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OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ and to transform all people into fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church exists to
Welcome people to faith;
Equip people with a faith that
works in real life;
Send people into service into a
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’
name.

GREAT
COMMANDMENT
“You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your
mind…. Love your neighbor as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39)

GREAT
COMMISSION
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

New Year’s Resolutions
or New Year’s
Transformations?
Isaiah 43:18-19
"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new
thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
desert and streams in the wasteland."
How many of you are glad it is a new year? Yes! It’s so exciting… to be
starting a brand new year. The new year always brings thoughts of starting a
new discipline or healthy new direction. The new year brings feelings of
great optimism, for it is a time of new possibilities. Each year, many of us
vow to do something new—many of us vow to eat better, exercise more and
spend more time with our families and friends.
Have any of you made those vows already? We make those awesome vows,
and we're pumped up on January 1. Life sets in and by February 2, we're
back to things as usual. Have you noticed that? It is so hard to start new directions and keep resolves. We can't keep our resolutions, if resolutions are
simply something that we do. If you want to have an awesome change in
2007—it won't just happen through resolution, but through radical revolution.
(continued on page 14)
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IN AND AROUND CELC
WELCOME TO CELC!

HOLY COMMUNION INFORMATION

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church? Want to know more about
our faith community? Please email
the church at
clc@heartmindsoul.com to begin
receiving our weekly e-newsletter.

The sacrament of Holy Communion is offered at both
worship services, every Sunday morning. We offer traditional wine and grape juice. This is to honor our children and those adults who would like a grape juice alternative. Two crystal chalices are
used; the grape juice will appear
dark red and the communion wine
will appear white. If you would like
more information about communion, please contact Pastor Marv.

SUNDAY MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
CELC shares Sunday morning announcements on the
projector screen before worship. Please email normal
ministry announcements in PowerPoint to Pastor Marv at
marv@heartmindsoul.com by 5 pm on the Wednesday
before the “announcement” should be made. Two slides
maximum. We will publish them “as is” so please proofread before you send. (If you don’t know how to use
PowerPoint, contact one of the staff and we will teach
you.)
We encourage the congregation to share public witnesses (stories) of how God
is at work in our lives. This
encourages and lifts up other
Christians and helps plant
seeds for non-Christians. To
share a story, please speak to
Pastor Marv.
Other opportunities to publicize ministries/events include
the weekly e-newsletter (email Pastor Marv at
marv@heartmindsoul.com) and the Sunday bulletin
(email Laura North at laura@heartmindsoul.com). We
also encourage you to come to worship early to greet and
talk with people about your ministry/event.
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PERMISSION FORMS AND
PHOTO RELEASES
All children and teens who participate in family ministry activities at CELC are required to have up-to-date
health and permission forms on file at the church. As
well, CELC requests that all adults sign the photo release form so that we know whether we have your permission to use photos of you and your family in CELC
publications, including the web site.
This will help us make sure our publications accurately reflect our community and the ministries of CELC. We
thank you in advance for your help.
For copies of these forms, please contact Laura North (301-652-5160 or
laura@heartmindsoul.com).

GREET AND TREAT MINISTRY
Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, speak
to Lisa Bente or email her at carpedm28@juno.com.

Readers’ Circle Begins
The CELC Readers’ Circle is a
new small group ministry. Pam
Vodicka currently plans to host
this monthly gathering; a co-host
is desired. Anyone interested in
co-hosting the Reader’s Circle
and/or participating can contact
Pam at pvodicka@verizon.net or
301-443-2753.
The kick-off is Sunday, January
7, at 6:00 pm in the hospitality
room at church. This time will be
used to determine the content of
the gatherings and also to select
which Sunday to meet (first, second, third, or fourth).
CELC Readers’ Circle is a Christian-based book club. We will not
only experience Christ in the authors’ writing skills but also as we
reflect upon their words. During

the first gathering in January we
will plan for our monthly readings
and reflections. Themes to be considered include but are not limited
to God’s work in our world, human
rights, prayer, self-revelation, forgiveness, affirmation, etc.
Evenings for ‘Book Reflection’
and ‘Open Reflection’ will be
planned. All books and/or topics
will be Christ-based. Selected
books for reading and reflection
will be planned every other month.
Otherwise, we will gather for reflection on a theme, which we will
call ‘Open Reflection.’ On these
nights participants can bring their
own books, articles, and magazines
to the gatherings. Or, the evening
may begin with a short video. A
night of ‘Open Reflection’ will

allow a looser format so participants
can attend even if they are not reading a selected book but would still
enjoy time to reflect with others in
Christ. So as to have some structure
for ‘Open Reflection,’ the planning
session will include the selection of
themes for these gatherings.
Dates, books, and themes are subject
to change, based on how the Spirit
moves us.

Fair Trade Coffee
Yes, you can help
save lives.
Yes, you can be angels
on earth.
Give a gift of just a few
hours once a month.
Learn about
Martha’s Table.
See page 11.

Look for coffee on Sunday mornings!
Lisa Bente is coordinating a new ministry of
offering for sale “fair trade” coffee. Fair trade
provides the means for small farmers to make
enough money to support themselves while using the premiums to improve their standard of
living
At first she will be ordering Organic Mind Body
Soul pillow packs, which are individual pre-ground sealed packages made for single coffee-maker pot use.
Look for the coffee in January. This ministry will grow as the
response from the congregation grows. To learn more about this
coffee, check out the website www.equalexchange.com.
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Children and Family Ministry
Happy Birthday, Jesus!
We had a wonderful celebration of the birth of Jesus
with several families. Angel George shared the Christmas story with the children, who helped tell the story
by donning costumes representing characters in the
story.
The children also enjoyed painting ornaments and
decorating homemade sugar cookies. Lighting the candle on the birthday cake and singing Happy Birthday
to Jesus were highlights of the party
Thanks to the family ministry team of George
Wenchel, Laurie Heinecke, Lisa Bente, and Andy Adams and also Ingrid Dallaire and Maura Miller. A special thank you goes to the high school youth Kara,
Andy, and Jill for helping (and participating!).
—Laura North

Wows and Pows
Start a family mealtime tradition with this conversation
starter. At the dinner table, have family members each
share something about their day that made you say,
“Wow! That was great!” and “Pow. That hurt.” This
prompt will help everyone reflect on their day and
identify feelings with experiences. Before clearing the
table, pray together about your experiences. Consider
keeping a journal to watch how God is working in your
family.

Building stronger families in Christ Jesus…
(Building stronger children/teenagers/parents in Christ Jesus…)
•
•
•
•
•

Reaching out with the love of Jesus (evangelism)
Connecting with other believers (fellowship)
Growing in faith (discipleship)
Using our God-given gifts in ministry to other (service)
Falling more deeply in love with Jesus Christ (worship)

… Developing families of faith
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Youth Ministry
I hope that by the time that you
read this that your holidays have
been meaningful. As we enter a
new year, this is a time for new
beginnings and renewal. I like to
think of it as a time to be able to
start over. For students it may be a
chance to get a new start in classes
that they may not have been as
successful as they might have
wanted. Most importantly the New
Year brings about a time to renew
and to restrengthen our faith.
Where was God for you in the past
year? I would encourage you to
look and explore that question.
Also, where has God been that you
weren’t expecting? The answer to
those questions may surprise you.

will be carrying in the theme of
where God is when we least expect
it.

LYFF (Lutheran Youth Faith and
Fellowship; our group for middle
and high school youth) will begin
as we usher in the New Year. We

January 28—LYFF, 6:00-8:00 pm

January 7—LYFF, 6:00-8:00 pm
January 14—NO LYFF—We are
going to take the week off so that
everyone can study for finals.
January 19—We will be meeting
at the Cheesecake Factory at White
Flint Mall to celebrate being done
with finals. Bring money for dinner at 7:00 pm. Please let Andy
know how many will be coming so
we can reserve a table.
January 21—LYFF, 6:00-8:00 pm

Long term… The 30-hour famine
will be taking place on the week-

end of March 17. Holy Week is the
week of April 2, and Easter is
April 8. We are looking at the possibility of including drama in some
of the worship experience of the
week. If you would be interested in
helping with this, please see Andy.
May the Grace and Peace of
Christ Our Lord Be With You,
Andy

3030-Hour Famine Date Set
Save the date!! CELC Youth will again be participating in World Vision’s 30-Hour
Famine. The event is planned for March 17-18, 2007.
With your help, last year we sent more than $5,000 to World Vision to feed and
care for children around the world. Remember that $30 a month—just $1 a day—
can feed and care for a child for 30 days. Funds raised by 30-Hour Famine participants help feed and care for children in poverty-afflicted countries around the
globe. Each year, about a million young people participate.
As part of this year’s weekend, the youth and their friends will ask you for help in
making sandwiches to take down to Martha’s Table in Washington, DC as part of
the monthly ministry to help feed the homeless.
Look for more information in the weeks ahead. This year’s coordinator is Jill
North. Please contact her with any questions at jillpop123@yahoo.com.
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Building Green
CELC Green Building Motion and Creation Care
Committee Approved
Psalm 24:1 – The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.
At the December 10 CELC Council Meeting, Council Secretary Larry Goolsby and CELC Owner's Representative
Barry Lemley briefed Council on recent conversations and meetings about “green” or environmental building principles, as introduced to us by Dr. J. Matthew Sleeth’s book Serve God, Save the Planet during his retreat visit with us.
Council entertained a brief motion to commit us to these principles summarized as follows:
“The leaders and members of CELC are personally committed to protecting God’s creation and therefore are
sharing the following motion;
Whereas, CELC recognizes the spiritual and moral responsibility and importance to be a good steward of His land
and blessings;
Therefore we are committed to design our redevelopment project in a way that will support the implementation of
practical environmental principles and exhibit those reasonable behaviors that support the thoughtful use of
energy and recycled material, as our moral commitment and fiscal practicalities dictate.”
Council unanimously approved the motion.
Building on that approved motion, CELC has undertaken a series of initial steps to increase awareness and put that motion into action. They include:
Joined 66 other local congregations as a partner in Greater Washington Interfaith Power and Light (GWIPL), a
non–profit initiative that helps congregations, religious institutions and others in the Washington, DC area work for a
more just, sustainable and healthier creation by reducing the threat of global warming.
• CELC’s Women’s Thrive Group and Men’s Ministry launched the Light Bulb campaign to replace old bulbs at
CELC with energy saving bulbs. Well over a hundred bulbs were sold to congregation members and Thrivent provided
matching funds.
• Started visits to other houses of worship that have taken the green
journey to find out how more about the process.
• Began talks with numerous experts in the field to seek their advice.
• Initiated work with MTFA to provide further environment analysis
and cost benefits.
• Independent of the development plans, a CELC Creation Care
Committee has been formed to reach out to the congregation and the
community to share concerns about the protection of His creation.
• Included in that outreach will be a monthly open forum hosted at
CELC together with GWIPL to discuss a number of related environmental issues and solutions.

•

(continued on page 7)
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MEF Grants Awarded
The Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) of Christ Lutheran
Church awarded $21,500 in grants for the year 2006. The
Council unanimously approved the recipients recommended by the MEF Committee.
The recipients and their use of the grants are as follows:
Mi Refugio—new engine for bus to transport students
form dump to school and pick up supplies
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Wittenberg
Center—provide funding for Lutheran seminary students
to travel from Taiwan to Wittenberg to explore their heritage and promote an understanding of the theology, heritage, and spirit of the Reformation
A Wider Circle—Funding for the Neighbor to Neighbor
program, which furnishes the homes of families on need,
with the goal of serving 1800 families on one year
Lutheran Deaconess Association—publish as compilation of weekly e-mail meditations called DeacPost so that
more people can access it
The Maryland Salem Children’s Trust—purchase heavy
duty ping pong tables and basketball hoops for the foster
home

Mental Health Association of Montgomery County—a
mental health seminar to explore the difficulties of getting through the system (will reach 150-175 people)
Center for Immigration Law and Practice—provide
low-cost legal services to lawful permanent residents,
naturalized citizens, and asylees, particularly lowincome, poverty-level immigrants
Community Ministry of Montgomery County—provide
funding for two education programs to teach basic life
organizational and money management skills
Centro Luterano de Formacia, Caribbean Synod of the
ELCA, Puerto Rico—develop and maintain a website to
publish as theological journal to reach Spanish speaking
residents in the US, Puerto Rico, and South America
The Mission Endowment Fund
awards grants for local, national, and international mission work. This year Marta
Woodward served as the acting
chairperson. Others on the
committee were Moges Gebremedhin, Sanna Solem, and
June Bradley.

Lutheran Church of the Reformation, St. Thomas, US
VI—funding for instruments and instruction for children
to participate in a steel pan orchestra

Building Green
(continued from page 6)

Each month industry, government, academia, and religious experts will share their expertise on these topics with both
our congregation and the greater Bethesda-Chevy Chase community at large. The kick off event is planned for the fourth
week in January. They will be held at CELC from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.
For more information on how you can get involved in CELC’s Creation Care, please contact Larry Goolsby, Florence
Heacock, Pam Vodicka or Barry Lemley. Stay tuned for more details on how to sustain His creation for generations to
come.
“the good person leaves an inheritance to one’s children’s children.” Proverbs 13:22
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“For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all,
and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but
for himwho died for them and was raised again.” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15)
Sunday, November 19, 2006
Dear Friends,
It is with great joy and anticipation that we look forward to our next mission trip to Mi Refugio, a
nondenominational Christian ministry serving children, teenagers and families who live next to the Guatemala
City garbage dump and in surrounding Mayan villages. Mi Refugio (My Refuge) was founded by Kari Engen,
a former Rockville resident, in 1987. Over the next two decades, what began as a school for 50 children in a
rented building beside the dump grew into a school for up to 400 children on a beautiful 12-acre campus in
San Pedro, Guatemala.
Our next trip to Mi Refugio will be from Friday, June 15 to Sunday, June 24, 2007. The cost of the trip
will be somewhere between $650 and $750 per person, depending on the cost of airfare. That amount will
cover all travel, lodging and meal expenses. You will need to bring your own money for souvenirs or to eat out
on the one or two days we go to town to explore and shop.
Opportunities abound for serving at Mi Refugio, and great effort will be
made to match your gifts and talents with the needs of the school and
community. Currently, Mi Refugio provides students a free pre-school
through high school education. In Guatemala, high school goes through 8th
grade, though many of Mi Refugio’s students are older than what we
consider 8th grade age. (This is generally due to children starting school
later than children in the United States.) Among the school’s goals are to
develop a pre-K and kindergarten at their original site beside the dump and
a trade school that would focus on cooking, sewing, carpentry and masonry.
In addition to serving in those areas, Mi Refugio also welcomes help on painting, building and maintenance
projects; teaching English, physical education, computers and sewing; distributing children’s clothing to some
600 students who attend a local government-run elementary school; and providing first aid, health and dental
care to the community. You can be trained to serve in many of these areas so please don’t feel you have to be an
expert in any one to make a difference at Mi Refugio!
Please pray about joining us in June 2007. An initial registration form (attached) and $100 deposit will
be due by Jan. 15, 2007. The balance will be due to the church by April 30, 2007. Please make checks
payable to Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, write “Mi Refugio” in the subject line, and mail them to my
attention at Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, 8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD, 20814.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 301-652-5160, ext. 6, my cell phone at 240505-9505, or by email at richard@heartmindsoul.com. Also, if the idea of traveling to a foreign country makes
you nervous, rest assured that we will have several meetings before we leave to go over important travel
details and get to know one another better.
May God in His unfailing love lead you and by His strength guide you as you
make this most important and most exciting decision! (Exodus 15:13)
God’s richest blessings,
Richard Czypinski,
Minister of Music
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bethesda, MD
www.heartmindsoul.com

Mi Refugio 2007 Registration
Please return this form along with a $100 deposit (made payable to Christ
Evangelical Lutheran Church; “Mi Refugio” in the subject line) to Richard Czypinski,
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, 8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD,
20814 by January 15, 2007.
____________________________
Name

__________________
DOB

______________________________________________
Address
___________________
Home Phone

___________________
Work Phone

___________________
Cell Phone

___________________
Email Address

Please tell us a little about yourself:

Please tell us about any special interests, gifts or skills that might be useful at Mi
Refugio:

Do you sing or play a musical instrument or have experience leading a Bible
study or Sunday school class? If so, please tell us:
________________________________________________________________
Sensing God’s call to serve at Mi Refugio, it is my sincere intention to
travel to Guatemala with the CELC group from June 15-24, 2007. I will
participate faithfully in all planning and preparations for the trip, and
pledge to adhere to the policies of Mi Refugio and our group’s Covenant.
________________________________
Signature
________________________________
Printed Name Date
If under age 18:
________________________________
Parent’s Signature
________________________________
Parent’s Printed Name

_____________________
Date

Small Group Ministries
“They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life together, the common meal, and the
prayers ... And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in common” (Acts 2:42, 44)
You are warmly invited to participate in these spiritual, faith-based opportunities. It’s clear that God blesses us when we
meet together, fellowship together, study together—share life together. Unless another contact is listed, please contact
Florence Heacock, small group minister (301-452-2491; flohea@heartmindsoul.com), or Sanna Solem of the small groups
administrative team (301-571-0050) for more information. Also, if you are interested in leading a small group or are interested in a small group not listed, please contact Florence Heacock or Sanna Solem.
Small Group Leaders Forum—Evangelism—Just Walk Across the
Room: Saturdays, 8:00-9:30 am, The Upper Room: January 13, February
10, March 10, April 14, May 19, and June 9
Challenging Lifestyles is a Bible study based on the Beatitudes for 21st challenging lifestyles. Part I begins at
10:15 am and part II begins at 11 am on Sundays in the
Upper Room. Contact Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479 or
lgoolsby@aphsa.org).
Questions of Life is a course on Christianity for new, returning, and mature believers, with prayer, a DVD/book presentation, discussion, fellowship and a meal. It meets at 10:45 in the Hospitality room. Contact Steve
Peth (301-564-1232 or sptopeka@earthlink.net).
Celebrate Recovery for Women is a 12-step, Christian recovery ministry
based on the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) that uses eight principles as well as
fellowship and God’s healing powers to help heal hurts and overcome
personal defects and replace them with life’s abundance. Sundays, 7:008:30 pm, Prayer Room II. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491 or
flohea@heartmindsoul.com).
Couples Home Group meets for in-depth Bible study, spiritual growth,
fellowship, love, support, and prayer. Place and time TBA. Contact Laura
North (laura@heartmindsoul or 301-652-5160).
Coed Home Group offers Bible study, prayer, and fellowship. Place and
time TBA. Contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491 or flohea@heartmindsoul.com) or Sanna Solem (301-571-0050).
Men's Master Builders meets for in-depth Bible study with a focus on
men’s issues at 9:00 am on the first and third Saturdays in the Hospitality
Room. Contact Steve Peth (sptopeka@earthlink.net or 301-564-1232) or
Tim Bradley (301-977-0906 or tbradley4001@yahoo.com).
The Reader’s Circle meets for faith-based book study and reflection. Begins January 7, 6:00pm. Contact Pam Vodicka (301-215-9141 or
pvodicka@verizon.net).
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Martha Circle, a Bible study based on
material provided by the Women of the
ELCA, meets at 10 am on the third Tuesday of each month. Contact Mary
Merrick at 301-571-7212.
Rachel Circle, a Bible study based on
material provided by the Women of the
ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm on the second
Tuesday of each month. Contact Alice
Daniels at 301-949-4688.
THRIVE, for women seeking in-depth
Bible study, meets September-May,
9:00-10:30 am on the first and third Saturdays each month.
Contact Sanna Solem
at 301-571-0050.
Young Women’s
Small Group, for
women in their 20s
and early 30s. Place
and time TBA. Contact Laurie Heinecke, 301-468-0814 or
lbheinecke@aol.com.
A Life Worth Living, based on the book
of Philippians. Contact Florence Heacock
(301-452-2491 or
flohea@heartmindsoul.com).

Our prayer list…

Prayer Corner
Rhea McVicker’s mother; Betty Sutermeister; Grace Bowden; Ann Ricahrdson; Gail Gerhart; family of Ada Mae Garner; Andi and her family;
Jeff; Hazel and her family; Diana; Dr. Matthew and Nancy Sleeth; Grace
Lloyd-Davies; Rev. Pam Strader and her son Brian; Jackie Meyer; Niina
Tang; Ruby Yoshioka; Stephanie Coleman;
Guy Bradley; Lynn and Scott Echels; Robert
Corbey; the Barnes family; Donny Strunk;
Holly Almont; Robert Corbey; David Sprague; Dawn Marie Ehlert; Edith Moskaluk;
Jean Hammet; John Richey; Margaret Day;
Nancy Lewis; Nelson Goolsby; the young
men of Nick’s Place; Robert Condon; Terry
and Jane Seaks; Willem Scheltema; Robert
and Noah Harris; Ray Nader; Nancy Harris;
Dustin Harris; Jan Ingles; Danny and Janine
McVicker; the ministry of the MiRefugio
school in Guatemala

Prayer Ministry
CELC’s Prayer Room I is open for prayer from 8:15 am– noon on Sundays.
Prayer Room II is open for prayer throughout the week. Prayer Ministry
contacts are Paula Mathis (mathispaula@cs.com) and Norma Jennings
(norma_jennings2003@yahoo.com)
To add a prayer request to the prayer list or to get involved in our prayer
ministry, contact Florence Heacock (301-452-2491 or flohea@heartmindsoul.com). Prayer lists are available in the narthex.

Life Line Screening
CELC will be hosting a Life Line Screening for our members as well as the
community on Monday, January 15. Life Line Screening will perform four
different health screenings using ultrasound equipment: Carotid Artery/
Stroke Screening; $45; Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening; $45; Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening; $45; Osteoporosis Screening; $35.
The cost of the complete wellness package of all four tests is $129. The vascular package is $109.

Martha’s
Table
We have the wonderful opportunity
to serve dinner to the homeless
through Martha’s Table in Washington, DC.
On the third Saturday of every
month, a group of volunteers serves
soup, sandwiches, dessert, and drinks
to dozens of men, women, and children out of a mobile soup kitchen
van provided by Martha’s Table.
We carpool from Christ Lutheran,
leaving the church no later than 4:00
pm and returning
sometime around
7:00 pm. Jeff
Leach and Steve
North are trained
drivers; we need
you to ride along
and help serve the
food.
Please sign up on
the Service Opportunities bulletin
board in the narthex or speak with
Jill or Steve North.
A special thank you goes to all the
people who responded to the call for
help with this ministry. This fall,
Paula Mathis, Andy Masetti, Ingrid
Dallaire, Richard Czypinski, Martin
Brockman, and Andy Adams all experienced the joy of serving others in
need.
Jeff and Taylor Leach, June and Tim
Bradley, Kara Estelle, Andy Marth,
and Steve and Jill North also participate in this ministry. Thank you all
for your support!

Pre-registering now by calling 1-800-324-1851.
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Mission to Ukraine
Upon our arrival in Ukraine I was
told that upon departure a little part
of my heart would remain. This was
so true. Thank you for all your
prayers! The conference was a great
success…as were the 100 lbs. of
Beanie Babies and other stuffed animals.

to continue on the work they started –
to bring awareness to mental, physical,
and emotional issues for children.

Twenty-four volunteers came together, from all over the United
States, to teach and aid the Ukrainians. Every single person was full of
experience, some with over 30
years…each with a willingness to
share the knowledge on the care for
children with special needs. They
are all so wonderful and caring; they
remain very special in my heart! I
was made to feel a part of the team
and was blessed in so many ways.
Our willingness to come to Ukraine
and serve has enabled many people

teaching a “Physical Therapy” course
for the rehabilitation centers – one in
the orphanage and one in the main rehab center for the state of Volyn of
which Lutsk is the capital. Another
door that has opened is the possibility
to work and do some training for a
family support group organization –
one of the first of its kind in Ukraine.
Yet another opportunity that has come
up, due to the conference, is teaching
of an English course for those people
involved in the Orphanage Rehabilitation program. They are looking for-
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The conference opened up more doors,
possibilities, and ways to help the
Ukrainian people. Since our departure
our hosts informs us he will begin

ward to the next time a medical team
comes to assist from the U.S. and
wish to be able to communicate
without translators to some extent.
Please be in prayer with and for the
team who work with these special
children in Ukraine. Without a spirit
of servanthood, none of this would
be accomplished. As Dr. Bob Lerer
(Caring Partners International) noted
in his letter of thanks to our Ukraine
hosts, “My hope is that seeds of love
and seeds of scientific knowledge
will be planted, and grow in the fertile soil of our Ukrainian colleagues'
minds and hearts. Months and years
from now, we will see, I pray, the
fruits of our labor. I believe, being a
veteran of dozens of medical missions over the last 16 years that professional relationships will be
forged. I do not believe that this effort is a "one time deal". Rather, we
are opening doors and taking the first
steps in a long journey, which I believe God has prepared ahead of time
for us, and which I believe God will
bless.”
I wish to thank you all again…for
the prayers, the stuffed animals, and
the overall loving support I
felt…especially being so very new to
the CELC community. May God
grant us favor as we continue our
mission to serve.
Pam Vodicka

What is ONE?
ONE is a new effort by Americans to rally Americans –
ONE by ONE – to fight the emergency of global AIDS
and extreme poverty. ONE is students and ministers,
punk rockers and NASCAR moms, Americans of all
beliefs and every walk of life, united as ONE to help
make poverty history. ONE believes that allocating an
additional ONE percent of the U.S. budget toward providing basic needs like health, education, clean water
and food would transform the futures and hopes of an
entire generation in the world's poorest countries. ONE
also calls for debt cancellation, trade reform and anti–
corruption measures in a comprehensive package to
help Africa and the poorest nations beat AIDS and extreme poverty.

What does ONE aim to do/change?
ONE aims to help Americans raise their voice as ONE
against the emergency of AIDS and extreme poverty,
so that decision makers will do more to save millions of
lives in the poorest countries.

Who supports ONE?
ONE is a broad movement of Americans from every
state and walk of life–more than 2 million people have
lent their voices to ONE by visiting ONE.ORG and
signing the ONE Declaration. More than three million
Americans are also wearing white bands as a show of
support for ending extreme poverty and global AIDS.
ONE is Americans spreading the word in churches,
coffee shops, on television, college campuses and the
Internet.

Who is behind ONE?
ONE is a coalition of 2 million people and over 70 nonprofit, advocacy and humanitarian organizations. ONE
was founded by 11 of America's most well-known and
respected aid groups: Bread for the World, CARE,
DATA, International Medical Corps, International Rescue Committee, Mercy Corps, Oxfam America, Plan
USA, Save the Children US, World Concern, and

World Vision. For the complete list of all coalition
partners, please visit our partners page.
ONE is supported by Americans from every state, different ages, many religions and all walks of life, including such notable people as: Brad Pitt, Tom Hanks, Pat
Robertson, Kate Hudson, Rick Warren, Jamie Foxx,
Jars of Clay, Penelope Cruz, Dave Matthews, Salma
Hayek, George Clooney, Bill Gates and many, many
others.

Can ONE person really make a difference?
Over 2 million people have signed the ONE Declaration – and all have signed as a direct result of being
asked by ONE friend, family member, neighbor or colleague. All of us have a tremendous opportunity to take
action and influence those closest to us by learning and
talking about these issues. From Dr. King to Nelson
Mandela, history shows us that big changes can start
with small actions. Together as ONE, we can start to
make poverty history. ONE and the groups behind it
have already campaigned effectively to increase assistance against AIDS and also won victories against the
massive debts of the poorest countries. We are gaining
momentum all the time, and helping save lives and rebuild futures in Africa and around the world with every
victory.

What can I do to get involved with ONE?
Start by signing the ONE Declaration and lending your
voice to the fight against global AIDS and extreme
poverty. Next, tell your friends by sending an e-mail
encouraging him/her to get involved at ONE.org. You
can also join millions of Americans and wear the white
band. Wearing a white band is something YOU can do,
today, in your neighborhood. You can also get involved
with ONE locally. ONE volunteers are active across
America and are ready to use your voice in your community and beyond. Go to ONE.org to find out the latest actions – such as writing to the President or your
local congressman.

Ask Pastor Marv about his white wristband!
For more information on the ONE campaign, visit the website at www.ONE.org or speak with Pastor Marv.
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Reaching New Generations
Come learn what it takes to reach new generations!
Rev. David Berg is the keynote speaker at the Metro DC
Synod Together in Mission event on January 20. He has a
passion for reaching new generations with the gospel
through innovative and imaginative ways. He is an evangelism partner with the ELCA.
A variety of workshops will also be offered, on such topics as young adult ministry, prayer, the One campaign,
ESL as outreach, and faith stepping stones.

Registration and coffee begins at 8:00 am; opening
prayer is at 9:00. Closing worship begins at 2:30. Cost
is $20.

Singer—song writer Rick Barron will lead workshops on
contemporary worship and will offer a concert after lunch.
Rick has written songs with some of Nashville’s top writers and artists and has written with many music veterans in
the rock world, such as members of Journey, Heart, and
Chicago.

For more information, please speak with Pastor Marv
(one of the workshop presenters!). The entire list of
workshops and events is available on our website.
To register, contact Laura in the office, 301-652-5160
or laura@heartmindsoul.com.

New Year’s Resolutions or
New Year’s Transformations?
(continued from page 1)

Resolutions are often shallow guilt
driven intentions which are based
on a conscious desire to get
healthy. Resolutions are something
that you want to do to change. A
revolution is something that alters
our spiritual and physical DNA,
and it involves a total transformation of the whole person. You see
revolutions are active, while resolutions are passive. Do you want
some things to change this year?
God wants us to have radical revolutions, not just mere resolutions.
If we want to have a change in our
lives, we need to get rid of old
paradigms and old practices.
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God works through Jesus to alter
our DNA and bring hope to our
lives. It is so important to know
that we can receive a fresh start not
just at the beginning of a new year
but in each and every day. Your
fresh start today can bring hope to
your life and give hope to somebody else tomorrow. In Isaiah
43:18-19, it talks about the ways
God brings hope to a hopeless
community of people. Isaiah,
speaking to the community, told
them that God was about to do a
new thing. It was amazing about
the Israelites at the time. They
were so disobedient; they committed so much idolatry; they worshipped idol gods. Then they cried

out to God, and Isaiah came to tell
them that God heard their cry. God
was about to do a new thing in their
lives, even though they were disobedient and would still mess up. It
wasn't because the Israelites were so
good, but because God was so great.
My prayer is that you turn over to
God those places in your life where
God needs to do a new thing. I pray
that your fresh start will bring many
blessings to you and hope to others.
Have a blessed new year!!
In Christ,
Pastor Marv
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Women—Thrive
9:00-10:30
Men’s Master
Builders
9:00-10:30

Please see page 10 of this newsletter or the Sunday morning bulletin
for small group ministry opportunities available
throughout the week!
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Worship:
9:45
Contemporary
11:15
Traditional

9

10

11

12

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Rachel Circle
7:30 pm

13
Small Group
Leaders
8:00-9:30 am

Choir
7:30 pm

LYFF 6:00 pm
Readers’ Circle
6:00 pm
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9:45 & 11:15
Worship
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16
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Martha Circle
10:00 am

Praise Band
6:30 pm

Council Meeting
7:00 pm

Choir
7:30 pm
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24

9:45 & 11:15
Worship

25

19

20
Women
9:00-10:30
Men
9:00-10:30
Martha’s Table

LYFF
7:00 pm

The Connection
Deadline
5:00 pm

26

27

Praise Band
6:30 pm
Choir
7:30 pm

LYFF
6:00 pm

28
9:45 & 11:15
Worship

29

30

31

January 2007
Sunday morning opportunities:
Adult Bible study: Part 1: 10:15; Part 2: 11:00 am
Alpha: 10:45 am
Pathfinders for children: 11:00 am

LYFF
6:00 pm

Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church
8011 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: 301-652-5160
Fax: 301-652-2301
www.heartmindsoul.com
clc@heartmindsoul.com

The Rev. Marvin Tollefson
Pastor

Andy Adams
Minister of Youth, Young Adults
& Community Care

Sunday Schedule
9:45 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
11:15 am

Contemporary Worship
with Communion in the Sanctuary
“Challenging Lifestyles” (part 1)
in the Upper Room
“Questions of Life” Alpha course
in the Hospitality Room
“Challenging Lifestyles” (part 2)
in the Upper Room
Pathfinders for children
in the second-floor education wing
Traditional Worship with Communion
in the Sanctuary

Laura North
Minister of Children & Families

Richard Czypinski
Minister of Music

Kate Scott

Mission of The Connection
To communicate about disciple-making
events and opportunities, all for the
glory of God and to grow His Kingdom.

Organist & Pianist

Laura North
Office Administrator

Florence Heacock

Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran!
Questions? Please call Laura North at 301-652-5160 or email
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

Small Groups Minister

Church Council
Steve North, president
George Wenchel, vice president
Moges Gebremedhin, treasurer
Larry Goolsby, secretary

February Connection Deadline
Submissions for the January issue of The Connection are due
by 5 pm on Saturday, January 20. Please drop them off in
the box on Laura’s office door or e-mail them to
laura@heartmindsoul.com.

Greg Beyer, June Bradley, Ingrid Dallaire, Catherine Johnson, Jeff Leach,
Rhea McVicker, and Maura Miller

New to CELC?
Want to know more about our faith community?
Please email clc@heartmindsoul.com
to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter.

