Christ Lutheran Church Sunday Schedule
9 a.m. Contemporary Worship with Communion
10:15 a.m. Education Hour: Pathfinders for Children & Teens, Alpha
―Challenging Lifestyles‖ Bible study on the Beatitudes, Alpha ―Questions of
Life‖ course, Prayer Ministry Team meets.

Volume 70,
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5 p.m. Third Degree featuring ―Salted Fire.‖ (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 p.m. — 8 p.m. Senior High Youth Meet! (Come hungry!)
6 p.m. Prayer Services (once a month)
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CHURCH
301-652-5160 (Fax) 301-652-2301
Website: http://www.heartmindsoul.com
E-mail: clcbethesda@heartmindsoul.com

Mission of The Chronicle
To communicate about disciple-making
events & opportunities … all for the glory of
God and to grow His Kingdom.
Please contribute to The Chronicle! Let’s share
all the exciting ways God is at work here at
Christ Lutheran! Questions? Please call Jennifer
Tessneer at 301-652-5160, ext. 5.

The Rev. Marvin Tollefson
Pastor

Jennifer Tessneer
Minister of Family & Community Care

Next Chronicle Deadline

Claire Cho
Minister of Music

Submissions for the May issue
of The Chronicle are due by 5 p.m. on
Friday, April 23. Please drop them off
in the box on Jennifer’s office door
or e-mail them to:
jenniferclc@heartmindsoul.com

Richard Czypinski
Office Manager

Florence Heacock
Small Groups Coordinator

Church Council
Barry Lemley, president
Robert Dalzell, vice president
Larry Goolsby, secretary
Chee Kin Tang, treasurer
Lisa Bente, Martin Brockman, Dottie Davis,
Catherine Kress, Maura Miller, George
Wenchel, Elke Womack, Marta Woodward.

W E W E LCOM E YOU !

11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship with Communion

April
2004

Reach Up, Reach Out & Grow

OUR MISSION
STATEMENT
The mission of Christ
Lutheran Church is to
make disciples of Jesus
Christ; to transform all
people into fully
devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
STATEMENT
Our vision is to be a
community of believers
making and baptizing
disciples so that Christ’s
forgiveness and healing
can be accomplished in
the world.
We are a community of
believers because God
wants us to be
something together and
represent God with our
unified diversity. Our
vision is to further
God’s Kingdom in our
midst.

THE PASSION
“There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE
KING OF THE JEWS. One of the criminals who hung there hurled
insults at him: „Aren‟t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!‟ But the
other criminal rebuked him. „Don‟t you fear God,‟ he said, „since you
are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.‟
Then he said, „Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.‟ Jesus answered him, „I tell you the truth, today you will be with
me in paradise.‟” (Luke 23:38-43)
This text from Luke 23 is so meaningful you don’t want to miss the conversation between the three men dying on their crosses. This story is about the two
kinds of people that inhabit the world — those who are saved and those who
are lost. The two thieves in Luke’s story of the passion represent the two
kinds of humanity.
Ken Gire writes, ―If only Jesus would save himself. And us. But Jesus knows
something that the man hanging next to him doesn’t. He knows he can choose
one or the other. He can save himself. Or he can save us. Be he can’t do both.‖
(Intense Moments with the Savior, Ken Gire.) He's right. Hebrews 9:22b says,
―Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.‖
Good Friday is about a major transition taking place in the kingdom of God.
Jesus’ death on the cross is the end of the Old Covenant and the beginning of
the New Covenant. But since the New Covenant could not be ushered in until
the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, He could choose to extend salvation to those whose hearts had turned toward him. And that is the promise he
makes to this criminal who deserved nothing, let alone paradise.
I would like to share a recent news story that relates the power of the cross to
transform. On January 19, 2004, police discovered the body of 19-year-old
Ashley Wilson hanging in her apartment in southwest Houston. Wilson had
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Updates & Reminders
THIRD DEGREE
featuring
“Salted Fire”
Cutting-edge media and
music you can feel!
Bring your friends and join us in
Luther Hall at 5 p.m. on the 1st
and 3rd Sundays of each month!

REMINDER:
NO THIRD DEGREE ON
APRIL 4!

CLC’s Prayer Team
is Ready to Lift Up
Your Prayer Requests!
If you have a prayer request that needs to be
added to the prayer list, please contact Niina
Tang at 301-468-7006 or by email at niinatang@yahoo.com.
Please indicate if you want the prayer to be confidential (prayer
group only) or to be on the list inserted in the bulletin.
We would also appreciate feedback on the prayers to see how
God is moving at CELC.
— Niina Tang

Circles will collect money we have put aside during
Lent at our April and May circle meetings. This year
our Lenten offering will go to Lutheran World Relief. LWR gives to others through others by working
with partner organizations overseas in 50 countries
Circle members were very generous again last year to help people grow food, improve health, strengthen
in contributing to the following stewardship projects communities, end conflict, build livelihoods and rein 2003.
cover from disasters. Since 1945, LWR has earned
Special offerings were collected and forwarded to: an international reputation for effective service at
minimal cost. Today, LWR is recognized as one of
Capital Area Food Bank (Lenten collection) $326
the most effective and efficient international relief
Southeast Ministry (Traveling VBS)
$270
and development organizations in the U.S. Checks
Bethesda Help
$400
should be made out to CLCW with a notation for:
Thankoffering collection to WELCA
$1,205
―LWR.‖
Community Family Life Services
$190

CLCW
Stewardship Corner

(This was a Christmas collection by one circle. Another
circle provided Christmas gifts for a CFLS family.)___

Total

$2,391

2003 grants disbursements from 2002 receipts:
Bethesda Fellowship House
N Street Village
Mobile Med
Salem House
Lutheran Social Services
Lutheran Seminary in Hong Kong
Total

$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$600

At our June meetings, we will collect a special offering for Southeast Ministry’s Traveling Vacation Bible School called ―Messengers on the Move.‖
Checks should be made out to CLCW and noted for
―Southeast Ministry.‖
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Thanks and God Bless,
Jackie Clapp

CLC Council
Faithful Giving … A Letter from CLC’s Treasurer
Dear Friends of CLC,
In the Gospels, Jesus spoke a lot on
financial related matters and warned
his listeners against being enslaved
by Mammon. He also praised the
two servants who made wise use of
their talents in that parable we all
know so well.
Jesus’ teachings are no less true and
relevant for each of us at CLC today. Many of you are aware that in
recent times, the church has been
challenged financially. In spite of
this, I am going to encourage you
by boldly declaring that the solution
is really quite straightforward and
achievable, as well as very much
within our grasp … in fact, so close
that you would wonder why this
message had to be written at all after you have read it.
Ready for a journey into the obvious? Here goes….
As you may recall, last year the
church received approximately
$220,000 of revenues from weekly
envelopes, gifts and GGT contributions (in addition to MEF support
and space usage income). From this
amount and the records we maintained of contributing units, we
computed that the average giving
per contributing unit was approximately $1,700+. (Note: A contributing unit can be either an individual
or a family and is identified by a
statement of gifts which the church
office sends out each year). Let’s
for argument sake be generous and
round up the average to $1,800.
What if we were to slightly more
than double this average of $1,800
to $3,800 per contributing unit (i.e.

2.1 times higher)? Guess what? If
we can achieve this, our contributions would increase from approximately $220,000 to $462,000. This
would leave us with a small surplus
because this year’s expense budget
is $456,000. And that’s not even
counting the space usage revenues.

We are at once both the
issue and the solution.
There is no “them” to
blame for our financial
woes. There is just “us”
and our own very
personal decision as to
whether the lordship of
Christ extends to our
financial resources.
Hang on…, easier said than done…,
where did the target of $3,800 come
from in the first place and is it even
reasonable?
The 2002 per capita personal income in Maryland was about
$36,928 (US Bureau of Economic
Analysis), which is about $38,036
in today’s dollars (without accounting for any real growth). A tithe or
10 percent (which is a sound biblical target) works out to be about
$3,800. Naturally this is only an
average. Nevertheless, given the
demographics of the church, there
appears no reason to reject it and,
on the contrary, every reason to expect an even higher average since
we all more or less hail from the
DC metro area. Did I not mention
earlier that the solution was quite
straightforward and achievable?
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I also promised that the solution is
really within our grasp. Indeed, it
lies within our very own hearts.
―Remember this: Whoever sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will
also reap generously. Each man
should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. And
God is able to make all grace
abound to you, so that in all things
at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every
good work.‖ (2 Corinthians 9:6-8,
NIV, emphasis added)
We are at once both the issue and
the solution. There is no ―them‖ to
blame for our financial woes. There
is just ―us‖ and our own very personal decision as to whether the
lordship of Christ extends to our
financial resources.
I trust that it does, in which case
what is finally left for us to do is
simply the actual act of faith giving
itself.
May the Lord indeed ―make all
grace abound to you, so that in all
things at all times, having all that
you need, you will abound in every
good work.‖
In Christ,
Chee Kin Tang
CLC Treasurer
P.S. Crown Financial Ministries’
website provides a quick useful
budget calculator to manage giving,
expenses
and
investments.
(http://www.crown.org/tools/budget
guide.asp)

Small Group Ministries
We warmly invite you to participate in these spiritual, faith-based opportunities. Unless another contact
is listed, please call Florence Heacock, small groups coordinator, at 301-652-5160, ext. 3, for information.

Adult

9 a.m. Sunday Bible Class coming soon! Check back
for details.

Women

Alpha “Challenging Lifestyles” Bible study on the
Beatitudes meets at 10:15 a.m. on Sundays.

THRIVE
Women of
Faith meets
at 7:30 a.m.
on the first an
third
Saturdays of
each month in Prayer Room I
in the upstairs education hall.

Alpha “Questions of Life” Bible study meets from
10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. on Sundays.
Small Group Facilitators Bible Study meets quarterly: Sept. 25
(ALPHA Leadership Training) and Nov. 6 (Theme TBA).
“Getting a Grip” Bible study meets on the first and third Friday
nights of the month at the home of Niina and Chee Kin Tang. Call the
Tangs for more information at 301-468-7006.

Men‟s Master Builders meet for prayer breakfasts at 9 a.m. on the
first and third Saturdays of each month. For details, contact Richard
Czypinski at 301-652-5160.
Promise Keepers events to be announced ...

Other
Graceful Growing Together (GGT) is CLC’s stewardship initiative
based through prayer, Bible study, faith, love, fellowship, and gifts to
continue to experience spiritual growth and fulfill the vision that God
has given our church for future centuries and generations.
Teddy Bear Ministry is a small group prayer and Bible study and
faith-based ministry of love, caring, and healing.

PRAYER

Alpha “Challenging Lifestyles” Bible Study meets at
7:30 p.m. on the second
Thursday of each month at the
home of Ingrid Dallaire. For
details, please contact Ingrid at
301-654-6962.

Noon and 7 p.m. Worship
on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
Easter Sunday Schedule
9 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. worship featuring CLC‟s choir in

“Amazing Love — An Easter Celebration of Hope”

International Adoption Consultant
to Speak at CELC

Young Women‟s Small Group
(20s and 30s) meets at 7 p.m.
on Thursdays. Contact Jennifer Tessneer at 301-652-5160.

Examples of topics to be addressed are: Where do I begin?; Choosing a country; Which agency is right for me?; What sort of paperwork will I encounter?

The Prayer Team meets from 10:15 a.m.—11:15 a.m. every Sunday for focused, intentional prayer time to
lift all prayer requests to God. Please submit your prayer requests in the prayer request boxes in the narthex
and colonnade. For more information, please call Paula Mathis at 301-540-7391. All are welcome to come
pray!

Celebrate Recovery is a
12-Step Healing and
Recovery Program
based on the eight principles from the Beatitudes.
The principles of recovery are given by Christ
in His most significant
message, The Sermon
on the Mount (in Matthew 5).

Jennifer Walker, founder and director of Adoption Navigators, will speak at
7:30 p.m. on Monday, April 19. She will present much of the information she
provides in her full-service international adoption consulting firm. This evening’s informal, roundtable discussion about the process of international adoption is for everyone — those who have not yet begun their adoption journey, as
well as those who are already in process.

Prayer Room I is open for prayer from 8:15 a.m.– Noon on Sundays. Prayer Room II is
open for prayer Monday — Saturday.
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9 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. Worship on Palm Sunday

CLC Women‟s Circle Groups
meet at various times during
the month. For information,
please contact Wilma Christ at
301-320-5127 or Dottie Davis
at 301-598-9657.

“… Pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
(1 Thes. 5:17)
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Special Events

You also will hear personal accounts from multi-cultural adoptive families that
have successfully navigated their way through the sea of international adoption.
Ms. Walker has seen too many overwhelmed couples anxious about the unknown and confused about all the details involved with foreign adoptions. For
nearly a decade she has provided personal guidance and support for families,
while educating them on the many different areas of the adoption process. Ultimately, her expertise steers families in the right direction and also helps save
them time and money throughout the course of their adoption.
7:30 p.m., Monday, April 19
Info: 301.738.1174
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
Adoption Navigators:
8011 Old Georgetown Road
301.738.1174
Bethesda, MD 20814
www.adoptionnavigators.com
3
3

CLC's Small Group
Ministry is praying and
searching for facilitators
and ministers (you!)
who would like to learn
more about a 12-step
Healing and Recovery
Program centered on
Matthew 5.
If you would like more
information, please contact Florence Heacock,
small group coordinator, at 301-652-5160,
ext. 3, or email her at:
flohea@
heartmindsoul.com.
celebraterecovery.com

Youth & Family Ministry
Creation is an annual 4-day festival held on the Agape Farm in Mt.
Union, Pa. Nearly 50 of the top Christian solo musicians and bands
have committed to performing (see Creation packet), and more
than a dozen influential ministry leaders including Luis Palau, Josh
McDowell, Rob Bell and Joshua Harris will speak. The festival
also includes comedians, fireworks, X Games, skateboard and
BMX team exhibitions, and seminars.

CREATION EAST — JUNE 23-26, 2004
(We will return to CLC the afternoon of June 27)
People of all ages are welcome to attend!!! There are reduced rates for children under the age of 11, and
children 6 and under are free!
Creation information packets are available in the colonnade and on the children & youth table in the Narthex. Please read the information thoroughly and speak to Jennifer Tessneer if you have any questions.
Hope you can join us!!!

Registration and deposit due to Jennifer Tessneer by Sunday, April 25.
Please see the Creation information packet for details.

Awesome Faith Resources for Parents, Teens and Kids!
Revolve New Testament

“Seeds of Courage” CD

Designed for teen girls, this New Testament disguised as a magazine includes faith articles on
friendship, school, dating, getting along with
parents and other issues, as well as quizzes,
―Blabs‖ (Q&A), ―truth or dares‖ and devotional
reading plans. One for teen guys coming soon!
http://www.familychristian.com/shop/
product.asp?ProdID=9163

Have a question or
want to get involved in
Youth & Family
Ministry at CLC? Ask
one of these people:
Youth & Family Committee
Lisa Bente (council representative)
Jennifer Tessneer (minister of family/community care)
George Wenchel (council representative)
Open Council Representative Seat

CONTINUING
IN APRIL

WHAT IN THE WORLD AM I HERE FOR?
Join us as we discover the answer!

Attention All Kids!
God has a special purpose for your
life! Come discover it with us!

Attention Teenagers!
Come discover
God’s purposes
for your life!

10:15
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
a.m. on
Sundays in the
Sundays,
Youth Room,
except
reconvening on
Easter
April 18.
Sunday
4
4
(April 11).

Children’s Team

WARNING:
Listening to this
CD might cause
one to unknowingly memorize
Scripture! Comes
with 12 Scripture
memory cards.
http://cmcdistribution.com/book2/
music/seeds.htm

Small Groups for
Children & Youth
Pathfinders Sunday Morning
Adventure for Children & Teens
meets from 10:15 a.m. — 11:15
a.m. every Sunday.
Making Disciples Confirmation
Ministry meets weekly. Time
TBD.

CLC Teenagers meet from 6 p.m.
Laurie Heinecke, Pathfinders pre-school and
— 8 p.m. every Sunday for fun,
lower elementary teacher
friendship and Bible Study. Come
Jennifer Tessneer, Pathfinders upper elementary teacher
hungry!

Youth Team

For details or to volunteer with
children & youth, please call
Jennifer Tessneer at 301-6525160. Many thanks & blessings!

Eileen Dalzell, Pathfinders junior high teacher
Rachel King, youth group leader
Erica Sprague, youth group leader
Mark Woodward, Pathfinders senior high teacher

Youth Contacts
Ian ―You Can Call Me Hank‖ Dalzell
Sam Fondry
Jonathan ―Sleepy‖ Hoang
Chris Yu
5

5

