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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ and to transform all
people into fully devoted followers
of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind…. Love
your
neighbor
as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

DECEMBER
2012

"Tis the Season to Give"

An article written by Bobby Larsen

Giving is the essential part of being a Christian. Giving unto other people. Not
just giving in the time of need giving when people are not even thinking about
the need of help in front of them. Anyone can give in the time of need, but can
you give just for the sake of giving?
The Meaning of Give, from the dictionary: To bestow without receiving a return; to
confer without compensation; to impart, as a possession.
Our culture, unfortunately, misunderstands giving. We think of it, honestly, as
trading. I get you something, you get me something—and hopefully we spend
about the same amount of money so no one feels awkward.
Jesus and His family simply received their gifts without any concern for what
they would give back. The Magi, likewise, seemed unconcerned with reciprocity—it was enough to find and worship a King they'd seen declared in the night
sky years before.
In the same way, we can never give something equal in value to God's Christmas gift—Jesus; He is a gift we must humbly receive. Spend some time thinking about
God's generous gift of his Son. How can you be generous to others in the way God has been
generous to you? Just think… we give gifts and worry if we spent enough
money, and if our gifts be equal or better than what we received "… this
scenario.

(continued on page 2)
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"Tis the Season to Give"
God gave the ultimate gift of giving his Son for our sins.
How can we measure the act of giving when it comes from
God. Give selflessly upon the world, give; all you can give,
that doesn’t mean giving all your money and belongings
away, God only asks that we give all what we have to give.
Give Thanks with a grateful heart for all things. Are we
thankful for the life we have or the house we live in; are we
taking all we have for granted? Do we give love to our
family and friends, show them support and help? Giving is
not just to give a gift. Giving is helping out, volunteering,
and giving of your time, talents, and energy—yourself.
What part of your Time is used for giving? Giving is Time,
Time is Giving. Think about your daily activity--how much
of it is used for giving unto others. How much of a positive
difference are you making within your own world?
What kind of books, movies, and television are you watching?--are these programs giving you positive Christian beliefs that can help you grow and be more like Jesus, and in
turn learn to give and grow more in the image of Jesus?
The way we give is an indication of our love for God. All
things belong to God. Psalms 50:10 states “For all the animals of the forest are mine, and I own the cattle on a thousand hills”.
Everything we have received has come from God. God has
only loaned them to us. “A man can receive nothing unless it has
been given to him from above” John 3:27. We can never out–give
God.
“If you give, you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full measure, pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, and running over. Whatever measure you use in giving -- large or small -- it
will be used to measure what is given back to you” Luke 6:38. We
give so the Lord’s church can better carry out its mission
here on earth. We all must bring people to Christ, and the
needy must be given help.

give. How can our love for God be real unless it is expressed
in our obedience and our giving? Our giving is an expression
of love, and act of praise, and sacrifice to God.
We should never try to impress other people with our giving.
If we do we already have our reward. Giving needs to be a
private matter. We should not seek recognition for the things
we do. Jesus says, "Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds
before men, to be seen of them. Otherwise you have no reward from your
Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound
a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the
streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they
have their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may
be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you
openly." in Matthew 6:1-4. We should seek the approval of God
and not the glory of men.
Our giving should not only include material possessions, but
we must first give ourselves to God. "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service." Romans
12:1. If we will first give ourselves to the Lord, we will have no
problem in being generous in our giving. Our generous giving
is part of worshipping God "in spirit and in truth."
GIVING should be a central part of living, where you are giving, how you are giving, and how often are you giving. Please
give your time for God’s giving. The more you give, the more
you will receive from God.
Now you should carry this project through to completion just as enthusiastically as you began it. Give whatever you can according to what you
have. If you are really eager to give, it isn't important how much you are
able to give. God wants you to give what you have, not what you don't
have. Of course, I don't mean you should give so much that you suffer
from having too little. I only mean that there should be some equality.

Right now you have plenty and can help them. Then at some other
time they can share with you when you need it. In this way, everyone's needs will be met. Do you remember what the Scriptures say
Since we can't out-give God, we should at least be free in
about this? "Those who gathered a lot had nothing left over, and
our giving. "He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he those who gathered only a little had enough."
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as
2-Corinthians 8:11-15
he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for
God loves a cheerful giver." 2 Corinthians 9:6-7. We
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise.
should not give because we feel we have to give. Nor
Give thanks to him and bless his name. For the LORD is good.
should we resent that we need to give to please God. We
His unfailing love continues forever, and his faithfulness continues to
should be glad that we can give to the Lord.
each generation. Psalm 100:4-5
Because of everything God has given us, including His Son
to die for us, we should be anxious and excited to give back
to Him. "For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according
to what one has, and not according to what he does not have." 2 Corinthians 8:12. God expects us to give what we are able to
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means
for small farmers to make enough money to support themselves while using the premiums to improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
Two crystal chalices are used; the
grape juice is white and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like more information about communion, contact Pastor Jon.
(pastrojon@heartmindsoul.com

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY



pillow packets
(pre-ground) of Regular
(Mind Body Soul) and
Decaf (Columbian). Each
pillow packet makes one
pot (about 64 oz) of
coffee ($2)



a variety of whole bean
and ground regular and
decaf coffees ($8 for 12oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg
and decaf)

To learn more about this coffee, visit
www.equalexchange.com

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact
George Wenchel (george@wenchel.com).

Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for impoverished children in Guatemala. Please contact Lisa
Bente (carpedm28@verizon.net).

CULINARY ARTS
The National Restaurant
Association ServSafe®
class is being taught
monthly at CELC in Luther
Hall. Successfully passing this national-level food
safety course will allow a student to then obtain a
Montgomery County Certified Food Service Manager card. This card is a prerequisite to renting
our Luther Hall licensed kitchen.

Find us on facebook:
Christ Lutheran Church

Follow us on twitter:
@christbethesda

Contact Dave Lambert (Chef Da-Vid) for more
information regarding this valuable program.
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!! IMPORTANT NEWS FOR THE CONGREGATION
REGARDING OUR NEXT PASTOR !!
Our new Interim Pastor will be Pastor Anthony Carpenter (Pastor Tony). He is planning on starting on January 6th,
2013. More detailed information and a bio on Pastor Tony will be coming out to you soon. Pastor Tony has served as
pastor at a number of congregations, and is also a retired military chaplain. He now specializes in teaching Intentional
Interim Ministry assignments, and just last week he taught a class in this to 7 other ministers.
We are very grateful for Pastor Karis Graham, who's full title is actually The Reverend Dr. Karis Graham. Pastor Graham has been with us during the month of November, and has now agreed to serve with us throughout the remainder of
2012, including the holidays.

Tickets may also be purchased at the door
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF BETHESDA

presents

An Evening of
Christmas Musical Delight

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16TH, 2012
5:00 PM
FREE ADMISSION
Light Reception to Follow

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bethesda will present

"An Evening of Christmas Musical Delight"
featuring the Christ Lutheran Church Choir
Richard Czypinski, Minister of Music

Sunday, December 16, 2012
5:00 PM.
Choir selections feature accompanied and a cappella works, traditional spirituals, works in English,
Latin, and French, and compositions from Puerto Rico and Venezuela. The concert will include works
arranged or written by Keith Getty, Stuart Townend, Brian Buda, David Lantz III, Herb Frombach,
Sondra Tucker, Michael W. Smith, Jonas Myrin, Anna Laura Page, Jean Anne Shafferman, Mark Hill,
Matthew Culloton, César Alejandro Carrillo, John Leavitt, Susan Naus Dengler, Lee Dengler, Gary
Rhodes, Linda Spevacek, Ken Medema, & Larry Shackley. The concert will also feature organ, piano,
flute, violin, cello, & percussion.

The concert is FREE, & YOU ARE INVITED!
PLEASE BRING FAMILY AND FRIENDS
A light reception will follow.
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bethesda
8011 Old Georgetown Rd.
Bethesda, MD 20814
For questions or more information:
Phone: 301-652-5160 or e-mail richard@heartmindsoul.com | Website: www.heartmindsoul.com
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Young Adult Service Retreat
this coming January

Bethlehem Simulcast
at National Cathedral

Keep the Project Connect retreat for 18-30 year olds
on the radar. They are hosting a service learning vocation discernment retreat on Jan. 3-7, 2013 here in
D.C. Share with members and friends, and consider
hosting a meal for about 50 people to help keep
event costs low!

In what has become an annual tradition, Bishop
Graham will participate in the Bethlehem Prayer
Service at Washington National Cathedral on
Sat., Dec. 22 at 10:00 a.m.
What makes this event special is it takes place simultaneously with Christmas Lutheran Church in
Bethlehem, where the Rev. Mitri Raheb is pastor.
Can't be there in person? In previous years, you
could also watch from the Web.

"We are in need of Friday lunch*, Saturday lunch*,
Saturday dinner, Sunday lunch and Sunday dinner,"
specifies the Rev. Amy Thompson Sevimli.
(Drop off sack lunches for meals with an asterisk.)

Monitor www.nationalcathedral.org/events/
ChristmasBethlehem2012.shtml for details.

Reach her for details at asevimli@metrodcelca.org
or 202-417-3678. More info at
www.dcyoungadults.org/
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Small Group Ministries
Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles, and
joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, and
participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people.

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic Sunday morning experience
for those wishing to learn, experience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ in
the 21st Century “challenging lifestyles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, and supportive
fellowship. Sundays, 10:15 am in
The Upper Room. Contact Larry
Goolsby (301-946-6479;
lgoolsby@aphsa.org)
“THRIVE” for
women seeking indepth Bible study,
fellowship, fun,
outreach ministries meets September-July, 9:0010:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month. Breakfast included. Contact Sanna Solem
(sannalsolem@gmail.com; 301571-0050)
“Men’s Master
Builders” Stay
tuned for further
information about a different
activity or service project we
can do soon.
Contact Larry Goolsby
(goolsbycl@comcast.net)
“The Table Ministry”—21st Century table experience, around the
Table of Christ. Build genuine
friendships in and out of CELC,
grow spiritually on every day basis,
and respond to the needs of others. Three-session series, with
meal, in Host Homes. Contact:
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491;
flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer,
study, discussion, fellowship. PrayerLife outreach includes Taizé
Prayer Services and prayer study.
Contact Florence Heacock (301-452
-2491), Larry Goolsby (301-9466479), or Dave Lambert (301-9835034)
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study
based on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at
10:30 am on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Contact Wilma Christ
(301-530-5023)
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based
on material provided by the
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Contact Alice Daniel (301949-4688)
“Monday Night Group” - Stay
tuned for upcoming study.
For more information,
contact: Judy Hults or Florence
Heacock at
flohea@heartmindsoul.com
“Taizé Service” - in Sanctuary,
7:15 p.m. on the 3rd Monday of
each month, unless otherwise
noted.

7

MEN’S MINISTRY
A few years ago, CELC had a
growing and active men’s small
group/bible study. Several men of
CELC have lost their men’s small
group – are there a few guys out
there who are interested in facilitating/participating in a “men’s small
group”? If so, please talk with
Larry Goolsby. If you do not
connect with Larry, please email
mensministry@heartmindsoul.com,
and we will pass your message and
contact information on to Larry.

Building Community Outside "Normal" Group Time
Often we try to cram our small group into the allotted group time. We meet once or twice a month for two
hours and expect our group to become a tight-knit family. That's not probably going to happen if your group
only gets together for normal group time. So how do you help people connect with one another outside of the
official group meeting? Here are a few simple tips:
 Attend the same church service and sit together
 Create an email distribution list or Facebook page and maintain an
electronic conversation
 Serve together in a children's ministry
 Meet at a coffee shop together
 Eat an exotic or off-beat restaurant together
 Watch a movie together and discuss it over dinner
 Split up into foursomes and meet in smaller groups for dinner
 Do a service project together

Cultivating a Heart for Others: Recovering your Missional Edge
There are three patterns of a healthy group: Connecting with one another (the RELATIONAL pattern), Changing to be like Christ (the GROWTH pattern), and Cultivating a heart for others (the MISSIONAL pattern).
That last pattern is the most neglected in the typical small group. Many groups do the relationships pretty well
and they might even experience some spiritual growth. But they often forget about the most important biblical
pattern of a healthy group. So how can you tell if you've lost that "missional feeling?" Here are four tips you
have a problem:
1. Listen to the prayer requests. Are they are all about personal
stuff but never about the friend or neighbor who needs Christ?
2. Does your group get excited about fun social stuff but never
serve? If you can plan parties and picnics but not service opportunities, you have probably lost your missional edge.
3. Does your group like to study Bible but doesn't focus on how to
share Biblical truths with others outside the group? Do you study for
the sake of personal improvement but not to pass along to others what
you've learned?
Listen for complaints. If your group complains about how messed up the world is or what they don't like about
the church service, you know you need to work on the missional edge. The world has always been broken.
Our conversations should be about how to expand the Gospel message not what's wrong in the world!
If you want to fix the problem start with number one: work on your prayers. Encourage your prayer time to be
focused on lost friends and family. Spend more time praying for missionaries, mission trips, and opportunities
to share the Gospel. Have each person name one person they feel spiritually burdened for. If you recover the
missional pattern in your prayers, you will soon see it come alive in your group!
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History of Small Groups
SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

Churches grow warmer through fellowship
Churches grow deeper through discipleship
Churches grow stronger through worship
Churches grow broader through ministry
Churches grow larger through evangelism.
All five dimensions were present in the church of Acts
and are still present in today’s small groups.
Later, small group movements sometimes accompanied periods of reform in the church. For example, in
1670 Philip Spener, who was a Lutheran pastor in
Frankfurt, Germany, organized what he called
“cottage prayer meetings.” These meetings were
similar to today’s small groups and were largely responsible for a major revival. Many forms of ministry
can have a valuable impact on the church—from
preaching to Pathfinders to social programs—and
each has its place in the church. Small groups are
more personal and facilitate stronger relationships,
but larger groups are more open to outsiders and
have more resources available to help those in need.
The church must have both.

People Connect
In the History of Small Group Ministry, Scott Severance
writes…..small group ministry is a major ministry model of the
New Testament. Jesus chose twelve disciples and spent one-onone, interactive time with them. After He returned to heaven,
the disciples established small groups of believers. The author
of Luke describes the early church this way:
[The believers] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. . .
All the believers were together and had everything in common.
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he
had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.
This is a wonderful example of the small group ideal. Because
Luke tells us that the believers ate together in homes, we know
that the size of the groups was not great. Each group enjoyed
community, prayer, and study. (At that time, the New Testament had not been written, so the groups studied the apostles’
teachings, many of which have since become part of the New
Testament. Today small groups should study the Bible.) Warren
asserts that there are “five dimensions of church growth”:
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If you would like to participate in a small group, facilitate or start a small group or prayer group, contact
Larry Goolsby (lgoolsby@aphsa.org) or Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com)

GROUPS THRIVE
Use groups for assimilation,
community, and discipleship,
and ministry.

PRAY, PRAY, PRAY!
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

Have faith that your prayers will be answered. Once you express your intentions in
prayer, know that God has heard them and
let go of the outcome. This may be the most
difficult step of the prayer process. However,
prayer without faith is just empty words.
Have patience and look for signs (no matter
how small) that your prayers are being answered.

Set aside time each day.
Every relationship needs time
and your connection with God
is no different. Set daily
prayer appointments and
keep them. The more commitment you have the better your
prayer life will be.

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer.” - Romans 12:12

HURRICANE SANDY

Go to a quiet place where you will not be
disturbed. Being alone will enable you to
focus on God's presence and your connection to that presence. If this seems too intimidating, try praying for only a few minutes at a time until you feel more comfortable.
Begin with a few moments of silence. We
live in a world of endless chatter and need
stillness to hear the voice of our creator.
This voice is different for everyone and
may manifest as feelings of peace, hope,
love or forgiveness.

Present your need or intention honestly
and completely. This can be done a number of ways. One method is to recite
memorized prayers (such as the Our Father) while remaining focused on your intention. Another method is to converse
with God as though he is there in room
with you. There are
many ways to express
your desires; find the
one that works best
for you.
End the prayer by giving thanks and showing gratitude for what God has done for
you. Being thankful shifts the focus from
your neediness to God's abundance. No
matter how little you have, there is always
something to be grateful for.

Please pray for all
those affected by this
terrible storm and for
the relief workers who
are at work on their
behalf.

Wondering what else you can do? Through ELCA
Disaster Response, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) is responding in areas affected by Hurricane Sandy. In the Caribbean, through our global
church partnerships, we are providing basic needs such
as food, water and shelter. Throughout the United
States we are working hand-in-hand with synods and
ministry organizations, who are experts at outreach in
their communities.
We need your help. Visit www.elca.org/disaster
or
Give through your congregation or send your check
directly to:
ELCA Disaster Response,
39330 Treasury Center, Chicago, IL 60694-9300
write “Hurricane Sandy” or “Where Needed Most”
on your check’s memo line.
Your designated gift will be used entirely (100 percent) to help those whose lives and livelihoods
have been impacted by this disaster.
Thank you for your generosity!
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The church is in need of Christmas
light donations! Wanna help?
We are looking for new Christmas light strings that have 150
-200 lights per string, are rated
for indoor/ outdoor use , and
are the standard clear warm
white lights. Look in the sanctuary and on the Christmas
trees to see the type of lights
we need. Just the traditional ( & cheap) white miniature
lights. NO LED lights at this time. We could also use
some net lights, of the same type for the bushes in the
front of the church. Each year, several strings of lights
need to be replaced. Please contact Bobby at
bobby@heartminsoul.com.

Brian McLaren to Speak in
January Synod Event
Come hear Brian McLaren, nationally recognized
church innovator, in a special Together in Mission
talk on Sat., Jan. 12, 2013. Worship, lunch, presentations and Q&A with our speaker will run from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m. at King of Kings Lutheran in Fairfax. Cost is $45. Registration will begin online in
early December. Find info at http://
www.metrodcelca.org/events/together-in-mission/

Reasons to Join a Small Group:










You will understand the Bible better in a
small group.
You will begin to really feel like part of God’s
family.
Prayer will become more meaningful to you.
You will be able to handle times of crisis,
change, and stress better.
You will have a natural way to share Christ
with friends, relatives, and work associates.
You will develop leadership skills you never
knew you had!
You will deepen your understanding of
worship.
You will have fellowship, laughter, and fun.

Thrive Women’s Bible Studies
Now that 2012 is nearing an end, the Women's
Bible Study group, known as Thrive has one last
gathering in December. Sister, Ingrid, has invited
us to her home for a Christmas Breakfast.
If I can speak for the group, we all share great
affection for our get-togethers. This year we have
been studying the Books of the Bible and are about
a little less than half way through. We have elected
to continue with this study starting in January.
Each person selects the Book to present and also
prepares breakfast for the group. We meet at the
Church and also at times in homes.
We normally meet twice a month on Saturdays.
And we welcome new comers. If you have any
questions please give me a call on 301-571-0050 or
by e-mail, sannalsolem@gmail.com We Welcome
all to join us.

Every Experience God Gives Us,
Every Person He Puts Into Our Lives,
Is The Perfect Preparation For The
Future That Only He Can See.
Corrie Ten Boom

Taizé Prayer Services
Join us on the third Monday of each
month, 7:15-8:00 pm, in the Sanctuary
December 10, 2012 and January 13, 2013
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CELC Community
Connection
Breakfasts
Dates:

2012 - December 2
2013 - January 20
February 17
March 17

Time: 10:15-11:15 a.m.
Contact person: Florence Heacock
flohea@heartmindsoul.com

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —
Dec 2nd, 2012,
Jan. 20th, Feb. 17th, & Mar. 17th, 2013
10:15—11:15 a.m.,
for our community breakfasts to share a meal together. This is also an
opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions, and questions regarding
the future of CELC If you would like to bring a food item to share, please
contact Florence Heacock or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net)

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD 20814
www.heartmindsoul.com
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2012 Gifts of Hope
Together we spread the joy of God’s Grace here and throughout the World
Gift of Hope Celebrates it 20th anniversary in 2012! During the past 20 years we have distributed more
than $2.7 Million to our beneficiary organizations. Thank you for your support during our Advent sales in
congregations. Thank you for selecting gifts from our website during other times of the year. Thank you for
respecting, honoring and supporting the work of our beneficiary organizations: 10 social service agencies, 2
church camps, 2 educational institutions, and 3 global companion synods.
Give More Hope! This has become an informal slogan for Gift of
Hope. We give hope to our beneficiary organizations, letting them
know that we care, Primary funding for the agencies comes from
grants; but those grants do not answer every need. Our gifts fill
those gaps in funding. We give hope to those in greatest need—
recognizing and answering the call to put our faith into action.
And we give hope to each other, knowing that we are part of a
larger faith community, working together to make a difference!
Jesus calls us in and sends us out to do his work and to give—-our
time, our support, our gifts, or compassion.
You will find the 2012 Gifts of Hope brochure in the Narthex. Please open up the brochure and pick a Gift of
Hope and Give More Hope! Make checks payable to Christ Lutheran Church, and note “Gifts of Hope” on the
memo line of the check, or Contact Bobby for more information at bobby@heartmindsoul.com.

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND
COATS FOR KIDS

It is once again time for the Gently Worn Coats project. Each year we gather coats
for the children in need in Langley Park. Through the elementary school and La
Sagrada Familia Lutheran Mission, last year we distributed coats, hats and gloves
to more than 100 children, with nine churches participating in the drive in 2011.
Preparing clothes for winter? The Caring project needs outgrown, gently worn
winter coats, sweaters, and solid-colored hats and gloves for children, in 4-6 grade,
whose family resources are limited.
If you gather them, call us and we’ll collect them!! Lutheran Campus, University
of Maryland. Contact Bobby at bobby@heartmindsoul.com.
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Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
SATURDAY
NIGHT MOVIE
& SPAGHETTI DINNER

at
Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Movie Dates, 5-7 p.m. on these Saturdays:
December 8th, 2012: “Miracle on 34th Street”
January 12th, 2013: Movie TBA

Arlys; Family of Brian Lemley; Paul
Swanson; Laura North; Ethan
Dschaak; Brent, Jake, and Casey
Dschaak; Alicia Owens; Steve Perkins and family; Bill Booth; Ethan
Dschaak; Tom Parrott; Marie
Eason-Williamson; Andrew and
Ruth Dambowy; Elke MeldauWomack; Gene Saylor; Michael Foster; Dr. Lindi Wu;
Marie-Laure; Phoebe Clater; Deborah Lambert; Anne
Goeltz; Oscar Line; Danny Strunk; Megan Condon; the
young men of Nick’s Place; Terry and Jane Seaks; the
ministry of the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the
children undergoing treatment at The Children’s Inn at
the National Institutes of Health and their families and
caregivers; the Chikumbuso Women and Orphans Project in Zambia. Carol Yvonne Lummus Francis; Linda.

ELCA turning 25!
by MDC Synod Communications

The year of the ELCA’s 25th
anniversary begins Jan. 1,
2013, with the theme “Always
being made new.” What God
is doing through us at home
and around the world is worth
celebrating – and will be!
With a rich history, we move into the future knowing
Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new!”

Faith Formation
For Children &
Youth
Join us for our Sunday morning Faith Formation for Children on
Sundays at 10:20 am! There will be teaching and activities for
kids ages 3-Elementary school-age. We help children know,
love, and follow Jesus in a fun way. We gather at 10:20 upstairs
for a time of singing, sharing, and learning all about Jesus’ love
for us! Contact Bobby at 301-652-5160 or e-mail Bobby at
bobby@heartmindsoul.com for more information.
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Guiding Star
Child Development
Center
Guiding Star Child Development Center
provides exceptional child development
services in a safe, nurturing Christian
environment. Our philosophy: Safety is
essential. Nurturing and respecting the
uniqueness of each child is key.
We offer child care at two locations in
Bethesda:
7009 Wilson Lane
8011 Old Georgetown Rd

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
Pastor Tony Carpenter
coming in January
Interim Pastor

9:15 am

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music & IT Administrator

10:15 am
10:20 am

Bobby Larsen
Office Administrator

11:15 am

Ji-Na Kim
Organist
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Finance Administrator

Church Council
George Wenchel, President
Nathan Sprenger, Vice President
Tim Smith, Secretary
Alireza Motameni, Treasurer
Paula Mathis,
Barry McVicker
Suzanne Parrot
Frank Goodyear
Cynthia Willkomm
Eleanor Black
Farshad Bahari
Sanna Solem

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
Christian Education for Adults
(see details inside newsletter)
Faith Formation for Children
(Ages 3 thru Elementary School age)
Traditional Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!

Next Connection Deadline
Submissions for the December issue of The Connection are
due by 5:00 pm on Friday, December 21.

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.
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