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OUR MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

The mission of Christ Evangelical  
Lutheran Church is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ and to transform all 
people into fully devoted followers 
of Jesus Christ. 
 

OUR VISION  
STATEMENT 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
exists to 
 

Welcome people to faith; 
Equip people with a faith that 
works in real life; 
Send people into service into a 
hostile and hurting world in Jesus’ 
name. 

 

GREAT  
COMMANDMENT 

 

“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind… Love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 
22:37-39) 
 

GREAT  
COMMISSION 

 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the  
Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

Highlights 

 
One of my favorite activities is observing people. Sitting in  
an airport.  Walking the dog in the park.  Back benching in a 
meeting.  All of these places give wonderful opportunities to 
catch glimpses of the human spirit.  This past week was no 
different.    
 
Recently, I attended a meeting wherein participants were 
called upon to participate in various activities.  Afterwards, 
there was the opportunity for everyone to join together to 
clean up each day from the gathering.  Day in.  Day out.    
I noticed one man walk away each time it came time to  
volunteer to assist others or help with tasks that benefitted 
the group.  Yet, the same man was the first person to say he 
needed assistance or something done for him.  Obviously, 
this was the way he chose to participate in the world.   
Be served rather than serve. 
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(continued from page 1) 

follow Jesus’ model–“What can I do for you?” 

Jesus’ most frequently asked question is, 
“What can I do for you?” (Matthew 20:32, 

Mark 10:36, 51, Luke 18:41).  As church 
members, our default is often to ask what 
others can do for us. But when we follow 
Jesus’ model –“What can I do for you?”–  
we exhibit the true heart of a servant. 
 

I know it’s impossible to meet every need.  
I also know that people of faith are pulled  
in every direction and that it’s humanly  
impossible to stop and answer every re-
quest for help. But if we’re not careful,  
we’ll become known for “being served”  
rather than serving others. What kind of 
church are we?  A servant church or a 
church wanting to be served? 
 
A few years ago, I read an article entitled 
 “Measuring Church Health:  
 How many people will serve?”   
This article was based on research that 
found the average church engages 4 to 5 
people out of 10 in some sort of serving role.  
As the percentage of the church’s staffing 
budget increases, the percentage of people  
volunteering decreases.  In other words,  
if we want more people to serve, we may 
need to spend less on staffing.  (No, I’m not 
advocating reducing positions but rather 
questioning how much we would rather 
have others do our work for us.)  How  
often I have heard it said during my 30 years 
of parish experience that members that  
volunteered to take charge of a church  
activity eventually responded, “I asked  
a church staff member to do it for me”.   

Researchers have found there’s a correlation  
between the money that a church invests in  
paid staff and the number of people serving.   
Yet, can the Pastor or its current staff  
realistically do everything for everyone else?   
   Doubtful.   
 
I am calling you to have a servant’s heart  
now more than any time during the upcoming 
transition.  So many of you have responded by 
saying “Here am I, send me” while others opt 
to sit on the side and put more on the staff. 
 
So what does a serving leader or paid staff  
servant leader look like? Sometimes the staff 
members will need to say “No, I can’t take  
on anything else rather I need your help.”   
A healthy servant leader removes the obstacles 
that prevent people from volunteering to assist 
others rather than doing everything them-
selves.  What are the obstacles that can help  
us allow our servant teams and volunteers to 
experience greater satisfaction and fulfillment?  
 
And is there a person you could serve that can  
do nothing for you in return? 

Pastor 

 

 be an active participant in  
 
 Jesus’ most frequently asked question is, 
 “What can I do for you?”  
    “Here am I, send me”  
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Welcome to CELC! 
 

New to Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church? Want to know more  
about our faith community?                    
Please email the church, 
CLC@CristLutheranBethesda.org,  
to begin receiving our weekly  
e-newsletter. 
 

Holy Communion  
Information 
 

The sacrament of Holy Communion 
is offered at both worship services, 
every Sunday morning. We offer 
traditional wine and grape juice. 
Two crystal chalices are used;  

the grape juice is white and the communion wine is  
dark red. If you would like more information about  
communion, contact Pastor Karis by e-mail at   
pastor@christlutheranbethesda.org 
 

Greet and Treat Ministry 
 

Thank you to all who serve in our greet and treat  
ministry, which provides goodies and smiling faces  
to greet worshippers each Sunday morning! To sign up, 
contact Bobby at bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org. 

Fair Trade Coffee 
 

Purchases of Fair Trade coffee provides the  
means for small farmers to make enough money 
to support themselves while using the premiums 
to improve their standard of living.  
 
Here’s what’s available: 
 
 pillow packets            

(pre-ground) of Regular 
(Mind Body Soul) and 
Decaf (Columbian).  
Each pillow packet 
makes one pot (about 
64 oz.) of  coffee ($2) 

 
 a variety of whole bean 

and ground regular and decaf coffees  
($8 for 12-oz pkg; $9 for 16-oz pkg and decaf) 

 
To learn more about this coffee,  
visit www.equalexchange.com  
 
Proceeds from the coffee will be given to support 
the ministry of Mi Refugio, the school for  
impoverished children in Guatemala. Please  
contact Lisa Bente at carpedm28@verizon.net.  

IN AND AROUND CELC 

 
 
     
 
 
 

Find us on Facebook: 
Christ Lutheran Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on twitter: 
@christbethesda 

 

mailto:PastorKaris@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
mailto:Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
mailto:carpedm28@verizon.net
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Adult Education Hour: Helping Define Our Mission and Vision           
 

By Larry Goolsby 
 

 

Adult Education Hour: “From Cultural Relevance to Gospel Resilience”  
 

Summer is winding down and the fall months are here, and with them our opportunity to meet regularly again 
Sunday mornings during the adult education hour between the services. This hour is an important part of our 
congregational life as we get nearer to leaving our old building, staying in a transition location for two years  
or so, and then moving into our new building. These physical changes are by themselves significant of course, 
but even more significant are the changes in the makeup of our church and neighborhood, both of which have 
been evolving rapidly in recent years, and how we’re seeking and understanding God’s plan for our future.  
 
Most of the time we’ve spent together this year has centered around several books to help us focus on  
who we are and where we must go in the midst of all these changes. Pastor Karis has led us in most of these 
discussions, which we have combined with our traditional format of personal sharing, Bible study, and prayer  
to connect our study and discussion to our ongoing Christian journey. We’ve gained a lot of understanding 
about what we’re like, what our community and neighbors are like, and most importantly what our church 
must be like to continue in our mission as disciples of Christ and servants to each other and to those around us.  
 
This critical conversation has continued in recent weeks with the newest book we’re studying, Disappearing 
Church by Mark Sayers. The book’s subtitle is “From Cultural Relevance to Gospel Resilience,” and addresses 
directly the decline in traditional church membership that we and most other mainline churches have experi-
enced. It also points out that at the same time, many people are desperately seeking a strong message  
of truth and relevance in their lives, although they don’t typically turn to a church to find it. Most of all,  
the book describes how the ancient heresy of Gnosticism – the belief that we are at the center of everything, 
not God – has evolved into the modern “Gospel of Self” that is so prominent in the larger culture and that 
even we, as well-meaning Christians, fall into all too often.  
 
While we are still working through the book’s early chapters, it’s clear that this study has the potential to give 
us some clear answers to several puzzles we have grappled with in recent years. Why exactly have so many 
people left the traditional church? What did they want that they didn’t find here? To reach people again, should 
we change or should they change? What does it really mean to be “relevant” to these people and to modern 
culture? How do we understand the vast spiritual longings that so many people still have, even if they don’t 
know how to express them? What is the core of the Gospel message to which we must remain true as  
so many things change around us?   
 
This is a book that several of our members have purchased already, and we recommend it highly to every 
member and church leader – just ask me or Pastor Karis if you’re interested and we’ll make sure we order  
one for you. In the meantime, we have copies available each Sunday of the individual chapters we’re covering.  
Our plan is to resume our studies on Sunday September 11 with Chapter 6,  “Reject the Implicit Prosperity  
Gospel – We Are Slaves, Not Seekers.” This chapter examines the modern and trendy “spiritual seeker”  
as another example of the Gnostic focus on self, rather than God, at the center.  
 
Please contact me with any questions and suggestions at clgoolsby@verizon.net or (301) 946-6479. 

 

We welcome your presence any Sunday!   

mailto:clgoolsby@verizon.net
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SEPTEMBER 
 11 Lisa Rickard  

24 Debbie Hansen  

 

OCTOBER 
 17 Maura Miller 

20 Nick Lezama 

29 Edwin Mayer  

30 Alex Nowak  

 

NOVEMBER 
11 Frank Goodyear  

14 Ruth Lewis 

21 Sanna Solem 

 

 

 

 

  

 

If you have not submitted your birthday for our records, 
please do so — yellow slips are available in the narthex. 

   Global Food Security Act Passes Congress 

 

After long months of advocacy and policy negotiations, Congress has finally passed the Global  
Food Security Act, a landmark food security legislation. A top priority of ELCA Advocacy,  
this bipartisan legislation authorizes Feed the Future – a vital global food and hunger initiative, into law. 
Feed the Future works to bolster agricultural development, improve nutrition, and stimulate local  
economic growth, which in turn helps to reduce poverty. In addition, the Global Food Security Act 
strengthens transparency and accountability measures to ensure effectiveness and stewardship.  
Together we celebrate this great milestone; for it is because you raised your voices and took action that  
we were able to compel Congress to pass this legislation. 
 
"Congress took an historic step by passing the Global Food Security Act, an important piece of bipartisan 
legislation that reaffirms the United States’ commitment to ending global hunger, poverty and child  
malnutrition.  As National Security Advisor, I’ve always considered food security to be not only a security 
imperative but also a moral imperative. And as the wealthiest nation on Earth, I believe the United States 
also has a moral obligation to lead the fight against global hunger and malnutrition and to partner with  
others to do so." 
Ambassador Susan Rice, National Security Advisor 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/07/06/congress-passed-global-food-security-act-heres-why-thats-historic 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/07/06/congress-passed-global-food-security-act-heres-why-thats-historic
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We’re excited to announce our first mobile app, featuring Luther’s Small Catechism. Perfect for youth 
education and confirmation classes, individuals, adults, congregations, church leaders—anyone who 

wants easy access to Martin Luther’s guide to the basics of Christian faith.  

“What does this mean?” 

Luther’s Small Catechism and Spanish El Catecismo Menor de Lutero are both included in a free mobile 
app, available from the Apple iOS App Store and on Google Play. Content from the Study Edition is also 

available as an in-app purchase. Search “Catechism” in the Apple or Google app stores, or download 
through one of the links below.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luther’s Small Catechism 

Now available as a free mobile app 
from Augsburg Fortress!  

 

  

                                                                                                                             

Anniversary Resources for Congregations  

Reformation                                                                                

500 
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NEXT POTLUCK 
 September 10, 2016 @  

Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

 
Join us on Saturday, Sept. 10th from 5:30 - 8pm with fellowship, food, singing, and a 4th day talk.  
 
We will start the evening with social time, then join together for a wonderful potluck dinner. 
Please bring an entree, side dish or dessert that will serve 10 to 12. After we dine, we'll hear  
a 4th Day talk and have discussion about it before ending our evening. 
 
There will be first-rate food, fantastic fellowship, marvelous music, and sensational singing.  
You will be able to connect with your brother and sister cursillistas you haven't seen in a while. 
Musicians should bring your instruments. 
 
Location & Directions 
 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
13421 Twin Lakes Drive, Clifton, VA 20124 
Church website: http://www.lordoflifeva.org/ 

 
FALL WEEKEND RETREATS 

 

Men's Weekend:  
Sept. 29-Oct. 2, 2016 

 
Women's Weekend: 

Oct. 6-9, 2016 

http://www.lordoflifeva.org/
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Dr. Carson Schneck; Jeane To Thanh Hien;  

Marie-Laure Arasc-Shea; Martin Rimestad; 

Chemayne Larsen; Leif Hansen Family;  

Bernice Lewis family; Wilma Christ family;  

Dr. Gertrude Haugan; Patricia Nuzum; Dallaire 

Family; Elke Womack; Gracy George, Mr. P.V. 

George, Ernest Yambot; Tom Parrott, husband of 

Suzanne Parrott; Marie-Laure;  Oscar Line;   

The young men of Nick's Place; The ministry of  

the Mi Refugio in  Guatemala; The children at  

The Children's Inn at NIH and their families and 

caregivers.   

O Lord, we thank thee for our daily bread. 
May it strengthen and refresh our bodies! 
And we pray thee, nourish our souls with 
thy heavenly grace through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen 

Jeremiah 29:12 In those days when you pray, I will listen. 

Prayer  
 
Prayer an object of worship,  
or a spiritual entity through deliberate 
communication. Prayer can be a form  
of religious practice, may be either  
individual or communal and take place 
in public or in private. It may involve the 
use of words or song. When language is 
used, prayer may take the form of a 
hymn, incantation, formal creed, or a 
spontaneous utterance in the praying 
person. There are different forms of 
prayer such as petitionary prayer,  
prayers of supplication, thanksgiving, 
and worship/praise. requesting guidance, 
requesting assistance, confessing sins or 
to express one's thoughts and emotions.  

Our prayer list… 

Prayer Corner 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_behaviour#Religious_actions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incantation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supplication
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Counseling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sin
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

8011 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, MD  20814 

www.christlutheranbethesda.org 

Join us in the Hospitality Room on  

Sunday, September 25th, 2016 

     10:15—11:15 a.m.    
for a special community breakfast honoring Florence Heacock.    

This will be a potluck breakfast.  

  

Look for e-mail with more  

details.  Contact Ingrid Dallaire at 301-455-6962  with any questions. 

If you would like to bring a food item to share,  

Please contact Bobby Larsen (bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org)  

 

Cards and notes for Florence are welcomed., and can be mailed to the 

church or brought to the event. 

 

Florence Heacock’s 
Retirement Celebration   
Community Breakfast 
Sunday, September 25th 

10:15 am 

Time: 

Upcoming Dates:     
 

September 25th 
October 16th 
November 20th 
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  Habitat for Humanity Servant Group  
 

 – Black Lives Matter Build & Rally 
 – Potential Thrivent Repair Build  
– Interfaith Factory Launch  

 

    HABITAT for HUMNAITY 
 
Build 
Today, building means more than swinging a hammer. Congregational Volunteers are at the core  
of neighborhood revitalization, and serve as the hands and feet of God in a broad range of projects. 
 

Give 
The work we do is simply not possible without funding for land, building materials and program  
support. Covenant Congregations pledge to keep the mission alive through annual gifts. 
 

Advocate 
Building a better future for our region takes more thank direct service. Congregations also serve  
as the hearts and voices of the Habitat mission by educating their communities and lawmakers  
about just housing and economic policy. 
 

Pray 
The miracle of Habitat lies in the triumph of community over adversity. We pray the thousands  

affected by poverty and substandard housing. while we work together toward a future where  

everyone has a decent place to live. 

Please visit the Habitat for Humanity  ReStore  location: 

Rockville 1029 East Gude Dr.,   Hours Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sun: 10am-4pm 

For more information Contact: 

    www.ReStoreMetroMD.org 

 Office: 8380 Colesville Road, STE 700, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
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Martin Luther Beer & Marching Society 
at Growler’s Brew Pub in Gaithersburg  
at 6:30 PM on Monday 12 September  

 
“The mouth of a perfectly happy man is filled with beer.”    -  Ancient Egyptian saying. 
 
 

If anything, the esteemed and revered member of the MLB&MS want to be happy.  Therefore, we will 
meet on Monday 12 September at 6:30 at Growler’s Brew Pub in Gaithersburg to fill our mouths with 
their excellent craft beers, enjoy their pub grub and most of all, enjoy the fellowship of the 
MLB&MS.  Bring a friend. 
Herr Biermeister 
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Guiding Star  

Child Development  
Center 

 

Guiding Star Child Development Center  
provides exceptional child development  
services in a safe,  nurturing Christian  
environment.  Our philosophy:  Safety is  
essential. Nurturing and respecting the  
uniqueness of each child is key.  
 

 
 We offer child care in Bethesda:                                                     

8011 Old Georgetown Rd                                                                                                                              
For more info, call 301-656-9003. 

The church of the first century 

was incredibly dynamic and  

flexible. Communities of Jesus 

followers met together in their 

homes, learning and growing  

together by meeting one  

another’s needs. That early life  

of the Fellowship of Believers is described in Acts 2:41-47.  

Over the years and through the centuries, Christians 

have continued to find that the best way to experience 

true Christian fellowship is in a small group. 

 

It’s a place where you can come to give and receive ideas, 

help, and encouragement. It’s a place where you're part 

of a group that's seeking to grow in their faith just as you 

are; a group that will be with you through your struggles 

and rejoice with you in your triumphs. It's a place where 

you usually gain lifelong friends!  

 

Whether your spiritual journey is just beginning, or you're 

a seasoned Christian, you'll be challenged and moved by 

participating in a small group.  

FAITH FORMATION  
FOR CHILDREN 

Age 3 – Elementary School Age 

 
CELC’s Sunday School  

takes place  
every Sunday   
at 10:15 am 

Beginning Sunday, September 11th, 2016 
 

Contact Judy at mish2t@gmail.com  

http://bible.us/Acts2.41-47.NIV
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Small Group Ministries 

“Challenging Lifestyles” 
—A dynamic Sunday morning experi-
ence for those wishing to learn, ex-
perience the lifestyle of Jesus Christ 
in the 21st Century “challenging life-
styles.” A Biblical, prayerful, spiritual, 
nurturing, and supportive fellowship.  
Sundays, 10:15 am in The Upper 
Room. Contact Larry Goolsby:  
301-946-6479; or  
clgoolbylsby@verizon.net  

 
“THRIVE” for women 
seeking in-depth  
Bible study, fellow-
ship, fun, outreach  
ministries meets  

September-July, normally on the 1st 
and 3rd Saturdays, at 9:00-10:30 am 
of each month. Breakfast included.  
Contact Sanna Solem at: 
sannalsolem@gmail.com  
or 301-571-0050  
 
“Men’s Master 
Builders”   
A few years ago, 
CELC had a growing 
and active men’s 
small group/bible study.   
 

Several men     
of CELC have lost their 
men’s small group – 
are there a few guys 
out there who are in-
terested in facilitating/
participating in a 

“men’s small group”?  If so, please 
talk with Larry Goolsby.  If you do not  
connect with Larry, please email  
Mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

and we will pass your message and 
contact information on to Larry. 

Small Groups are spiritual communities where people share their thoughts, feelings, struggles,  
and joys, while applying Biblical principles in their lives. Small Groups grow in trusting relationships, 
and participants agree what is shared will remain confidential and differences of opinions are  
respected. Small Groups are spiritual communities where life transformation occurs through              
the love and Word of God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, in relationships with His people. 

“PrayerLife Ministry”— prayer, 
study, discussion, fellowship.  
PrayerLife outreach includes Prayer  
Services and prayer study. Contact 
Larry Goolsby (301-946-6479), or 
Dave Lambert (301-983-5034) 
 
“Rachel Circle,” a Bible study  
based on material provided by the 
Women of the ELCA, meets at 7:30 
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.  Contact Alice Daniel  
(301-949-4688)                           
 
 

Reasons to Join a 
Small Group: 

 

 You will understand the   
Bible better in a small group. 

 You will begin to really feel 
like part of God’s family. 

 Prayer will become more 
meaningful to you. 

 You will be able to handle 
times of crisis, change, and 
stress better. 

 You will have a natural way 
to share Christ with friends, 
relatives, and work            
associates. 

 You will develop leadership 
skills you never knew you 
had! 

 You will deepen your under-
standing of  worship. 

 You will have fellowship, 
laughter, and fun. 

mailto:goolsbycl@comcast.net
mailto:sannalsolem@gmail.com
mailto:mensministry@ChristLutheranBethesda.org
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=small+groups&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1463&bih=689&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsb&tbnid=gVbs4U4gq96JSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.faithec.org/smallgroups.htm&docid=LumDouVrcJo5uM&imgurl=http://www.faithec.org/images/small_group1.jpg&w=388&h=225&ei=7Yo3U
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NUhC3VNR8ADVxM&tbnid=uo-n43TnJ7hPMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvineyardboisegroups.wordpress.com%2F&ei=upBUUYLTKafi0gGP3oHQCw&bvm=bv.44442042,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNH5k_Ej
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Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
8011 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD 20814 
Phone: 301-652-5160 

Fax: 301-652-2301 
www.ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
CLC@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

 
Pastor Karis Graham  

Interim Pastor 
Pastor@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

 
Richard Czypinski 

Minister of Music & IT Administrator 
Richard@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

 
 

Bobby Larsen 
Office Administrator 

Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 
 

Karu Sooriya 
Finance Administrator 

Karu@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 

Christopher Koelzer 
Organist/Pianist 

Chris@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 
 

Church Council 
Florence Heacock,  

Interim President  & Vice President                  
Larry Goolsby, Secretary 

Heidi Clemmer, Treasurer 
Farshad Bahari 

Don Cuming 
Frank Goodyear 

Lallitha John                                               
Nathan Sprenger 

 
Church Council meets every  

3rd Wednesday of the Month at 7 pm 
Church members are welcome to attend 

Our church website is now 
ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

Mission of The Connection 
 

To communicate about disciple-making 
events and opportunities, all for the 

glory of God and to grow His Kingdom. 
 
Please contribute to The Connection! Let’s share all the 
exciting ways God is at work here at Christ Lutheran Church!  
 
 

Next Connection Deadline 
 

Submissions for the next issue of The Connection are due by 
5:00 pm on Thursday, November 17th.  

New to CELC? Want to know more about our faith community?  
Please email Bobby@ChristLutheranBethesda.org 

to begin receiving The Connection and also our weekly e-newsletter. 

 

Regular Schedule 
 

  9:15 am Contemporary Worship 

        with Communion in the Sanctuary 

 10:15 am Christian Education for Adults 

        (see details inside newsletter) 
   Faith Formation for Children 
        Ages 3 thru Elementary School age 

 11:15 am Traditional Worship       

       with Communion in the Sanctuary 


