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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ and to transform all people into fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your
mind…. Love your neighbor as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

The Secret of
Living Gracefully
“Your witness to the resurrection matters”
Acts 4:32-35 (New International Version)
32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any
of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33
With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34 There were no needy
persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or
houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.
The focus on "great grace" as it is presented in this month's text from Acts
invites us to discuss one of the most powerful and poignant messages of the
Bible—the unmerited gift of God's grace to every one of us. Perhaps no
aspect of the biblical message has moved the people and politics of the
Church as profoundly as grace. This "crucial eccentricity of the Christian
faith" (Frederick Buechner) that declares we are saved by grace is so hard
for us to grasp that it has required repeated and sometimes radical reinterpretation over the centuries.
Just as "some people talk with the wrong God for a lifetime", some people
are talking to God with the wrong instrument. Men and women of the Hebrew Scriptures were the first to be convinced that God's will could not be
achieved without the help of divine grace. Psalm 90 pleads with Yahweh:
"And may the gracious care of the Lord our God be ours; prosper the work
(continued on page 13)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!
New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

Other opportunities to publicize ministries/events include the weekly e-newsletter (email Pastor Marv at
marv@heartmindsoul.com) and the Sunday bulletin
(email Laura North at laura@heartmindsoul.com). We
also encourage you to come to worship early to greet
and talk with people about your ministry/event.

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION
SUNDAY MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
CELC shares Sunday morning announcements on the
projector screen before worship. Please email ministry
announcements in PowerPoint to Pastor Marv at
marv@heartmindsoul.com by 5:00 pm on the Wednesday
before the announcement should be made. Two slides
maximum.. (If you don’t know how to use PowerPoint,
contact one of the staff and we will teach you.)
We encourage you to share
public witnesses (stories) of
how God is at work in your
lives. This encourages and
lifts up other Christians and
helps plant seeds for nonChristians. To share a story,
please speak to Pastor
Marv.

The sacrament of Holy Communion
is offered at both worship services,
every Sunday morning. We offer
traditional wine and grape juice.
This is to honor our children and
those adults who would like a grape
juice alternative. Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice will appear dark red and
the communion wine will appear white. If you would
like more information about communion, please contact Pastor Marv.

PERMISSION FORMS AND
PHOTO RELEASES
All children and teens who participate in family ministry activities at CELC are required to
have up-to-date health and permission
forms on file at the church. As well,
CELC requests that all adults sign the
photo release form so that we know
whether we have your permission to
use photos of you and your family in
CELC publications, including the web site. This will
help us make sure our publications accurately reflect
our community and the ministries of CELC. We thank
you in advance for your help. For copies of these
forms, please contact Laura North (301-652-5160 or
laura@heartmindsoul.com).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, speak
to Lisa Bente or email her at carpedm28@juno.com.
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Children’s Inn Ministry
We are adopting the Children’s Inn at NIH during May!
The Children’s Inn at NIH is partnering with the Bethesda faith community. CELC has been invited to provide spiritual support to children who have a serious
illness and their families while in Bethesda. The Inn’s
purpose is to create a place like home. Our support is
pivotal to providing a strong spiritual support network
for the children and their families as they are away from
their home and facing the challenges that accompany a
serious illness.
We are adopting The Inn during May—to provide support for Children’s Inn. We will offer special prayers for
the children and families staying at The Inn.
We will also be providing dinner for the families at The
Inn on Tuesday, May 29. In the coming days you we
will able to sign up to help provide part of the meal
and/or serve the meal that evening at 6:00 pm.
We are also helping to fill the “Help Yourself” Pantry.
Often families arrive late at night after the grocery run
and do not have food for dinner or breakfast or may not
have sufficient funds to purchase food. Items needed for
the pantries include small individual boxes of cereal,
individual serving-size containers of applesauce, puddings, Jell-O, fruit, cup of noodles, juice boxes, cans of
soup, spaghetti, vegetables, pasta and sauces, baby food,
and Latin food such as canned and dried beans, rice,
salsa, and tortilla mix. You will find a box in the narthex
labeled “Children’s Inn.” Please drop off your donations
for the pantry anytime.

My Neighbor’s Shoes
Dear Creator of Comfort and Hope,
May we be a part of the wellness that the children
and families experience while at the National Institutes
of Health and The Children’s Inn. May we allow our
consciences to be raised as we remember them to you
this month.
Creator of Comfort and Hope, May the children and
their caregivers have restful nights while away from
home.
Creator of Comfort and Hope, May they feel companionship during times of uncertainty.
Creator of Comfort and Hope, May a spirit of hospitality surround them, and in turn, bring strength.
Creator of Comfort and Hope, During times of pain
and stress, may resilience emerge.
Creator of Comfort and Hope, May the gifts of
friendship mark their journey at The Inn.
Creator of Comfort and Hope, As kind neighbors,
may we be a loyal reminder of God’s love while they are
in our midst.
Creator of Comfort and Hope, As the children and
families continue their quest for a cure for their rare
diseases, may we truly recognize the contribution they
are making toward the wellbeing of all of us here today,
as well as generations to follow.
Creator of Comfort and Hope, May the warmth of
our local faith community be a part of their hope and
healing.
Creator of Comfort and Hope, please hear our
prayers, and may we all hear your voice leading us forward into our community. Amen.

Contact Laura in the church office (301-652-5160 or
laura@heartmindsoul.com) with your offers to help!
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Children and Family Ministry
A Family Garden

Used Bibles

May is the perfect time
to plant a family garden
to tend over the summer. Let your kids pick
out their favorite vegetables and flowers to
plant. (Kids will be
more excited to care for plants if
they like to eat the food they produce.) Encourage your kids to help
with planting, watering, weeding,
and picking. And if you don’t have
a yard for your garden, consider
planting a flower box or container
garden indoors or on a patio.

For the next several Sundays, our upper elementary youth will spend Sunday
mornings getting to know their Bibles.

After planting, read aloud 1 Corinthians 3:7 and remind your kids
that just as they’ll care for their
garden, God case for them.

This is part of a "family ministry system"
that places an emphasis on learning for parents and children together during every day
of the week, not just with teachers
on Sunday mornings.

From Children’s Ministry Magazine,
May/June 2007

Bethany, Liyanga, Taylor, and their parents are taking part in a “Used Bible”
series. Laura will “walk” with the girls through each book of the Bible,
literally highlighting a verse from each book.
The girls learn that their Bibles are books we
want them to read and use, not just keep on a
shelf.
At the end of our time together, the girls are
presented with their "used Bibles" with blessings and prayers during worship by their parents. We will be doing this on Sunday, May
20.

If you have any questions about CELC’s Family Ministry, please contact Laura North, minister of children and families,
in the church office at 301-652-5160 or by email at laura@heartmindsoul.com. You can also visit the Family Ministry
area of our website, www.heartmindsoul.com.

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Christ Jesus…)
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)
Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (service)
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (worship)

… Developing families of faith
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This Is Friendship
The Bible says that friendship—community—is one of
the richest experiences you can have in life. It makes
your heart healthier. It helps keep you steady in a
storm. It ends your aloneness. God wired us (made us;
created us) up to know and be known, to love and be
loved, to serve and be served, to celebrate and be celebrated.
What question do we ask almost everybody whenever
we see them? “How are you doing?” The standard answers usually are, “Fine,” “Good,” or “Not Bad.”
What if you asked the question this way, “How are you
doing, really?” “How are you doing, really—because I
have a few moments and would love to listen to whatever it is that you would like to talk about. How are
things at work, really? How are things at home,
really?” This is FRIENDSHIP, Small Groups, Bible
study, Prayer groups, Sunday morning Christian Education, recovery, healing, or support groups, discipleship
groups, ministry groups.
Another question Bill Hybel uses is, “What are you
thinking right now?” This question is more than a request for information. It is a statement of LOVE. It is a
way of saying, “Whatever is important to you right
now—whatever is on your mind—is important to me. I
want to know it.” This is FRIENDSHIP, Small Groups,

Bible study, Prayer groups,
Sunday morning Christian Education, recovery, healing, or
support groups, a Discipleship
class.
This is the beginning of an
“information series” for you to
learn more about CELC’s discipleship, ministry, and support,
healing, and recovery small
groups—community. It truly is
all about FRIENDSHIPS, RELATIONSHIPS, AND LOVE.
Jesus said: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength…Love
your neighbor as yourself. No other commandment is
greater than these.”— Mark 12:30-31
If you would like more information on how to “Get Connected” with a CELC small group/community, please
email or talk to Sanna Solem (sannasolem@google.com or
301-.571-0050), or Larry Goolsby (lgoolsby@aphsa.org or
301-946-6479), or Florence Heacock, Minister of Small
Groups, (flohea@heartmindsoul.com or 301-452-2491).

The Table
[A Willow Creek ministry]
Part 1, Daily Table
Sunday, May 20, 2007, 12:30-2:30 pm
Hospitality Room
“A pattern that we see throughout Jesus’ ministry was engaging in mealtimes with others.
Individuals and families must make a “Table experience” a top priority. A healthy day for everyone should include
regular patterns of sleep, the routines of work or school, but then there has to be “relational time”, where work is
put down and we hang out with family and adjust our lives to the rhythms and patterns of God, we will live happier and healthier lives.
Sunday, May 20th will be an opportunity for you to experience “The Table” with the CELC community. This will
be the first in a three-part series on the teaching of “the table and the neighborhood”. For more information please
contact Sanna Solem (sannasolem@google.com or 301-571-0050), Larry Goolsby (lgoolsby@aphsa.org or 301946-6479), or Florence Heacock, Minister of Small Groups (flohea@heartmindsoul.com.or 301-452-2491).
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Martha’s Table
For more than a year, we have had
the wonderful opportunity to serve
dinner to the homeless through
Martha’s Table in Washington, DC.

we’ve also had co-workers and
friends of our youth join us.
We carpool from Christ Lutheran,
leaving the church no later than
4:00 pm and returning sometime
around 7:00 pm. We meet in the
small parking lot off of Glenbrook
Road, on the side of the church
building. Jeff Leach, Steve North,
and Richard Czypinski are trained
drivers; we need you to ride along
and help serve the food.

We began this ministry after the
youth participated in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine in November 2005. As part of the weekend,
the youth made sandwiches and
took them down to Martha’s Table.
They were touched by the story of
the organization and how it serves
the homeless and decided they
wanted to participate. So they
signed up!
Now, on the third Saturday of every
month, a group of volunteers serves
soup, sandwiches, dessert, and
drinks to dozens of men, women,
and children out of a mobile soup
kitchen van provided by Martha’s
Table.
Once again, this past March, as part
of the 30 Hour Famine, our youth
and their leaders again made sandwiches and took them down to Martha’s Table. This year, they also got
to serve the homeless as part of our
monthly commitment.

Many of the youth who were part of
the 30 Hour Famine and helped
serve the homeless with Martha’s
Table said it was one of the most
meaningful parts of the weekend.
“It was an experience I will never
forget,” offered one of our youth.
Please prayerfully consider committing three hours of your time in the
upcoming months. If you are already participating in this ministry,
spread the word to your friends,
neighbors, and co-workers about
your experience. In addition to
members of our CELC community,

Please sign up on the Service Opportunities bulletin board in the narthex or speak with Jill or Steve
North.
The list of participants in this ministry is growing each month. Thanks
to all who serve the needs of the
community in this way:
Kaitlyn Blair, June Bradley, Tim
Bradley, Martin Brockman, Richard
Czypinski, Ingrid Dallaire, Kara
Estelle, Nate Kenney, Jeff Leach,
Taylor Leach, Andy Marth, Andy
Masetti, Paula Mathis, Barry
McVicker, Jill North, Laura North,
Steve North, Lisa Stechschulte, and
Jack Smith.

Join ShelterWalk ‘n Roll 2007 on Saturday, May 5, 1:00 pm,
at Rio Entertainment Center to raise awareness about homelessness in our community and support the Montgomery
County Coalition for the Homeless’ shelters and programs.
The registration fee, which includes a ShelterWalk ‘n Roll tshirt, is $25 for adults ($20 for online preregistration), $15 for
children under 18 and with a college ID, and free for children
under 5 years of age. For more information, contact Jenny at
the MCCH office at 301-217-0314 ext. 16 or visit their website at www.mcch.net.
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Creation Care
StepItUp07
The StepItUp07 Rally was held on the National Mall
on April 14. Rallies were held throughout the country
to raise awareness among the country’s leaders, asking
them to act immediately to stop global warming and to
cut carbon by 80% by 2050. Florence Heacock read the
English translation of Psalm 8, with Hebrew and Arabic chants of the Psalm.

Hebrew and English reading of
Psalm 8
O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the
earth! Who has set they glory above the heavens. Out
of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained
strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest
still the enemy and the avenger. When I consider thy
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the
stars, which thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou
art mindful of him? And the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made him a little lower than
the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works
of thy hands; though hast put all things under his feet;
All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;
The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. O Lord our
Lord, how excellent is they name in all the earth!
Arabic and English reading of:
In the name of God, the Father Almighty
The Beneficent Hath made known the Qur’an. He hath
created man. He hath taught him utterance. The sun and
the moon are made punctual. The stars and the trees
prostrate.And the sky He hath uplifted; and He hath set
the measure,That ye exceed not the measure, But observe the measure strictly, nor fall short thereof. And
the earth hath He appointed for (His) creatures,
Wherein are fruit and seathed palm-trees, Husked grain
and scented herb. Which is it, of the favours of your
Lord, that ye deny?”

Energy Wisdom
For Your Home
The fourth in our series
of Creation Care forums is Thursday, April
26, 7:00-9:00 pm. This
educational workshop
facilitated by Eric
Coffman, Senior Energy Planer, Montgomery County will help
YOU find the energysavings opportunities
you need to avoid the
cooling season budget crunch. It will highlight options
for improving the energy efficiency of your current or
future home by choosing measures that provide a high
rate of return for your investment and maintain a comfortable living space.
Topics to be discussed include insulating windows and
doors, heating systems, air conditioning systems, lighting, and programmable thermostats.
FREE compact fluorescent light bulb (CFL) give
away! The Department of Environmental Protection
will provide each participant this low-cost measure that
can save you up to $50 over the life of the lamp and
will show participants the proverbial light of how new
technology can provide efficiency and performance.
For more information on the Creation Care Series,
please email creationcare@heartmindsoul.com.

Upcoming Creation Care
Public Forums
May 17—"Buying Clean Energy"
June 28—"Water Conservation"
July 26—"Recycling and Pre-cycling"
August 23 —"Toxins"

The Connection
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Development Update
As previously reported, last November Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) and Bozzuto Homes filed
the zoning application that requested reclassification
from the R-60 (Residential, One-Family) Zone to the
PD-44 or PD-68 (Planned Development) Zone for
1.8688 acres, located at the CELC properties at Old
Georgetown Road, and Rugby and Glenbrook Avenues
in Bethesda.

Have you examined compatibility with neighborhood?
Yes with both code and design as shown on drawings.

As part of the public process, CELC invited neighbors,
Home Owners Associations, and interested parties to an
informational meeting on April 16th at 7:00 pm in the
sanctuary. Approximately 30 people attended.

Will people buy units with fire department next door?
Yes, that fact was taken into consideration, but sale of
units is not a risk for CELC, but only for Bozzuto.

The session was hosted by Pastor Marv with presentations from Steve Kaufman, Senior Attorney of Linowes
and Blocher, LLP; Mark Taylor, VP Bozzuto Homes;
and Michael Foster, Principal of MTFA Architecture
Inc. The brief presentations included the long history,
as well as future plans, of CELC’s mission in Bethesda
by Pastor Marv. Steve Kaufman detailed the rezoning
code and application process with the county. Mark
Taylor then described Bozzuto’s experience and plans
for the condo space, and Michael Foster concluded
with design plans and the development’s compatibility
with the surrounding area.
The meeting was then opened to questions from the
audience. Some of the questions asked and answered
included:
How many units are planned? How many are MPDU
(Moderately Priced Dwelling Units)? 107 total with 17
being MPDUs.
What is parking and traffic impact? All parking is underground and traffic is within permitted State and
County guidelines.
How wide will the driveway at Old Georgetown be?
Widened for 2 one way lanes.
What exterior lights will be used in condos? Up lighting and nothing offensive.
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What have you done regarding outreach to singlefamily homes? Have held multiple meetings over past
two years.
Will you underground the utilities? Yes.

Are we renovating the existing church as part of the
project? Yes.
To assist with the presentation and questions, the pictures on page 9 were shared. They include aerial views
of current and proposed site in comparison with the
surrounding neighborhood.
The next step is an internal county meeting on April 24,
with the full LMA or Local Map Amendment Hearing
Examiners session scheduled for June 1, 2007. That
hearing should then lead to decisions on the site and
construction plans. Given the current county timing and
backlog on all projects, Bozzuto representatives suggested that assuming positive decisions of those steps,
that the start of construction most likely would be
scheduled for 4Q2008 or 1Q2009. That would be followed by a construction period of approximately 24
months with occupancy planned for 4Q2010 or
1Q2011. The GGT Steering Committee (GGT SC) is in
negotiations for appropriate transition space in the Bethesda area.
The Connection and other CELC vehicles will continue
to be used to keep the congregation and other stakeholders up to date. Please continue to bring questions to
Council or GGT SC members Ray Albright, Don Cuming, Jeff Leach, Andy Masetti, Mark Miller, Steve Peth
or Pastor Marv.
Barry Lemley for the GGT SC

Development Update

Aerial view of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church’s current buildings (above) and after
(below) proposed development. (Photos courtesy of MFTA.)

The Connection
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Hosanna! Hosanna!

Making crosses from our palm branches

Praying before our Palm Sunday parade

Ready for the parade to begin

The next day the great crowd that had come for the
Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.
They took palm branches and went out to meet him,
shouting,
“Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord!” “Blessed is the King of Israel!”
(John 12:12-13)
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Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed!

Praise Band rehearsing to lead us in joyous worship

Seeing Is Believing!
Mary Magdalene went to
the disciples with
the news:
“I have seen the Lord!”
(John 20:18)

The Greet and Treat Ministry was a family affair

Our elementary children enjoyed
an Easter Egg hunt

The Connection

11

Small Group Ministries
“They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life together, the common meal, and the
prayers ... And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in common” (Acts 2:42, 44)
You are warmly invited to participate in these spiritual, faith-based opportunities. It’s clear that God blesses us when we
meet together, fellowship together, study together—share life together. Unless another contact is listed, please contact
Florence Heacock, small group minister (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com), or Sanna Solem of the small groups
administrative team (301-571-0050) for more information. Also, if you are interested in leading a small group or are interested in a small group not listed, please contact Florence Heacock or Sanna Solem.
Small Group Leaders Forum—Saturdays, 8:00-9:00 am, The Upper
Room: May 5, June 2, July 14, and August 4.
Challenging Lifestyles—Bible studies for 21st century challenging lifestyles. First session begins at 10:15 am and second session begins at 11 am on Sundays in the Upper Room.
Contact Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479 or
lgoolsby@aphsa.org).
Questions of Life is a course on Christianity for new,
returning, and mature believers, with prayer, a DVD/book presentation,
discussion, fellowship and a meal. Date and time TBA. Contact Florence
Heacock (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
Women’s Recovery Group is a 12-step, Christian recovery ministry based
on the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) that uses eight principles as well as fellowship and God’s healing powers to help heal hurts and overcome personal
defects and replace them with life’s abundance. Sundays, 7:00-9:00 pm,
the Upper Room. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491 or flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
Couples Home Group meets for in-depth Bible study, spiritual growth,
fellowship, love, support, and prayer. Place and time TBA. Contact Laura
North (laura@heartmindsoul or 301-652-5160).
Coed Home Group offers Bible study, prayer, and fellowship. Place and
time TBA. Contact Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com or 301452-2491) or Sanna Solem (301-571-0050).

Martha Circle, a Bible
study based on material
provided by the Women of
the ELCA, meets at 10:00
am on the third Tuesday of
each month. Contact Mary
Merrick (301-571-7212).
Rachel Circle, a Bible study based on
material provided by the Women of the
ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm on the second
Tuesday of each month. Contact Alice
Daniel (301-949-4688).
THRIVE, for women seeking in-depth
Bible study, meets September-May,
9:00-10:30 am on the first and third Saturdays each month. Breakfast included.
Contact Sanna Solem at 301-571-0050.
Young Women’s Small Group, for
women in their 20s and early 30s. Place
and time TBA. Contact Sanna Solem
(301-517-0050) or Florence Heacock
(301-452-2491).
A Life Worth Living, based on the book
of Philippians, starts soon. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491).

Men's Master Builders meets for in-depth Bible study with a focus on
men’s issues at 9:00 am on the first and third Saturdays in the Hospitality
Room. Contact Steve Peth (sptopeka@earthlink.net or 301-564-1232) or
Tim Bradley (301-977-0906 or tbradley4001@yahoo.com).
The Reader’s Circle meets for faith-based book study and reflection.
Place and time TBA. Contact Pam Vodicka (301-215-9141 or
vodickap@yahoo.com).
CELC’s Prayer Room I is open for prayer Sundays, 8:15 am– noon. Prayer Room II is open for prayer throughout the
week. Prayer Ministry contacts are Paula Mathis (mathispaula@cs.com) or Laura North (laura@heartmindsoul.com or
301-652-5160).
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The Secret of Living Gracefully
(continued from page 1)

of our hands for us! " (90: 17). Another psalm prays: "Teach me to
do Your will, for You are my God.
May Your good spirit guide me on
level ground. For Your Name's
sake, O Lord, preserve me; in Your
justice free me from distress" (Psalm 143:10-11).

Costly
Grace

The early church struggled to free
itself from the sensible-sounding,
"self-help," grace-diluting schemes
suggested by a guy named Pelagius. Saint Augustine reminded the
Church that there is nothing a Godcreated humanity can do to earn
favor. In the words of Christian
writer Frederick Buechner:
"There's nothing you have to do.
There's nothing you have to do.
There's nothing you have to do."
The text from Acts makes clear
that it is only after individuals and
communities receive God's gift of
grace that they become capable of
performing those same good works
that Pelagius mistakenly deemed
meritorious.
After the renowned rock guitarist
Stevie Ray Vaughn was killed in a
helicopter crash in the summer of
1990, his family requested that
"Amazing Grace" be sung at his
funeral service. Reflecting
Vaughn's standing in the music

community, Bonnie Raitt, Stevie
Wonder, and Jackson Browne were
honored to lead those gathered in
singing the hymn. The crowd knew
the words to at least the first verse,
but stopped singing, and heard that
trio's a cappella concluding rendition of "Amazing Grace." Dr. Barry
Bailey, the officient of the service,
commented on the power of watching and listening to this performance. Bailey was especially touched
by the poignancy of Stevie Wonder's singing "I once was blind but
now I see." The hymn rang true
even for the blind performer, Bailey
insists, because the song speaks of
the universal blindness of our hearts
and our spirits, not our individual
eyes. "Amazing grace" means we
can never receive grace by the right
belief or by our own goodness—it is
amazing because it is free and undeserved and available to all.
In 418 the Church formally condemned Pelagianism, yet its spirit
has returned again and again. In the
late medieval period Martin Luther
endeavored to scrape away the layers of spiritual merits and demerits
that clogged up the church's understanding of free grace like so many
seasons of barnacles. By rediscovering Paul's insight that we experience
One of the most reassuring aspects of
Christian life is the
Biblical knowledge
that we do not have to
do everything on our
own. The challenge of
living as a disciple is
made possible through
the gift of great
grace—charis—from
the Spirit.

"justification by faith through
grace," Martin Luther inspired the
reformation of the Church itself.
The medieval church made God's
grace a prize that believers struggled to earn and then felt a certain
self-righteous pride in attaining. In
more recent times the church has
found yet another way to make
grace conform to our human categories. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a 20th
century martyred church leader,
coined the phrase "cheap grace" to
express how the Church presents
itself as offering an easy solution to
our problems. In a misguided effort
to make the church accessible to
everyone and offensive to no one,
we pass around God's grace on a
paper plate, rather than approaching
it with awe and wonder.
Paul recognized grace as the touchstone of the Church's unique message of hope and salvation. The
"cheap grace" Bonhoeffer warns us
against primarily focuses on the
individual receiving a free gift, forgetting the cost incurred by the
giver. Great grace, as experienced
by individuals in community, demands that we acknowledge this
gift with "graciousness." A life redeemed by grace should naturally
become a gracious life. Return
grace with graciousness. God's
grace to each of us should be made
manifest in our gracious hospitable
reception of each other. God's grace
is enough to sustain the fragile ties
of community and propel disciples
into bold witnessing.
In Christ,
Pastor Marv
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Our prayer list…

Prayer
Ministry

Prayer Corner
Megan Condon; Oscar Line; family of Jackie
Meyer; family of Travis Pfister; Bridget and
Michael Rybacki; Christine Weeks; family of
Edith Moskaluk; family and friends of Lynn
Eckels; Kristina Gentner; Jeff; Daniel Smith;
Betty Sutermeister; Grace Bowden; Ann Ricahrdson; Gail Gerhart; Diana; Dr. Matthew
and Nancy Sleeth; Grace Lloyd-Davies; Jackie
Meyer; Niina Tang; Ruby Yoshioka; Stephanie
Coleman; Guy Bradley; Robert Corbey; the Barnes family; Danny Strunk; Margaret Day;
Nancy Lewis; the young men of Nick’s Place;
Terry and Jane Seaks; Willem Scheltema;
Robert and Noah Harris; Nancy Harris; the ministry of the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala

CELC’s Prayer Room I is open
for prayer from 8:15 am– noon on
Sundays. Prayer Room II is open
for prayer throughout the week.
Prayer Ministry contacts are
Paula Mathis (mathispaula
@cs.com) and Laura North
(laura@heartmindsoul.com).
To add a prayer request to the
prayer contact Laura North (301652-5160 or laura@heartmind
soul.com). Prayer lists are available in the narthex and in the Sunday morning worship bulletins.

Fair Trade Coffee
The Fair Trade coffee is here!
Fair Trade provides the means for small farmers to make enough money to support
themselves while using the premiums to improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:
• pillow packets (pre-ground) of Regular (Mind Body Soul) and Decaf (Columbian).
Each pillow packet makes one pot (about 64 oz) of coffee ($2)
• whole bean Regular Mind Body Soul and Regular Breakfast Blend ($7 for 12-oz
pkg)
• 12-oz packages of whole bean and ground Organic decaf ($7)
• 16-oz packages of ground regular Organic Sister’s Blend ($8)
To learn more about this coffee, visit www.equalexchange.com Any proceeds from the
coffee will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the Christian school for impoverished children in Guatemala.
Please contact Lisa Bente to purchase your coffee (carpedm28@juno.com).
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Sunday

Monday

May 2007

Tuesday

1

Wednesday Thursday

2

13

5
Small Group
Leaders
8:00-9:00 am
Women—Thrive
9:00-10:30
Men’s Master
Builders
9:00-10:30

8

9

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

Worship:
9:45
Contemporary
11:15
Traditional

4

Choir
7:30 pm

Adult Bible study: Part 1:
10:15; Part 2: 11:00 am;
Alpha: 10:45 am
Pathfinders for children:
11:00 am

7

Saturday

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Sunday morning
opportunities:

6

3

Friday

10

11

12

18

19

Praise Band
6:30 pm
Choir
7:30 pm

14

9:45 & 11:15
Worship

15

16

17

Martha Circle
10:00 am

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Council Meeting
7:00 pm

Choir
7:30 pm

Women
9:00-10:30
Men
9:00-10:30
Martha’s Table

20

21

22

23

9:45 & 11:15
Worship

24

25

26

Creation Care
7:00-9:00 pm

12:30 pm
The Table, Part 1

27
9:45 & 11:15
Worship

28

29
Dinner at The
Children’s Inn
6:00 pm

30
Please see page 12 of this newsletter
or the Sunday morning bulletin for
small group ministry opportunities

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com
The Rev. Marvin Tollefson
Pastor
vacant
Minister of Youth, Young Adults
& Community Care
Laura North
Minister of Children & Families
Office Administrator
Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music
Kate Scott
Organist & Pianist
Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups
W. Karunaratne
Administrator of Finance

Sunday Schedule
9:45 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
“Challenging Lifestyles” (part 1)
in the Upper Room
“Questions of Life” Alpha course
in the Hospitality Room
“Challenging Lifestyles” (part 2)
in the Upper Room
Pathfinders for children
in the second-floor education wing
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran!
Questions? Please call Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

Church Council
Steve North, president
Jeff Leach, vice president
Larry Goolsby, secretary
George Wenchel, treasurer

June Connection Deadline
Submissions for the June issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Sunday, May 20. Please drop them off in the box
on Laura’s office door or e-mail them to
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

Greg Beyer, June Bradley,
Ingrid Dallaire, Paula Mathis,
Maura Miller, and Joan Williams

New to CELC?
Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

