of "Merry Christmas" to those who pass us in the streets?
Is this really Christmas?
For many people, Christmas is a time of sorrow. They don't have the extra
money to buy presents for their children, family, and friends. Many are saddened at Christmastime when they think of their loved ones who will not be
able to come home for various reasons. Turkey dinners may be only a wish
and not a reality for some. Yet, Christmas can be a season of great joy. It is
a time of God showing His great love for us. It can be a time of healing and
renewed strength. You see, Christmas is when we celebrate the birth of the
Christ child. God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to be born. His birth
brought great joy to the world. Shepherds, wise men, and angels all shared
in the excitement of knowing about this great event. They knew this was no
ordinary baby. The prophets had told of His
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Meaning of Christmas
coming hundreds of years before. The star stopped over
Bethlehem just to mark the way for those who were
looking for this special child.

"So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David.
He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn,
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in
a manger, because there was no room for them in
the inn. And there were shepherds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not
be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. Today in the town of David
a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." Suddenly
a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God and
saying, "Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace to men
on whom his favor rests." When the
angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let's go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told
us about." So they hurried off and
found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger.
When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child,
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these
things and pondered them in her heart."
Luke 2: 4-19

Why did He come? Why did God send His son to this
sometimes cruel and hard world? He sent Jesus to us
so that one day, He would grow up to become a very
important part of history. His story (history) is one of
truth, love, and hope. It brought salvation to all of us.
Without Jesus, we would all die in our sins. Jesus was
born so one day the price could be paid for the things
we have done that are wrong. The Bible says that all
have sinned. We are all born with a sin nature. We do
things that do not please God. Through the sins of
Adam and Eve, we have all inherited that sin nature.
We need to have that removed. The only way is
through Jesus. Jesus came so He could die on the cross
for ALL of our sins. If we believe that Jesus died for our
sins, we can ask Him to come into our hearts and forgive us. Then, we are clean and made whole. We can
know that heaven is a place where we can go to when
this life is over.
"But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just
to forgive us and to cleanse us from
every wrong." I John 1:9
We can truly be happy at Christmas!
No matter what may be happening,
we can know that we are His children.
We then become sons and daughters
of God. Heaven will be our home one
day. Look at Christmas in a new way
this year. This is the year to invite Jesus into your heart. You will then
have a "Merry Christmas." The joy and peace you will
receive will last all year as you look to God for all your
needs to be met.

Jesus Is The Reason For The Season! Rejoice!
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means
for small farmers to make enough money to support themselves while using the premiums to improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the
grape juice is white and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like more information about communion, contact Pastor Jon.
(pastrojon@heartmindsoul.com

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY



pillow packets
(pre-ground) of Regular
(Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each
pillow packet makes one
pot (about 64 oz) of
coffee ($2)



a variety of whole bean
and ground regular and
decaf coffees ($8 for 12oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg
and decaf)

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com).

Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please contact Lisa
Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).

Find us on facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda
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NEW PASTOR COMING IN JANUARY, 2013!
Biography for the Reverend Anthony H. Carpenter, D.Min
Tony has a Bachelor of Science in Biology from Shaw University, an ordained minister
of the United Church of Christ (UCC) for 42 years; received both his Master and Doctoral degrees from Howard University School of Religion with additional studies at
Drew University, New York Theological Seminary and the Navy War College. In addition to serving as a local pastor he has also served in administrative positions as Associate Regional Minister of the Christian Church Disciples of Christ, National Staff of
the United Church of Christ, Director of the Religious Program of The Milton Hershey
School, and Senior Advisor at The Center for Congregations of Indianapolis, IN.
His diverse ministerial career has led him to serve in a variety of pastoral positions;
as both full-time and interim pastor within the United Church of Christ, Christian
Churches (Disciples of Christ) and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. His love
for ministry in the sea services inspired him to join the United States Navy, where he
served both as an active and reserve Chaplain, and retiring in 2005 at the rank of
Captain, completing 27 years of military service.
After leaving St John’s UCC of Troy, Ohio in 2008, he retired from full-time pastoral ministry. In addition to specialized
Intentional Interim Ministry studies with the Interim Ministry Network, he has extensive training in Church Development, conflict management and conflict mediation. Most recently, Tony completed 34 months of interim ministry with
the Lutheran Church of the Covenant, located in Dale City, Virginia following the retirement of their long term pastor.
Pastor Tony is married to the former Joanne C. Bryant of Baltimore and live in Edgewater, Maryland where they enjoy
being available to their three grandsons and niece. In their leisure, they find pleasure exploring the Chesapeake and
traveling the open roads as RV vacationers.
We are very grateful for Pastor Karis Graham, who's full title is actually The Reverend Dr. Karis Graham. Pastor Graham
has been with us during the months of November and December 2012, including the holidays.

CULINARY ARTS UPDATE
The first "Festival of Cooking at the Church" was held in support of the
Community Festival in September 2012. In December, CELC held its
yearly Christmas Choir Concert which is also classified as a public
event. Again we followed the food safety laws of the State of Maryland
and the rules and regulations of Montgomery County with regards to a
licensed food service facility.
The National Restaurant Association ServSafe® class continues to be taught monthly at CELC in Luther Hall.
Successfully passing this national-level food safety course will allow a student to then obtain a Montgomery
County Certified Food Service Manager card. This card is a prerequisite to renting our Luther Hall licensed
kitchen.
Contact Dave Lambert (Chef Da-Vid) for more information regarding the Festival of Cooking group or the
ServSafe® course. If you know anybody who needs occasional use of a licensed kitchen, have them call
Bobby in the church office or contact Chef Da-Vid.
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Join Us For Challenging Lifestyles Each Sunday
By Larry Goolsby
Our Challenging Lifestyles Bible study and discussion group, which meets Sundays between the services, often tackles the difficult moral and theological challenges that are such a large part of everyday life. On December 16, we grappled
with a dilemma that was far beyond “everyday” – the nearly incomprehensible
massacre of the school children and others in Connecticut, coming as it did in the
middle of one of Christianity’s greatest seasons of celebration. That Sunday was
made even more poignant by the beautiful music we heard that evening, presented by the church’s Chorale and guest musicians. How do we make sense of
such an awful contradiction?
During our discussion, several in the group complimented our substitute pastor for the day, Pastor Peter Bastien. His
excellent message noted that in the season of Advent, we know the Lord is “at hand,” and that He brings his example
of loving us all. We are to love Him and others in return, even though as the Connecticut tragedy and so many others
around the world show, we often fail in the most terrible ways. Pastor Bastien joined our group for a while and
added that we have to remember another of Jesus’ commands, that we take on each others’ burdens and come together in community to care for those who are suffering. This is a critical part of the healing that is so badly needed
after a tragedy like this.
One of the Rob Bell DVDs that our group has watched several times is entitled “Matthew.” In it, Bell tells the story of
a young friend who suddenly died and the grief and shock he felt. As the description of the DVD says, “Suffering the
loss of someone we love can be the most difficult thing in life to deal with. One moment we have them and the next
they're gone. What are we supposed to do? How are we supposed to feel?” As our group has discussed – and felt –
many times as we deal with both national and personal hurt, it is okay to feel shock, anger, denial, and the full range
of human emotions that well up within us. After all, “Jesus wept” too (John 11:35).
Talking together like this, and providing mutual support and understanding – along with our Bible readings, prayer,
and other activities together – are among the most important ways we show our love for each other and support the
mission of our church. We invite you to join us and become part of this meaningful Sunday morning time together.
We warmly welcome new members, visitors, family members and friends – all are encouraged to join us or just drop
by as you can. We hope you will accept our invitation; if you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Florence Heacock, flohea@heartmindsoul.com, or Larry Goolsby, goolsbycl@comcast.net.

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATE
Music Ministry at Christ Lutheran Church has always been a vital part
of our congregational worship life and outreach, and that will not
change going into the new year. The choir delivered an outstanding
Christmas Choral Concert on December 16th, 2012. I wanted to take
the opportunity to thank everyone who participated in the concert,
as well as the wonderful reception afterwards, which was headed up
by David (Chef Da-Vid) and Dee Lambert.
With the additional instrumentalists and singers, it was truly a magical evening. The choir will be once again growing in
the new year, as we even have one new singer joining us permanently after singing with us in the concert, and others
are expressing interest. We will resume rehearsals in on January 10th, 2013. If you are interested in singing, or playing
an instrument, with the choir or the contemporary service praise band, e-mail me at richard@heartmindsoul.com
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Yours in Christ, Richard Czypinski, Minister of Music

Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact Larry
Goolsby (301-946-6479;
lgoolsby@aphsa.org)
“THRIVE” for
women seeking indepth Bible study,
fellowship, fun,
outreach ministries meets September-July, 9:0010:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month. Breakfast included. Contact Sanna Solem
(sannalsolem@gmail.com; 301571-0050)
“Men’s Master
Builders” Stay
tuned for further
information about a different
activity or service project we
can do soon.
Contact Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net)
“The Table Ministry”—21st Century table experience, around the
Table of Christ. Build genuine
friendships in and out of CELC,
grow spiritually on every day basis,
and respond to the needs of others. Three-session series, with
meal, in Host Homes. Contact:
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship. PrayerLife outreach includes Taizé
Prayer Services and prayer study.
Contact Florence Heacock (301-452
-2491), Larry Goolsby (301-9466479), or Dave Lambert (301-9835034)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:30 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Wilma Christ
(301-530-5023)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based
on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact Alice Daniel (301949-4688)
“Monday Night Group” - Stay
tuned for upcoming study.
For more information,
contact: Judy Hults or Florence
Heacock at
flohea@heartmindsoul.com
“Taizé Service” - in Sanctuary,
7:15 p.m. on the 3rd Monday of
each month, unless otherwise
noted.
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MEN’S MINISTRY
A few years ago, CELC had a
growing and active men’s small
group/bible study. Several men of
CELC have lost their men’s small
group – are there a few guys out
there who are interested in facilitating/participating in a “men’s small
group”? If so, please talk with
Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email
mensministry@heartmindsoul.com,
and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION – SMALL GROUP FORMATION
As we here at CELC begin the New Year of 2013, and continue as a
church in transition, I believe with my heart and knowledge of our
God and His Word, the Bible, and other theological writings that the
Bible and its knowledge – God’s Word - is vital for a faith community
at all times.
In addition to a faith community’s (church’s) good and valuable worship services and music, it is vital for a faith community to have
healthy and strong Christian education and small group Bible study
programs and opportunities. With this said, I want to set out for
you, as a part of CELC’s faith community, some of reasons and importance for each reader to belong to and participate in CELC
Christian education or small group Bible study.
“One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.” (Psalm 145:4) The power of
story in a world of chaos marked by rapid change creates within believers an ability to see and shape a better future.
Because we are the church, we are called to transmit the faith to all generations, to pass on the story.
It takes the whole congregation working together to develop a system for making disciples who are being grounded in
scripture and the practice of spiritual disciplines. A systemic approach will look different in each congregation, yet,
when we are truly connected with and through Christ, we are building relationships, learning, serving and sharing our
faith. Teaching, learning, and experiencing through lenses that help us focus on what it means to be making disciples is
our ministry of Christian education and formation.
The Christian life is a process of being transformed by God’s grace into the likeness of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. Christian
discipleship is at the heart of this lifelong process of transformation. There are a number of different small group
settings in which Christian education and formation occurs. Regardless of the setting, these groups share the same
common purpose mentioned above.
Let us look at “Ways and Means of Grace-filled Learning.”. Throughout these past 12 years as CELC’s Small Group
Minister for Christian education formation, I trained and held small group forums for our Small Group Leaders to learn
and obtain the knowledge and skills of discipleship, so CELC’s every class and small group should recognize that its
purpose is to support the formation of Christian faith and discipleship in its participants. This purpose sets the church
apart from other community organizations and activities. Discerning, deciding, defining and describing your
congregation's mission of Christian education are one of the most important tasks your leadership will ever accomplish.
Asking the questions below will help get you there and, hopefully, in 2013, consider belonging and participating in an
ongoing CELC Christian education or small group. CELC’s Volunteer Small Group Minister, Florence Heacock, and
CELC’s Christian Education and Small Group Administrative. Team (Sanna Solem, Larry Goolsby, Dave and Dee Lambert)
offer you the assistance you may need through a diverse selection of small groups or Christian education opportunities.





How do you proclaim the gospel: seeking, welcoming, and gathering all who will come into the body of Christ?
How do you lead persons to commit their lives to God through baptism and profession of faith in Jesus Christ?
How do you nurture persons into Christian living through the spiritual disciplines?
 How do you send persons into the world to live lovingly and justly as servants of Christ by healing the sick, feeding the hungry,
caring for the stranger, freeing the oppressed, and working to develop social structures that are consistent with the Gospel?

How are you continuing your mission of seeking, welcoming, and gathering persons into Christ-centered community?
I ask that you prayerfully consider these questions and your participation in one of CELC’s Prayer Life, small group, or
Christian education opportunities. For more information, please contact Florence Heacock
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com), Sanna Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com), Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net), or
Dave Lambert (301.983.5034).
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History of Small Groups
SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

Churches grow warmer through fellowship
Churches grow deeper through discipleship
Churches grow stronger through worship
Churches grow broader through ministry
Churches grow larger through evangelism.
All five dimensions were present in the church of Acts
and are still present in today’s small groups.
Later, small group movements sometimes accompanied periods of reform in the church. For example, in
1670 Philip Spener, who was a Lutheran pastor in
Frankfurt, Germany, organized what he called
“cottage prayer meetings.” These meetings were
similar to today’s small groups and were largely responsible for a major revival. Many forms of ministry
can have a valuable impact on the church—from
preaching to Pathfinders to social programs—and
each has its place in the church. Small groups are
more personal and facilitate stronger relationships,
but larger groups are more open to outsiders and
have more resources available to help those in need.
The church must have both.

People Connect
In the History of Small Group Ministry, Scott Severance
writes…..small group ministry is a major ministry model of the
New Testament. Jesus chose twelve disciples and spent one-onone, interactive time with them. After He returned to heaven,
the disciples established small groups of believers. The author
of Luke describes the early church this way:
[The believers] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. . .
All the believers were together and had everything in common.
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he
had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.
This is a wonderful example of the small group ideal. Because
Luke tells us that the believers ate together in homes, we know
that the size of the groups was not great. Each group enjoyed
community, prayer, and study. (At that time, the New Testament had not been written, so the groups studied the apostles’
teachings, many of which have since become part of the New
Testament. Today small groups should study the Bible.) Warren
asserts that there are “five dimensions of church growth”:
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If you would like to participate in a small group, facilitate or start a small group or prayer group, contact
Larry Goolsby (lgoolsby@aphsa.org) or Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

GROUPS THRIVE
Use groups for assimilation,
community, and discipleship,
and ministry.

PRAYER 101
Foundations for a Life of Prayer
As a church of
God, CELC’s
PrayerLife small
group would like
to increase the
prayer life for
all in CELC. In my prayer study research, I
came across prayer information written by
Debra at Common Ground… “a day in the life
– walking with God”. Her writing parallels my
teaching and thinking regarding prayer and
prayer Bible study.

God calls for His House, the church to be
a House of Prayer. That not only means the
building, but each of us individually is a
“house”, the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 3:16-17
16. Do you not know that you are a temple of God,
and [that] the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17. If
any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that
is what you are.
We are the temple (house) of the Holy Spirit.

“When I teach a Bible Study I teach from the
Bible. I will give you instances from my own
life and experience, but I want to give you
the foundation from the Word of God. I can
give you my opinion, but if your read it from
God’s Word, then it will be God’s opinion.

Luke 6:46-49
46. "And why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do
not do what I say? 47. "Everyone who comes to Me,
and hears My words, and acts upon them, I will
show you whom he is like: 48. he is like a man
building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon the rock; and when a flood rose, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake
it, because it had been well built. 49. "But the one
who has heard, and has not acted [accordingly], is
like a man who built a house upon the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it
and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that
house was great."

When asked to teach on prayer I was so
excited. I went home and got out all my
books on prayer. As I sought the Lord over
what and how to teach this He asked me a
question.”
“Who is teaching this class?”
I said, “You, Lord”.
He said, “Then put away your books and let
me tell you how to do it!”

We are to build our foundation upon the
Word of God, the Rock, so that it will be
strong, and in a time of
adversity, it will not fall.
The Word of God gives us a
foundation for our prayers. If
we believe God’s Word then
when adversity comes, we
can stand on the foundation
of God’s Word.

So what I am going to lay before you may
seem basic, but God wants us all to start with
the beginning. He wants to lay a foundation
of knowledge and information from the Word
of God, the Bible, that will prove what He is
saying.
Matthew 21:13

So God gives us a command. “Our house is
to be a house of prayer”. For our own bodies
and spirit, and then for our church. to be
continued...love, Debra”

And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall
be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it
a robbers' den."
Isaiah 56:7
Even those I will bring to My holy mountain, And
make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their
burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; For My house will be called a
house of prayer for all the peoples."
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For information to become involved or participate
in a prayer Bible study, please contact Florence
Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com), Sanna
Solem (sannalsolem@gmail.com), Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net), or Dave Lambert
(301.983.5034).

Young Adult Service Retreat
in January
Keep the Project Connect retreat for 18-30 year olds
on the radar. They are hosting a service learning vocation discernment retreat on Jan. 3-7, 2013 here in
D.C. Share with members and friends, and consider
hosting a meal for about 50 people to help keep event
costs low!
"We are in need of Friday lunch*, Saturday lunch*,
Saturday dinner, Sunday lunch and Sunday dinner,"
specifies the Rev. Amy Thompson Sevimli. (Drop
off sack lunches for meals with an asterisk.)
Reach her for details at asevimli@metrodcelca.org or
202-417-3678. More info at www.dcyoungadults.org/

Brian McLaren to Speak in
January Synod Event
Come hear Brian McLaren, nationally recognized
church innovator, in a special Together in Mission talk
on Sat., Jan. 12, 2013. Worship, lunch, presentations
and Q&A with our speaker will run from 10 a.m. until
2 p.m. at King of Kings Lutheran in Fairfax. Cost is
$45. Registration will begin online in early December.
Find info at http://www.metrodcelca.org/events/
together-in-mission/

Reasons to Join a Small Group:










You will understand the Bible better in a
small group.
You will begin to really feel like part of God’s
family.
Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle times of crisis,
change, and stress better.
You will have a natural way to share Christ
with friends, relatives, and work associates.
You will develop leadership skills you never
knew you had!
You will deepen your understanding of
worship.
You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun.

Thrive Women’s Bible Studies
January, 2013 brings a new year for the Women of
Thrive to gather together for Bible Studies at Christ
Lutheran. How wonderful an opportunity! We will
start the year with a continuation of studies of the
Books of the Bible. At each meeting a different book is
presented; and breakfast is prepared. It’s so much
easier to study on a satisfied tummy.
“The Pursuit of Happiness” is listed in our enduring
Declaration of Independence. This is one of the Three
Rights, in addition to Life and Liberty. And how
blessed we are to live in the United States of America
to be able to assemble in order to pursue the study of
The Bible and give voice to our beliefs. In addition to
asking God to Bless America, we need to remind ourselves to Bless God.
We generally meet at The Church and at other times in
Homes. And we also meet on the First and Third Saturdays at 9:00 and conclude at 10:30. Again these
dates can vary so it is best to contact me for specifics.
I can be reached on 301-571-0050
or by email sannalsolem@gmail.com
PLEASE JOIN US!

Taizé Prayer Services
Join us on the third Monday of each
month, 7:15-8:00 pm, in the Sanctuary
January 14th, February 18th & March 18th, 2013
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CELC Community
Connection
Breakfasts
Dates:

2013 - January 20
February 17
March 17

Time: 10:15-11:15 a.m.
Contact person: Florence Heacock
flohea@heartmindsoul.com

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —
Jan. 20th, Feb. 17th, & Mar. 17th, 2013
10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together. This is also an
opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions regarding
the future of CELC If you would like to bring a food item to share, please
contact Florence Heacock or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.heartmindsoul.com
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MOVIE
NIGHT
and
SPAGHETTI
DINNER
Saturday
January 19, 2013

5-7 p.m.

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Hospitality Room

8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814

www.heartmindsoul.com
Tele: 301-652-5160

Nick Moran plays John Newton, a
slave ship captain who undergoes a
spiritual transformation when two
of his human "cargo" rescue him
during a storm in this BritishNigerian biopic about the man who
wrote the hymn "Amazing Grace."
After falling in love with one of his
rescuers, Newton reassesses his life,
beginning a journey that will eventually lead him to God and his new
calling, that of an Anglican cleric.
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Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
SATURDAY
NIGHT MOVIE
& SPAGHETTI DINNER

at
Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Movie Dates, 5-7 p.m. on these Saturdays:
January 19th, 2013: “Amazing Grace”
February 16th, 2013: “TBA”
March 16th, 2013: “TBA”

The Lemley family; Laura North;
Paul Swanson; Ethan Dschaak,
nephew of Sanna Solem; Brent,
Jack and Casey Dschaak; Alicia
Owens; Steve Perkins and family
Tom Parrott, husband of Suzanne
Parrott; Marie Easton-Williamson;
Andrew and Ruth Dambowy; Elke
Meldau-Womack; Gene Saylor; Michael Foster; Dr. Lindi
Wu; Marie-Laure; Phoebe Clater; Deborah Lambert;
Anne Goeltz; Oscar Line; Danny Strunk; Megan Condon;
The young men of Nick's Place; Terry and Jane Seaks;
The ministry of the Mi Refugio in Guatemala; The children at The Children's Inn at NIH and their families and
caregivers; Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project in
Zambia; Linda, friend of Florence Heacock and Arlys,
sister of Florence Heacock and Carol Yvonne Lummus
Francis.

ELCA turning 25!
by MDC Synod Communications

The year of the ELCA’s 25th
anniversary begins Jan. 1,
2013, with the theme “Always
being made new.” What God
is doing through us at home
and around the world is worth
celebrating – and will be!
With a rich history, we move into the future knowing
Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new!”

Town Hall Meeting
Saturday January 12th 10 am—1 pm
Very important information about Budget
and Development

Annual Church Meeting
Sunday, January 27th 10:15 am
Between Services, in the Sanctuary.

Guiding Star
Child Development
Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center
provides exceptional child development
services in a safe, nurturing Christian
environment. Our philosophy: Safety is
essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.
We offer child care at two locations in
Bethesda:
7009 Wilson Lane
8011 Old Georgetown Rd
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Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
Pastor Tony Carpenter
New Interim Pastor

9:15 am

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

10:15 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator

10:20 am
11:15 am

Ji-Na Kim
Organist

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
(Ages 3 thru Elementary School age)
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Finance Administrator

Church Council
George Wenchel, President
Nathan Sprenger, Vice President
Tim Smith, Secretary
Alireza Motameni, Treasurer
Paula Mathis,
Barry McVicker
Suzanne Parrot
Frank Goodyear
Cynthia Willkomm
Eleanor Black
Farshad Bahari
Sanna Solem

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the December issue of The Connection are
due by 5:00 pm on Friday, January 25.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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