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OUR MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 
The mission of Christ Evangelical  
Lutheran Church is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ and to transform all 
people into fully devoted followers 
of Jesus Christ. 
 

OUR VISION  
STATEMENT 

 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
exists to 
 

Welcome people to faith; 
Equip people with a faith that 
works in real life; 
Send people into service into a 
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’ 
name. 

 

GREAT  
COMMANDMENT 

 
“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind… Love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 
22:37-39) 
 

GREAT  
COMMISSION 

 
“Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the  
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

Highlights 

   
Here it is, New Year’s again!  At least, that’s what it feels like to me 
when the new school year begins.  I believe that most of us have been 
conditioned to think of the end of summer as the beginning of a  
new year with children moving on to a new grade level, the end of 
summer vacation and parents returning to the work force only to wait 
for the next holiday break to come.  Although, the “official end of 
summer” is Labor Day, yet the weather often will tell us differently.  
The calendar end of summer this year is September 23rd, 4:21 am  
and sometimes we can squeeze out a bit more summer fun if the 
weather cooperates. 
 
 And, yet . . . there is a sense of anticipation that begins to build 
in September, just as it does when we are children going to school.  
Even in Sundays and Seasons, the worship planning book we use in the 
office at Christ Church, there is a shift from “Time After Pentecost – 
Summer” to “Time After Pentecost – Autumn” at the beginning of 
September, with different Confession and Forgiveness and Sending 
of Communion texts, among other changes,  
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(continued from page 1) 

NEW YEAR AGAIN  

for the next couple of months.  Leaves on the trees 
in our yards and parks are not the only things 
changing! 
 
 What about us?  We don’t start storing up 
food for the cold months like, squirrels and other 
animals, do we?  Or, do we?  Fall is often the time 
when congregations have stewardship emphases,  
as the budget will soon be prepared for the coming 
year.  Sometimes it appears that it is hard to share 
our money, time and energy as if we actually are 
squirrels getting ready for a long winter!  Yet,  
there was a time, in the not too distant past, in  
this season when we did celebrate the bounty of 
harvests done, silos full, frozen and canned goods 
cramming the shelves.  Why are we so often of two 
minds about sharing what we have? 
 
 Maybe it is because we don’t often enough 
look at the gifts and blessings we have but choose 
instead to focus on what we don’t have.  There is 
an old quote that says, “You can’t use what you 
ain’t got.”  Spiritual friends of Christ Lutheran 
Church, I think we need to look beyond the  
negative and encourage ourselves to remember, 
“We each have something to contribute.”  Or, 
“Inside every need is an asset.”  And Luther Snow, 
the author of, The Power of Asset Mapping, said it 
this way, “You can’t build a snowball with a 
screen.”  Let us begin to think more positively in 
this New Year—positive reflections and actions 
will be an enormous asset for each of us and the 
entire congregation as we move forward.  
 

What Luther Snow means is, if you’re going 
to come up with a bad reason for why we should 
not be putting our faith in action then we only 
leave a pile of assets, interests, and hopes piled like 
dead, dried leaves on the ground.  We too often 
screen out the possibilities by thinking negatively 
rather than celebrating and using the value of exist-
ing things. 
 
  

In this new year of our 80th Anniversary as a  
congregation let us shift our thinking, from not-
enough to realizing the bounty of our blessings,  
as we fully use our talents, our passions and God’s 
continuing grace together to do the mighty work of 
Jesus Christ right here in Bethesda, Maryland.   
 

On September the 20th we will come together 
as a whole congregation and faith community to  
celebrate the marvelous heritage and legacy of the 
Christian Faith left by the many who came before  
us in service, life and ministry as Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Bethesda.  It will also be a time  
of looking forward to dream and pray for our future. 
“One who prays never prays alone,” says Bonhoeffer. 
So also, “one who serves never serves alone.”  
So come and let us together connect the dots of all 
who make-up the Christ Lutheran Church Commu-
nity in new ways, and give one another permission to 
follow, to give thanks to God,  our fellowship and our 
life together as the Body of Christ. 
 
Pastor Tony Carpenter 
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Welcome to CELC! 
 

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church? Want to know more about 
our faith community? Please email 
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com, 
to begin receiving our weekly  
e-newsletter. 
 
 
 

Holy Communion  
Information 
 

The sacrament of Holy Communion 
is offered at both worship services, 
every Sunday morning. We offer 
traditional wine and grape juice. 

Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice is white 
and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like 
more information about communion, contact Pastor  
Tony by e-mail at  PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.com 
 

Greet and Treat Ministry 
 

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat  
ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces  
to greet worshippers each Sunday morning!  
To sign up, contact Bobby (bobby@heartmindsoul). 

 

Fair Trade Coffee 
 

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the  
means for small farmers to make enough money 
to support themselves while using the premiums 
to improve their standard of living.  
 
Here’s what’s available: 
 
 pillow packets            

(pre-ground) of Regular 
(Mind Body Soul) and 
Decaf (Columbian). Each 
pillow packet makes one 
pot (about 64 oz.) of   
coffee ($2) 

 
 a variety of whole bean and  

ground regular and decaf coffees  
($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg and decaf) 

 
To learn more about this coffee,  
visit www.equalexchange.com  
 
Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support 
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for  
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please  
contact Lisa Bente at carpedm28@verizon.net.  

IN AND AROUND CELC 

 
 
     
 
 
 

Find us on Facebook: 
Christ Lutheran Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on twitter: 
@christbethesda 

 

mailto:PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.com
mailto:carpedm28@verizon.net
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Rainbow Via de Cristo  

 

Ultreya Community Gathering Potluck 

Saturday, Sept. 12 
5:30-8:00 pm 

Location & Directions  

Lord of Life Lutheran Church (Clifton Campus) 
13421 Twin Lakes Drive, Clifton VA 20124 

Church website: www.lordoflifeva.org 

Join us on Saturday, September 12th from 5:30 - 8pm with fellowship, food, singing and a 4th day talk .   

Please bring a main dish or dessert to share, and a beverage of your choice. Musician should bring your 

instruments.   

 
FALL WEEKEND RETREATS 

Oct. 15-18, 2015 

 

The weekends are held at: 
Patuxent River 4H Center 
18405 Queen Anne Road 

Upper Marlboro, MD 20774 
 

A typical weekend begins on Thursday evening and closes late Sunday afternoon. A team of clergy and lay 
people present a program based on the topics of grace, Christian living and the church. There are  
numerous opportunities for discussion, reflection, prayer, sharing, spiritual counseling, communion,  
singing and fellowship. These weekends, the Via de Cristo (Way of Christ), are for all adult Christians that 
have an active desire to deepen their faith, knowledge, discipleship and love of Christ.   
  
Over the years, participation in this opportunity for spiritual growth has helped over 2,000 parishioners in 
the Washington DC Metropolitan Region become more dedicated followers of Jesus Christ.  This  
movement was founded in Spain in the 1940's; the local community has been active since 1979 and is one 
of 44 Via de Cristo communities in the United States.  Visit www.rainbow-vdc.com for more information. 

  

If you are interested in attending these events, Talk to Dave and Dee Lambert. 
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invites you to our celebration of  
80 years  

of Christian faith and ministry. 
   

A Special Worship Service  
on 

Sunday, September 20, 2015  
at  10:30 a.m.  
Reception to follow  

 

Please RSVP as soon as possible! 
If you have not received a formal invitation, please e-mail us at 

Membership@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 

8011 Old Georgetown Road  
Bethesda, Maryland  20814 

301-652-5160  www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org  
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

ABOUT THE HISTORY/REMEMBRANCE DISPLAY... 

Do you have pictures, etc. you would like to share?  
Drop off or forward to the church office to Ingrid Dallaire's attention.  
Need help to organize and display items. If you would like to volunteer,  
contact Ingrid Dallaire at 301-455-6962 or Ingrid.Dallaire@LongandFoster.com 
 

ABOUT INVITATIONS...  

Do you know someone we should invite?   
Think about out of town family, friends, etc.  Please forward their email address/mailing  
address to Membership@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 

ABOUT THE RECEPTION...  
Donations and Helpers needed.  
Please contact Dave Lambert at 301-983-5034. 

mailto:Ingrid.Dallaire@LongandFoster.com
mailto:membership@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
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   A living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  
 
 When Lutherans talk about faith, we are talking about the relationship 
God’s Holy Spirit creates with us. It’s a relationship where God’s promise 
of steadfast love and mercy in Jesus opens us to a life of bold trust in God 
and joyful, generous service to everyone we know and meet in daily life.  
 
 Martin Luther was exuberant when he described the freedom of “a living, 
daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that believers would 
stake their lives on it a thousand times.” He once wrote, “Oh, it is a living, 
busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. It is impossible for it not to be doing 
good things unceasingly.”  
 
Faith convictions expressed as statements of belief flow from this  
confident trust in God. ELCA Lutherans share in the faith expressed in  
the Apostles’, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds, in the Lutheran confessional 
writings (collected as the Book of Concord), and in the ELCA Confession 
of Faith.  
 
 At the same time faith does not close our minds to the world and our 
hearts to others. We continue to listen to the Scriptures of the Old and  
New Testaments. We listen to the witness of others and we watch for  
the ways God is active in the world around us. Faith opens a place for  
engaging others in conversation, for seeking the truth, for asking questions 
and speaking love in word and deed.  
 
 Faith is a full life, liberated for a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 
Take from ELCA faith page web sit:  http://www.elca.org/en/Faith 
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THRIVE 

 
 
 
 
 
Thrive will start the Autumn Bible Study on September 26 using the book, Comeback Churches 
by Ed Stetzer and Mike Dodson.  This book recounts the stories of over 300 failing churches 
and their eventual "comebacks".  It is a book of practical advice and is Biblically grounded. 
 
In October and November we will meet the first and third Saturdays of each month and then 
once  in December. We meet from 9:00 to 10:30 am - breakfast included, and we meet in 
homes or at the church.   
 
We welcome all to join us whether it is just for one visit or more than that.   
Please talk to me at church or call on 240-476-7633 if you want more information. 
 
"The Bible teaches a central truth about prayer:  
Prayer changes things, including us, our churches, and our communities.  
In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, the Bible exhorts us, 'Pray constantly.'. John Ortberg says,  
'Prayer is learned behavior.  Nobody is born an expert at it.  No one ever masters prayer'.   
An increased emphasis on prayer was a major factor of importance to these comeback 
churches." 
 
Sanna Solem  at  Sannalsolem@gmail.com 

As Jesus cares for all of His sheep,  

it is right for us to care as well. May we all pray for our inactive members, that they may return to an active fellowship 

in worship with Him and, if possible, also with us. If you know someone who is a member whom you have not seen in 

church for some time, call that person, send an e-mail, drop a note, stop by. We need for us all to be together as much as 

those we have not seen for a while.  
 

Luke 15:3-7 

3 So he told them this parable: 4 "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave  

the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it  

on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them,  

"Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over  

one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=WOMEN'S+BIBLE+STUDY+CLIP+ART&view=detail&id=FF6BA037EE8241036C84DAD13A4304F91B954FD1&first=0&qpvt=WOMEN'S+BIBLE+STUDY+CLIP+ART&FORM=IDFRIR
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 Join Us Sundays for Challenging Lifestyles  
 

By Larry Goolsby 
 
Several Sundays ago, one of our Bible readings was Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2.  
Here are some excerpts from that passage:  
 
So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one 
another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger … Let no evil talk come out of 
your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace  
to those who hear. … Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander,  
together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
As we do most weeks, our Challenging Lifestyles group begins our time together by reading the week’s  
lectionary passages, followed by discussion of what these messages mean to us in the context of our daily 
lives. These verses that Paul wrote in Ephesians are so universal that they can be applied to nearly every  
human experience, but especially of course any time there is disagreement, disappointment, conflict,  
and anger – which sometimes can be far too often. In fact, if you focus on the daily news and such selected  
examples of communication (which might be stretching that term) as internet comments or tweets,  
a visitor from another planet might think we do nothing but fight, tear each other down, and hurl insults  
and accusations.  
 
We can give sincere thanks that there is much more to life than that, and that by taking a little time to find 
them, we can quickly find abundant examples of kindness, civility, support, and even the love that Paul urges. 
We often find ourselves doing just that in our Sunday morning talks – taking this brief time out of the week to 
get away from the “noise” of daily life that can easily drown out the Christian approach that Paul describes.  
 
Meeting weekly together has been an excellent way for us to refresh our commitments to that different  
way of living and the rewards it brings. It is a great help in meeting the challenges that come our way 
(whether at home, in the workplace, or even within our church community), and in reminding us to love  
others “as Christ loved us.” We are blessed by our fellowship and invite all of you to join us.  
 
We also from time to time will change our regular routines and have special presentations such as the  
recent video and study series by John Ortberg on the impact of Jesus, “Who is This Man – The Unpredictable 
Impact of the Inescapable Jesus.” (Incidentally, we still have a few of the Ortberg books on hand;  
see me if you’d like a copy.) We are looking at several similar offerings as possibilities for the fall months,  
so watch for announcements – and of course if you have suggestions please speak up! Come on upstairs  
with us between the services Sundays, or I can be reached at clgoolsby@verizon.net or (301) 946-6479.    
 

    We welcome your presence any Sunday!   
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD  20814 

www.christlutheranbethesda.org 

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —                                           

October 18th—November 15th and December 20th 2015  

     10:15—11:15 a.m.,    

for our community breakfasts to share a meal together.  

This is also an opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions,  

and questions regarding the future of CELC. If you would like to  

bring a food item to share,  

Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org)  

or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net) 

CELC  
Community 
Breakfasts 

Time: 

Contact person: 

ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Dates:      October     18th 
         November 15th 
         December 20th 
           

mailto:bobby@heartmindsoul.com
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Dr. Albert Esch, Gail Ahrendts family, Bruce 

Risser family, Pastor John D. Muller family, 

Wilma Christ, Terrance Green, Dr. Gertrude 

Haugan, Amy, Gerald Calabrese Alexandra 

Egress, Hafizi Family, Chee Kin Tang,  Family 

of Michael Buxton, Dallaire Family, Michael 

Small, Suzan Swanton, Mary Anne Poch, Aa-

ron, Patricia Nuzum, Wertlieb, Bob Blatzheim,  

Ariane Hafizi,  Darlene Grander’s son; Evin 

Biel; Terry Seaks & Family of Jane Seaks; Tom 

Parrott, husband of Suzanne Parrott; ; Elke 

Meldau-Womack; Marie-Laure; Oscar Line; 

The young men of Nick's Place; The ministry 

of the Mi Refugio in Guatemala; The children 

at The Children's Inn at NIH and their families 

and caregivers.   

O Lord, we thank thee for our daily bread. 
May it strengthen and refresh our bodies! 
And we pray thee, nourish our souls with 
thy heavenly grace through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen 

Jeremiah 29:12 In those days when you pray, I will listen. 

Prayer  
 
Prayer an object of worship,  
or a spiritual entity through deliberate 
communication. Prayer can be a form  
of religious practice, may be either  
individual or communal and take place 
in public or in private. It may involve the 
use of words or song. When language is 
used, prayer may take the form of a 
hymn, incantation, formal creed, or a 
spontaneous utterance in the praying 
person. There are different forms of 
prayer such as petitionary prayer,  
prayers of supplication, thanksgiving, 
and worship/praise. requesting guidance, 
requesting assistance, confessing sins or 
to express one's thoughts and emotions.  

Our prayer list… 

Prayer Corner 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_behaviour#Religious_actions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incantation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supplication
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Counseling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sin
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Bethesda CROP Hunger Walk 
Sunday, September 13, 2015 • Bethesda, MD 

 

CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service  
and organized by religious groups, businesses, schools and others to raise funds to end  

hunger in the U.S. and around the world.  
 

Bethesda CROP Hunger Walk  
Sunday, September 13, 2015  

Registration: 1:00 p.m.  
Walk: 1:30 p.m.  

 

The walk starts at: 

Bethesda Chevy Chase High School 
Main Entrance 

4301 East-West Hwy 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

 

To register or donate go to: www.cwsglobal.org 

 

Christ Lutheran Church will host a water station out front of Church on day of  
Walk, Volunteers are need please contact Dave Lambert 

drlambert@gracefulgrowingtogether.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bethesda+Chevy+Chase+High+School/@38.9876687,-77.0851138,17z/data=%214m2%213m1%211s0x89b7c96f9dde8bd1:0x5220ad74c172ab8e
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bethesda+Chevy+Chase+High+School/@38.9876687,-77.0851138,17z/data=%214m2%213m1%211s0x89b7c96f9dde8bd1:0x5220ad74c172ab8e
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      The biblical narrative of Pentecost is given in the second chapter 
      of the Book of Acts. Present were about one hundred and twenty 
      followers of Christ (Acts 1:15), including the Twelve Apostles 
      (i.e. the Eleven faithful disciples and Matthias who was Judas' 
      replacement) (Acts 1:13, 26), his mother Mary, various other 
      women disciples and his brothers (Acts 1:14). 

      Their reception of the Holy Spirit in the Upper Room is recounted 
      in Acts 2:1–6: 

While those on whom the Spirit had descended were speaking in many languages, the Apostle Peter stood up 
with the eleven and proclaimed to the crowd that this event was the fulfillment of the prophecy ("I will pour 
out my spirit"). In Acts 2:17, it reads: "'And in the last days,' God says, 'I will pour out my spirit upon every 
sort of flesh, and your sons and your daughters will prophesy and your young men will see visions and your 
old men will dream dreams." He also mentions (2:15) that it was the third hour of the day (about 9:00 AM). 
Acts 2:41 then reports: "Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls." 

Peter stated that this event was the beginning of a continual outpouring that would be available to all believers 
from that point on, Jews and Gentiles alike. 

Traditional interpretation holds that the Descent of the Holy Spirit took place in the Upper Room, or Cenacle, 
while celebrating the day of Pentecost (Shavuot). The Upper Room was first mentioned in Luke 22:12–13 
( "And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there make ready. And they went, and found as he had 
said unto them: and they made ready the passover."). This Upper Room was to be the location of the  
Last Supper and the institution of Holy Communion. The next mention of an Upper Room is in Acts 1:13–14, 
the continuation of the Luke narrative, authored by the same biblical writer. 

Here the disciples and women wait and they gave themselves up to constant prayer: "And when they were 
come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, 
and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the  
brother of James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women,  
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren." 

Then, in Acts 2:1–2, "And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting.", "They" refers to the aforementioned disciples, and it includes the women.  
The "place" referring to the same Upper Room where these persons had "continued with one accord in  
prayer and supplication". 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_the_Apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostle_(Christian)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_the_Apostles#Peter_and_the_apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cenacle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shavuot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Supper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Communion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciple_(Christianity)
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September  
11 Lisa Rickard 

17 Logan Miller 

23 Emily Blatzheim 

24 Debbie Hansen 

28 Barry Lemley 

 

October 
17 Maura Miller  

20 Nick Lezama  

24 Linda Parker 

29 Edwin Mayer  

30 Alex Nowak 
If you have not submitted your birthday for our records, 
please do so — yellow slips are available in the narthex. 

80th Reception  
Help Needed 

 

 
Much of the food for the 80th Anniversary will be bought at COSTO or a restaurant supply 
house.  Dave is looking for people to donate money toward this cost in lieu of bringing  
something and he will do much of the shopping.  However, Deviled Eggs are a popular item 
and he is looking for 3 people to come to the Festival of Cooking on Friday 9/18 from 6 - 8 
pm.  Volunteers are needed to make around 100 Tea Sandwiches on Sunday 9/20 before the 
service.  Also, is a small team of people interested in setting up and decorating the Hospitality 
Room that morning?  All Sunday volunteers should arrive no later than 9:15am on 9/20.   
Contact Dave Lambert if you can help.  Checks should be made out to CELC with a notation  
of "80th Reception" in the memo line.   
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...From the Music Ministry 
 

CELEBRATING 80+ YEARS OF BEAUTIFUL MUSIC 
 

The summer of 2015 has been one of great activity,  
transition and preparation in the Music Department. 

 
We were thrilled to find our new organist and pianist, Chris Koelzer, following 
the departure of Luis Reyes in June, to continue his education in California. 
Chris was a colleague and friend of Luis, and came highly recommended by 
him.  A San Francisco Bay Area native, Christopher Koelzer started studying 
piano at age 7 with Natalia Hanukai.  Christopher began collaborating with the 
Gilbert and Sullivan Society of San Jose, and Mission City Opera, at the age of 
13, as a pianist and harpsichordist. He studied Piano Performance at Brigham 
Young University in Provo, Utah from 2006-2011 with Dr. Irene Peery-Fox.  
As a student, Christopher worked in BYU’s Opera Studio for six full-stage  
productions as rehearsal pianist and harpsichordist. Christopher was invited  
to and participated in the IMAP program in Plzen, Czech Republic in 2009.  
He attended the Aspen Music Festival and School in Aspen, Colorado, with  
full scholarship, in 2011-2012, returning as a Vocal Fellow in 2014.  
Christopher currently coaches and performs with singers and instrumentalists 
in New York City and the Washington, D.C. area. Christopher attends Universi-
ty of Maryland, graduated with a Master’s Degree in Collaborative Piano in 
May 2014, and is continuing in Doctoral studies this Fall. He studies with  
Professor Rita Sloan. 
 

We also had to say farewell to Wil Brumbach our lead electric guitarist of the past 5 years, but God’s perfect timing 
allowed long-time sub Stephen Leas to step into those shoes and keep the continuity of the praise band alive.   
Steve is doing a fabulous job as well, and all of the musicians are so multi-talented.  Paul Keesling was away for the 
summer, and Logan Seith stepped in, but we knew ahead of time that he was moving to Texas in August.   
Paul Keesling will be back with us on drums on September 6th. 
 
I remind all that every month from September through May, the Rock Creek Chamber Players, a network of local  
musicians, puts on a concert once a month on the 2nd Sunday at 3 pm.  There will be a concert on Sunday,  
September 13th. 
 
Back on Sunday, May 17th,  there was a concert that was the first of its kind in the Metro DC area.  Members of Rock 
Creek Chamber Players partnered with our church,  Music for Food, a musician-based benefit organization based in 
Boston, and Manna Food Center, based in Rockville.  The purpose was to raise money for food for the hungry in the 
Metro DC area.  The concert was free, but donations and matching gifts of  over $20,000 went toward the great cause!  
Don’t miss the next Music for Food concert, which will be at our church again on Sunday, November 15 at 2 pm!   

 
We are hard at work planning music for the 80th Anniversary on  
September 20th, have several superb instrumentalists playing,  
and are looking for additional singers to sing with the choir that day.   
 
If you are interested in singing with our choir for the 80th, whether to 
sing on Sunday for our 11:15 am Traditional service, or to sing in our 
upcoming concerts, please contact Richard Czypinski at 301-652-5160 
or Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org  

mailto:Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org


17 

 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION  
FOR CHILDREN 

Age 3 – Elementary School Age 

 
CELC’s Sunday School  

takes place  
 

every Sunday   
at 10:15 am 

 
Contact Judy at 

mish2t@gmail.com  

 

 
   

  

 Congregation Meeting  
 
 
 
 September 13, 2015 at 10:15am  
  between services at CELC. 
 
 
 We will be voting, have updates,  
  and information regarding   
 80th Celebration for September 20th. 
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Guiding Star  
Child Development Center 

 

Guiding Star Child Development Center provides 
exceptional child development services in a safe,  
nurturing Christian environment.  Our philosophy:  
Safety is essential. Nurturing and respecting the      
uniqueness of each child is key.  

 
    We offer child care in Bethesda:                                                     
 8011 Old Georgetown Rd                                                                                                                                  
 For : 301-656-9003. 

The church of the first century 

was incredibly dynamic and flexi-

ble. Communities of Jesus follow-

ers met together in their homes, 

learning and growing together by 

meeting one  

another’s needs. That early life of 

the Fellowship of Believers is described in Acts 2:41-47.  

Over the years and through the centuries, Christians 

have continued to find that the best way to experience 

true Christian fellowship is in a small group. 

 

It’s a place where you can come to give and receive ideas, 

help, and encouragement. It’s a place where you're part 

of a group that's seeking to grow in their faith just as you 

are; a group that will be with you through your struggles 

and rejoice with you in your triumphs. It's a place where 

you usually gain lifelong friends!  

 

Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or you're 

a seasoned Christian, you'll be challenged and moved by 

participating in a small group.  

 Thinking on                                                
 these things… 
 

The most destructive habit …………………...…….Worry 
Greatest Joy……………………….………….……...Giving 
Greatest Loss…………………………..Loss of self-respect 
Most Satisfying Work……………………...Helping others 
Ugliest personality trait …………………………Selfishness 
Most endangered species ……………….Dedicated leaders 
Greatest natural resource……………………….Our youth 
Greatest “shot in the arm”………………. Encouragement 
Greatest problem to overcome…………………….….Fear 
Most Effective Sleeping Pill………………...Peace of mind 
Most Powerful force in life …………………………..Love 
Most Crippling Failure Disease ……………...…...Excuses 
Worst Thing to be without …………………..…….. Hope 
Most beautiful attire ……………………..…………..Smile 
Most powerful channel of communication …….….Prayer 

 
 
Thanks to those who have already shared their  
archives with us; we now have Membership  
Directories from 1968, 1987, 1995, 1997, 2006 
and 2012. If you have copies from other years,  
we would love to borrow and copy them.  
We are also looking for documents related  
to significant events such as a wedding,  
funeral, 1st communion and confirmation.  
Old photographs are also of interest.  
Your originals will be returned.   
 
If you have materials to share or have  
any questions, see Richard Czypinski or  
 Dave Lambert. 

Looking for  Some 
Packrats 

Church History 

http://bible.us/Acts2.41-47.NIV
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Small Group Ministries 

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic 
Sunday morning experience for those 
wishing to learn, experience the life-
style of Jesus Christ in the 21st Cen-
tury “challenging lifestyles.” A Bibli-
cal, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, 
and supportive fellowship. Sundays, 
10:15 am in The Upper Room.  
Contact Larry Goolsby: 301-946-
6479; or clgoolbylsby@verizon.net  

 
“THRIVE” for women 
seeking in-depth  
Bible study, fellow-
ship, fun, outreach  
ministries meets  

September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on 
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each 
month. Breakfast included.  
Contact Sanna Solem at: 
sannalsolem@gmail.com  
or 301-571-0050  
 
“Men’s Master Builders”   
A few years ago, 
CELC had a growing 
and active men’s 
small group/bible 
study.   

 
Several men     
of CELC have lost 
their men’s small 
group – are there a 
few guys out there 
who are interested 
in facilitating/
participating in a 

“men’s small group”?  If so, please 
talk with Larry Goolsby.  If you do not  
connect with Larry, please email  
Mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

and we will pass your message and 
contact information on to Larry. 

Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles,  
and joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, 
and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respect-
ed. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love  
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people. 

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer, 
study, discussion, fellowship.  
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer  
Services and prayer study. Contact 
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or 
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034) 
 
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based 
on material provided by the Wom-
en of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm 
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  
Contact Alice Daniel  
(301-949-4688)                           
 
 

Reasons to Join a 
Small Group: 

 

 You will understand the   
Bible better in a small group. 

 You will begin to really feel 
like part of God’s family. 

 Prayer will become more 
meaningful to you. 

 You will be able to handle 
times of crisis, change, and 
stress better. 

 You will have a natural way 
to share Christ with friends, 
relatives, and work            
associates. 

 You will develop leadership 
skills you never knew you 
had! 

 You will deepen your under-
standing of  worship. 

 You will have fellowship, 
laughter, and fun. 

mailto:goolsbycl@comcast.net
mailto:sannalsolem@gmail.com
mailto:mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=small+groups&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1463&bih=689&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsb&tbnid=gVbs4U4gq96JSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.faithec.org/smallgroups.htm&docid=LumDouVrcJo5uM&imgurl=http://www.faithec.org/images/small_group1.jpg&w=388&h=225&ei=7Yo3U
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NUhC3VNR8ADVxM&tbnid=uo-n43TnJ7hPMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvineyardboisegroups.wordpress.com%2F&ei=upBUUYLTKafi0gGP3oHQCw&bvm=bv.44442042,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNH5k_Ej
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Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
8011 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD 20814 
Phone: 301-652-5160 

Fax: 301-652-2301 
www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
CLC@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

 
Pastor Tony Carpenter  

Interim Pastor 
PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

 
Richard Czypinski 

Minister of Music & IT Administrator 
Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

 
 

Bobby Larsen 
Office Administrator 

Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 
 

Karu Sooriya 
Finance Administrator 

Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 

Christopher Koelzer 
Organist/Pianist 

Chris@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 

Church Council 
Sanna Solem, President 

Eleanor Black, Vice President                  
Larry Goolsby, Secretary 

Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer 
Farshad Bahari 

Don Cuming 
Alice Daniel  

Frank Goodyear 
Lisa Rickard                                               

Nathan Sprenger 
 

Church Council meets every  
3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm 

Church members are welcome to attend 
Our church website is now 

ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

Mission of The Connection 
 

To communicate about disciple-making 
events and opportunities, all for the 

glory of God and to grow His Kingdom. 
 
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the 
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!  
 
 

Next Connection Deadline 
 

Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by 
5:00 pm on Thursday, October  22nd.  

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?  
Please email Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter. 

 

Regular Schedule 
 

  9:15 am Contemporary Worship 

        with Communion in the Sanctuary 

 10:15 am Christian Education for Adults 

        (see details inside newsletter) 
   Faith Formation for Children 
        Ages 3 thru Elementary School age 

 11:15 am Traditional Worship       

       with Communion in the Sanctuary 


