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OUR MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

The mission of Christ Evangelical  
Lutheran Church is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ and to transform all 
people into fully devoted followers 
of Jesus Christ. 
 

OUR VISION  
STATEMENT 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
exists to 
 

Welcome people to faith; 
Equip people with a faith that 
works in real life; 
Send people into service into a 
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’ 
name. 

 

GREAT  
COMMANDMENT 

 

“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind… Love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 
22:37-39) 
 

GREAT  
COMMISSION 

 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the  
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

Highlights 

Dear Friends, 
 

A new year brings opportunities and challenges,  
high hopes and a few fears, along with the certainty that  
there will be change, no matter how large or small.  
The good news for most of us in 2015 is that we have  
another chance to complete those pending projects from  
last year that were hard to get to or to completely cross  
them off our list and start fresh ones in the coming New 
Year.  

 
In 2014 our Guiding Star Preschool moved into the  

fellowship hall and brought nearly forty pre-school children 
and staff under one roof.  With this change we added a  
Guiding Star Pre-School Children’s Chapel Service each 
Wednesday at 11:00 am.  The initial anticipation of bring 
Guiding Star from Wilson Lane required much planning,  
effort, adjustment and prayer, but amazingly it has worked 
quite well.  
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(continued from page 1) 

  HAPPY NEW YEAR FOR 2015! 

For the Christian believer every new 
adventure requires a measure of faithful  
believing—a faith that with God’s help,  
we will endure and God will guide us as 
surely as God guided the Israelites through 
the desert.   As with those who wandered 
through the desert to Canaan, God’s  
faithfulness was not the question—we are.   
How will we compassionately welcome 
each new challenge in 2015?  How will we 
welcome each new visitor/change as they, 
surely will come into our lives, families, 
homes, community, and church in the  
New Year?       

 
Over the past year, your efforts  

and contributions made possible a host of 
visions that we might accomplish in doing 
God’s work here at CELC. Our list is re-
markable. You have continued to support  
a very successful commitment of mission 
obligations to the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America in disaster relief,  
church development, and countless other 
challenges.  In the community, you have 
had CELC members collect food, clothing, 
towels and personal items for the homeless 
shelter.  Others have provided financial 
support for several ministries: Bethesda 
Care Homeless Shelter Backpack,  
Mi Refugio Mission in Guatemala,  
and Thrivent Builds.   

 
The past year has been amazing  

in many more ways. First communion  
instruction was provided to 6 children  
and regular Sunday School Bible instruction 
was provided to youth and regular Sunday 
morning Family Life Style Discussion group 
for adults. All have contributed in many 
ways to share the faith and Good News  
of Christ’s Gospel.  A special thanks to 
Richard Czypinski, our Minister of Music 
and It Administrator, to Bobby Larsen our 
Office Administrator, Karu Naratne,  
our Financial Administrator, and Angelica 
Rodriquez, our Custodian and we welcome 

Luis Reyes to our staff as Organist.  
 

I am ever grateful to God for those of 
you who have shown tireless effort and gener-
osity in your unselfish contributions to make 
this a  
wonderful ministry and reality.   

 
As your pastor, I rejoice daily and give 

thanks to God for the many blessings I see in 
each of you.  As a congregation, God has 
blessed each of you with wonderful resources 
of talent and faithful commitment.  As the New 
Year unfolds, I ask that you continue to pray 
for your Church, pray for the many ministries 
of this congregation and those who have  
responsibilities of leadership.   

 
Finally, I ask that you pray for a strong 

supportive financial year that CELC might  
continue to move forward with the work that 
God has given as members and worshippers 
of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church.  I look 
forward to further serving you as your Interim 
Pastor as we enter the new year of 2015. I 
wish you and yours a very blessed New Year.  

  
Pastor Tony Carpenter   
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Welcome to CELC! 
 

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church? Want to know more about 
our faith community? Please email 
the church, clc@heartmindsoul.com, 
to begin receiving our weekly  
e-newsletter. 
 
 
 

Holy Communion  
Information 
 

The sacrament of Holy Communion 
is offered at both worship services, 
every Sunday morning. We offer 
traditional wine and grape juice. 

Two crystal chalices are used; the grape juice is white 
and the communion wine is dark red. If you would like 
more information about communion, contact Pastor  
Tony by e-mail at  PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.com 
 

Greet and Treat Ministry 
 

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat minis-
try, which provides goodies and smiling faces to greet 
worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, contact 
Bobby (bobby@heartmindsoul). 

 

Fair Trade Coffee 
 

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the means 
for small farmers to make enough money to  
support themselves while using the premiums to 
improve their standard of living.  
 
Here’s what’s available: 
 
 pillow packets            

(pre-ground) of Regular 
(Mind Body Soul) and 
Decaf (Columbian). Each 
pillow packet makes one 
pot (about 64 oz.) of   
coffee ($2) 

 
 a variety of whole bean 

and ground regular and 
decaf coffees ($8 for 12-
oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg 
and decaf) 

 
To learn more about this coffee, visit 
www.equalexchange.com  
 
Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support 
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for  
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please  
contact Lisa Bente at carpedm28@verizon.net.  

IN AND AROUND CELC 

 
 
     
 
 
 

Find us on Facebook: 
Christ Lutheran Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on twitter: 
@christbethesda 

 

mailto:PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.com
mailto:carpedm28@verizon.net
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    Why We Came, Why We Stay 
  
 
 When Nick and I unexpectedly found ourselves living in the DC area this year, one of our priorities 
was to find a church home -- not just a place to go for an hour or so each week, but a place for fellowship  
and enrichment of our faith.   
  

    And that's why we came. 
  
 After finding Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church on ELCA.org and checking the bus route from  
Silver Spring, we came to the church for the first time on July 20, 2014.  As we came into the sanctuary 
(shortly after the 9:15 service had ended), we were greeted warmly -- "Are you visiting?  Welcome!" --  
and then the three words that are music to my ears, "Come for breakfast!"  What a great surprise!   
Everyone we spoke to made us glad that we had come.  We felt welcomed, not invisible. 
  
 Since that first visit, we continue to worship at Christ.  We feel a real sense of happiness and peace  
in the greetings, inspiration from the lessons and sermon and music, and overall, a genuine feeling that  
we have found what we were hoping for -- a home where Christ is the center. 
  

     And that's why we stay. 
  
     Louise and Nick Hauser 

 

 Cheese Spreads Produced in the   
    GGT Rental Kitchen 
 
Three tubs of yummy cheese spreads were donated for the Christmas Choir Concert Reception by 
Chef Brady Marz.  His business, Picnic Gourmet Spreads, is a small batch cheese spread producer 
that uses all natural ingredients.  He makes cheese spreads every Tuesday in our Graceful Growing 
Together Luther Hall rental kitchen.  As many of you know, in order to sell to the public, food must 
be prepared in a licensed food service facility.  Our fully-licensed kitchen is inspected on a regular 
basis by Montgomery County, just like restaurants in Bethesda.  Picnic Gourmet Spreads can be 
purchased at Wholefoods in the Maryland, DC and Virginia metro area.  For more information  
about this small company, see http:/www.picnicspreads.com   For more information about the  
GGT kitchen rental program, see Dave Lambert, GGT's Culinary Arts Initiative project coordinator.   
Thank you, Chef Brady, for your donation of  
 Red Pepper Feta, Herbed Goat Cheese and Parmesan Cheese spreads! 

http://www.picnicspreads.com/
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JANUARY 
 

7    Caroline Derringer 

12    Eleanor Black 

19    Timothy Smith  

 

 

 
 

If you have not submitted your birthday for our records, please 
do so — yellow slips are available in the narthex. 

                    

BE THANKFUL 
 
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire,  
If you did, what would there be to look forward to ? 
 
Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn. 
 
Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow. 
 
Be thankful for your  limitations, because they give you the opportunities for improvement. 
 
Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character. 
 
Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you valuable lessons. 
 
Be Thankful when you are tired and weary, because it means you have made a difference. 
 
It is easy to be thankful for the good things.  
 
A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who are also thankful for the setbacks. 
 
Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive.  
 
Find a way to be thankful for your troubles and they can become your blessings. 
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 Have you ever had a big party and had lots of leftovers? 
  
Well, there’s a place that can really use your help. It’s the Montgomery County Men’s 
Emergency Shelter. It is a year-round, 24/7 emergency shelter for men experiencing 
homelessness in our community. The shelter at 600 E. Gude Drive in Rockville is  
run by the Montgomery County Coalition for the Homeless. Services and amenities 
include showers, bunks, meals, case management, medical care, and job training  
and vocational counseling services. They gladly accept food donations.  
See http://www.mcch.net for more information.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By the way, leftover food from our recent CELC Christmas Choral Concert Reception didn’t go to waste. 
Dee and Dave Lambert took them to this Men’s Shelter.  

Looking for  Some Packrats 

Church History 
 

Thanks to those who have already shared their archives with us;  
we now have Membership Directories from 1968, 1987, 1995, 
1997, 2006 and 2012. If you have copies from other years, we 
would love to borrow and copy them. We are also looking for  
documents related to significant events such as a wedding, funeral, 
1st communion and confirmation. Old photographs are also of  
interest.  Your originals will be returned.   
 
If you have materials to share or have any questions,  
see Richard Czypinski or Dave Lambert. 
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  Decluttering Solutions Offered at Lifetree Café 

 

Join us near the Shady Grove Metro Station on the Red Line 
for a Fellowship Supper at Outta the Way Cafe at 6:00pm  
followed by Lifetree Café(*) hosted by Derwood Alliance 
Church at 7:30 on January 7. Not only do we need to  
declutter our homes and schedules, we need to declutter  

our church in preparation for our move to temporary quarters while our new 
church and community center is being built.   
Questions or to RSVP, please contact Dave Lambert. 
 
  Practical tips for decluttering your life will be revealed at Lifetree Café on 
 Wednesday, January 7th at 7:30pm - 8:30pm. 
 
 The program, titled "Declutter Your Life: Practical Ways to Find Outer Order 
and Inner Calm," features a filmed interview with Gretchin Rubin, author of the 
New York Times #1 bestselling book The Happiness Project. 
 
 "As I've studied happiness, I've been surprised about how much outer order 
contributes to inner calm," says Rubin. "Clutter-clearing seems insignificant, but it 
energizes people. By getting control of their stuff, people feel they have more con-
trol of larger things." 
 
  Participants will get practical steps for decluttering their homes and their 
 schedules and living calmer, happier lives. 
 
 6:00pm Fellowship Supper, Outta the Way Café, 17503 Redland  Road, 
Derwood, Maryland 20855 http://www.outta.com,  
 
 7:30pm Lifetree Café, Derwood Alliance Church,16501 Redland Road      
 Rockville, Maryland 20855 
 (*) Lifetree Café is an hour of stories and conversation to feed your soul.   

It is a ministry that reaches the unreached with the love of Christ in a fresh,  

new way and is a time and place where people gather in a coffeehouse setting to 

hear inspiring stories and engage in conversation on a different topic every week.  

For more information, see http://www.lifetreecafe.com 

http://www.outta.com
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 Food Festival of Cooking  
Festival of cooking participants were Paula, Dee and 
Dave. Many thanks go out to Paula, Dee and Dave and 
to all the volunteers that made the Festival of food and 
Christmas Concert Reception a marvelously tasty and 
festive setting in hospitality room.  
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SCENES FROM THE CHRISTMAS CHORAL CONCERT & RECEPTION 
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A CONCERT THANK YOU! 
From Richard Czypinski, Minister of Music 

 

On Sunday, December 14th, CELC's Choir presented 
 

An Evening of 
Christmas Musical Delight 

The Christmas concert was a wonderful experience for all, and featured 
many instrumentalists we've worked with before, including Lalanath DeSilva on 
flute, Aubrey Moore on percussion, and Aaron Broadus on trumpet.  In addition, the 
Rock Creek Chamber Players, who put on a great concert every month here at CELC, 
provided the string section.  The concert also featured Christ Lutheran's new and very 
talented organist/pianist, Luis Reyes.  Barry Lemley narrated and Pastor Tony did the 
Introduction and the Lighting of all of the candles during the whole concert. 

As a finale at the end of the concert, the choir summoned up more singers to the platform, and along with the rest of the 
congregation singing along as well, we did a robust performance of the famous Halleluiah Chorus from Handel’s  
Messiah.  We then gathered in the Hospitality Room for the wonderful reception organized by Dave Lambert and 
many others who contributed time and food.  Thank you to all of you as well!   

A free-will offering was part of this concert, but the plates were on tables in the back of the sanctuary, rather than being 
passed around. I am pleased to announce that $421 was collected for Music Ministry in that concert offering, which 
help to offset any additional expenses that went toward the concert.   

I am so proud of the choir and everything that had been accomplished in preparation for this concert and the reception 
that followed.  I am also very happy to have Luis Reyes aboard as our new organist and pianist for the church.  

CELC’S NEW ORGANIST & PIANIST 

Luis Reyes is thrilled to join the congregation at 

Christ Lutheran Church. A native of Asunción, Paraguay, Luis has 

performed extensively both as a violist and pianist throughout 

South America and the U.S. As a violist, he has played and toured 

with numerous ensembles, including the Camerata Miranda,  

Orquesta de la Universidad del Norte, the Arkansas Philharmonic 

Orchestra, the Symphony of Norwest Arkansas and the Ohio Light 

Opera. As a keyboard player, he has collaborated with the  

Maryland Sinfonietta, the University of Maryland Symphony  

Orchestra, University of Maryland Wind Orchestra and The Aspen 

Festival and Philharmonic orchestras.  Luis spent two summers at 

the prestigious Aspen Music Festival and School as a recipient of 

the Vincent Wilkinson Scholarship. He has been a two year  

winner of a graduate fellowship awarded by the National Fund of 

the Arts and Culture of Paraguay. Luis has recently finished a 

master’s degree in collaborative piano at the University of  

Maryland, under Prof. Rita Sloan and is a currently pursuing  

organ studies under Dr. Theodore Guerrant. 
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FAITH FORMATION  
FOR CHILDREN 

Age 3 – Elementary School Age 

 
CELC’s Sunday School  

takes place  
every Sunday   
at 10:15 am 

 

   
 
 
 
 

 
  Thinking on these things… 
 
The most destructive habit …………………….Worry 
Greatest Joy……………………………………...Giving 
Greatest Loss……………………………………..Loss of self-respect 
Most Satisfying Work…………………………...Helping others 
Ugliest personality trait …………………………Selfishness 
Most endangered species ……………………….Dedicated leaders 
Greatest natural resource……………………….Our youth 
Greatest “shot in the arm”………………………Encouragement 
Greatest problem to overcome………………….Fear 
Most Effective Sleeping Pill……………………..Peace of mind 
Most Powerful force in life ……………………..Love 
Most Crippling Failure Disease ………………...Excuses 
Worst Thing to be without …………………….. Hope 
Most beautiful attire ……………………………..Smile 
Most powerful channel of communication …….Prayer 

      

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/176858/Easter
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/115686/Christmas
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/303091/Jesus-Christ
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/356642/Magi
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/52311/baptism
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/306217/Jordan-River
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/177174/Eastern-Orthodoxy
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/115686/Christmas
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/507284/Roman-Catholicism
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/356642/Magi
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Secure donation services are provided by Vanco Services, LLC. Vanco processes electronic donations for thousands of 
churches and nonprofit organizations. The Simply Giving® Program Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union is  
operated by Vanco Services. Simply Giving® is a registered trademark of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent  
Federal Credit Union assumes no responsibility for the products and services offered by Vanco Services under the 
Simply Giving® Program. 

Just click on this button on the website home page and follow the instructions:  
 

Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our church year round. Consider  
scheduling a recurring electronic contribution today. It’s easy! You will no longer need to write  
out checks and prepare envelopes every week. Even when travel, illness or other circumstances 
prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to be received on 
an uninterrupted basis. 

 

Each holiday season, Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church anticipates and relies on a seasonal  
increase in contributions. It is through the donations of every individual and family in the congrega-
tion that we are able to carry on our work now and throughout the year.    
 

In contrast, the church usually experiences a sharp drop in giving right after the holidays, and into 
January and February, as well as the summer months.  We all may go on vacations, but the 
church itself never goes on vacation, and the bills must continue to get paid.   End-of Year Gifts 
are strongly encouraged and much appreciated, but that is in addition to regular giving all year 
long, which is absolutely essential to the financial operations of the church.  
  
To set up a recurring giving schedule, Go to the church website, www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org  
and look for the Online Giving button below:  

Check out CELC’s online giving page!   

  Go to the church's website to access the page! 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?ChristEvangelicalLut/9c7b49ffe8/02867bb16c/c25d02f03e/appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRl3w0PHzQvFfyui3tNsjfkOhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboudQF8DAn-F6w5SFoEVJt9qU=&ver=3
http://www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRl3w0PHzQvFfyui3tNsjfkOhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboudQF8DAn-F6w5SFoEVJt9qU=&ver=3
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD  20814 

www.heartmindsoul.com 

Join us in the Hospitality Room on Sundays —                                         

January 18th , then February 15th and  March 15th, 2014  

     10:15—11:15 a.m.,    

for our community breakfasts to share a meal together.  

This is also an opportunity to share your thoughts, suggestions,  

and questions regarding the future of CELC. If you would like to  

bring a food item to share,  

Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org)  

or Larry Goolsby (goolsbycl@comcast.net) 

CELC  
Community 
Breakfasts 

Time: 

Contact person: 

ChristLutheranBethesda.org

Dates:       January  18th 
  February   15th 
  March        15th   

mailto:bobby@heartmindsoul.com


14 

 

 

 

Guiding Star  
Child Development Center 

 

Guiding Star Child Development Center provides 
exceptional child development services in a safe,  
nurturing Christian environment.  Our philosophy:  
Safety is essential. Nurturing and respecting the      
uniqueness of each child is key.  

 
    We offer child care in Bethesda:                                                     
 8011 Old Georgetown Rd                                                                                                                                  
 For : 301-656-9003. 

The church of the first cen-

tury was incredibly dynamic 

and flexible. Communities of 

Jesus followers met togeth-

er in their homes, learning 

and growing together by 

meeting one another’s 

needs. That early life of the Fellowship of Believers is 

described in Acts 2:41-47.  

Over the years and through the centuries, Christians 

have continued to find that the best way to experi-

ence true Christian fellowship is in a small group. 

 

It’s a place where you can come to give and receive 

ideas, help, and encouragement. It’s a place where 

you're part of a group that's seeking to grow in their 

faith just as you are; a group that will be with you 

through your struggles and rejoice with you in your 

triumphs. It's a place where you usually gain lifelong 

friends!  

 

Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or 

you're a seasoned Christian, you'll be challenged and 

moved by participating in a small group.  

                   

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP 

 

Next gathering: 

Tentative date is Monday, January 19, 6:30pm at  
Growler's Brew Pub, East Diamond Avenue, Gaithersburg.   
RSVP to Doug Hackett at doughackett7825@earthlink.net  
   

 
 
                                                                                                                                       
 

The Martin Luther Beer & Marching Society (MLB&MS) gathers monthly to enjoy the  
beauty of fine beers. Come join us for burgers, beer, and fellowship for  excellent craft  
beers at such places as Growler's Brew Pub, Gorden Biersch Brewery, Dogfish Head Alehouse 
and Rock Bottom Brewery.  Bring a friend, and please let Herr Biermeister Doug Hackett  
(301-299-5203) know that you are coming so he can set aside enough tables. MLB&MS' 
name honors Martin Luther who was known to enjoy beer and had the good sense to marry 
Katharina von Bora, a former nun who was an accomplished beer brewer. This fellowship 
group is sponsored by Emmanuel Lutheran and welcomes all men of legal drinking age from 
CELC  to attend their gatherings. 

http://bible.us/Acts2.41-47.NIV
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THIS MONTH’S CALENDER 
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Small Group Ministries 

“Challenging Lifestyles”—A dynamic 
Sunday morning experience for those 
wishing to learn, experience the life-
style of Jesus Christ in the 21st Cen-
tury “challenging lifestyles.” A Bibli-
cal, prayerful, spiritual, nurturing, 
and supportive fellowship. Sundays, 
10:15 am in The Upper Room.  
Contact Larry Goolsby: 301-946-
6479; or goolsbycl@comcast.net  

 
“THRIVE” for women 
seeking in-depth  
Bible study, fellow-
ship, fun, outreach  
ministries meets  

September-July, 9:00-10:30 am on 
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each 
month. Breakfast included.  
Contact Sanna Solem at: 
sannalsolem@gmail.com  
or 301-571-0050  
 
“Men’s Master Builders”   
A few years ago, 
CELC had a growing 
and active men’s 
small group/bible 
study.   

 
Several men     
of CELC have lost 
their men’s small 
group – are there a 
few guys out there 
who are interested 
in facilitating/
participating in a 

“men’s small group”?  If so, please 
talk with Larry Goolsby.  If you do not  
connect with Larry, please email  
Mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

and we will pass your message and 
contact information on to Larry. 

Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles,  
and joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, 
and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are respect-
ed. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through the love  
and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people. 

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer, 
study, discussion, fellowship.  
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer  
Services and prayer study. Contact 
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or 
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034) 
 
“Martha Circle,” a Bible study and 
fellowship based on material pro-
vided by the Women of the ELCA, 
meets at 10:00 am on the third 
Tuesday of each month. Contact 
Wilma Christ, 301-530-5023, for 
details.  

“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study based 
on material provided by the Wom-
en of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 pm 
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  
Contact Alice Daniel  
(301-949-4688)                           
 
 

Reasons to Join a 
Small Group: 

 

 You will understand the   
Bible better in a small group. 

 You will begin to really feel 
like part of God’s family. 

 Prayer will become more 
meaningful to you. 

 You will be able to handle 
times of crisis, change, and 
stress better. 

 You will have a natural way 
to share Christ with friends, 
relatives, and work            
associates. 

 You will develop leadership 
skills you never knew you 
had! 

 You will deepen your under-
standing of  worship. 

 You will have fellowship, 
laughter, and fun. 

mailto:goolsbycl@comcast.net
mailto:sannalsolem@gmail.com
mailto:mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=small+groups&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1463&bih=689&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsb&tbnid=gVbs4U4gq96JSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.faithec.org/smallgroups.htm&docid=LumDouVrcJo5uM&imgurl=http://www.faithec.org/images/small_group1.jpg&w=388&h=225&ei=7Yo3U
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NUhC3VNR8ADVxM&tbnid=uo-n43TnJ7hPMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvineyardboisegroups.wordpress.com%2F&ei=upBUUYLTKafi0gGP3oHQCw&bvm=bv.44442042,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNH5k_Ej
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   Join Us Sundays for Challenging Lifestyles  
By Larry Goolsby 

  

 
The new year of 2015 has just arrived – a new beginning on the calendar. Our New Year’s holiday also comes 
just after Christmas, which celebrates the birth of Jesus and comes during the time of year when the days begin 
to get longer. This “return of the light” has deep significance throughout the world’s cultures, and fits well with 
the spiritual beginnings and renewal we mark in Christianity. The Gospel reading for the first Sunday in Janu-
ary – or in our church liturgical calendar, the Second Sunday of Christmas – is from John 1, and is full of these 
themes of new beginnings and light:  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came in-
to being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 
of the will of man, but of God.  
 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a fa-
ther’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s 
heart, who has made him known.    

 
Through the grace of God, and the gift of His son, we can all share in this new beginning, and “true light” can 
come into our lives. This gift of renewal, a fresh start, a second chance, an opportunity to try again – we use 
many terms to describe it – is expressed in many ways. Many people make a list of “New Year’s resolutions” – 
those things we will try to do in the new year to be a better person, to give more service to others, and so on.  
 
As we know, our church is in the midst of a new beginning as well, in which we will move to a temporary loca-
tion for about two years and then into a completely new building on our present site. We know this will also 
bring other changes as well – how we relate to the surrounding community, for example, and how we nurture 
our strong spiritual congregation even though the physical surroundings are changing. In all these changes, we 
know God’s grace will be sufficient if we accept it and use it to keep our lives on His path, always knowing He 
will guide us through every new beginning.  
 
We invite you to join us Sundays during our Challenging Lifestyles group, where we are always examining 
ways we can make our lives examples of new beginnings and of the light of Christ. We meet between the ser-
vices for conversation, sharing, and prayer as we study the week’s Bible readings and reflect on our week’s 
journeys through life.  
 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me at clgoolsby@verizon.net or call (301) 946-6479.    
     

     

    We welcome your presence any Sunday!   

mailto:clgoolsby@verizon.net
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Mr. Hogan, Mary Ann Poch, Pastor Jon 
Hundt, Dr. Henry A. Myers, Maryanne Foster, 
Jean Altman; Milton Johnson, Florence Hea-
cock, Ariane Hafizi, Jonathan Nofziger,  
Wallesz;   Darlene Grander’s son; Evin Biel; 
Terry Seaks & Family of Jane Seaks; The Lem-
ley family; Ethan Dschaak, nephew of Sanna 
Solem; Tom Parrott, husband of Suzanne Par-
rott; ; Elke Meldau-Womack; Dr. Lindi Wu;  
Marie-Laure; Oscar Line; The young men of 
Nick's Place; The ministry of the Mi Refugio in 
Guatemala; The children at The Children's Inn 
at NIH and their families and caregivers.   

O Lord, we thank thee for our daily bread. 
May it strengthen and refresh our bodies! 
And we pray thee, nourish our souls with 
thy heavenly grace through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen 

Jeremiah 29:12 In those days when you pray, I will listen. 

Prayer  
 
Prayer an object of worship, or a spiritu-
al entity through deliberate communica-
tion. Prayer can be a form of religious 
practice, may be either individual or 
communal and take place in public or in 
private. It may involve the use of words 
or song. When language is used, prayer 
may take the form of a hymn, incanta-
tion, formal creed, or a spontaneous ut-
terance in the praying person. There are 
different forms of prayer such as peti-
tionary prayer, prayers of supplication, 
thanksgiving, and worship/praise. re-
questing guidance, requesting assistance, 
confessing sins or to express one's 
thoughts and emotions.  

Prayer Corner 

Our prayer list… 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_behaviour#Religious_actions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_behaviour#Religious_actions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incantation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incantation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supplication
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Counseling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sin
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 CHOIR SEASON THURSDAY  
REHEARSALS WILL RESUME 1-15-15 

 

If you are interested in singing with our choir, whether to sing on Sunday 
for our 11:15 am Traditional service, or to sing in our upcoming concerts, 
please contact Richard Czypinski at 301-652-5160 or  
Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org  

YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED SOMETHING DIFFERENT ONLINE,  
AND/OR IN OUR PUBLICATIONS! 

Our church’s website is now 

ChristLutheranBethesda.org  
 

But fear not! The church still owns the domain name heartmindsoul.com, so if you type that into  

your browser address window, it will still get to our new website, just as if you had typed in the domain  
ChristLutheranBethesda.org. This is a part of some focused changes we are making to our web presence 
based on an ELCA Synod-sponsored analysis of all ELCA church websites, and their recommendations to  
improve our visibility on the internet. 
 
Also, all of our heartmindsoul.com e-mail addresses will still get to us for quite some time, but our actual  
e-mail addresses are now @ChristLutheranBethesda.org, So... when it is convenient for you, kindly check 
your e-mail address books and change our e-mail addresses from “@heartmindsoul.com” to 
“@ChristLutheranBethesda.org”.  The new domain is not case-sensitive, and can be in all lower-case letters 
but we capitalized certain letters for emphasis here, and you are welcome to do the same if you wish. 
 
As for the staff, our actual e-mail addresses are now: 
 
Pastor Tony, Interim Pastor   
PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 
Bobby Larsen, Office Administrator  
Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 
Richard Czypinski, Minister of Music & IT Administrator  
Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 
W. Karunaratne (Karu), Financial Administrator:   
Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 
Luis Reyes, our new Organist/Pianist: 
Luis@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 
And Florence Heacock still has her church e-mail address, but it is now: 
Florence@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

mailto:Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
mailto:PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
mailto:Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
mailto:Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
mailto:Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
mailto:Luis@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
mailto:Florence@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
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Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
8011 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD 20814 
Phone: 301-652-5160 

Fax: 301-652-2301 
www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
clc@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

 
Pastor Tony Carpenter  

Interim Pastor 
PastorTony@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

 
Richard Czypinski 

Minister of Music & IT Administrator 
Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

 
 

Bobby Larsen 
Office Administrator 

Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 
 

W. Karunaratne 
Finance Administrator 

Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 

Luis Reyes 
Organist/Pianist 

Luis@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 

 
Church Council 

Sanna Solem, President 
Eleanor Black, Vice President 

Lisa Rickard, Secretary 
Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer 

Nathan Sprenger 
Frank Goodyear 
Farshad Bahari 

Alice Daniel  
Don Cuming 

Larry Goolsby                                                
 

Church Council meets every  
3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm 

Church members are welcome to attend 

Mission of The Connection 
 

To communicate about disciple-making 
events and opportunities, all for the 

glory of God and to grow His Kingdom. 
 
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the 
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!  
 
 

Next Connection Deadline 
 

Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by 
5:00 pm on Thursday, January   29th.  

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?  
Please email Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter. 

 

Regular Schedule 
 

  9:15 am Contemporary Worship 

        with Communion in the Sanctuary 

 10:15 am Christian Education for Adults 

        (see details inside newsletter) 
   Faith Formation for Children 
        Ages 3 thru Elementary School age 

 11:15 am Traditional Worship       

       with Communion in the Sanctuary 


