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Graceful Growing 
Together  

Stewardship 

Initiative envelopes are 

now provided in all monthly 

envelope packets, in addition to the 

regular offering envelopes.  Pew 

envelopes for Graceful Growing 

Together are also in the pews for 

your convenience at all services. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

8011 Old Georgetown Road 

Bethesda, MD  20814-2476 

Email: clcbethesda@unidial.com 

301-652-5160 Fax - 301-652-2301 

Website: http://www.heartmindsoul.com 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Christ Lutheran Church is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ; to transform all people into 
fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

 
OUR VISION STATEMENT 

 Our vision is to be a community of believers making 
and baptizing disciples so that Christ’s forgiveness 

and healing can be accomplished in the world. 
 

 We are a community of believers because God 
wants us to be something together and represent 

God with our unified diversity.  Our vision is to 
further God’s Kingdom in our midst. 

www.heartmindsoul.com 

With a new design 

!!!ATTENTION!!!  
 

THE DEADLINE FOR  

ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT 

CHRONICLE  

IS FRIDAY, APRIL 26th, 2002! 
CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Marvin Tollefson 

Pastor   

Krista Vingelis 

Minister of Family & Community Care 

Jin Sun Cho 
Organist & Minister of Music 

Richard Czypinski 

Office Manager 

Claire  Cho 

Office Assistant 

Florence Heacock 

Small Groups Coordinator 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Jeff Karpinski: President 

Sanna Solem: Secretary 

Tim Bradley: Treasurer 

Franz Schauer  

Jennifer Walker 

Grace Lloyd-Davies 

Eugene Saylor 

Priscilla Lotsberg 

Laurie Heinecke 
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IGNITE A FAITH EXPLOSION  
"For 24 years my husband was a pew potato who refused to even talk about anything having to do with God. Today, he 

is head of 'Men in Mission,' reads the Bible every day and talks freely about his faith with others." These words reflect 

the experience of many people at Community Lutheran Church (CLC) Las Vegas, Neveda. We called it "Faith Explo-

sion." This is the testimony of many disciples filled with the Holy Spirit at Community Lutheran..  

 

Each Sunday morning and Thursday evening for several weeks now, 20 people have gathered here at CELC to discuss 

the real faith questions: How can I know there is a God? Why should I trust the Bible? Is Jesus really God? Nicki Gum-

bel's Alpha Course video presentation answered those questions simply and convincingly. In a church culture that some-

times fosters confusion about truth and ignores the authority of the scriptures, his evidences for the historic, reliable and 

authentic records of the birth, ministry, death and resurrection re-affirm the truth of the claims of Jesus Christ.  

 

Many books and evangelism equipping programs are written to convince skeptics to put faith in Jesus. Few of these ap-

proaches work in today's post-modern culture, where people no longer accept the church or the Bible as credible.  

That is why The Alpha Course and Pastor Nicki Gumbel are unique. Instead of berating the non- believer, it respects 

doubt and welcomes honest questions, such as: What is the purpose of life? How can I know there is a God? Can faith be 

reasonable? Is the Bible historically true? Are all religions the same? Is Jesus really God? Then it answers them with 

simplicity and authority. The Alpha Course teaches biblical discipleship. 

 

 

The Call to be a Disciple 

Nearly two thousand years ago Jesus came as a baby in Bethlehem and grew up in 

Nazareth. He called together a small group of people to serve as his disciples. It 

was a mixed and different group. Brothers James and John were fishers on the Sea 

of Galilee, Matthew was a tax--collector, Peter and Andrew were also fishers. Je-

sus called women to serve; Mary Magdalene, his own mother Mary, and later, 

Priscilla, Dorcas, Lydia and others adopted the discipleship lifestyle as well. 

Through teaching, the use of the parables we can read in the Bible, and through 

modeling a life of servant ministry, Jesus showed what it means to follow him in 

discipleship. 

 

Our Beliefs About God 

Your invitation to be a disciple and follow Christ calls for a lot more than joining a 

church and having membership in a congregation. By now you may be wondering 

why you would want to be a disciple of Christ in the first place? To answer that 

question, let's review what Lutherans believe about God and how that could affect 

our lives. 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 2...) 
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(.....from Page 1 article,  “IGNITE A FAITH EXPLOSION”) 

Some definitions:  
 

In Baptism, God commissions us as representatives in the world. Through stewardship, we become caretakers of life, 

the earth, money and values.  Evangelism is our way of sharing our faith, of reaching out to others to invite them to 

join us on this exciting, life-changing journey. Discipleship is the goal of our faith journey, a life style that reflects Je-

sus’ spirit and teaching. Those who believe in discipleship as a way of life, believe that before there was anything else 

there was God. 

 

Disciples believe that God has done two things for people: Given them all that they have, including the resources with 

which to live. God also saves us and continues to be our spiritual Lord, empowering us to live full, meaningful lives. 

 

God has blessed us with a good place in which to live, others with whom to relate, and the natural resources that con-

tinue to provide for all our needs. Because Christians believe all this is a gift from God and that we have a responsibil-

ity to care for it, disciplined congregations practice stewardship. More simply stated, the idea is that all that we have is 

on loan to us and we are responsible for managing it well so that future generations might have enough. So those who 

attempt to live a discipleship lifestyle also attempt to respond to the blessings of God by being good managers, caretak-

ers, stewards of all that has been given us. This means they try to live a life of sharing rather than hoarding for them-

selves. It also means that they take seriously their responsibility to see that future unborn generations will have re-

source inheritance, the fruition of our conservation, good practice of ecology, and be able to live well, as they have 

lived.  

 

Disciples also believe that God saves us. They are confident that God came to us in the person of Jesus, who grew up 

in a family and community at Nazareth, chose twelve followers to be his original disciples, died on a cross so all might 

have undeserved forgiveness of their sins, came out of the grave so that those who believe might also have victory over 

death, and returns to be with us in spirit now, to empower us and equip us to face life as it really is.  

 

Because God has done this saving, disciples respond by sharing this good news with others who are not yet a part of 

the discipleship. They live lives that model what they believe and they invite others to join them in that lifestyle, as 

members of a community of believers that usually centers on their congregations. 

 

I invite you to join the new Alpha Course beginning Saturday April 6th. Call the church office for details.  

 

In the love of JESUS, Pastor Marv  

CLCW Stewardship Corner 
 

We will be collecting money we have put aside during Lent at our April circle meeting. 
As planned, this year our Lenten Self Denial offering will go to Lutheran World Relief to aid Afghanistan/
Central Asia.  Lutheran World Relief is working with ACT International, the interchurch emergency alliance, 
to provide assistance to displaced people and refugees in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran with food, shelter 
materials, clothing, bedding and water.  Checks should be made out to CLCW with a notation for:  
Lenten Offering. 
 
In May, a special offering will be collected to go toward helping Southeast Ministry with their Traveling Va-
cation Bible School called  “Messengers on the Move.”   We will be collecting money as well as donations 
of school supplies, such as, magic markers, glue, glitter, colored construction paper, scissors, bible story 
books and coloring books.  Bring these items to your May circle meeting.  Checks should be made out to 
CLCW and noted for: Southeast Ministry 
 
We continue to collect eye glasses, canceled stamps, Campbell’s soup labels and new greeting cards 
(Christmas and general) and note cards.  These items can be placed in the Narthex.  “Box tops for Educa-
tion” from General Mills food products collected for Ivy Mount School (each box top is worth 10¢ to the 
school), can be brought to circle meetings to be turned over to Jackie Clapp or Mary Merrick. 

 
Jackie Clapp 
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PRAYER ROOM 
Sundays 

9 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. 

Second Floor of Luther Hall  

 

1 Timothy 2:1…First of all, then, I urge that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for everyone. 

   

The Prayer Room will be open for you to spend time in quiet 

prayer and/or for a prayer minister to pray with you---for 

prayers of adoration and praise for God, healing, thanksgiving, 

confession, supplication, intercession for you, your loved ones, 

our church, community, and world. 

 

“PRAYER…links all aspects of our lives to God.  God is 

present in all of life…PRAYER is centering our life in our 

relationship with God in Christ and allowing that center to be 

present in all we do. . .   Christ will be there for rest, guidance, 

joy, love, and hope.  In PRAYER we present our whole life 

and the lives of others to God, so that God may be known and 

lives may be touched by GRACE.”  Richard J. Beckmen 

ATTENTION!!!  
The 2002 Altar Flower  Calendar  

is up in the narthex with plenty of empty 

dates.  Please sign up for altar flower  

donations.  

The Youth Mission  

Statement 

Having identified the five purposes of ministry, we have 

worked to put these terms into language that people of 

all backgrounds (churched or unchurched)could under-

stand.  In so doing, we have developed a mission state-

ment for our youth and family ministry.  We encourage 
and invite the entire congre-

gation to be a part of this 

vital call by praying for our 

mission and memorizing the 

following mission statement: 

 

Youth ministry at CLC  

exists to reach teenagers 

with the love of Jesus 

and connect them with 
other believers so they 

can grow in faith, use 

their God-given gifts in 

ministry to others and 

fall more deeply in love 
with Jesus Christ. 

The Mission 

 Reach (evangelism)      

teenagers with the love       

of Jesus  

 Connect (fellowship)     

them with other believers so 

they can  

 Grow in faith (discipleship) 

 Use their God-given gifts in 

ministry to others and 

(ministry) 

 Fall more deeply in love with 

Jesus Christ (worship) 

Sunday Morning  

Refreshments  

are a hit! 
If you haven’t noticed lately, 

CLC has launched a very 

successful “Sunday Morning 

Refreshments Ministry.”  

People are welcome to sign up to bring Sunday 

morning refreshments, located in the colon-

nade (the entrance area between the Sanctuary 

and the Administrative Building.)   

The signup calendar is located on the table in 

the colonnade. P 
A 

T 
H 
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An adventure in Christian education  

for children & teens 

WHO:  Small groups for children ages 3-18 
WHAT:  Explore stories of the Bible through  
  music, crafts, journaling, drama, prayer 
  and more.  
WHEN: Sundays, 10:15-11:15 a.m. 
WHERE:  Upstairs education space  
  at Christ Lutheran 
WHY:   To learn and grow in faith with Jesus 

 
Come join us on Sundays, as we blaze the trails  

of God’s Kingdom!  

PRAYER SERVICE  

SUNDAY, APRIL 14TH! 
 

There will be a Prayer Service here at 

CLC at 6:00 PM on Sunday, April 

14th.  Please join us for an hour of 

Prayer and Comforting Music in the 

Sanctuary  
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LOOKING INTO  

CIRCLES AT CLC 
 

There are five Circles in CLC totalling about 60 women.  Some of these mem-

bers have belonged to the same Circle for many years.  Some women have 

moved from Circle to Circle, some are new to a Circle, and some are not church 

members.  But all of the women find something within a Circle activity that sat-

isfies a spiritual need in their lives and a longing in their heart and soul. 

 

Circles largely have three goals which may change in priority for each woman’s 

needs.  The strength of the Circles centers around BIBLE STUDIES which are printed in the central offices of 

the ELC in Chicago.  Some Circles have an appointed Bible leader, while other groups pass the study monthly 

from one volunteer leader to another.  Questioning, and discussion, and sharing faith stories, are always a big 

part of the growth and witnessing of members. 

 

FELLOWSHIP with like-minded Christians is another goal.  Strong bonding develops in monthly meetings 

where phone committees are busy with plans, and some women open up their homes for meetings, or plan 

rides to the church, while others volunteer to serve refreshments, make reports and collections. 

 

SERVICE is the third part of Circle involvement.  Communications from our Synod office are a strong force 

in directing our leaders to be knowledgeable in worldwide, national, and local crisis needs.  Many Circle mem-

bers subscribe to The Lutheran Woman Today, which tells poignant stories of compassion among other 

women and our need to be of service to them. 

 

Each Circle member gives voluntary contributions which are used collectively as the Board agrees, for na-

tional and local needs. 

 

Circle membership is open to all women who choose to share their faith intimately in Bible study, serving oth-

ers, and being together as Christian women for strength and support as we journey our faith walk. 

 

Wilma Christ and Dottie Davis, Circle co-coordinators, will gladly respond to any questions from the women 

who may just now be needing a place in one of our Circles. 
 

 

Dorcas Circle meets the second Wednesday of every month at 12 noon at the church.   

 

Alpha Circle meets on the second Tuesday of every month at 12:00 Noon in homes.   

 

Rachael Circle meets the second Tuesday of every month at 7:30 PM in homes.   

 

Martha Circle meets on the third Tuesday of every month at 10:00 AM at the church.   

 

Saturday morning Circle meets on the first Saturday at 9:30 AM in homes. 

3 

 BOOK CLUB!!! 
 

The April meeting of Book Club 

will be Tuesday, April 9, at the 

home of Shirley and Wesley 

O'Brien, 11100 Powder Horn 

Drive, Potomac.  Phone:301-299-4288.  The book 

selection is, "The End of the Affair," by Grahem 

Greene.   

 

Selection for the May meeting is:  

 

"The Scarlet Letter," by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

PLACES TO PLUG IN! 

QUILTING GROUP 

meets at 10:00 AM on the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesday of every month.  They took 

70 quilts they made to Lutheran World Relief this year.  

Blankets, dark-colored sheets, and floral sheets are 

needed.  More helping hands are also needed.  Call 

Mary Lynn at 301-340-2944 for more information.   

No experience necessary! 

AFTER CHURCH 

LUNCH BUNCH  
Want to eat out with some great folks 

after Sunday 11:15 Service?  
 

Come eat with the After-

Church Lunch Bunch 
for good food and fel-

lowship.  A group of 

people from the church 

meets for lunch at a good 

restaurant in Bethesda at 

around 12:30 PM.   Call Richard  

Czypinski at 301-652-5160 or Kathe-

rine Beckman at 301-215-4179 for 

more info., or just hang around after the 

service and look for the red-headed guy 

that sings!  COME JOIN US! 

ADULT CHOIR 

COME SING WITH US EVERY 

THURSDAY NIGHT!!! Join us at 

choir rehearsal from 7:30 - 9:00 PM 

every Thursday.  We welcome new 

members to our choir at any time.  If you 

have questions concerning membership in 

the Adult Choir, contact Jin Sun Cho, our Minister of 

Music and Organist, at 301-652-5160. 

TEDDY BEAR  

MINISTRY 

(Watch for further details) 

 

The scripture basis for CLC's Teddy 

Bear Ministry are 1 Corinthians 13:1 

thru 13 and 1 Corinthians 12:4 thru 11…   "And the great-

est of these is LOVE".  If you are interested in facilitating 

the Teddy Bear Ministry, please contact Florence Hea-

cock at 301-652-5160 or 301-452-2491. 

MEETS WEEKLY ON: 
 

SUNDAYS     10:15 AM 
 

THURSDAYS    6:30 PM 
 

SATURDAYS    8:30 AM 
(starting Saturday April 6th) 
 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8011 Old Georgetown Rd. 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

301-652-5160 

www.heartmindsoul.com 

clcbethesda@heartmindsoul.com 

 

ALPHA WEBSITE: 

www.alphacourse.org 

An opportunity to explore the meaning of life 

PATHFINDERS 

Children ages 3-18 will find 
Pathfinders to be fun  
educational, and filled with the 

love of Jesus.  Explore stories of the Bible through 
music, crafts, journaling, drama, prayer and more.  
Pathfinders meet every Sunday at 10:15 in the up-
stairs classrooms of the Education building.  
Contact Krista Vingelis at 301-652-5160  
for more info. 
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SMALL GROUP MINISTRIES 
SPIRITUAL, FAITH-BASED OPPORTUNITIES 

for Christ Lutheran Church and Community 
God has provided many resources and opportunities for all His children/people for spiritual formation and growth.  

Listed below are small groups which you are warmly invited to participate in.  For more information or to register for 

any events, now or for future listings, please call 301-652-5160, Ext. 3 Florence Heacock. 

   

ADULT—Prayer/Leadership/Spiritual Groups & Events 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 
Meets every Sunday at 9:15 AM in the Large Carpeted Classroom on the 2nd floor of the Education Building  

 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Meets every Wednesday at 10:30 AM in the Hospitality Room  

Contact:  Pastor Marv at 301-652-5160 for more information. 

 

ALPHA COURSE 
Meets every Sunday at 10:15 AM in the Luther Hall.  

Meets every Thursday at 6:30 PM in the Hospitality Room 

NOTE: New Class commencing on Saturday April 6, 2002, from 8:30 to 10:00 AM 

(Children are welcome.  Daycare will be provided.) 

Contact:  Pastor Marv at 301-652-5160 for more information. 

 

ADULT CHOIR 
Rehearses every Thursday from 7:30—9:00 PM and Sunday at 10:15 AM.  Sings at 11:15 AM Service. 

Contact Jin Sun Cho, Minister of Music, at 301-652-5160 or e-mail her at jschokim@yahoo.com  

 

GRACEFUL GROWING TOGETHER (GGT) 
Watch for more information onPrayer/Bible Study Small Groups and Work Sessions, commencing in April,  2002  

 

MEN—Prayer/Leadership/Spiritual Groups & Events 
 

1. Saturday, April 6, 2002 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast/Bible Study 

8:00 AM Hospitality Room 
 

2.  "Storm the Gates" in 2002 with Promise Keepers 
July 12-13, 2002 

Capitol Centre, Washington, DC 

Registration:  $69 Adults; $49 Youth 

($20 off ALL registrations through Jan. 31, 2002) 
"Storm the Gates" for 2002 are nationwide events hosted by Promise Keepers to provide a prayerful, Biblically-based, spiritual 

event for youth, fathers, and mentors to come together to cast a vision, ignite passion, and build the capacity to become Godly men.   

 

3.  July 26-28  “Blueprints for Living “ Lutheran Men’s Gathering   
Marriott River Center, San Antonio, TX.  Grandfathers, fathers, sons, and grandsons all invited.  More info. to come...   
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WOMEN— Prayer/Leadership/Spiritual Groups & Events 
  

 

Christ Lutheran Church Women (CLCW) and Circle Groups 
Please refer to mission and schedule of opportunities listed below.   

Contact CLCW Co-Coordinators Wilma Christ, 301-320-5127, or Dottie Davis, 301-

598-9657. 

  
 

Saturday, May 4, 2002—Metro DC Synodical Women Spring Convention 
Contact CLCW Co-Coordinators Wilma Christ, 301-320-5127, or Dottie Davis, 301-598-9657. 

 

 

July 8-14, 2002—Fifth Triennial Gathering of Women of the ELCA 
National Convention, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Theme for 2002-2005:  “LISTEN, GOD IS CALLING”   

Contact CLCW Co-Coordinators Wilma Christ, 301-320-5127, or Dottie Davis, 301-598-9657. 

 

 
Women of Faith (Watch for upcoming events) 
An interdenominational women's ministry committed to helping women of all faiths, religious background, age 

groups, and nationalities.  It's mission is for every woman to grow in her understanding of God's unconditional love 

and grace for her personally.  We trust that as a result, they will be encouraged, strengthened and unified in their com-

mitment to Him.  Women of Faith, through its conferences, provides a national forum for women to come together 

for spiritual guidance and inspiration.  Assembling some of today's most dynamic and inspirational speakers, Women 

of Faith is dedicated to helping women learn to walk by faith and experience joy in the midst of their circumstances. 

 

 

CLCW’s Circle Groups meet on a monthly basis at the church and in homes.  There are 5 groups that 

meet.  Please contact Wilma Christ at 301-320-5127 or Dottie Davis at 301-598-9657 if you would like to join one 

of our circle groups, or just come to one of our meetings.  The five groups and their schedules are  

as follows:  
Alpha Circle:  2nd Tuesday monthly at 12 Noon  (in individual homes) 

Rachael Circle:  2nd Tuesday monthly at 7:30 PM  (in individual homes) 

Dorcas Circle:  2nd Wednesday monthly at 12:30 PM (church) 

Martha Circle:  3rd Tuesday monthly at 10 AM   (church) 

Saturday Circle: 1st Saturday monthly at 9:30 AM (in individual homes)  
 

CONNECT WITH WOMEN NEAR AND FAR WHO SHARE COMMON THREADS OF FAITH AND  

COMMITMENT TO BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD  
 

 

LUTHERAN WOMEN TODAY—MONTHLY BIBLE STUDIES 
 

April 2002 - GETTING AND STAYING CONNECTED: The Ultimate Protection  

May 2002 - THE POWER OF "WOMEN'S WORK": Power and Glory  

June 2002 - LIFE'S STAGES, SPIRITUALITY: Ephesians, Part I  

July/August 2002 - LISTEN, GOD IS CALLING: Ephesians, Parts 2 & 3  


