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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ and to transform all people into fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your
mind…. Love your neighbor as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

July
2007

Youth and Family Ministry—
Ministry—
In Motion!!
Remember what Jesus said, “It’s all about relationships… love the Lord
your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength and love your
neighbor as yourself” Mark 12:28-31. That's what we believe and that's
what we teach by our words and, more likely, by our actions.
Youth ministry comes down to two things: 1. Spending time with kids; 2)
Modeling Christ. Every day, every time you're with them you are sending
them a message of life.—Tony Campolo
Children can stand vast amounts of sternness. It is injustice, inequity and
inconsistency that kill them.—Robert Capon
“Indeed, for what purpose do we older folk exist, other than to care for,
instruct, and bring up the young?”— Martin Luther, To the Councilmen
of All Cities in Germany (1524)
Jesus also said, “Where your treasure is, there will be your heart
also.” (Luke 12:34) So the real question is, do we treasure the great gift God
has given us in young people? There is no question that the maturation
process of the young child needs the presence and teachings of scripture.
The elementary school, middle school, and high school years are the most
important years of faith formation. It takes the investment of the family and
the whole community to lay this solid foundation of faith and maturity.

(continued on page 16)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!
New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Other opportunities to publicize ministries/events include the weekly e-newsletter (email Pastor Marv at
marv@heartmindsoul.com) and the Sunday bulletin
(email Laura North at laura@heartmindsoul.com). We
also encourage you to come to worship early to greet
and talk with people about your ministry/event.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
SUNDAY MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
CELC shares Sunday morning announcements on the
projector screen before worship. Please email ministry
announcements in PowerPoint to Pastor Marv at
marv@heartmindsoul.com by 5:00 pm on the Wednesday
before the announcement should be made. Two slides
maximum.. (If you don’t know how to use PowerPoint,
contact one of the staff and we will teach you.)
We encourage you to share
public witnesses (stories) of
how God is at work in your
lives. This encourages and
lifts up other Christians and
helps plant seeds for nonChristians. To share a story,
please speak to Pastor
Marv.

The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
This is to honor our children and
those adults who would like a grape
juice alternative. Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice will appear dark red and
the communion wine will appear white. If you would
like more information about communion, please contact Pastor Marv.

PERMISSION FORMS AND
PHOTO RELEASES
All children and teens who participate
in family ministry activities at CELC
are required to have up-to-date health
and permission forms on file at the
church. As well, CELC requests that
all adults sign the photo release form
so that we know whether we have your
permission to use photos of you and your family in
CELC publications, including the web site. This will
help us make sure our publications accurately reflect
our community and the ministries of CELC. We thank
you in advance for your help. For copies of these
forms, please contact Laura North (301-652-5160 or
laura@heartmindsoul.com).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, speak
to Lisa Bente or email her at carpedm28@juno.com.
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Creation Care
Recycling Workshop
We all know the steps to saving the environment: Reduce, Re-Use, and Recycle. Come to this exciting evening workshop and learn all of the do’s and don’ts
about recycling. Then get ready to take action and recycle your cell phone!
This Recycling Workshop is Thursday, July 26, 7:009:00 pm here at CELC.
Panelists include
Montgomery County representative—Montgomery
County has a strong commitment to preserving natural
resources and protecting the environment. To this end,
the County Council established a County-wide goal to
recycle 50% of our solid waste. Meeting this important
goal requires the commitment of everyone in the
County—residents, businesses, and government. This
presentation will answer some of the most commonly
asked questions about recycling in Montgomery
County.
Neal Holtz, Volunteer with Secure The Call. The nonprofit organization collects old cell phones.

We will soon have a collection barrel available
at the church for you to
use to recycle your cell
phones. Secure the Call
collects the phones and
then wipes them clean of
any service, numbers,
and address books. The
phones are then programmed for 911-only
service and are distributed free back to the local community.
As an added bonus, your cell phone contribution is tax
deductible. Go to http://securethecall.org/
securethecall/images/stc_acknwldgmnt.pdf to
print a tax deduction form.
This Creation Care forum is part of CELC’s monthly
series, open to the public, where the local community
shares, learns, discusses, and takes action to protect our
environment.

Upcoming Creation Care
Public Forum
August 23 —"Toxins"

The Connection

3

Children and Family Ministry
Enjoy the summer! It’s a great time to “hang out” with your children, loving each other, learning from each other, spending quality time together. Summer gives us the opportunity to let go of some of the routines that are necessary during the
school year. Splash in the water, run through the grass, say hi to the lightening bugs, sit quietly under a tree with a
book… do something special with your children that allows you to refresh, re-create, and rejuvenate.
Blessings on your summer,
Laura North

Pray It Forward
As parents, we must assume our rightful place as spiritual guardians and mentors for our children. To do that,
you don’t have to be a biblical scholar and you don’t
have to add tons of new activities to your jam-packed
family calendar. You just have to approach routine
tasks with your children in a fresh new way.

Proverbs 22:6
Direct your children onto the
right path, and when they are
older, they will not leave it.

Pray with and for your children at bedtime. Let
them hear you pray so they can learn—and as they get
older, let them take a turn.
Make it a family ritual to pray before meals. Do this
at home, at restaurants, and with family and friends. Be
consistent—it sends the wrong message if you don’t
pray when you’re in a public place.
When your children are hurt, take them in your
arms and pray. Pray for God to take care of them, to
ease the pain, and to let them know that everything will
be okay.

If you have any questions about
CELC’s Family Ministry, please contact
Laura North, minister of children and families,
in the church office at 301-652-5160
or by email at laura@heartmindsoul.com.
You can also visit the Family Ministry area
of our website, www.heartmindsoul.com.

From Children’s Ministry Magazine

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Christ Jesus…)
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)
Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (service)
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (worship)

… Developing families of faith
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Plastic Bags Into Handbags
Donica Merhazion and her family moved to Lusaka,
Zambia just a few months ago. Donica soon discovered
the Chikimbuso Community Center, which works with
mothers and children suffering from HIV-Aids.
The Chikimbuso Community Center was founded
about two years ago and supports women and children
of the Lusaka community in Zambia. It is a faith-based
community center, and all those who come are given
food, shelter, and taught the Word of
God. Chikimbuso is located in the
midst of a very poor neighborhood
whose inhabitants consist mainly of
single mothers, widows and children,
most of them orphaned and many of
them HIV positive. This community
center was started by Linda, who
moved to Lusaka from Gaithersburg.
She saw a desperate need within this
community and has coordinated a
church-based response. Chikimbuso
has grown exponentially since its
founding two years ago.
A group of widows come almost every afternoon and
use donated plastic bags to make women’s handbags,
which they then sell. The grocery/plastic bags are donated from schools, individuals, and so on. It takes anywhere from 70 to 150 plastic bags to make one handbag. The women then sell them at the equivalent of
about $8-$10. For most of the women, this is the only
source of income. All of the widows are the sole providers for families sometimes as big as 10. In the absence of their spouses, they have to take care of their
own children, their cousins, and other relatives whose
parents have died mostly from AIDS.
Bring all your plastic bags to church and place in the
collection box. We will then forward them to Donica in
Lusaka for the handbag project at Chikimbuso.

The Connection
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Listening to Love—
Love—God’s Love
In Small Groups—
Groups—Life/Community
During your “2007 fast-paced
lifestyle,” please reflect on the
Small Group Ministry message
on pages 3 and 7 of the June
2007 Connection. It says “Let’s
take a moment and reflect on one
of the great miracles of life--God [does and always] pays attention to you [everyone]. But,
how are you listening? What
kind of “heart, mind, soul” or
“ear” are you “Listening to
Love—God’s Love”? CELC’s
Small Group Ministers/ Facilitators spend time together in discussing, in scripture, and listening to love—God’s love.
A wise theologian was asked to
summarize the gospel in just one
sentence. Pausing for only a moment, he chose one single
phrase—God is for us! Romans
8 is the pinnacle of Paul’s teaching on God being for us. After
you have read and meditated on
Romans 8, write down ways you
have felt and listened to/for God
being for you in specific ways in
recent months, together during
your and your family’s Summer
2007. At CELC’s Fall Festival
on Sunday, September 9, 2007,
we will have a table for
“Summer 2007 Faith Discussions”!
I would suggest you add Romans
8 to your Summer 2007 reading.
Here are a few verses to get you
started:
1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to
Christ Jesus. 2 And because you
belong to him, the power of the
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hostile to God. It never did obey
God’s laws, and it never will. 8
That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can never please God…

life-giving Spirit has freed you
from the power of sin that leads to
death. 3 The law of Moses was
unable to save us because of the
weakness of our sinful nature. So
God did what the law could not do.
He sent his own Son in a body like
the bodies we sinners have. And in
that body God declared an end to
sin’s control over us by giving his
Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 4
He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully
satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead
follow the Spirit…. 5 Those who
are dominated by the sinful nature
think about sinful things, but those
who are controlled by the Holy
Spirit think about things that please
the Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful
nature control your mind leads to
death. But letting the Spirit control
your mind leads to life and peace.
7 For the sinful nature is always

9 But you are not controlled by
your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you have the
Spirit of God living in you. (And
remember that those who do not
have the Spirit of Christ living in
them do not belong to him at all.)
10 And Christ lives within you, so
even though your body will die
because of sin, the Spirit gives you
life because you have been made
right with God. 11 The Spirit of
God, who raised Jesus from the
dead, lives in you. And just as God
raised Christ Jesus from the dead,
he will give life to your mortal
bodies by this same Spirit living
within you. … 12 Therefore, dear
brothers and sisters, you have no
obligation to do what your sinful
nature urges you to do. 13 For if
you live by its dictates, you will
die. But if through the power of the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of
your sinful nature, you will live. 14
For all who are led by the Spirit of
God are children of God….
17 ….In fact, together with Christ
we are heirs of God’s glory. But if
we are to share his glory, we must
also share his suffering….
28 And we know that God causes
everything to work together for the
good of those who love God and
are called according to his purpose
for them.
(continued on page 7)

Letters… We Love Letters
Thanks to the many letters and faxes from the congregation and the community speaking
in favor of our development, county officials are clearly seeing that there is strong and
broad show of support for Christ Lutheran’s continued outreach ministry to the Bethesda
community.
Many who have written have already received a formal response back from the county.
You will have noticed that the dates for the Planning Staff and Hearing Examiner have
been extended in order to give county staff more time to review a few final details of our
application. While no one likes a delay, our legal advice was that this was prudent given
the county staff backlog. The revised Planning Staff recommendation is now scheduled
for July 26th and Hearing Examiner is September 17th.
The good news is that this gives us more time to get letters of support in from even more current and future CELC fans.
If you need assistance on this please contact Laura North in the church office or any GGT SC member.

Listening to Love—
Love—God’s Love
* Be especially generous with encouragement each day.
* Deliberately try building up
someone who is a difficult person
in your life.
* Notice when someone is succeeding and celebrate it.
* Be for someone this week
through concentrated prayer.
* Make a point of encouraging the
individual members of your small
group.

(continued from page 5)

Nothing Can Separate Us from
God’s Love 31 What shall we say
about such wonderful things as
these? If God is for us, who can
ever be against us? 32 Since he
did not spare even his own Son but
gave him up for us all, won’t he
also give us everything else? 33
Who dares accuse us whom God
has chosen for his own? No one—
for God himself has given us right
standing with himself. 34 Who
then will condemn us? No one—
for Christ Jesus died for us and
was raised to life for us, and he is
sitting in the place of honor at
God’s right hand, pleading for us.
38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from
God’s love. Neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither
our fears for today nor our worries
about tomorrow—not even the
powers of hell can separate us
from God’s love. 39 No power in
the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us

from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
During your Summer 2007, experiment with radical commitment of
“being for the people in your relational world.” Following are a few
suggestions.
* How can you build up someone
who you often tend to overlook
completely?

Please join us at the Summer Small
Group Leaders Forums on Saturdays, July 14 and August 4, 8:009:00 am, in The Upper Room at
CELC. You will have an opportunity to experience and learn, in
community, about small groups—
scripture, friendship, relationship,
and “Love [pays attention] and
God is for us!
1 Corinthians 13:13 says, “There
are three things that will endure—
faith, hope, and love—and the
greatest of these is love.”
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
The Connection
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Thanksgiving Backpack Ministry
Thanksgiving seems like a long way off. But it’s not too early to start thinking and perhaps doing something in anticipation of our Backpack Ministry for the Homeless in Bethesda. This year we will target specific items to be “stuffed” into
each of the backpacks. The list is below.
Additionally, here is an idea. Buy a backpack(s) now and proceed to fill it during the coming months. This is a great opportunity, especially, for children in the family, to experience and learn about giving. Keep the backpack in a prominent
place in your home; that way you will remember to make appropriate purchases when you go out shopping.

Men (50)

Women (20)

Boys (10)

Girls (10)

Bible
Socks
Hat
Gloves
Sweatshirt
Towel
Washcloth
Toothbrush
Toothpaste
Wipes
Tissues
Lotion
Chapstick
Notebook/pen

Bible
Socks
Hat
Gloves
Sweatshirt
Towel
Washcloth
Toothbrush
Toothpaste
Wipes
Tissues
Lotion
Chapstick
Notebook/pen
Feminine products

Bible
Socks
Hat
Gloves
Sweatshirt
Towel
Washcloth
Toothbrush
Toothpaste
Wipes
Tissues
Lotion
Chapstick
Toy, etc.

Bible
Socks
Hat
Gloves
Sweatshirt
Towel
Washcloth
Toothbrush
Toothpaste
Wipes
Tissues
Lotion
Chapstick
Toy, etc

The general age for items for the boys and girls is from about 3 to 10. If you
stuff a backpack for a boy or girl, please tag the backpack to the appropriate
age grouping. And if you stuff a backpack for a woman or man, please tag it
also.
And of course you can just purchase items in bulk. I will keep a record of the
items donated and will keep you informed. Remember the goal is to have the
same items “stuffed” into each backpack. Please, please give me a call if you
have any questions. I welcome and look forward to your phone calls. Start
your backpack journey now, and remember it’s so much better to give than
to receive.
Sanna Solem
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Martha’s Table
We have the wonderful opportunity to serve dinner to the homeless through
Martha’s Table in Washington, DC.
We began this ministry after the youth participated in World Vision’s 30 Hour
Famine in November 2005. As part of the weekend, the youth made sandwiches and took them down to Martha’s Table. They were touched by the
story of the organization and how it serves the homeless and decided they
wanted to participate. So they signed up!
Now, on the third Saturday of every month, a group of volunteers serves soup,
sandwiches, dessert, and drinks to dozens of men, women, and children out of
a mobile soup kitchen van provided by Martha’s Table.
Once again, this past March, as part of the 30 Hour Famine, our youth and
their leaders again made sandwiches and took them down to Martha’s Table.
This year, they also got to serve the homeless as part of our monthly commitment.
This is a great ministry opportunity for small groups. In June, our young adult
ministry participated with Martha’s Table. Talk with Richard, Lisa, Juan,
Kate, Rebecca, and Jeff about their experience!
Please prayerfully consider committing three hours of your time in the upcoming months. If you are already participating in this ministry, spread the
word to your friends, neighbors, and co-workers about your experience. In
addition to members of our CELC community, we’ve also had co-workers
and friends of our youth join us.
We carpool from Christ Lutheran, leaving the church no later than 4:00 pm
and returning sometime around 7:00 pm. We meet in the small parking lot off
of Glenbrook Road, on the side of the church building. Jeff Leach, Steve
North, and Richard Czypinski are trained drivers; we need you to ride along
and help serve the food.

The list of participants in this ministry is growing each month.
Thanks to all who serve the needs
of the community in this way:
Kaitlyn Blair, June Bradley, Tim
Bradley, Martin Brockman, Richard Czypinski, Ingrid Dallaire,
Kara Estelle, Rebecca Gambler,
Jeff Kappernolle, Nate Kenney,
Jeff Leach, Taylor Leach, Andy
Marth, Andy Masetti, Paula
Mathis, Barry McVicker, Juan
Mendez, Jill North, Laura North,
Sarah North, Steve North, Kate
Scott, Lisa Stechschulte, Jack
Smith, and Joan Williams.

Please sign up on the Service Opportunities bulletin board in the narthex or
speak with Jill or Steve North.

Fall Festival Coming Soon!!
See page 17 for details

The Connection
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As Seen in the Gazette...

Bridging the gap between the ozone layer
and Heaven
Bethesda congregations go green
by Audrey Dutton | Staff Writer

And God said, ‘‘Let there be
light.” And there was light. And
He saw the light, that it was good,
and that it came from an energyefficient, environmentally friendly
fluorescent light bulb.
So goes the premise guiding downcounty congregations to turn their
houses of worship into green buildings. Synagogues, churches and
non-denominational spiritual ministries have shelled out millions of
dollars in the last decade to reduce
their carbon footprints.
Amidst the flock of ecomissionaries is the Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bethesda, whose grand plans —
which include major architectural
work that is being considered by
the county Planning Board —
would significantly change the
scenery of Old Georgetown Road.
Behind the church’s terrestrial plan
is a celestial philosophy for environmental activism.
‘‘It’s not just hugging trees,” said
the Rev. Marvin Tollefson. ‘‘The
underlying belief is that God has
handed over to people the responsibility for care of the Creation....
We believe this whole environmental issue is to express love for
God, but also for other people.”
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The church began planning its reconstruction before the turn of the
millennium. Members decided the
church needed to be reincarnated
as something healthier. Where the
children go to Sunday school, there
is asbestos and lead paint. The asphalt parking lot takes up precious
space. And the church’s clientele
has expanded; support groups, 12step programs and two full-time
family therapists use the church’s
three-story auxiliary building.
After years of planning in conjunction with architect Michael Foster
and Bozzuto Homes, the idea for
redevelopment was to rebuild the
church’s current auxiliary office
building, adding a floor to the current three-story structure. And
plans call for a 107-unit condominium complex with a vegetated
roof, 17 ‘‘moderately priced” units
and three levels of underground
parking to be built north of the
church. The four homes currently
on the church’s 1.9-acre property
will be torn down to make room
for the new structures.
Bozzuto spokeswoman Valerie
Covarrubias said the company
struck a deal to cover an undecided
portion of the project’s cost.
The church is budgeting for renovation of the existing chapel, the
auxiliary office building with a
community center and the condominiums. Barry Lemley, church

(Charles E. Shoemaker⁄The Gazette)
Nine-year-old Taylor Leach of Germantown reads Ruth 1:16, with her father Jeff,
brother Austin, and mother Mary, during a
Sunday service at Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bethesda. The church
plans to renovate its buildings and add
underground parking as part of its longterm mission to go green.

spokesman, declined to say the
total size of the project’s budget.
He estimated it will take 20 years
for the church to pay off its construction debt.
Last November, the church filed a
special request for county permission to build condos in its singlefamily home residential zone.

As Seen in the Gazette...
At first, the Planning Board had the church’s plans on
the schedule for a hearing on June 14, but the hearing
has been delayed.
‘‘Our reviewers had some concerns about it,” said
Nancy C. Lineman, Planning Board spokesperson.
Lineman said plans were ‘‘currently being tinkered
with” by the church and planners, specifically relating
to the size of the complex.
The church expects the Planning Board to render its
latest decision in mid-July, and, if it approves the preliminary plans, a public hearing will be held in September. Builders would break soil in November 2008. The
church’s 400-member congregation will be displaced to
a still unknown location for up to two years.
The church’s neighbors in Battery Park haven’t come
to a consensus about whether they support the plan.
‘‘Many of our residents are concerned” about construction, said Malcolm Rivkin, chairman of the neighborhood’s land use committee and a former Planning
Board commissioner. ‘‘The church has been very good
on explaining their concept. I’m not saying that they
have addressed all the concerns. ...But they have been
very forthcoming in discussing their plan.”
‘‘It’s better than another office building, which is what
would happen if we moved,” Tollefson said.
Behind the green concept is a budget conundrum that
would be eased by Bozzuto’s plans to cover costs. Ecofriendliness generally comes with a higher initial price
tag, which makes it tough for some congregations to go
green.
Another local house of worship, Adat Shalom Reconstructionist Congregation of Potomac, faced a similar
quandary in the mid-1990s. The synagogue was originally housed in the church’s buildings but voted in
1993 to start renovating itself. In 2001, Adat Shalom
moved into its current home — a federally recognized
Energy Star synagogue built with recycled materials.
The synagogue’s continuously lit sanctuary lamp, or
ner tamid, is solar powered. The green building cost no
mere pittance, though; it cost about $3 million.

‘‘You could say, ‘If vinyl is $10,000 cheaper, shouldn’t
we use that money for religious education or to pay the
clergy?’” said Fred Scherlinder Dobb, rabbi for Adat
Shalom. ‘‘But if these are truly holy buildings, isn’t it
hypocritical to outsource the suffering? To say we’ll
save a little bit here and allow the pain to accrue elsewhere, with the workers, with the endangered species,
with the people who live in degraded ecosystems?”
The link between environmental beatitudes and spiritual integrity has motivated other congregations in the
area. Among them are Bethesda’s Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church.
‘‘Every Unitarian Universalist will tell you they’re
about the environment, but we’re trying to get them to
walk the walk,” said member Molly Perkins Hauck,
who serves on the church’s environmental task force.
Cedar Lane’s worldly structure uses double-paned thermal windows, non-toxic cleaning supplies, fluorescent
bulbs and light switches that automatically turn off.
It remains to be seen whether Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church’s development plans will win county
approval, but in the meantime the church’s clergy appears to be heeding its own word.
Mismatched light bulbs fill half of the sockets in the
church’s ceiling lights. They are sampling different
brands of high-efficiency bulbs, Tollefson said.
The church also hosts a monthly public forum where
speakers from the county give demonstrations and tips
on how to practice energy conservation at home.
And throughout the church’s office building, the lights
are turned off. Instead, natural light streams through the
windows. A gentle reminder is taped to every light
switch — a symbol of what church leaders said they’re
trying to accomplish: ‘‘If this light is not
needed...Please serve God and save the planet.”

Copyright (c) The Gazette, 2007. Reprinted with permission.
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Synod Assembly Report
The Metropolitan Washington DC Synod, ELCA assembly was held June 7 -9 at the Eisenhower Inn and Conference
Center, Gettysburg, PA. The assembly theme was “Living in God’s Amazing Grace: Thanks be to God!” Pastor Marv,
Barry Lemley, Paula Mathis, Steve North, and George Wenchel were the delegates from CELC.
The first day ended with the opening Eucharist Service at Gettysburg Seminary. The service was uplifting and inspiring.
Bishop Schneider’s sermon left us spiritually charged.
While the assembly offered attendees the opportunity to make new friends, renew acquaintances, vote on new resolutions, and worship together, the highlight was the election of a new bishop. After twelve years of inspiring leadership,
Bishop Theodore Schneider decided it was time to retire.

The Rev. Richard H.
Graham, Bishop-elect

The election process was interesting. It begins with any ordained pastor in our
synod being eligible for election; the voting members of the assembly are asked to
nominate candidates. After a series of elections and the candidates earning the
least votes are eliminated, the final three candidates are given an opportunity to
address the entire assembly and at three break-out sessions, where questions are
permitted. The final election resulted in selection of the Rev. Richard Graham,
pastor of Hope Lutheran, College Park, as the new bishop. Graham will take office on September 1, He will be installed on October 14. Additionally, new officers were elected.

Rev. Mark Hanson, ELCA presiding bishop, chaired the election process. Rev. Dr. Kristin Johnston Largen served as our
chaplain. Beth Lewis, president and CEO of Augsburg Fortress was a featured speaker. Her topic “Gutenberg to Google”
kept us hanging onto every word as she took us through the evolution of Luther getting the printed word in the hands of
the common people to Augsburg Fortress efforts to keep us plugged in.
Other activities included the celebration of the 100th Anniversary of Campus Ministry. “Faith Bytes” delivered by campus representatives allowed us to hear of the exciting ministry on the campus colleges and universities in the Metro DC
area and beyond. Also, there was Morning Eucharist. Additionally we heard of new developments within the church and
shared meals together. Not only was the Lutheran Church affiliation with other faiths acknowledged but those representatives that were present were recognized to include the Catholic and Episcopalian to name a few.
Finally, many congregations demonstrated great interest in our new building development. Barry, Steve and Pastor field
many questions from various congregations.
In Christ,
Paula Mathis

Save the Date!
August 23—Creation Care
September 9—Fall Festival at CELC
October 7—Ellen’s Walk/Run
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Websites
For Small Group Ministry
Opportunities

Summer
Sunday
Classes

Small Group Leaders Advanced Training
November 14-15, 2007
http://www.willowcreek.com/events/grouplife/advanced/
On Sunday mornings, 10:15 and
11:00 am (through July; will resume in September), you will find
Larry Goolsby and Florence Heacock in The Upper Room showing
Pastor Rob Bell DVDs that have a
spiritual message/scripture for everyone in the 21st Century.
THRIVE
Annual Women's Conference
http://www.injoy.com/Events/THRiVE/2006/

FALL 2007 PRAYER MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY
A 6-session[week] DVD series

GREAT HEALING BIBLE RESOURCE
<http://www.zondervan.com/Cultures/en-US/Product/Bible/
Celebrate+Recovery+Bi

NOOMA [Rob Bell] is the new
format--website… http://
www.nooma.com
The DVDs are short films with
communicators that really speak to
us; they are compact, portable, and
concise. Each NOOMA touches on
issues that we care about, that we
want to talk about, and it comes in
a way that fits our world.
They’re in a format that's there for
us when we need it, as we need it,
how we need it.
We can get anything we want,
from anywhere in the world, whenever we want it. That's how it is
and that's how we want it to be.
Still, our lives aren't any different
than other generations before us.
Our time is. We want spiritual direction, but it has to be real for us
and available when we need it. We
want a new format for getting
Christian perspectives.

The Connection
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Small Group Ministries
“They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life together, the common meal, and the
prayers ... And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in common” (Acts 2:42, 44)
It’s clear that God blesses us when we meet together, fellowship together, study together—share life together. Please contact Florence Heacock, minister of small groups (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com), or Sanna Solem of the
small groups administrative team (301-571-0050; sannasolem@gmail.com) for more information.
From Bill Donahue, author
I had dinner with a pastor and his wife today. They remarked that "once people experience a real group, they can't imagine life without one." I reflected on that a bit. My experience is similar. It is not about groups as a strategy or form or model. It is about the
shared life, what Bonhoeffer described as "life together" where all are welcome, especially the weak. "The elimination of the weak is
the death of the fellowship" he was prone to say. But I have found that for that group experience to work, we need to re-educate
people about relational intelligence. So many groups fail because people simply do not know how to relate as a community. Most
skills in group life are simply people skills. That is why Henry Cloud, John Townsend and I put ReGroup(TM) together. You'll hear
more about it soon, but we wanted to help groups be groups--listening, balancing sharing, giving each other feedback, dealing with
weak and hurting members graciously, integrating truth and grace, calling the best our of each other, and so on. So we created
something that a group can use while it meets to do just that.
This is the stuff of group life. It goes beyond praying and studying as formal disciplines. It is about "people-ing" so to speak. Which
means facing our pain and struggles as a community. "True community begins at the edge of suffering," said one Christian leader--and
I believe her. Somehow we have to get back to becoming a people who reflect the image and life of Jesus--and then groups will
"work." Later...Bill

Small Group Leaders Forum—Saturdays, 8:00-9:00 am, The Upper
Room: July 14, August 4, and September 8 (Fall Festival set-up).
Challenging Lifestyles—Rob Bell DVDs for 21st century Bible study for challenging lifestyles. First session
begins at 10:15 am, second session at 11 am on Sundays
in the Upper Room. Contact Larry Goolsby (301-9466479 or lgoolsby@aphsa.org). On recess in August
Questions of Life is a course on Christianity for new, returning, and mature believers, with prayer, a DVD/book presentation, discussion, fellowship and a meal. Date and time TBA. Contact Florence Heacock (301452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
Women’s Recovery Group is a 12-step, Christian recovery ministry based
on the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) that uses eight principles as well as fellowship and God’s healing powers to help heal hurts and overcome personal
defects and replace them with life’s abundance. Sundays, 7:00-9:00 pm,
the Upper Room. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491 or flohea@heartmindsoul.com). On recess in August
Men's Master Builders meets for in-depth Bible study with a focus on
men’s issues at 9:00 am on the first and third Saturdays in the Hospitality
Room. Contact Steve Peth (sptopeka@earthlink.net or 301-564-1232) or
Tim Bradley (301-977-0906 or tbradley4001@yahoo.com).

Martha Circle, a Bible
study based on material
provided by the Women
of the ELCA, meets at
10:00 am on the third
Tuesday of each month.
Contact Mary Merrick
(301-571-7212).
Rachel Circle, a Bible study based on
material provided by the Women of the
ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm on the second
Tuesday of each month. Contact Alice
Daniel (301-949-4688).
THRIVE, for women seeking in-depth
Bible study at 9:00-10:30 am on the first
and third Saturdays each month. Breakfast included. Contact Sanna Solem (301571-0050; sannasolem@gmail.com). On
recess in August

Young Adults meet for dinner, prayer, fellowship, bible study, fun, laughter, Rob Bell DVDs. Contact Richard Czypinski (richard
@heartmindsoul.com) or Lisa Stechschulte (lisasteck@gmail.com).

CELC’s Prayer Room I is open for prayer Sundays, 8:15 am– noon. Prayer Room II is open for prayer throughout the
week. Prayer Ministry contacts are Paula Mathis (mathispaula@cs.com) or Laura North (laura@heartmindsoul.com).
14
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Experience The Table
This is an invitation for you and your families to join others at CELC
for a significant, loving, fun, and prayerful “table” experience
A pattern that we see throughout Jesus’ ministry was engaging in mealtimes
with others. Individuals and families must make a “Table experience” a top
priority. A healthy day for everyone should include regular patterns of sleep,
the routines of work or school, but then there has to be “relational time,”
where work is put down and we hang out with family and adjust our lives to
the rhythms and patterns of God. Then you and your family [we] will live
happier and healthier lives.
The Table is a Willow Creek Ministry.

Fall Community Table
Part 1—October
5:00-7:00 pm
Host needed: Germantown or
Bethesda/Rockville
Part II—Saturday, November 10
5:00-7:00 pm
Hosts: Steve and Laura North
Part III—Saturday, December 8
5:00-7:00 pm
Host: Ingrid Dallaire

This is a three-part series on the
teaching of “the table and the
neighborhood.” If you and your
family attend Part I, please know
that you will be committed to attend Part II and Part III in the series.
For more information please contact Sanna Solem (301-571-0050
or sannasolem@gmail.com), Larry
Goolsby (Lgoolsby@aphsa.org or
301-946-6479), or Florence Heacock, Minister of Small Groups
Ministry (301-452-2491 or
(flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

FirstFirst-Hand
Experience
“Many of us at Christ Lutheran see
each other only for one hour once a
week on Sunday. Even then we are
there to worship and don't really
have much to do with each other,
other than to express the Peace to
one another.
Along comes the Table. I was
privileged to experience the first
round of the Table, even to the extent of hosting a meal at my home.
The same group spent three separate Tables at three separate
homes. I feel as though I have
gained some new friends as a result of the Table. Getting to know
about some of the people I worship
with is a blessing indeed. I feel this
brings us closer together and a cohesiveness results when getting
together in a home. Sharing a meal
and discussing "whatever" —this is
what happens when you come to
the Table. Don't miss your opportunity!” —Sanna Solem

The Connection
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Youth and Family Ministry
(continued from page 1)

Young people are spiritual, according to a Gallup poll. As a generation, they may be among the most
spiritual. Our youth will be the
church and parents of tomorrow—
in some shape or form. If we are
intentional about reaching youth
and families we will be doing the

foundational work upon which the
church is built. It is our responsibility and calling as the people
of God to put in place the action steps which empower the
church to reach youth and
families. This is the way God
grows his kingdom.
This is why, when young people are baptized, we promise
"to faithfully bring them to the
services in God's house, and
teach them the Lord's Prayer,
the Creed, and the Ten Commandments… [to] place in
their hands the Holy Scriptures
and provide for their instruction in the Christian faith… [so
that they may live] in the covenant
of their baptism and in communion
with the Church… [and] lead
godly lives until the day of Jesus
Christ."
How do we put action into our
words? How do we welcome youth

and families? What we do for and
with young people shapes the
world—today and tomorrow. So
let's begin somewhere in our present situation and raise the level of
priority of youth ministry in the
overall ministry of the church. We
are blessed with the awesome work
being done by Laura North with
elementary youth and families. She will continue this work
and assist the church in the multiplication of this ministry.
In addition I have asked the church
council to put the calling of a
youth and community care pastor
on fast track. We have started the
search for a candidate who will
bring passion and gifts to the important evangelism work with middle school and high school youth.
I ask your prayers and help in networking to find this staff leadership.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Marv

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
FRAGRANCE-FREE FAITH COMMUNITY
It has been well documented that exposure to scented products can heighten symptoms
in patients with asthma and allergies, as well as other systemic problems.
In caring for all God’s people and in consideration of these issues, CELC respectfully requests
that you refrain from wearing scented products
while worshiping, praying, studying, and/or visiting our faith community.
Examples of these products include (but are not limited to)
colognes, perfumes, deodorants, hand lotions, hair products, body washes, soft soap,
alcohol-based hand cleaners, air fresheners, and fabric softeners.

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to Him.
For He laid the earth’s foundation on the seas And built it on the ocean depths.”
(Psalm 24:1 NLT)
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Do you want to bounce around like you
did when you were a kid? Do you want to
have good, clean fun with your friends
and family? Do you just want to eat
some cotton candy while listening to
music? Then Christ Lutheran Church’s
Fall Festival is for you!

What? A free party for the entire community including games, prizes, food and music
When? Sunday September 9, at 12:30-3 pm
Where? Christ Lutheran Church 8011 Old
Georgetown Road Bethesda Maryland 20814
Who? Anyone and Everyone

Our prayer list…

Prayer
Ministry

Prayer Corner
Dottie Davis Hofstad; Lyla Tollefson; Cynthia Hawkins; Henry Davis; Frederick
Washington; Megan Condon; Oscar Line;
H. Simon Peter; Guy Bradley; family of
Travis Pfister; Bridget and Michael Rybacki; Christine Weeks; Daniel Smith;
Grace Bowden; Ann Ricahrdson; Gail
Gerhart; Diana; Dr. Matthew and Nancy
Sleeth; Grace Lloyd-Davies; Niina Tang;
Ruby Yoshioka; Robert Corbey; the Barnes
family; Danny Strunk; Margaret Day;
Nancy Lewis; the young men of Nick’s
Place; Terry and Jane Seaks; Robert and
Noah Harris; Nancy Harris; the ministry of
the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala; the
children undergoing treatment at The Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of
Health and their families and caregivers.

CELC’s Prayer Room I is open for
prayer from 8:15 am– noon on Sundays. Prayer Room II is open for
prayer throughout the week. Prayer
Ministry contacts are Paula Mathis
(mathispaula @cs.com) and Laura
North (laura@heartmindsoul.com).
To add a prayer request to the prayer
contact Laura North (301-652-5160
or laura@heartmind soul.com).
Prayer lists are available in the narthex and in the Sunday morning worship bulletins.

Fair Trade Coffee
The Fair Trade coffee is here!
Fair Trade provides the means for small farmers to make enough money to support
themselves while using the premiums to improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:
• pillow packets (pre-ground) of Regular (Mind Body Soul) and Decaf (Columbian).
Each pillow packet makes one pot (about 64 oz) of coffee ($2)
• whole bean Regular Mind Body Soul and Regular Breakfast Blend ($7 for 12-oz
pkg)
• 12-oz packages of whole bean and ground Organic decaf ($7)
• 16-oz packages of ground regular Organic Sister’s Blend ($8)
To learn more about this coffee, visit www.equalexchange.com Any proceeds from the
coffee will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the Christian school for impoverished children in Guatemala.
Please contact Lisa Bente to purchase your coffee (carpedm28@juno.com).
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Sunday

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

3

Wednesday Thursday

4

Worship:
9:45
Contemporary
11:15
Traditional

5

Friday

Saturday

6

7

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Small Group
Leaders
8:00-9:00 am
Women—Thrive
9:00-10:30
Men’s Master
Builders
9:00-10:30

8

9

11

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

9:45 & 11:15
Worship

15

10

16

17

13

14

20

21

Praise Band
6:30 pm

18

19
Praise Band
6:30 pm

Martha Circle
10:00 am

9:45 & 11:15
Worship

12

Council Meeting
7:00 pm

Women
9:00-10:30

Connection
Deadline
5:00 pm

Men
9:00-10:30
Martha’s Table

22

23

24

9:45 & 11:15
Worship

26

27

28

Creation Care
7:00-9:00 pm

9:45 & 11:15
Worship

29

25

30

31

July 2007
Sunday morning opportunities:
Adult Bible study: Part 1: 10:15; Part 2: 11:00 am; Alpha: 10:45 am
Pathfinders for children: 11:00 am

Please see page 12 of this newsletter or the Sunday
morning bulletin for small group ministry opportunities

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
The Rev. Marvin Tollefson
Pastor
vacant
Minister of Youth, Young Adults
& Community Care
Laura North
Minister of Children & Families
Office Administrator
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music
Kate Scott
Organist & Pianist
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Administrator of Finance

Sunday Schedule
9:45 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
“Challenging Lifestyles” (part 1)
in the Upper Room
“Questions of Life” Alpha course
in the Hospitality Room
“Challenging Lifestyles” (part 2)
in the Upper Room
Pathfinders for children
in the second-floor education wing
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the exciting
ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran! Questions? Please call
Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email laura@heartmindsoul.com.

Church Council

August Connection Deadline

Steve North, president
Jeff Leach, vice president
Larry Goolsby, secretary
George Wenchel, treasurer

Submissions for the June issue of The Connection are due by 5:00
pm on Friday, July 20. Please drop them off in the box on Laura’s
office door or e-mail them to laura@heartmindsoul.com.

Greg Beyer, June Bradley,
Ingrid Dallaire, Paula Mathis,
Maura Miller, Suzanne Parrott,
and Joan Williams

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

