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The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ and to transform all people into fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.

What is Intelligent Design?

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your
mind…. Love your neighbor as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

Intelligent Design is the study of patterns in nature that are best explained
as the result of intelligence.—William A. Dembski
Design theory also called design or the design argument is the view that
nature shows tangible signs of having been designed by a preexisting
intelligence. It has been around, in one form or another, since the time of
ancient Greece. The most famous version of the design argument can be
found in the work of theologian William Paley, who in 1802 proposed his
"watchmaker" thesis.
His reasoning went like this: In crossing a heath, suppose I pitched my foot
against a stone, and were asked how the stone came to be there; I might
possibly answer, that, for anything I knew to the contrary, it had lain there
for ever. … ...But suppose I had found a watch upon the ground, and it
should be inquired how the watch happened to be in that place; I should
hardly think the answer which I had before given [would be sufficient].[1]
To the contrary, the fine coordination of all its parts would force us to
conclude that the watch must have had a maker: that there must have
existed, at some time, and at some place or other, an artificer or artificers,
who formed it for the purpose which we find it actually to answer; who
comprehended its construction, and designed its use. [2]
(continued on page 14)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com,
to begin receiving our weekly
e-newsletter.

The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered at both
worship services, every Sunday morning. We offer traditional wine and grape juice. This is to honor our children and those adults who would like a grape juice alternative. Two crystal chalices are
used; the grape juice will appear
dark red and the communion wine
will appear white. If you would like
more information about communion, please contact Pastor Marv.

SUNDAY MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
CELC shares Sunday morning announcements on the
projector screen before worship. Please email ministry
announcements in PowerPoint to Pastor Marv at
marv@heartmindsoul.com by 5:00 pm on the Wednesday
before the announcement should be made. Two slides
maximum.. (If you don’t know how to use PowerPoint,
contact one of the staff and we will teach you.)
We encourage you to share
public witnesses (stories) of
how God is at work in your
lives. This encourages and
lifts up other Christians and
helps plant seeds for nonChristians. To share a story,
please speak to Pastor
Marv.
Other opportunities to publicize ministries/events include
the weekly e-newsletter (email Pastor Marv at
marv@heartmindsoul.com) and the Sunday bulletin
(email Laura North at laura@heartmindsoul.com). We
also encourage you to come to worship early to greet and
talk with people about your ministry/event.
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PERMISSION FORMS AND
PHOTO RELEASES
All children and teens who participate in family ministry activities at CELC are required to have up-to-date
health and permission forms on file at
the church. As well, CELC requests
that all adults sign the photo release
form so that we know whether we have
your permission to use photos of you
and your family in CELC publications,
including the web site. This will help
us make sure our publications accurately reflect our
community and the ministries of CELC. We thank you
in advance for your help. For copies of these forms,
please contact Laura North (301-652-5160 or
laura@heartmindsoul.com).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, speak
to Lisa Bente or email her at carpedm28@juno.com.

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Marvin Tollefson, Pastor

February 22, 2007
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Our Annual Congregational Meeting is Sunday, March 11, 10:30 am. Please remember that Daylight Savings Time
begins this day—turn your clocks ahead one hour before going to bed Saturday night.
At this meeting we will receive the report of the Ministries of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church for 2006. We will
also vote on four motions:
Approval of the minutes of congregational meetings in 2006
Approval of nominees for the Council
Approval of nominee to chair the Mission Endowment Fund
Approval of the proposed budget for 2007
If you have additional motions, they must be submitted in writing to me by Sunday, February 25. Any additional motions will be reviewed by the Church Council.
Town hall information sessions are designed to provide you an opportunity to gain more information and ask questions of our Council and GGT leaders. An update on the plans for our development will be provided. Information will
also be available on the proposed 2007 budget.
The first of two town hall information sessions is this Sunday, February 25, at 12:30 pm, following the worship service. Soup and bread will be served during this session.
The second is planned for Saturday, March 3, 10:30 am. Both will be in the Hospitality Room.
The same information will be available at both sessions. Please choose a time that fits with your schedule. Mark your
calendars now to come hear more about future plans and how you may actively engage in implementing God’s mission and vision for our church.
Yours in Christ,

Steve North
Council and Congregational President

8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Welcome, Equip, Send

Phone: 301.652.5160
Fax: 301.652.2301
Email: clc@heartmindsoul.com
Website: www.heartmindsoul.com

3030-Hour Famine
Every day, over 29,000 children die from preventable diseases (such as
malnutrition, malaria, diarrhea, and acute respiratory infections), totaling
10.6 million children per year. (UNICEF State of the World’s Children
2005)
300 million children around the world suffer from hunger. (UNICEF
2005)
In developing countries, one child in 10 dies before his or her fifth birthday. By comparison, in the U.S. one child in 165 will die before turning
five years old. (Bread for the World Hunger Basics 2004)
Children who are moderately underweight are more than four times more
likely to die from infectious diseases than are well-nourished children.
(UNDP Human Development Report 2005)
More than 852 million people in the world are malnourished – 815 million of them are in developing countries. (FAO State of Food Insecurity in
the World 2004)

Together, we can make a difference!!
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To you, it’s just:

To a hungry child, it’s:

$1

A song download

Food for a whole day

$3

A smoothie

A days’ food for the family

$30

A few takeout pizzas

Meals for the month

$180 A new camera phone

Food, care for 6 months

$360 Latest gaming system

Food for the entire year
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3030-Hour Famine
Youth of our CELC congregation and their friends are choosing
to make a difference. They are getting ready to take part in
World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine on March 17-18. The 30Hour Famine raises awareness and money to fight hunger overseas and in the United States.
During the 30 hours the youth go without food (consuming
only liquids) and learn about world hunger and poverty. They
will also participate in our monthly ministry at Martha’s Table,
serving food to the homeless in Washington, DC. As part of
this ministry, they will be making 200 peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches while fasting to take down to Martha’s Table that
night.

Martha’s Table
provides a great
opportunity for families
to serve together.
Help others who would
otherwise go hungry.
See page 13 for more
information.

No one has to die from hunger… but they do.
World hunger is 100% preventable. It’s completely up to those
of us who have enough to eat to solve the problem. There’s
plenty of food to go around.
It’s all about getting the food where it’s needed.
Those of us who have an abundance of food need to speak up
and take action for those who do not and cannot…. To make
sure the problem stops growing—and killing.
While the problem is huge, the solution is not. It only takes
about $30 a month, roughly $1 a day, to feed and care for a
child in most developing countries. A mere $360 will provide
for those life-saving needs for an entire year. Here’s how you
can help:
Pray. Pray for the youth participating in the famine and their leaders Richard Czypinski and Lisa Stechschulte, that their
hearts and minds are touched by the weekend’s experience. Pray for the children around the world who go hungry
every day, not just for 30 hours.
Help with the sandwich ministry. Donate peanut butter, jelly, or whole wheat and white bread. Come to CELC Saturday
morning, March 18, at 10:00 am to help make the sandwiches.
Come along side our youth and contribute to the 30-Hour Famine. Our goal is $5,000! Please sign up on the clipboard
Worship on Sunday, March 18 and hear about the experiences of our youth!
Pray.
Look for more information in the Sunday worship bulletins and on our website (www.heartmindsoul.com)
Jill North is the coordinator. Please contact her at jillpop123@yahoo.com for more information.

The Connection
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Creation Care—
Care—Global Warming
Psalm 104:24, 27-30—O Lord, what a variety of things you nave made! In wisdom you have made them all.
The earth is full of your creatures….Every one of these depends on you to give them their food as they need
it. When you supply it, they gather it. You open your hand to feed them, and they are satisfied. But if you turn
away from them, they panic. When you take away their breath, they die and turn again to dust. When you
send your Spirit, new life is born to replenish all the living of the earth.
Thursday night, February 22, 7:00-9:00 pm, Creation Care Ministry held its second
monthly public forum, the theme being “The ABC’s of Global Warming.” Featured
speakers Lise Van Susteren, forensic psychologist and local advocate, presented
and discussed Al Gore’s Oscar-nominated An Inconvenient Truth about global
warming, the threats of it, and suggestions as to how you and I can help in the
global warming issue. Janet Ranganathan, Director of World Resources Institute’s
People and Ecosystems Program, presented and discussed goals to reverse the
rapid global degradation of ecosystems and assure their capacity to provide humans with needed goods and services. Janet works with business, government and
other stakeholders in the way ecosystems are managed.
Contributing speakers were Allison Fisher, Coordinator for Greater Washington
Interfaith Power and Light; Tom Ralph, tax lawyer by day who serves on the Executive Committee for the Montgomery County Group of Maryland for the Sierra
Club; and Amanda Hass, Vice President of the Montgomery County Student Environmental Activists. They shared information and brochures (which are located in
the Collonade) as ways to get involved to “make a difference” in Montgomery
County, your homes and personal lives, and your local businesses. One of many suggestions is that when you shop at
Strosneider’s hardware store in Bethesda, ask if they have a “green products counter”. If not, could they start one!
The audience included members of the congregation, friends, members of nearby congregations, government and community representatives, including Sarah Holstine of Congressman Chris Van Hollen’s office and Suzanne Carbone of
the Rockville Library.
Monthly forums are set for the fourth Thursday of each month, 7:00-9:00 pm at CELC. The March 22nd forum will
provide you an opportunity to “Learn about sustainable planning, design, maintenance and operational practices that
help new and existing buildings to be more environmentally friendly—Green Building”.
For more information on how you can get involved, please contact Creation Care Steering
Committee members Larry Goolsby, Lalanath De
Silva, Florence Heacock, Pam Vodicka, Sanna
Solem or Barry Lemley or
www.heartmindsoul.com/creation or (301) 6525160 ext 8.
"You faithfully answer our prayers with awesome
deed, O God our savior….You take care of the
earth and water it, making it rich and fertile. The
rivers of God will not run dry; they provide a
bountiful harvest of grain, for you have ordered
it so.” —Psalm 65:5, 9
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Just Walk Across
the Room
Dr. Wanda McNeill has again agreed to address a Retreat
sponsored by the Women of Christ Lutheran Church, to be
held on Saturday, March 31 from 9:30 am until 3:00 pm in
the Hospitality Room at CELC. The cost will be $15.00.
Those of you who have attended these gatherings in the past
know that Dr. McNeill is a thoughtful and practical speaker
who brings a message relevant to our lives and times.
Beginning Sunday, March 4
One session of
“Just Walk Across the Room”
will be shown in the sanctuary
four (consecutive) Sundays
at
10:45-11:15 am
(between worship services)

Her topic will be "ARE YOU READY?—NO WAY OUT!"
Registration forms are available in the Narthex and, if you
have any questions, please call one of the Coordinators—
Wilma Christ at 301-530-5023 or Dottie Davis Hofstad at
301-598-9657. Come, and bring your friends, for a day of
inspiration, fellowship and sharing.

Fair Trade Coffee
Our new coffee ministry has begun! The Fair Trade coffee is here!
Fair Trade provides the means for small farmers to make enough money to support themselves while using the premiums to improve their standard of living.
Here’s what’s available:
• pillow packets (pre-ground) of Regular (Mind Body Soul) and Decaf (Columbian).
Each pillow packet makes one pot (about 64 oz) of coffee ($2)
• whole bean Regular Mind Body Soul and Regular Breakfast Blend ($7 for 12-oz pkg)
• 12-oz packages of whole bean and ground Organic decaf ($7)
• 16-oz packages of ground regular Organic Sister’s Blend ($8)
To learn more about this coffee, visit www.equalexchange.com Any proceeds from the
coffee will be given to support the ministry of Mi Refugio, the Christian school for impoverished children in Guatemala.
Please contact Lisa Bente to purchase your coffee (carpedm28@juno.com). Thanks, Lisa,
for organizing this new ministry!

The Connection
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Children and Family Ministry
Children and Worship
Matthew 19:14—Jesus said, “Let
the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these.”
Children of all ages are welcome in
worship! If you’re thinking about
having your children join you for
worship, but are uncertain of how to
best make the transition, try these
practical pointers.
Potty Stops—This principle from
road trips applies well whe it come
to church: “Go when you can, not
when you need to.” Take kids to the
restroom before the sevice begins.
Music Mania—Kids love live music and they enjoy singing and dancing. So get into the music! Do motions, clap, sing along, and move!
Kids’ Bags—Activity bags are
hanging on the coat tree inside the
side door in the narthex. Feel free to
take one into worship with you.
Please return after worship.

Helping Hands—Take an active
role in teaching your child to use
the bible. Help look up Scripture
during the service, and encourage
your child to refer back to the
Scripture during the week.
Explain Things—The Lord Supper—Holy Communion—is a
quiet, reflective time. But a gentle
whisper explaining what it is and
why we do it is appropriate. We
can help you with this… Please
call. You never know—you may
receive a blessing from the reminder!
Pray—Prayer is powerful. Your
children are positively impacted
when they wee you model this important faith element. Lead your
children by example when it comes
to prayer!
These ideas were adapted from
Children’s Ministry Magazine,
copyright 2006.
As always, please call if you have
any questions (301-652-5160).
Blessings, Laura North

Wows and
Pows
Start a family mealtime tradition
with this conversation starter. At
the dinner table, have family
members each share something
about their day that made you
say, “Wow! That was great!”
and “Pow. That hurt.” (This is
also known as sharing highs and
lows.)
This prompt will help everyone
reflect on their day and identify
feelings with experiences. Before
clearing the table, pray together
about your experiences. Consider
keeping a journal to watch how
God is working in your family.

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Christ Jesus…)
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)
Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (service)
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (worship)

… Developing families of faith
8
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Small Group Leaders
Forum
Small Group Leaders Forum
Saturday, March 10
8:00-9:30 am
The Upper Room
“The Table”: Part 1, Daily Table will be shown
“A pattern that we see throughout Jesus’
ministry was engaging in mealtimes with
others. Individuals and families must make
a Table experience a top priority. A
healthy day for everyone should include
regular patterns of sleep, the routines of
work or school, but then there has to be
relational time, where work is put down
and we hang out with family and friends and neighbors. As we seek to
emulate the patterns of Jesus and adjust our lives to the rhythms and patterns of God, we will live happier and healthier lives.”

Wednesday
Evenings
in Lent
Join us Wednesday evenings at 6:30
pm this Lenten Season as we begin an
exploration of intelligent design.
Tim Bradley, member of our church
and a Fellow at the C.S. Lewis
Institute, Fairfax, Va will lead our
discussions. Tim will share with you
the nature, scope and depth of this field
of study. Come for the discussion as

All Small Groups Leaders are required to attend.
Please feel free to join us if you currently are not a Small Group Leader
but would like to find out more about it. This is a time for leaders to
gather for prayer, learning, mentoring, fellowship, and breaking of bread
together.
Coffee and Breakfast served
RSVP by Friday, March 9, 5:00 pm
Florence Heacock at flohea@heartmindsoul or 301-452-2491

we touch the surface of both the
microbiology aspects as well as the
relationships in the cosmos that point
to a pre-existing design.
All are invited for a simple meal, singing, prayer and Lenten study—each
Wednesday at 6:30 pm in the Hospitality Room.

Don’t forget—Turn your clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed on Saturday, March 10. The Energy Policy Act of 2005 requires that Daylight Saving
Time begin three weeks earlier (the second Sunday in
March) and extend one week later (the first Sunday in
November).

The Connection
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C.S. Lewis Institute Annual Banquet
C.S.Lewis Institute is holding its 6th Annual Fundraising Banquet on Thursday, March 22nd. Tim and June Bradley are
sponsoring a table (8 guests) for this year's event and are inviting individuals from CLC that might be interested in supporting the Institute in general or potentially participating in the Fellows Program specifically. There is no cost for the
dinner and there will be no direct solicitation, other than the work of the Holy Spirit. The logistic details are below.
Please contact Laura North at the Church before Thursday, March 15th if you would like to attend.
The speaker for the evening is Michael Ramsden and the topic is Being Salt and Light in a Secular World. If you have
not heard Michael before, you are in for a real treat.
As Western culture continues to decline, a deep
darkness has settled over Europe and is spreading
across America. In the midst of this darkness with
all its challenges, Jesus Christ calls us to be the
light of the world. Michael Ramsden will help us
see how to bring the light of Christ to our secular
friends and neighbors. Mark your calendar now to
join us for this special evening of good food, rich
fellowship, powerful teaching and two inspiring testimonies of how God is equipping C.S. Lewis Fellows to impact
secular Washington. This will be a great opportunity to see old friends and meet new ones among the many supporters
and Fellows of the Institute. Michael Ramsden is one of the foremost Christian apologists and a highly respected Evangelical leader in Europe whose ministry reaches around the world. He is European Director of Ravi Zacharias International Ministries, is a Lecturer in Christian Apologetics at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford University, and is a very engaging
speaker. We look forward to seeing you there!
Where:

Fairview Park Marriott
3111 Fairview Park Drive
Falls Church, VA

When:

Speaker:

Michael Ramsden
European Director of Ravi Zacharias International Ministries

Title:

Being Salt and Light in a Secular World

March 22, 2007
7:00-9:00 pm

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, March 11, 2007
10:30 am
(between worship services)
Town Hall Information Sessions
Sunday, February 25, 12:30 pm
Saturday, March 3, 10:30 am
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The Table
Join us in March (Date/time TBA),
in
The Upper Room
Sundays 10:15 and 11 am
for a three-week series
“The Acts 2 church models for us how a community of
believers should live out life in their neighborhoods
through fellowship and the breaking of bread in such a
way that people who are far from God can experience
them daily, can be served by them, and can begin to
want what it is that these believers have.
The Table experience is an important element for the
church. It’s where we express our profound unity in
Christ, and it is what sparks the movement within
neighborhoods.
If invited to our Table experience, Jesus promises to
come—and when He comes, powerful things will take
place and life change will happen.”

Who are these people and why are they smiling?
(Barry Lemley, Florence Heacock,
Janet Ranganathan, Lisa Van Susteren,
and Tom Ralph)
See page 6 to learn about how they recently
spent an evening and how you can too!

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
FRAGRANCE-FREE FAITH COMMUNITY
It has been well documented that exposure to scented products
can heighten symptoms in patients with asthma and allergies,
as well as other systemic problems.
In caring for all God’s people and in consideration of these issues,
CELC respectfully requests
that you refrain from wearing scented products
while worshiping, praying, studying, and/or visiting our faith community.
Examples of these products include (but are not limited to)
colognes, perfumes, deodorants, hand lotions, hair products, body washes, soft soap,
alcohol-based hand cleaners, air fresheners, and fabric softeners.

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to Him.
For He laid the earth’s foundation on the seasAnd built it on the ocean depths.”
(Psalm 24:1 NLT)

The Connection
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Small Group Ministries
“They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life together, the common meal, and the
prayers ... And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in common” (Acts 2:42, 44)
You are warmly invited to participate in these spiritual, faith-based opportunities. It’s clear that God blesses us when we
meet together, fellowship together, study together—share life together. Unless another contact is listed, please contact
Florence Heacock, small group minister (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com), or Sanna Solem of the small groups
administrative team (301-571-0050) for more information. Also, if you are interested in leading a small group or are interested in a small group not listed, please contact Florence Heacock or Sanna Solem.
Small Group Leaders Forum—Evangelism—Just Walk Across the
Room: Saturdays, 8:00-9:30 am, The Upper Room: March 10, April 14,
May 19, and June 9
Challenging Lifestyles—Just Walk Across the Room—
First session begins at 10:15 am and second session begins at 11 am on Sundays in the Upper Room. Contact
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479 or lgoolsby@aphsa.org).
Questions of Life is a course on Christianity for new,
returning, and mature believers, with prayer, a DVD/book presentation,
discussion, fellowship and a meal. It meets at 10:45 in the Hospitality
room. Contact Steve Peth (301-564-1232 or sptopeka@earthlink.net).
Celebrate Recovery for Women is a 12-step, Christian recovery ministry
based on the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) that uses eight principles as well as
fellowship and God’s healing powers to help heal hurts and overcome
personal defects and replace them with life’s abundance. Sundays, 7:008:30 pm, Prayer Room II. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491 or
flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
Couples Home Group meets for in-depth Bible study, spiritual growth,
fellowship, love, support, and prayer. Place and time TBA. Contact Laura
North (laura@heartmindsoul or 301-652-5160).
Coed Home Group offers Bible study, prayer, and fellowship. Place and
time TBA. Contact Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com or 301452-2491) or Sanna Solem (301-571-0050).
Men's Master Builders meets for in-depth Bible study with a focus on
men’s issues at 9:00 am on the first and third Saturdays in the Hospitality
Room. Contact Steve Peth (sptopeka@earthlink.net or 301-564-1232) or
Tim Bradley (301-977-0906 or tbradley4001@yahoo.com).

Martha Circle, a Bible study based on
material provided by the Women of the
ELCA, meets at 10 am on the third Tuesday of each month. Contact Mary
Merrick at 301-571-7212.
Rachel Circle, a Bible study based on
material provided by the Women of the
ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm on the second
Tuesday of each month. Contact Alice
Daniel at 301-949-4688.
THRIVE, for women seeking in-depth
Bible study, meets September-May,
9:00-10:30 am on the first and third Saturdays each month.
Contact Sanna Solem
at 301-571-0050.
Young Women’s
Small Group, for
women in their 20s
and early 30s. Place
and time TBA. Contact Sanna Solem (301-517-0050) or
Florence Heacock (301-452-2491).
A Life Worth Living, based on the book
of Philippians. Contact Florence Heacock
(301-452-2491) or Sanna Solem (301571-0050).

The Reader’s Circle meets for faith-based book study and reflection.
Place and time TBA. Contact Pam Vodicka (301-215-9141 or

CELC’s Prayer Room I is open for prayer Sundays, 8:15 am– noon. Prayer Room II is open for prayer throughout the
week. Prayer Ministry contacts are Paula Mathis (mathispaula@cs.com) or Laura North (laura@heartmindsoul.com or
301-652-5160).
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Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
Family of Travis Pfister; family of Bob Sprague; Bridget and Michael Rybacki; Christine
Weeks; family of Edith Moskaluk; family
and friends of Lynn Eckels; Kristina Gentner; Daniel Smith; Rhea McVicker’s mother;
Betty Sutermeister; Grace Bowden; Ann Ricahrdson; Gail Gerhart; Jeff; Diana; Dr.
Matthew and Nancy Sleeth; Grace LloydDavies; Jackie Meyer; Niina Tang; Ruby
Yoshioka; Stephanie Coleman; Guy Bradley;
Robert Corbey; the Barnes family; Danny
Strunk; Margaret Day; Nancy Lewis; the young men of Nick’s Place;
Robert Condon; Terry and Jane Seaks; Willem Scheltema; Robert and Noah
Harris; Nancy Harris; the ministry of the Mi Refugio school in Guatemala

Prayer Ministry
CELC’s Prayer Room I is open for prayer from 8:15 am– noon on Sundays.
Prayer Room II is open for prayer throughout the week. Prayer Ministry
contacts are Paula Mathis (mathispaula@cs.com) and Laura North
(laura@heartmindsoul.com).
To add a prayer request to the prayer list or to get involved in our prayer
ministry, contact Florence Heacock (flohea@heartmindsoul.com or 301452-2491). Prayer lists are available in the narthex.

Martha’s
Table
We have the wonderful opportunity
to serve dinner to the homeless
through Martha’s Table in Washington, DC.
On the third Saturday of every
month, a group of volunteers serves
soup, sandwiches, dessert, and drinks
to dozens of men, women, and children out of a mobile soup kitchen
van provided by Martha’s Table.
We carpool from
Christ Lutheran,
leaving the church
no later than 4:00
pm and returning
sometime around
7:00 pm. We meet
in the small parking lot off of
Glenbrook Road,
on the side of the
church building. Jeff Leach, Steve
North, and Richard Czypinski are
trained drivers; we need you to ride
along and help serve the food.
Please sign up on the Service Opportunities bulletin board in the narthex
or speak with Jill or Steve North.
The list of participants in this ministry is growing each month. Thanks to
all who serve the needs of the community in this way:

Learn how on pages 4-5

June Bradley, Tim Bradley, Martin
Brockman, Richard Czypinski,
Ingrid Dallaire, Kara Estelle, Jeff
Leach, Taylor Leach, Andy Marth,
Andy Masetti, Paula Mathis, Barry
McVicker, Jill North, Laura North,
and Steve North

The Connection
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What Is Intelligent Design?
(continued from page 1)

Although Darwin had once been an admirer of Paley, Darwin’s own
observations and experiences, especially the cruel, lingering death of
his 9-year-old daughter Annie in 1850 destroyed whatever belief he had
in a just and moral universe. Following the triumph of Darwin’s theory,
design theory was all but banished from biology.
Since the 1980s, however, advances in biology have convinced a new
generation of scholars that Darwin’s theory was inadequate to account
for the sheer complexity of living things. These scholars, chemists,
biologists, mathematicians and philosophers of science began to
reconsider design theory. They formulated a new view of design that
avoids the pitfalls of previous versions.

Paley argued that we can draw the same
conclusion about many natural objects,
such as the eye. Just as a watch’s parts
are all perfectly adapted for the purpose
of telling time, the parts of an eye are all
perfectly adapted for the purpose of
seeing. In each case, Paley argued, we
discern the marks of an intelligent
designer.
Although Paley’s basic notion was
sound, and influenced thinkers for
decades, Paley never provided a rigorous
standard for detecting design in nature.
Detecting design depended on such
vague standards as being able to discern
an object’s "purpose." Moreover, Paley
and other "natural theologians" tried to
reason from the facts of nature to the
existence of a wise and benevolent God.
All of these things made design an easy
target for Charles Darwin when he
proposed his theory of evolution.
Whereas Paley saw a finely-balanced
world attesting to a kind and just God,
Darwin pointed to nature’s imperfections
and brutishness.
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Called intelligent design (ID), to distinguish it from earlier versions of
design theory (as well as from the naturalistic use of the term design),
this new approach is more modest than its predecessors. Rather than
trying to infer God’s existence or character from the natural world, it
simply claims "that intelligent causes are necessary to explain the
complex, information-rich structures of biology and that these causes
are empirically detectable." [3]
1] William Paley, Natural Theology; or, Evidences of
the Existence and Attributes of the Deity, 12th ed.
(London: J. Faulder, 1809), p. 1.
[2] Paley, p. 3.
[3] William A. Dembski, Intelligent Design (Downerıs
Grove, Ill: InterVarsity, 199), p. 106.

Join us Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm this Lenten Season as we
begin an exploration of intelligent design. Tim Bradley, member of
our church and a Fellow at the C.S. Lewis Institute, Fairfax, Va
will lead our discussions. Tim will share with you the nature, scope
and depth of this field of study. Come for the discussion as we touch
the surface of both the microbiology aspects as well as the relationships in the cosmos that point to a pre-existing design. All are invited for a simple meal, singing, prayer and Lenten study— each
Wednesday at 6:30 pm in the Hospitality Room.
Pastor Marv
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March 2007

Friday

Saturday

2

3

Sunday morning opportunities:

Women—Thrive
9:00-10:30

Adult Bible study: Part 1: 10:15; Part 2: 11:00 am
Alpha: 10:45 am
Pathfinders for children: 11:00 am

Men’s Master
Builders
9:00-10:30

Please see page 8 of this newsletter or the Sunday morning
bulletin for small group ministry opportunities available
throughout the week!

Town Hall
10:30 am

4

5

6

Worship:
9:45
Contemporary
11:15
Traditional

11

Mid-Week
Meal and Study
6:30 pm

12

13

9:45 & 11:15
Worship

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

Annual
Congregational
Meeting
10:30 am

Council Meeting
7:00 pm

18

7

14
Mid-Week
Meal and Study
6:30 pm

8

9

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Small Group
Leaders
8:00-9:30 am

Choir
7:30 pm

15

10

16

17
Women
9:00-10:30

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Men
9:00-10:30

Choir
7:30 pm

30-Hour Famine
Martha’s Table

19

9:45 & 11:15
Worship

20
Martha Circle
10:00 am

21
Mid-Week
Meal and Study
6:30 pm

22

23

24

30

31

Praise Band
6:30 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Creation Care
7:00-9:00 pm

25
9:45 & 11:15
Worship

26

27

28
Mid-Week
Meal and Study
6:30 pm

29
Praise Band
6:30 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
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vacant
Minister of Youth, Young Adults
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Sunday Schedule
9:45 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
“Challenging Lifestyles” (part 1)
in the Upper Room
“Questions of Life” Alpha course
in the Hospitality Room
“Challenging Lifestyles” (part 2)
in the Upper Room
Pathfinders for children
in the second-floor education wing
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Laura North
Minister of Children & Families

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music

Kate Scott

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.

Organist & Pianist

Florence Heacock
Minister of Small Groups

Laura North

Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran!
Questions? Please call Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

Office Administrator

Church Council
Steve North, president
George Wenchel, vice president
Larry Goolsby, secretary
Greg Beyer, June Bradley, Ingrid Dallaire, Catherine Johnson, Jeff Leach,
Rhea McVicker, and Maura Miller

April Connection Deadline
Submissions for the April issue of The Connection are due by
5:00 pm on Tuesday, March 20. Please drop them off in the
box on Laura’s office door or e-mail them to
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

New to CELC?
Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

